
WASHINGTON: The unique features of your
face can allow you to unlock your new iPhone,
access your bank account or even “smile to
pay” for some goods and services. The same
technology, using algorithms generated by a
facial scan, can allow law enforcement to find a
wanted person in a crowd or match the image of
someone in police custody to a database of
known offenders.

Facial recognition came into play last month
when a suspect arrested for a shooting at a
newsroom in Annapolis, Maryland, refused to
cooperate with police and could not immediate-
ly be identified using fingerprints. “We would
have been much longer in identifying him and
being able to push forward in the investigation
without that system,” said Anne Arundel County
police chief Timothy Altomare. Facial recogni-
tion is playing an increasing role in law enforce-
ment, border security and other purposes in the
US and around the world.

While most observers acknowledge the mer-
its of some uses of this biometric identification,
the technology evokes fears of a “Big Brother”
surveillance state. Heightening those concerns
are studies showing facial recognition may not
always be accurate, especially for people of col-
or. A 2016 Georgetown University study found
that one in two American adults, or 117 million
people, are in facial recognition databases with
few rules on how these systems may be
accessed. A growing fear for civil liberties
activists is that law enforcement will deploy
facial recognition in “real time” through drones,
body cameras and dash cams. “The real concern
is police on patrol identifying law-abiding
Americans at will with body cameras,” said

Matthew Feeney, specialist in emerging tech-
nologies at the Cato Institute, a libertarian think
tank. “This technology is of course improving
but it’s not as accurate as science fiction films
would make you think.”

Aggressive deployments 
China is at the forefront of facial recognition,

using the technology to fine traffic violators and
“shame” jaywalkers, with at least one arrest of a
criminal suspect. Clare Garvie, lead author of
the 2016 Georgetown study, said that in the past

two years, “facial recognition has been
deployed in a more widespread and aggressive
manner” in the US, including for border security
and at least one international airport.

News that Amazon had begun deploying its
Rekognition software to police departments
sparked a wave of protests from employees and
activists calling on the tech giant to stay away
from law enforcement applications. Amazon is
one of dozens of tech firms involved in facial
recognition. Microsoft for example uses facial
recognition for US border security, and the US
state of Maryland uses technology from

German-based Cognitec and Japanese tech firm
NEC. Amazon maintains that it does not con-
duct surveillance or provide any data to law
enforcement, but simply enables them to match
images to those in its databases. The tech giant
also claims its facial recognition system can
help reunite lost or abducted children with their
families and stem human trafficking.

Slippery slope
Nonetheless, some say facial recognition

should not be deployed by law enforcement
because of the potential for errors and abuse.
That was an argument made by Brian Brackeen,
founder and the chief executive officer of the
facial recognition software developer Kairos. “As
the black chief executive of a software company
developing facial recognition services, I have a
personal connection to the technology, both cul-
turally and socially,” Brackeen said in a blog post
on TechCrunch. “Facial recognition-powered
government surveillance is an extraordinary inva-
sion of the privacy of all citizens-and a slippery
slope to losing control of our identities altogeth-
er.” The Georgetown study found facial recogni-
tion algorithms were five to 10 percent less accu-
rate on African Americans than Caucasians.

Policy questions 
Microsoft announced last month it had made

significant improvements for facial recognition
“across skin tones” and genders. IBM mean-
while said it was launching a large-scale study
“to improve the understanding of bias in facial
analysis.” While more accurate facial recogni-
tion is generally welcomed, civil liberties groups
say specific policy safeguards should be in

place. In 2015, several consumer groups
dropped out of a government-private initiative
to develop standards for facial recognition use,
claiming the process was unlikely to develop
sufficient privacy protections. Cato’s Feeney
said a meaningful move would be to “purge
these databases of anyone who isn’t currently
incarcerated or wanted for violent crime.”
Jennifer Lynch, an attorney with the Electronic
Frontier Foundation, said that the implications
for police surveillance are significant.

