
Monday, July 9, 2018N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from  Page 1

Two years later, the Criminal Court acquitted all the
70 activists on the grounds that they had no criminal
intention from entering the Assembly but to express
their demands against corruption. The protesters had
demanded the resignation of the then prime minister
Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who
resigned at the end of the month. But in November last
year, the Court of Appeals reversed the ruling, passing
harsh jail terms against all but two of the activists,
handing them jail terms ranging from one to nine years.
Opposition members and groups expressed angry
reactions over the sentences describing them as
“shocking”.

MP Faisal Al-Muslem, one of those jailed, said

Kuwait before July 8 will be different from the period
afterwards, a reference to expected actions. MPs
Tabtabai and Harbash both issued brief statements,
declaring they accept the ruling. Activist Rashed Al-
Fadhalah, who was acquitted, said all will not rest
before they see that situation in the country has
improved to the best.

Pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl, however, wel-
comed the rulings saying that the dark chapter in the
country’s history has now been closed. He said the end-
ing proves that the tribes and parties are not above the
country. Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani strongly
blasted Fadhl for issuing the statement accusing him of
attempting to make political gains and by undermining
Kuwaiti tribes.

Islamist opposition MP Mohammad Hayef said the
case is political and it has not ended here because there
will be more political moves. Only the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah can commute the sentences
or pardon those sent to jail. But they are not likely to be
politically and legally repatriated to be able to fight the
election any more.

Kuwaiti top court 
jails 8 current and...
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“I’m most grateful to the rescuers,” said Shigeyuki
Asano, a 79-year-old patient who spent a night without
electricity or water. “I feel so relieved that I am now
liberated from such a bad-smelling, dark place.”

Kurashiki, with a population of just under 500,000,
was among the hardest hit by rains that pounded many
parts of western Japan, with the death toll exceeding
the 77 killed in heavy rains and landslides in 2014 and
the highest since a typhoon that killed 98 people in
2004. Television footage showed a massive rescue
operation, with 2,310 rescued in the city by evening,
according to NHK, while search and rescue teams con-
tinued to look for others.

Landslides
The overall death toll from the rains in Japan rose to

at least 81 yesterday after floodwaters forced several
million people from their homes, media reports and the
Fire and Disaster Management Agency said. Another
58 were missing, NHK said, and more rain was set to hit
some areas for at least another day. The rain set off
landslides and flooded rivers, trapping many people in
their houses or on rooftops. “This is a situation of
extreme danger,” an official at the Japanese
Meteorological Agency (JMA) told a news conference. 

A three-year-old girl whose home was hit by a land-
slide in Hiroshima prefecture was found dead by a
search team. “It’s very painful,” said one elderly man
watching nearby.  “I have a granddaughter the same

age. If it were her, I wouldn’t be able to stop crying.”
Japan’s government set up an emergency management
centre at the prime minister’s office and some 54,000
rescuers from the military, police and fire departments
were dispatched across a wide swath of western and
southwestern Japan.

‘Sudden disaster’
“There are still many people missing and others in

need of help, we are working against time,” Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe said yesterday morning. Two sis-
ters from an elementary school of just six pupils on the
small island of Nuwa in Ehime prefecture were among
the dead. The younger, a first-grader, was a star and the
hope of the depopulated island, the principal told NHK.
“It was such a sudden disaster, I just cannot come to
grips with it,” the principal said. 

Emergency warnings for severe rain in 11 prefectures
- the most since a new warning system was introduced
in 2013 - had been lifted by evening, but advisories for
heavy rain and landslides remained in effect in many
areas. TV footage showed convenience stores with
shelves mostly bare while elsewhere, residents lined up
to receive water. Some 276,000 households were with-
out water supply, Kyodo said. Roads were closed and
train services suspended in parts of western Japan
while Shinkansen bullet train services resumed on a
limited schedule after being suspended on Friday.

