
HELSINKI: Presidents Donald Trump
and Vladimir Putin vowed a fresh start to
troubled relations between the world’s
greatest nuclear powers at their first sum-
mit yesterday, as the American leader
rejected a chance to condemn Moscow’s
alleged manipulation of US elections. The
US and Russian leaders came out of their
meeting in Helsinki expressing a desire to
cooperate on global challenges, after talks
on an array of issues from Syria, Ukraine
and China to trade tariffs and the size of
their nuclear arsenals.

Standing alongside Putin at a joint news
conference, Trump said he had “spent a
great deal of time talking about” election
meddling, without going into detail or
explicitly condemning any interference,
after 12 Russian agents were indicted in
the United States. Rather, when pressed
about the verdict of his own intelligence
chiefs, Trump stressed that Putin had deliv-
ered a “powerful” denial of any Russian
vote meddling and said the US investiga-

tion by special counsel Robert Mueller had
been a “disaster” for the United States.

Trump again denied any collusion
between his campaign and the Kremlin,
while Putin insisted: “The Russian state has
never interfered and is not planning to
interfere in the USA’s internal affairs.” The
US leader, bent on forging a personal bond
with the Kremlin chief despite the election
allegations, went into the summit blaming
the “stupidity” of his predecessors for
plunging ties to their present low.
Afterwards, both men were determined to
accentuate the positive. “Our relationship
has never been worse than it is now.
However, that changed as of about four
hours ago. I really believe that,” Trump
said, vowing the summit was “only the
beginning”. 

Putin said: “It is obvious to everyone
that bilateral ties are going through a diffi-
cult period. However there are no objective
reasons for these difficulties, the current
tense atmosphere.” Praising the “frank and
business-like atmosphere” of the summit,
the Russian leader said he considered the
talks “very successful and useful”. The two
leaders met one-on-one for more than two
hours in the Finnish capital for the historic
summit, with just their interpreters present,
before they were joined by their national
security teams. 

Many in Washington were agog at
Trump’s decision to sit alone with Putin,
worried about what he might bargain
away to the former KGB spymaster, after
previously cosying up to the autocratic
leaders of China and North Korea.
Indeed, some domestic critics wanted
the Helsinki summit called off entirely,
after the 12 Russians were indicted by
Mueller under a long-running probe into

Moscow’s alleged hacking of Democratic
emails in a bid to drive Trump to victory.

But Trump, convinced his unique
brand of diplomacy could make inroads
with Putin, pressed ahead and looked
forward to “having an extraordinary
relationship” as the pair sat down to dis-
cuss the global hotspots. Putin, basking
in congratulations from Trump and other 
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News in brief

KFH, AUB mull possible merger

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has invited
Bahrain’s Ahli United Bank (AUB) to sign a memo-
randum of understanding and non-disclosure
agreement to pursue strategic opportunities for
global growth and expansion. The deal, if confirmed,
aims to establish a new banking entity that will
accommodate the rapid developments in the world
banking industry, KFH said in a statement posted on
Kuwait Stock Exchange’s (Boursa Kuwait) official
website. Meanwhile, the Bahraini bank released a
statement confirming that it has received the offer.
KFH said that it would provide further updates on
the matter in due course. — KUNA 

Israel frees Turkish woman 

JERUSALEM: Israel has released a Turkish
woman who had been arrested while visiting on a
tourist visa and accused of helping the Palestinian
militant group Hamas, in a case that angered
Ankara, Israel and her lawyer said yesterday.
Turkey threatened retaliation after Ebru Ozkan’s
detention last month. Ozkan, 27, arrived overnight
on a scheduled flight from Tel Aviv, the state-run
Anadolu news agency said. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has already called Ozkan to pass on his
best wishes after her return, said his spokesman
Ibrahim Kalin, describing her incarceration as
“unfounded”. Anadlou quoted Ozkan, upon landing,
as thanking Erdogan for having been “kind enough
to be very interested in my case”. — Agencies 

Kuwait’s senior security, military 
chiefs hold coordinative meeting

MP urges govt to treat bedoons like immigrants in France

Indian woman gang-raped, killed 

NEW DELHI: Indian police arrested two men yes-
terday over the gang rape and burning to death of a
woman, the latest shocking crime against females in
the country, officials said. Five men allegedly took it in
turns to rape the woman after barging into her home
early on Saturday, before dragging her to a Hindu
temple where they burned her to death in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh. Initial investigations found
the men, who are members of the same extended
family as the victim and from the same locality, were
“annoyed” with the 35-year-old for meeting a partic-
ular man, local police chief Radhey Mohan Bhardwaj
said. Police said the mother-of-two revealed the iden-
tities of the accused to her husband over the phone
after the alleged rape and before they took her to the
nearby temple and murdered her. — AFP 

By B Izzak and Agencies 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s defense ministry, interior ministry
and national guard held a coordination meeting yester-
day at the Operations and Planning Authority to discuss
joint cooperation to address regional conditions. The
defense ministry’s directorate of moral guidance and
public relations said in a statement that the joint meet-
ing depicted the joint and ongoing cooperation
between the security and military establishments for
the service of homeland security and citizens.

