
Monday, July 9, 2018

10
A n a l y s i s

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

Established 1961 
The First Daily in The Arabian Gulf

Because of their role in global pollution, plastics
are hugely controversial. But the resilient, sup-
ple, light and malleable materials play a key role

in our lives and, according to experts, will remain cru-
cial for a long time to come. Here are a few things to
know about the world of plastic.

How it’s made
The classic production process involves the distilla-

tion and refining of fuel or natural gas, breaking down
hydrocarbons.

Various raw materials make up the building blocks
of the resulting plastic.  Monomers build more com-
plex molecules called polymers-the scientific name for
plastics. There are two families of polymers.
Thermoplastics, accounting for some 80 percent of
global plastics consumption, melt when they are heat-
ed and then harden when cooled.  Then there are ther-
mosets, which do not soften after moulding.

How it’s used 
Five polymers account for the majority - 71 per-

cent-of global plastics consumption. First, there is
polyethylene, found above all in single-use packag-
ing, then polypropylene, used in car bumpers, dash-
boards and drinking straws.  Next up is polystyrene,
used for packaging, insulation panels and yoghurt
pots. There is also polyvinyl chloride-better known
as PVC-used in windows and drains-and then poly-
ethylene terephthalate (PET), commonly used for
synthetic fibres or bottles.

Lighter is better 
There is much innovation in conventional plastics,

with new properties being added to maximise per-
formance. Lighter is better, and slimming the volume of
plastic is a constant challenge, not least to reduce the
amount of plastic clogging the oceans and to wage
war on waste. But lighter plastic also means lighter fin-
ished products, including in transport.  “The need for
(greater) lightness in auto transport is a massive inno-
vation factor,” Christophe Cabarry, founder and presi-
dent of SpecialChem, an online platform connecting
sellers and buyers of chemicals and materials, told AFP.
A few grams a year are being shaved down, even on
products as mundane as plastic bottles.

What about the environment?
The wait is on for the breakthrough of bioplastics-

plastics made using biodegradable materials or natural
recyclable materials. “There is much innovation in the
sector,” says Cabarry. But of the 2.05 million tons of
bioplastics produced worldwide last year less than half
was actually biodegradable, according to European
Bioplastics, an industry association. The association
put their market penetration at barely 0.75 percent in
2017, owing to bioplastic’s much higher costs.

But we recycle, right? 
Europe managed to re-use around 31 percent of 26

million tons of plastics waste in 2016. “Europe has ini-
tiated a transition from a linear towards a circular and
resource efficient society”, says the PlasticsEurope
association of manufacturers.  But the rate in the
United States is much lower, at 10 percent, and across
the world, only 9 percent of the nine billion tons of
plastic produced to date has been recycled, a recent
UN report said. Some 12 million tons per year, mostly
in the form of single-use packaging, are dumped into
the world’s oceans, creating an ecological nightmare,
according to Greenpeace. — AFP 

Plastic is light, 
versatile and 
here to stay
-for now

Battle over Franco’s imposing tomb in Spain
A150-metre-high cross on top of a

basilica, carved into a mountain by
political prisoners. Welcome to the

tomb of General Francisco Franco. Decades
after the military dictator was buried, in the
divisive monument in the Valle de los
Caidos (Valley of the Fallen) near Madrid,
his remains may soon be exhumed. “As an
established and European democracy,
Spain cannot allow for symbols that divide
Spaniards,” Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
declared as his Socialist government
announced plans to transfer the remains
this month.

Franco filled the basilica with the bodies
of thousands of his supporters and
Republicans alike, bringing together in
death those who had once fought each
other so bitterly during the civil war. But
critics say this was a forced “reconcilia-
tion” and charge it is unacceptable to give
such ostentatious recognition to a man
who once ruled Spain with an iron-fist.
Located just 50 kilometers (30 miles) north
of Madrid in a tranquil, mountainous area
full of pine trees, the giant cross is visible
kilometers away. 

It looms over a giant esplanade and a
basilica watched over by Benedictine
monks where the late dictator rests, fresh
flowers laid on his tomb every day.

As visitors enter, a stone plaque
reminds them that Franco inaugurated the
place on April 1, 1959. A little further, two
massive angels carrying swords stare down
at passers-by. Then comes a large and
gloomy nave carved into the mountain
rock, with a floor of black marble, which

leads into a dome dominated by an altar.
On one side is the tomb of Jose Antonio
Primo de Rivera, founder of Spain’s fascist
Falange party who was shot dead by
Republicans during the civil war. On the
other side lies Franco’s tomb. Both are cov-
ered with roses and carnations.

Family objections   
For many, the valley is a symbol of a

past that Spain still finds difficult to digest
after authorities opted to draw a veil over
the civil war and ensuing dictatorship as
the country transitioned to democracy.
“Generations have come and gone and we
continue to be divided by a war that we
didn’t experience,” said Cristina Campo, a
42-year-old visiting with her family. But
would taking away Franco’s remains heal
wounds? “Exhuming the remains isn’t diffi-
cult in itself,” explained Gabino Abanades,
who on November 23, 1975 managed the
team tasked with burying Franco’s
embalmed body, three days after his death.
“It can be done in around one hour,” he
said in front of the monument, surrounded
by tourists. 