The rain began late last week as the remnants of a
typhoon fed into a seasonal rainy front. Automakers includ-
ing Mazda Motor Corp and Daihatsu Motor Co suspended
operations at several plants on Saturday and were to decide
later on plans for the coming week. Electronics maker
Panasonic Corp said one plant in Okayama, western Japan,
could not be reached due to road closures, although it had
been closed for the weekend anyway. A decision about next
week would be made today, it said.  —- Reuters

Death toll hits 81; 
Japan scrambles...

Continued from Page 1

The latest period is officially due to end on July 19.
Critics say Erdogan is using the extra powers permitted
under emergency rule, renewed seven times, to target
opponents, with human rights defenders including
Amnesty International lambasting the purges as arbi-
trary. But the government says they are necessary to
remove multiple terror threats inside state institutions.
Erdogan today will be sworn in as president after his
outright victory in June 24 elections under a new exec-
utive presidency, following that there will be a lavish
ceremony and then the new cabinet will be announced. 

The current parliamentary system will end today
after constitutional changes were approved in a 2017
referendum. 

During the election campaign, pushed by his oppo-
nents’ promises including his main opposition rival
Muharrem Ince, Erdogan vowed to lift the state of
emergency if he was re-elected. “The new government
will be announced on Monday, the cabinet will start to
work and the state of emergency will be completed,”
outgoing Prime  Minister Binali Yildirim said last week,
although he reiterated that the latest extension was due
to end mid-July.

Purge continues 
Turkey accuses US-based Muslim preacher Fethullah

Gulen of orchestrating the attempted coup. The majority
of those fired under the emergency are accused of links

to Gulen. The government refers to the movement as the
“Fethullah Terrorist Organization” but Gulen strongly
denies any coup links and insists his movement is a
peaceful. Over 110,000 public sector employees have
been removed from their jobs via emergency decrees
since July 2016, while tens of thousands more have been
suspended in a crackdown criticized by Ankara’s
Western allies. In the new decree, 3,077 army soldiers
were also dismissed as well as 1,949 air force personnel
and 1,126 from the naval forces.

Another 1,052 civil servants from the justice ministry
and linked institutions have been fired as well as 649
from the gendarmerie and 192 from the coast guard.
Authorities also sacked 199 academics, according to the
new decree, while 148 state employees from the military
and ministries were reinstated. Earlier this year, the gov-
ernment said more than 77,000 people had been
arrested over alleged links to Gulen. The detentions
show no sign of slowing down after hundreds of people
including soldiers were taken into custody last week
over Gulen links.

Associations, newspapers closed
Thousands have also been dismissed, suspended or

arrested over suspected ties to the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), which has waged a bloody insur-
gency against Turkey since 1984. The PKK is blacklisted
as a terrorist group by Ankara, the EU and the United
States. Yesterday’s decree shut down 12 associations,
many of them in the education sector, across the coun-
try as well as three newspapers and a television channel.
One of the newspapers closed was the Kurdish-lan-
guage daily Welat based in the southeastern province of
Diyarbakir as well as the pro-Kurdish Ozgurlukcu
Demokrasi whose Istanbul offices were raided by police
in March. — AFP 

Turkey sacks 
18,500 staff in...

Continued from Page 1

morning. The group became trapped in a cramped
chamber deep inside Tham Luang in a mountainous
area of northern Thailand on June 23, when they went in
after football practice and got caught behind rising
waters. Their plight transfixed Thailand and the rest of
the world, as authorities struggled to devise a plan to
get the boys-aged between 11 and 16 - and their 25-
year-old coach out.

‘Mission Impossible’ 
The rescue of the first six was a stunning victory in

an operation Narongsak had earlier dubbed “Mission
Impossible”, and led to cautious optimism that the oth-
ers would also be saved. Another official involved in the
rescue operation said the initial six who had been saved
formed a first group. A second group made up of the
others had also begun the journey from the chamber
where they had been trapped, a rescue worker told
AFP. The quick extraction came as a surprise after one
of the operation commanders said yesterday morning
the rescue efforts could take several days to complete.

