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Fakhar Zaman leads Pakistan to T20 
tri-series title with win over Australia

Highest ever successful T20I run chase
HARARE: Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed said Fakhar
Zaman was in the “best form of his life” after the
opener cracked a career-best 91 to help set up
Pakistan’s six-wicket win over Australia in the final of
the Twenty20 tri-series at Harare Sports Club yester-
day. “I think nowadays he’s in the best form of his life,”
Ahmed said of Zaman, who was named player of the
series for his 278 runs. “The way he’s batted through-
out the series, it’s good for us, and good for his career.
He performs in big games, consistently. In the
Champions Trophy, in the final, he got that hundred. In
New Zealand, he scored a fifty and then a 40 odd. He’s
a big game player and he’s getting better day by day.”

Zaman shared in a century stand with Shoaib Malik
as Pakistan recovered from an early wobble in their
pursuit of Australia’s 183 for 8, and Malik then
showed all the experience of an 18-year international
career to see his team home in their highest ever suc-
cessful T20I run chase with an unbeaten 43.

It looked as though Australia had produced a mas-
terstroke in opening the bowling with Glenn
Maxwell’s offspin as debutant Sahibzada Farhan was
stumped off the first ball he faced and Hussain Talat
sliced a catch to point three balls later to derail
Pakistan’s chase.

Australia threatened to storm to victory, but
Zaman quickly set about re-building the innings. First,
he added 45 with captain Sarfraz Ahmed to take his
team out of immediate danger, and he then added 107

for the fourth wicket with Malik to seize the advan-
tage for Pakistan. When Zaman fell cutting out to
deep cover, Pakistan still needed 30 from 24, but
while Malik remained at the crease their chase was
always safe. The victory capped a mixed day for
Pakistan. “We know they’re an emotional team, and
they’re a highly skilled team,” said Australia captain
Aaron Finch. “When they’re on, they’re incredibly
good.  We let them back into the game with bat and
ball today.” Finch was given a first-ball reprieve when
he was dropped by Malik in the deep after top-edg-
ing a hook, and several misfields allowed any pressure
with the new ball to be immediately dissipated.

Their errors allowed Australia to get off to a flier,
with Finch putting together a 95-run opening stand
with D’Arcy Short. Short was also dropped just after
he had reached a 39-ball fifty, but he could not better
his previous T20I high score of 76 and Pakistan’s
bowling at the death kept Australia in check.

From 95 for 0 after the first 10 overs, Australia lost
8 for 88 and their 183 for 8 was not quite enough to
better Pakistan in the final analysis. Their defeat
means Australia have won just three of the last 11
internationals they have played on their tours of
England and Zimbabwe.  Although consistent success
continues to elude them, coach Justin Langer sug-
gested that his charges would be all the better for the
experience. “We’ve shown our inexperience over the
last six weeks, but we’ll be much better for it,” said

Langer, who also hinted that Finch could also assume
the captaincy role in Australia’s one-day side.

“After this tour we’ll have a really really close look
at everything we’re doing at the moment including
our leadership, which is such an incredibly high prior-

ity in Australian cricket. Finchy has definitely put his
best foot forward in this series. “We’ll look at that.
We’ll look at all our staff. We’ll look at everything to
make sure we keep flying forward, as is the expecta-
tion of the Australian cricket team.” — AFP

HARARE: Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed and his team hold the series trophy after victory during the
final of the tri-series played between Pakistan and Australia in a T20 tri-series at the Harare Sports Club,
yesterday. —AFP

LA-ROCHE-SUR-YON: Chris
Froome was loudly booed again at the
start of the Tour de France second
stage yesterday, as the defending
champion being cleared of doping last
year seemed to count for little with
the French crowd.

The Team sky rider rode through a
chorus of jeers and whistles in the
western city of Mouilleron-Saint-
Germain on his way to the start line,
three days after being similarly booed
at the teams’ presentation ceremony.

Froome was cleared last week of
any wrongdoing by the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA) and the
International Cycling Union (UCI)
after testing positive for excessive
levels of the asthma drug Salbutamol
during last year’s Tour of Spain.