He added that it would be “logical and
normal” for the remains to be transferred to
the vault which the Franco family has in the
El Pardo cemetery near Madrid. But
Franco’s descendants are completely
opposed to moving his remains. “The seven
grandchildren have all signed a letter that
they have handed to the prior of the
Benedictine abbey, in which they voice their
opposition to the exhumation,” said Juan
Chicharro, president of the Francisco Franco

Foundation, which defends the dictator’s
memory.

Unequal treatment   
Some 20,000 political prisoners were

forced to participate in the construction of
the monument between 1940 and 1959.
Using dynamite, they bored through the cliff
where the basilica now lies and built the
Benedictine monastery and a hostel. In the
mountain lie the remains of some 27,000
fighters loyal to Franco and around 10,000

Republicans. The families of the
Republicans were never told about their
transfer to the valley. The names of the
Franco fighters, says historian Julian
Casanova, are all written down in “a register
marking their departure from the cemetery
and a register marking their entry into the
Valle de los Caidos”. “Where the
Republicans are concerned... there was no
departure register when they were taken,
and the entry register is very inaccurate.
That’s a problem.” — AFP 

Migrants dreaming 
of Spain live off 
Moroccan dump 

Under a blazing sun, Youssouf picks food from a
Moroccan rubbish dump, one of many young peo-
ple who scavages to survive while dreaming of life

in nearby Spain. “My mother would be sick if she saw
this,” said Youssouf, a 20-year-old from Guinea. “We are
going through a very difficult period. There’s no work, we
eat from bins, we don’t have a choice.”

The foul-smelling rubbish dump is on the hills above
Fnideq, a seaside city not far from where Morocco’s King
Mohammed VI spends his holidays.  The Spanish enclave
of Ceuta sits on the horizon, the last stop on the African
continent for thousands of migrants who spend months or
years trying to reach Europe. Youssouf has attempted to
breach the Ceuta border numerous times during his five
years in Morocco, after a lengthy journey which took him
through Mali and Algeria. “Each person here has their
dreams, to study, work, play football. I dream of studying
in Spain,” said Youssouf, while his companions dig up rub-
bish with a pickaxe.

Fintor, a 22-year-old from Mali, also wants to reach
Spain-ideally to play football. “Doing this makes us feel
ashamed. Our families don’t know that we do this,” he said
of their forage for food. The migrants throw themselves
onto a newly arrived rubbish truck, eager to stock up
before the load gets buried in the dump. Fintor discovers a
theatre mask and puts it on, entertaining his friends.
Before trying his luck in Morocco, he spent months in
Libya but “didn’t have the means to pay for the crossing”
to Europe.

Kidnapping risk 
While the land route through Ceuta or the second

Spanish enclave of Melilla is popular, many more migrants
are increasingly reaching Spain by boat.  More than
22,000 people made the crossing in 2017, while so far this
year more than 15,000 have reached Spain by sea,
according to figures from the UN refugee agency. The
numbers are comparable to Italy, which this year has seen

nearly 17,000 people arrive, while close to 14,000 have
made it to Greece by sea, the UNHCR data show.

All options pose risks-of drowning, abuse by smugglers
or even kidnapping.  A Europol operation detailed last
month uncovered a trafficking network which smuggled
more than 100 children from Morocco to Spain, charging
them each 2,000 to 8,000 euros ($2,350-$9,400). A sec-
ond gang kidnapped the young migrants and forced their
families in Morocco to pay 500 euros for their release, the
EU’s law enforcement agency said. The US State
Department in a recent report found irregular migrants
“highly vulnerable to trafficking in Morocco”, while noting
a lack of proactive measure to prosecute traffickers or
identify their victims.

Scarred hands
Unable to pay for the sea crossing, Youssouf and his

friends will try to break through the barbed wire sur-
rounding Ceuta. More than 6,000 people succeeded in
crossing into Spain by land last year, while nearly 3,000
have done so in 2018. One hoping to follow in their foot-
steps is Aboubakar, who lives in a forest close to the Ceuta
border fence. “I got in three times and they made me leave,
but I kept my cool,” said the 18-year-old Guinean, his
scarred hands a testament to the failed attempts.  While he
hides out and waits, Aboubakar has gone weeks without
washing. “It’s not good for my health, but I’ve got no other
options. I have to pass through here” and reach the other
side, he said. — AFP 

Migrants walk in the forest, near the fence separating Fnideq and Spain’s North African enclave of Ceuta into
Morocco. — AFP 

A sticker reading ‘Do not touch The Valley’ and depicting a portrait of General
Francisco Franco is pictured in a street of Madrid. — AFP 