The group was found disheveled and hungry by
British cave diving specialists nine days after they ven-
tured in. Initial euphoria over finding the boys alive
quickly turned into deep anxiety as rescuers struggled
to find a way to get them out. The death of a former Thai
Navy SEAL diver who ran out of oxygen in the cave on
Friday underscored the danger of the journey even for
professionals.  After a short deluge of rain on Saturday
night and with more bad weather forecast, Narongsak
yesterday said authorities had to act immediately.  

“There is no other day that we are more ready than

today,” he said. “Otherwise we will lose the opportuni-
ty.” Between the base camp inside the cave and the
trapped boys were twisting, turning cave passageways
with torrents of water gushing through.  The water in
the cave was muddy and unclear, with one diver com-
paring it to a cafe latte. Ropes were installed to help
guide the boys through the darkness. Narongsak said
yesterday morning two divers would escort each of the
boys out of the cave.

Rescue efforts
Officials had looked at many different ways to save

the boys and their coach. One early potential plan was
to leave them there for months until the monsoon sea-
son ended and the floods subsided completely, but that
idea was scrapped over concerns about falling oxygen
levels and waters rising too high. More than 100
exploratory holes were also bored-some shallow, but
the longest 400 meters deep-into the mountainside in
an attempt to open a second evacuation route and
avoid forcing the boys into the dangerous dive.
American technology entrepreneur Elon Musk even
deployed engineers from his private space exploration
firm SpaceX and Boring Co. to help.  Meanwhile res-
cuers fed a kilometers-long air pipe into the cave to
restore oxygen levels in the chamber where the team
was sheltering with medics and divers.

Emotional notes 
On Saturday, Thai Navy SEALs published touching

notes scrawled by the trapped footballers to their fam-
ilies, who had been waiting for them agonizingly close
by outside the cave entrance. The boys urged relatives
“not to worry” and asked for their favorite food once
they were safely evacuated, in notes handed to divers.
In one, Pheerapat, nicknamed “Night”, whose 16th
birthday the group were celebrating in the cave when
they became stuck on June 23, said: “I love you, Dad,
Mum and my sister. You don’t need to be worried
about me.” — AFP 

6 boys rescued 
from flooded...

TAN-TAN: Horsemen ride in a choreographed cavalry in a fantasia during the 14th Tan-Tan Moussem Berber festival yesterday in the western Moroccan desert town of Tan-Tan.  The festival, which is recognized by UNESCO as a
‘Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”, is organized every year to promote local traditions and brings together nomadic tribes from northern Africa. — AFP 

BRUSSELS: European leaders say they no longer have
any illusions about Donald Trump as they welcome the
US president at a NATO summit this week, but they
fear his “America first” agenda may force a moment of
reckoning that works to no-one’s benefit. After search-
ing for stability and familiarity in US foreign policy in
Trump’s first year in office, America’s friends in Europe
have come to accept the president as an unpredictable
political insurgent. But that does not make it any easier
to see their own priorities undermined.

Germany’s Foreign Minister Heiko Maas warned in a
recent speech that “old pillars of reliability are crum-
bling”, in a veiled reference to the US withdrawal from
the 2015 Iran nuclear deal to tariffs on EU metals
exports and the threat of more to come on cars. On

NATO’s old foe Russia, the administration has sent
mixed messages by intensifying a US military build-up
in Europe while railing against fellow NATO members
on defense spending and failing to coordinate on new
sanctions on Moscow in 2017.

The US president - the de facto leader of the nearly
70-year-old North Atlantic Treaty Organization - has
indicated what his message will be at the two-day
meeting from Wednesday: other governments must
dramatically step up military spending and lower
import tariffs. “I’m going to tell NATO: You’ve got to
start paying your bills. The United States is not going
to take care of everything,” Trump told a rally last
week, adding: “They kill us on trade.”

US officials and polit icians regularly say
Washington spends 70 percent of its defense budget
on NATO, a claim that is flatly denied in Europe. One
senior EU official said the number is more like 15 per-
cent. Like many of the officials and diplomats quoted
for this story, he asked not to be named because he
was not authorized to speak on the record. EU offi-
cials also contend EU tariffs on most US imports are
already low. — Reuters

Transatlantic 
ties hang in 
the balance 