The meeting was attended by Chief of the General
Staff of the Kuwaiti Army Lt-Gen Mohammad Khaled
Al-Khodr, Interior Ministry’s Acting Undersecretary Lt
Gen Essam Al-Nahham and Head of Operations and
Planning at the National Guard Maj Gen Faleh Shujaa,
the statement added. The security and military officers
briefed the meeting on the latest precautionary meas-
ures and steps taken to tackle the latest regional devel-
opments. They examined common plans, missions and
joint training programs as well as coordination mecha-
nisms, it said.

Taking part in the coordinative meeting were
Deputy Chief of Staff Gen Sheikh Abdullah Al-Nawaf

Al-Sabah, Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations and
Planning Brig Gen Mohammed Al-Kandari, MoI’s
Assistant Undersecretary for Operations Maj-Gen
Jamal Al-Sayegh and a number of high-ranking military
officials. 

Separately, MP Saleh Ashour yesterday urged the
government to benefit from employing thousands of
stateless people or bedoons, recalling the example of
how naturalized African immigrants won the World Cup
for France. “France won the World Cup thanks to natu-
ralized Africans. Here we have hundreds of doctors,
engineers, teachers, technicians and administrators
from the bedoons but they are not being employed to
benefit the country. This is unfair,” Ashour wrote on his
Twitter account. He also questioned the “wrong policy”
being adopted by the government over the bedoons.

There are around 120,000 bedoons living in Kuwait
who claim the right to Kuwaiti citizenship. The govern-
ment says that a majority of the bedoons or their
ancestors arrived from other countries and destroyed
their identification documents to claim the right to citi-
zenship. The government however admits that around
34,000 of the bedoons qualify for consideration for cit-
izenship while the rest have no right.

Meanwhile, liberal MP Omar Al-Tabtabaei yesterday
called for a solution that is in line with the constitution
over the jailing of opposition MPs and activists who
were convicted of storming the National Assembly
building around seven years ago. Tabtabaei said the
lawmakers and activists had been sentenced to jail for
their political positions and after fighting corruption,
adding that their action of entering the Assembly was a

reaction to corruption scandals.
The lawmaker called for resolving the issue by clos-

ing this chapter to strengthen domestic stability and
national unity amid destabilization factors in the region.
Tabtabaei said he totally respects the Kuwaiti judiciary
and its verdicts but called for a solution under the
Kuwaiti constitution in a bid to prevent any unwanted
negative consequences.

KUWAIT: Senior defense ministry, interior ministry and national guard officials hold a coordination meeting yesterday. — KUNA 

ISTANBUL: Ebru Ozkan (left) arrives at Ataturk
Airport yesterday after she was released by an
Israeli court. — AFP 

Mogherini: We share a
common vision with Kuwait
BRUSSELS: European Union High
Representative Federica Mogherini
yesterday described her meeting with
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, Kuwait’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, in Brussels on Friday as “excel-
lent” and announced that the 28-mem-
ber bloc will open an embassy in
Kuwait. “We had an excellent meeting
with the foreign minister of Kuwait as
always. It is a country with whom we
share a common vision in the region
and in international work,” she told
reporters ahead of a meeting of EU
foreign ministers in Brussels.

“By the way, Kuwait is doing an
excellent work in the Security Council.
We are cooperating closely with them.
I announced to the foreign minister
our intention to open a European
Union delegation (embassy) in the
country. So good news. And to
strengthen more our cooperation,”
declared the EU foreign policy chief.
“It is going to be very important as we
need friends and partners and we are
cultivating friendships in a very con-
sistent manner,” she added.

In reply to a question on comments

made by US President Donald Trump
that the EU is a foe of the US,
Mohgerini replied that “US is for sure
a friend and partner. Change in the
administration does not change friend-
ship with countries and people.”
Mogherini added that she will brief the
EU ministers on her visit to Libya on
Saturday, and discuss the situation in
North Korea. — KUNA 

BRUSSELS: EU High Representative
Federica Mogherini talks to reporters
yesterday. — KUNA 

HELSINKI: Russian President Vladimir Putin (right) and US President Donald Trump
shake hands before a meeting yesterday. — AFP 

Trump, Putin 
tout reset in 
ties at summit

LINXIA, China: Green-domed mosques
still dominate the skyline of China’s
“Little Makkah”, but they have under-
gone a profound change - no longer do
boys flit through their stone courtyards
en route to classes and prayers. In what

locals told AFP they fear is a deliberate
move to eradicate Islam, the atheist rul-
ing Communist Party has banned minors
under 16 from religious activity or study
in Linxia, a deeply Islamic region in
western China that had offered a haven
of comparative religious freedom for the
ethnic Hui Muslims there.

China governs Xinjiang, another
majority Muslim region in its far west,
with an iron fist to weed out what it calls
“religious extremism” and “separatism”
in the wake of deadly unrest, throwing
ethnic Uighurs into shadowy re-educa-
tion camps without due process for 
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Muslims in 
China fear 
eradication 
of Islam

GUANHE, China:  This picture taken on Feb 27, 2018 shows ethnic Hui Muslim men
arriving at a mosque in this city in China’s Gansu province. — AFP 