Sky spent over a million euros to
defend Froome in the case, leading
some to question the fairness of the
process. Team Sky principal Dave
Brailsford said he believed the
process will eventually be fair for
everyone, after the British team said it
had shown the likelihood of ‘false
positive’ results.

“For me I’d be looking at that_.
‘Thanks very much for the investment,
we can use this to keep on develop-
ing, to make sure the rules are better,
redefine them to protect innocent rid-
ers,” the Welshman told reporters
yesterday.

“I would not take it from another
angle which is one rule for one and
one rule for another.” “At the end of
the day we have a set of rules and we
expect them to be reviewed and
updated and kept on point.”

Public opinion in France, however,
remains hostile towards four-times
winner Froome, who is hoping to join
French legends Jacques Anquetil and
Bernard Hinault with five victories in
the race. 

One banner held up by the side of
the road on Saturday read “Froome
out”, while another read “Froome go
home”. “We have to just deal with it,
that’s all. It’s not the first time, that’s
the way it is,” said sports director
Nicolas Portal.

Froome also had problems on the
bike as he crashed five kilometres
from the finish in Saturday’s opening
stage, losing 51 seconds to two big
rivals, France’s Romain Bardet and
Dutchman Tom Dumoulin.

“I know there’s always a high risk
of crashing in the first week,” said
Froome, who had bandages on his
elbow and knee.  “It’s never nice to
lose time, never good to start on the
back foot, but there’s a lot of racing to
come.” — Reuters

More jeers for
Froome at start
of second stage

WASHINGTON: Harold Varner birdied
four of the last eight holes to fire a
four-under par 66 and seize a share of
the lead after Saturday’s third round of
the US PGA Greenbrier Classic.
Varner’s bogey-free round left him
alongside fellow American Kelly Kraft
on 14-under 196 for 54 holes at the
mountain resort course in White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. “I’m
playing really well. Not playing perfect
golf, Just going for targets and having
fun with it,” Varner said. “Playing from
the fairways out here, you give yourself
a good shot.”

Both Varner, one of the tour’s few
African-American players, and Kraft,
who made bogeys at 16 and 18 in
shooting a 69, seek a first US PGA title
in their 85th career attempt.

“That would be awesome,” Varner
said. “Just want to have an opportuni-
ty.” Varner, who collected a European
Tour triumph at the 2016 Australian
PGA Championship, made 10 consecu-
tive pars to start, including a 14-foot
putt at the par-3 third and a 10-footer
at the sixth. Varner sank a nine-foot
birdie putt at 11. He tapped in at 12,

rolled in a 20-footer for birdie at 14
and a 12-footer at the 17th.  Kraft’s
round included a 19-foot birdie putt at
10 and a chip in for birdie from 41 feet
at 11. But he stumbled late, unable to
get up and down for par from bunkers
at 16 and 18.

Defending champion Xander
Schauffele and US compatriot Kevin
Na shared third on 197 with country-
man Sam Saunders, grandson of the
late golf legend Arnold Palmer, fifth on
198. India’s Anirban Lahiri, American
Joel Dahmen and two-time Masters
champion Bubba Watson shared sixth
on 199. Watson, seeking his fourth title
of the year, fired seven birdies on his
way to a 65. “I’ve got to have a big day
and hopefully they’re not going to have
big days,” Watson said.

Watson has been unhappy at mis-
takes in rounds each day, although he
likes the way he has been playing lately,
coming off a victory two weeks ago at
the Travelers Championship.

“I’m not where I wanted to be,”
Watson said. “I’ve missed a lot of putts.
I thought I hit the ball a lot better than
that. “I had a couple silly bogeys today.
Angry with where I’m at.” Schauffele,
who also won last year’s Tour
Championship, eagled the par-5 17th
blasting out of greenside sand from 22
feet to move within a stroke.  South
Korean-born Na won his only US PGA
title at the 2011 Shriners Hospitals Open.