“An inaccurate system will implicate people
for crimes they did not commit. And it will shift

the burden onto defendants to show they are not
who the system says they are,” Lynch said in a
report earlier this year. Lynch said there are
unique risks of breach or misuse of this data,
because “we can’t change our faces.” Evan
Selinger, a philosophy professor at the
Rochester Institute of Technology, says facial
recognition is too dangerous for law enforce-
ment. “It’s an ideal tool for oppressive surveil-
lance,” Selinger said in a blog post. “It poses
such a severe threat in the hands of law enforce-
ment that the problem cannot be contained by
imposing procedural safeguards.” — AFP
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DUBAI: In the wake of the fourth industrial rev-
olution that has swept the globe, and most cer-
tainly in the Middle East, significant technology
advancement has completely upended how busi-
nesses operate. Accelerating innovation and
growing automation technologies have become
widespread and our region is making a concert-
ed effort to embrace and adopt these technolo-
gies and consolidate its position at the forefront
of digitization.

Key assets of the fourth industrial revolution,
also commonly referred to as Industry 4.0,
include artificial intelligence (AI), blockchain,
financial technology (fintech), robotics, and ana-
lytics. Experts say that this revolution will touch
almost every facet of our day-to-day lives, from
the manufacturing of goods to the provision of
everyday services. 

Both, AI and business intelligence (BI) are
industry game changers for the region as it
ambitiously changes its traditional and siloed
work landscape. Analytics lies at the very core
of this transformation, as the data fed to and
produced by our everyday devices such as lap-
tops, smartphones, and tablets are already in
massive circulation. This forms the basis of busi-
ness intelligence, a crucial ingredient for a solid
foundation of deep business insight and intelli-
gent enterprise operations as businesses strive
to be consistent with the regional digital agenda.

Today’s regional news agenda is overflowing
with stories of many business entities adopting
AI and implementing BI, both of which are lead-
ing and key drivers in strategic government
plans. In line with this, a number of AI-enabled
projects have been announced across a number
of industries which will aid in digitally transform-
ing the Middle East. There has clearly been a

paradigm shift as governments and businesses
across the Middle East adjust to the global
movement towards AI and advanced technolo-
gies. In a nutshell, they are faced with either
being part of this technological disruption or
being left behind. IDC indicated that the spend-
ing on cognitive and artificial intelligence (AI)
systems in the Middle East and Africa (MEA) is
expected to reach $114.22 million in 2021.  

Digital transformation is a key driver across
all national agendas of the region and its bene-
fits can be felt in all sectors covered. For exam-
ple, digital transformation of the government
sector will mean faster execution of government
initiatives and will help achieve efficiency and
productivity while doing so. It is now more cru-
cial than ever to leverage the power of big data
and advanced analytics to boost productivity
and increase efficiency. The same also applies to
the private sector as well.

Prime examples include local ministries using
AI in infrastructure and road projects to help cut
down on cost, time, and manpower and boost
safety and efficiency along with automating
equipment. The retail industry is also keen on
using AI and BI to understand the customer’s
mentality and their path to purchase as this
enables retailers to provide consumers with a
personalized shopping experience and options
best suited to their tastes according to data col-
lected from them while they were in the store. 

Technology experts have identified that the
demand for both AI and BI is growing in the
Middle Eastern market, as it aims to catapult
itself out of using outdated technologies and
accelerate towards prosperity. Time is of the
essence for them to introduce and implement
technologies, primarily AI and BI that are pro-
ductive, secure, and efficient. 

Once this is achieved, the entire region can
reap the benefits of such efforts, making local
and strategic national visions a livable reality for
all citizens, residents, and respective beneficiar-
ies alike. This will be a living testimony for the
region being less dependent on oil as it diversi-
fies its revenue sources over the next decade or
so. In short, the Middle East is on the cusp of
being a robust hub of innovation as it demon-
strates strong commitment towards fully imple-
menting its vision, while investing heavily to
become future-ready and as equipped as its
counterparts in the game. 
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo, a display shows a facial recognition system for law enforce-
ment during the NVIDIA GPU Technology Conference, which showcases artificial intelligence,
deep learning, virtual reality and autonomous machines, in Washington, DC. — AFP

Huawei hosts
DigiX 2018
in Beijing
DUBAI: Huawei Consumer Business Group hosted
its Global Partners and Developers Conference-
DigiX 2018 at the Huawei Beijing Research Center.
Nearly one thousand developers and partners from
around the world gathered to discuss how to create
a global, creative ecology. The conference, with its
subject, “Openness and Innovation”, focused on
connectivity, intelligence, and globalization, and on
how to connect every user with precise, high-quali-
ty content and services. 