“We’re definitely looking for that
second win,” he said. World number 99
Lahiri, also seeking a first PGA Tour
win, fired a career-low 61 on Friday but
shot 71 on Saturday. — AFP

Kraft, Varner
share Greenbrier
lead with
Watson lurking

WASHINGTON: Mark Reynolds went 5-for-5
with two homers and tied a team record with
10 RBIs as the Washington Nationals defeated
the visiting Miami Marlins 18-4 on Saturday.
Reynolds hit a two-run homer and a three-run
shot along with a pair of two-run singles plus
an RBI double. The 10-RBI game tied Anthony
Rendon’s team record, set April 30, 2017. On
Friday, Reynolds crushed a pinch-hit, walk-off
homer that gave Washington a 3-2 victory
over Miami. Pedro Severino added a three-run
homer that was the big hit in a seven-run fifth
inning in which Washington took charge. Max
Scherzer (11-5) gave up three solo homers and
four runs in seven innings in winning for the
first time since June 5. He had gone 0-4 in his
previous five starts.

DIAMONDBACKS 20, PADRES 5
David Peralta tied a franchise record with

five hits, and Paul Goldschmidt, Steven Souza
Jr., Nick Ahmed, Alex Avila and Ketel Marte
homered as Arizona set a franchise record for
runs scored in a rout of visiting San Diego.
Wil Myers tied a San Diego franchise record
with three home runs. The Diamondbacks fin-
ished with 18 hits and scored in all but one
inning (the fifth) while breaking the franchise
record of 18 runs in a game set against the
Los Angeles Dodgers on May 17, 2014.
Peralta, Goldschmidt, Avila and Ahmed all had
three RBIs, while Souza and Daniel Descalso
had two apiece.

CUBS 8, REDS 7
Javier Baez had four hits, including a solo

homer, and Chicago rallied from a five-run
deficit to topple visiting Cincinnati. Baez and
Ben Zobrist drove in two runs apiece, while
Addison Russell and Victor Caratini each had
two hits, two runs and an RBI. Randy Rosario
(4-0) pitched 2 1/3 innings of scoreless relief
to get the victory. Brandon Morrow collected
his 20th save. The Cubs completed their
comeback with four eighth-inning runs. Baez’s
infield single tied the game 7-7, and Anthony
Rizzo’s groundout brought home Zobrist with
the go-ahead run.

RED SOX 15, ROYALS 4
Xander Bogaerts ignited a comeback with

a three-run triple at Kansas City, sending
Boston to a fifth consecutive victory. Mookie
Betts had four hits, and Andrew Benintendi
homered and scored four runs. The Red Sox
used four-, three- and seven-run uprisings to
rescue left-hander David Price, who gave up
four runs in 4 2/3 innings. The loss was
Kansas City’s eighth in a row. The Royals have
been outscored 54-23 in that stretch.

TWINS 5, ORIOLES 4
Max Kepler homered for the second

straight game, and Bobby Wilson drove in
three runs as Minnesota rallied for its third
consecutive victory, beating Baltimore in
Minneapolis. It was the fifth straight loss for
Balt imore and the 12th in 13 games. The
Orioles, who own the worst record in the
majors, lost for the 35th time in 47 road
games. Wilson-in the midst of a 1-for-35
slump and hitless in 19 consecutive at-bats-
had two hits, including a two-run double in
the sixth that proved to be the game-winner.

CARDINALS 3, GIANTS 2
Carlos Martinez pitched seven strong

innings for his third consecutive win and
helped his cause with an RBI double as St.

Louis won at  San Francisco. Al l  three
Cardinals runs came against Giants right-han-
der Jeff Samardzija (1-5), who was returning
from the disabled list to pitch in the majors for
the first time since May 29. Martinez (6-4)
allowed one run and six hits in his seven
innings. He struck out three and did not walk a
batter. Bud Norris worked a 1-2-3 ninth inning
to record his 17th save.

PHILLIES 3, PIRATES 2
Philadelphia stacked together three con-

secutive two-out hits, including Jorge Alfaro’s
go-ahead RBI double in a three-run seventh
inning, to charge past host Pittsburgh for a
sixth win in a row. Starling Marte was 3-for-4
with two runs and a solo home run for the
Pirates, who lost  their  f i f th straight .
Philadelphia starter Jake Arrieta (6-6) gave up
two runs and six hits in seven innings with
eight strikeouts and one walk for his first win
since May 29. He was 0-4 in six starts in the
interim. Rookie Victor Arano recorded his
second career save.

YANKEES 8, BLUE JAYS 5
Brett Gardner and Aaron Judge opened the

game with consecutive home runs, Luis
Severino won his fifth consecutive start, and
New York won at Toronto. Gardner also had a
two-run triple and Brandon Drury hit a two-
run double.  Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman
struck out the first batter in the ninth inning
before leaving the mound with knee discom-
fort. Chasen Shreve replaced him and gave up
a homer before securing the victory. Kevin
Pillar hit a two-run homer for the Blue Jays,
and Randal Grichuk and Aledmys Diaz added
solo shots.

RAYS 3, METS 0
Blake Snell tossed 7 1/3 scoreless innings

in winning his fourth consecutive start, and
Tampa Bay received two RBIs from Wilson
Ramos in a win at  New York. The Rays
climbed back to .500 at 44-44 with their 10th
win in 14 games. The Mets had their two-
game winning streak snapped and have lost
24 of 32. Snell (12-4) held New York hitless in
14 plate appearances with runners on base.
The left-hander allowed six hits and three
walks while striking out nine. He lowered his
ERA to an American League-leading 2.09.

ROCKIES 5, MARINERS 1
Noel Cuevas had three hits, including a

three-run homer to break a seventh-inning tie,
as Colorado earned a victory at Seattle. The
Rockies won their fifth in a row and posted
their eighth victory in nine games. Colorado
starter Kyle Freeland pitched five innings and

allowed one run on five hits. Scott Oberg (2-0)
got the win with one perfect inning of relief.

ASTROS 12, WHITE SOX 6
Yuli Gurriel and Alex Bregman slugged

homers, and Houston pounded vis i t ing
Chicago. Bregman finished 3-for-5 with three
runs and two RBIs. He led a parade of six
Astros with multi-hit games, including Gurriel
(2-for-4, four RBIs), and Evan Gattis (2-for-4,
RBI, walk). White Sox starter James Shields
allowed season-high totals in hits (10) and
earned runs (eight) while laboring through 5
2/3 innings.

TIGERS 7, RANGERS 2
Detroit scored seven first-inning runs off

Cole Hamels with the aid of a three-run error,
and Mike Fiers tossed six strong innings in a
victory over visiting Texas. Niko Goodrum had
the second four-hit game of his career. Nicholas
Castellanos had a solo homer while Mikie
Mahtook and Jose Iglesias each contributed
two hits and an RBI in Detroit’s second straight
win. Fiers (6-5) gave up one run on five hits
while walking one and striking out six.

A’S 6, INDIANS 3 (11 INNINGS)
Stephen Piscotty hit a tiebreaking, two-run

homer in the 11th inning to help Oakland win
at Cleveland. Piscotty’s eighth homer of the
season came off reliever Josh Tomlin (0-5),
who was victimized on a 3-2 cutter that was
clocked at 86 mph. Cleveland’s Corey Kluber
pitched seven scoreless innings but had to
settle for a no-decision after his bullpen blew
a 3-0 lead in the eighth. The Indians had their
five-game winning streak snapped.

BRAVES 5, BREWERS 1
Freddie Freeman had three hits to support

Anibal Sanchez in Atlanta’s win at Milwaukee.
Freeman went 3-for-4, scored twice and drove
in a run with an eighth-inning triple. Freeman
then scored in the eighth when Nick Markakis
followed with a triple. The Braves tacked on a
third run in the eighth on Ryan Flaherty’s
pinch-hit  s ingle with the bases loaded.
Sanchez (4-2) pitched 6 2/3 innings and
allowed one run on two hits and one walk. He
struck out a season-high eight batters.

DODGERS 3, ANGELS 1
Ross Stripling pitched six strong innings,

and Justin Turner hit a two-run single as the
Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the Los
Angeles in Anaheim, Calif. Stripling (7-2) didn’t
walk anyone and allowed just one run, lowering
his ERA to 2.22. Mike Trout led the Angels with
his 25th homer of the season, tied for second in
the majors. Trout went 3-for-4. — Reuters

Reynolds’ walk-off 
home run lifts
Nationals to 3-2
win over Marlins

WASHINGTON: Starlin Castro #13 of the Miami Marlins singles against the
Washington Nationals during the fifth inning at Nationals Park on Saturday in
Washington, DC. — AFP