At the conference, Huawei officially released the
all-scenario ecological strategy, plans to fully imple-
ment their “Shining Star” program, and set up the
DigiX Innovation Studio. Through the “Chipset-
Device-Cloud” open platform, Huawei hopes to
bring users a better digital life and empower part-
ners. At the same time, Huawei HiLink’s ecological
brand-Huawei ZHIXUAN, was also officially
released at this conference.

Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
Consumer Cloud service team invited regional
major partners for this Conference such as the
largest Middle East Venture Partners, MEVP has
some leading regional companies in their Investment
Portfolio such as Anghami and Altibi. Also leading
ticket and hotel booking company WEGO was also
part of the conference from MENA region, all the
partners appreciated the initiative announced by
Huawei, and showed their full commitment to build
Mobile Services ecosystem for MENA region which
eventually resonates with the regional consumers’
demand. In the opening speech, Richard Yu, CEO of
Huawei Consumer Business Group (BG), launched the
full-scenario ecological strategy. He highlighted that
in terms of hardware, smartphones are going to be a
primary portal. Tablets, PCs, wearable devices, TVs,
speakers, and automobiles are secondary portals,
with lighting, security, video monitoring and other
items being used for IoT hardware. This three-layer
ecology tightly envelopes users in a fully connected
digital world. 

For services, Huawei focuses on how users use
these services. Huawei uses intelligent engine, real-
time user perception, need prediction, and precise
matching of services and content, to deliver precisely
targeted, instantly available services and a revolu-
tionary new application experience. With the intelli-
gent era approaching, Huawei officially proposed
“the full-scenario ecological strategy.” With the col-
laborative strategy of “Chipset-Device-Cloud” open
platform, Huawei is committed to bringing users bet-
ter digital life as well as empower partners. Richard
Yu said that Huawei’s full-scenario ecological strat-
egy focused on five main areas: personal devices,
automobiles, home, office, and health & fitness.
Huawei is committed to building an interactive por-
tal based on this full-scenario strategy.

Open Ecology 
At the conference, Zhang Ping’an, President of

Consumer Cloud Service, Huawei Consumer BG,
delivered a keynote speech entitled “Join Shining
Star Program, Win Digitization Together”. Mr.
Zhang said that with the digital era approaching,
Huawei Mobile Services is committed to providing
innovative fertile land for full-scenario intelligent
digital services. Huawei Mobile Services is commit-
ted to building an open and win-win platform based
on the “Chipset-Device-Cloud” strategy. Through
the “Shining Star” program and DigiX Innovation
Studio, Huawei Mobile Services empowers partners
and developers, provides high-quality content and
services to global users, and with them, explores
better digital life. 

On the last day of the event, Walid Mansour,
Chief Investment Officer at MEVP delivered his
keynote speech. Walid Mansour voiced his full
cooperation towards the “Shining Star” Program
from Huawei. He emphasized that this progam is
meaningful for MENA region reflecting determina-
tion from Huawei building an ecosystem. Huawei
has been cooperating with local universities and

incubators in terms of the ecological construction
of local developers, such as the Huawei-theme
design competition with universities and colleges in
the United Arab Emirates such as American
University in Dubai.

Huawei Mobile Services fully implemented the
“Shining Star” program for more than 450 thousand
developers worldwide. Concerning AI, AR/VR, IoT,
instant service and other fields, this program pro-
vides partners and developers with talent training,
development support, innovation support, marketing
resources and cloud infrastructure resources sup-
port to build fertile soil for this digital ecology, to
motivate and support developers in multiple dimen-
sions, and to support innovative new applications. 

Huawei will also build a DigiX Innovation Studio,
a studio where games and educational applications
are developed; and where applications for children,
or for financial and security fields can be developed.
The DigiX Innovation Studio empowers full-sce-
nario digital service innovation. With the help of the
innovative global amplifier that Huawei Mobile
Services provides, developers can deliver global
coverage with just a single access point, and they
can share these achievements with users around the
world. Mr. Zhang predicted a 100% increase in
partner earnings for 2018.

The insightful and engaging conference set up
open ability ecological sub-forums concerning the
subjects including AI, PPS and pre-load commer-
cialization, Huawei Video & Huawei Reader content
cooperation, Huawei Music, Huawei Themes, Search

& Information, and Better Outbound Services, etc.
Moreover, there were also technological sub-forums
about Smart Home, Huawei Ability Gallery, EMUI
Open Capability, PPS, AR, VR, HMS & Huawei Pay
and Smart Wear & Sports and Health. Innovation
starts with experience. Cooperation connects to the
future. The open ecological platform built by Huawei
under the cooperation of “Chipset-Device-Cloud”
has created a fertile land for global partners.
Together with these partners, Huawei will embrace
the intelligent revolution and continue to explore
better digital life.
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Scientists defy
‘force of nature’
to unlock secrets
of volcano
PAHOA: Dressed in heavy cotton, a helmet and
respirator, Jessica Ball worked the night shift
monitoring “fissure 8,” which has been spewing
fountains of lava as high as a 15-storey building
from a slope on Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano. The
lava poured into a channel oozing toward the
Pacific Ocean several miles away. In the eerie
orange nightscape in the abandoned communi-
ty of Leilani Estates, it looked like it was flow-
ing toward the scientist, but that was an optical
illusion, Ball said.   

“The volcano is doing what it wants to...
We’re reminded what it’s like to deal with the
force of nature,” said Ball, a geologist with the
US Geological Survey. Scientists have been in
the field measuring the eruptions 24 hours a
day, seven days a week since Kilauea first
exploded more than two months ago. They are
a mix of USGS staff, University of Hawaii
researchers and trained volunteers working
six-to-eight-hour shifts in teams of two to five.
They avoid synthetics because they melt in the
intense heat and wear gloves to protect their
hands from sharp volcanic rock and glass.

Helmets protect against falling lava stones,

and respirators ward off sulfur gases. This is
not a job for the faint hearted. Geologists have
died studying active volcanoes. David
Alexander Johnston, a USGS volcanologist was
killed by the 1980 eruption of Mount St.
Helens in Washington state. In 1991, American
volcanologist Harry Glicken and his French col-
leagues Katia and Maurice Krafft were killed
while conducting avalanche research on Mount
Unzen in Japan. Ball, a graduate of the State
University of New York at Buffalo, located in
upstate New York near the Canadian border,
compared Kilauea’s eruptions to Niagara
Falls.”It gives you the same feeling of power
and force,” she said.

Worth the risks
Kilauea, which has been erupting almost

continuously since 1983, is one of the world’s
most closely monitored volcanoes, largely from
the now-abandoned Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory at the summit. But the latest erup-
tion is one of Kilauea’s biggest and could prove
to be a bonanza for scientists. Ball and the
USGS teams are studying how the magma -
molten rock from the earth’s crust - tracks
through a network of tubes under the volcano
in what is known as the “Lower East Rift Zone,”
before ripping open ground fissures and spout-
ing fountains of lava. 

They are trying to discover what warning
signs may exist for future eruptions to better
protect the Big Island’s communities, she said.
Fissure 8 is one of 22 around Kilauea that have
destroyed over 1,000 structures and forced
2,000 people to evacuate. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Native dogs across North
America all but disappeared as a result of
Europeans arriving in the Western Hemisphere
some 500 years ago, a study published
Thursday found. Researchers found that dogs
likely first moved to the New World thousands
of years ago, alongside human settlers coming
from Siberia across what is now the Bering
Strait. They then lived here relatively undis-
turbed until European settlers arrived in about
the 15th century, whereupon the colonizers’
breeds quickly displaced indigenous canine
populations.

“People in Europe and the Americas were
genetically distinct, and so were their dogs,”
said Greger Larson, director of the Palaeo-
BARN at Oxford and senior author of the study.
“And just as indigenous people in the Americas
were displaced by European colonists, the same
is true of their dogs.” The findings are based on

research by an international team of 50 scien-
tists, who looked at the DNA of the remains of
71 ancient dogs and compared these to modern
American animals.

European canines replaced
New World’s ancient breeds

MOSCOW: This file photo shows the eyes of a
Siberian Husky dog in Sokolniki Park in
Moscow.—AFP


