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world leaders for the successful staging of the
World Cup in Russia, said: “The time has come to talk
in a substantive way about our relations and problem
areas of the world.”  Trump added: “Frankly, we have
not been getting along for the last number of years. And
I really think the world wants to see us get along. We
are the two great nuclear powers.”

Trump began the day by firing a Twitter broadside
at his domestic opponents, blaming the diplomatic chill
on the investigation into alleged Russian election med-
dling. “Our relationship with Russia has NEVER been
worse thanks to many years of US foolishness and stu-
pidity and now, the Rigged Witch Hunt!” Trump tweet-
ed. Russia’s foreign ministry tweeted in response: “We
agree.” Trump’s US opponents tried, in turn, to gain
traction for the sarcastic hashtag lampooning his
reluctance to criticise the Kremlin: #BAF (Blame
America First).

After a stormy NATO summit in Brussels last week,
Trump was accused by critics of prioritizing his ties to
Putin over the transatlantic alliance. But over breakfast
with Finland’s President Sauli Niinisto, he insisted
NATO “has never been stronger” and “never been

more together” thanks to his insistence on all allies
paying their fair share.

In a weekend interview with CBS News, Trump
admitted that Russia remains a foe, but he put
Moscow on a par with China and the European Union
as economic and diplomatic rivals. Yet after the bad-
tempered NATO summit and a contentious trip by
Trump to Britain, anxious European leaders will have
been relieved if not much came out of the Helsinki
meeting. Those leaders are already fuming over
Trump’s imposition of trade tariffs on various coun-
tries, including Russia. 

Turning the tables, European Union President
Donald Tusk said Trump was guilty of “spreading fake
news” with his remark about foes, and warned that the
trade tensions could spiral into violent “conflict and
chaos”. “Europe and China, America and Russia, today
in Beijing and in Helsinki, are jointly responsible for
improving the world order, not for destroying it,” he
tweeted. “I hope this message reaches Helsinki.”

Protesters were on the streets of Helsinki to
denounce the policies of both Trump and Putin.
Greenpeace draped a giant banner down a church tow-
er urging: “Warm our hearts not our planet.” Trump
was also under pressure from Britain to press Putin
over the nerve agent poisoning of four people in south-
ern England. One of the victims, Dawn Sturgess, has
died and her 19-year-old son Ewan Hope told the
Sunday Mirror newspaper: “We need to get justice for
my mum.” But at the news conference, Trump made no
mention of the Novichok incident. — AFP 
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minor infractions such as owning a Holy Quran or
even growing a beard. Now, Hui Muslims fear similar
surveillance and repression. “The winds have shifted” in
the past year, explained a senior imam who requested
anonymity, adding: “Frankly, I’m very afraid they’re going
to implement the Xinjiang model here.”

Local authorities have severely curtailed the number
of students over 16 officially allowed to study in each
mosque and limited certification processes for new
imams. They have also instructed mosques to display
national flags and stop sounding the call to prayer to
reduce “noise pollution” - with loudspeakers removed
entirely from all 355 mosques in a neighboring county.
“They want to secularize Muslims, to cut off Islam at the
roots,” the imam said, shaking with barely restrained
emotion. “These days, children are not allowed to believe
in religion: only in Communism and the party.”

More than 1,000 boys used to attend his mid-sized
mosque to study Quranic basics during summer and
winter school holidays but now they are banned from
even entering the premises. His classrooms are still full of
huge Arabic books from Saudi Arabia, browned with age
and bound in heavy leather. But only 20 officially regis-
tered pupils over the age of 16 are now allowed to use
them. Parents were told the ban on extracurricular
Quranic study was for their children’s own good, so they
could rest and focus on secular coursework.

But most are utterly panicked. “We’re scared, very
scared. If it goes on like this, after a generation or two,
our traditions will be gone,” said Ma Lan, a 45-year-old
caretaker, tears dripping quietly into her uneaten bowl of
beef noodle soup. Inspectors checked her local mosque
every few days during the last school holiday to ensure
none of the 70 or so village boys were present. Their
imam initially tried holding lessons in secret before sun-
rise but soon gave up, fearing repercussions. Instead of
studying five hours a day at the mosque, her 10-year-old
son stayed home watching television. He dreams of being
an imam, but his schoolteachers have encouraged him to
make money and become a Communist cadre, she said.

The Hui number nearly 10 million, half of the coun-
try’s Muslim population, according to 2012 government
statistics. In Linxia, they have historically been well inte-
grated with the ethnic Han majority, able to openly
express their devotion and center their lives around

their faith. Women in headscarves dish out boiled lamb
in mirror-panelled halal eateries while streams of white-
hatted men meander into mosques for afternoon
prayers, passing shops hawking rugs, incense and “eight
treasure tea,” a local specialty including dates and dried
chrysanthemum buds.

But in January, local officials signed a decree -
obtained by AFP - pledging to ensure that no individual
or organization would “support, permit, organize or
guide minors towards entering mosques for Quranic
study or religious activities”, or push them towards reli-
gious beliefs. Imams there were all asked to comply in
writing, and just one refused, earning fury from officials
and embarrassment from colleagues, who have since
shunned him.

“I cannot act contrary to my beliefs. Islam requires
education from cradle to grave. As soon as children are
able to speak we should begin to teach them our
truths,” he explained to AFP. “It feels like we are slowly
moving back towards the repression of the Cultural
Revolution,” a nationwide purge from 1966 until 1976
when local mosques were dismantled or turned into
donkey sheds, he said.

Other imams complained authorities were issuing
fewer certificates required to practice or teach and now
only to graduates of state-sanctioned institutions. “For
now, there are enough of us, but I fear for the future.
Even if there are still students, there won’t be anyone of
quality to teach them,” said one imam. Local authorities
failed to answer repeated calls from AFP seeking com-
ment but Linxia’s youth ban comes as China rolls out its
newly revised Religious Affairs Regulations. 

The rules have intensified punishments for unsanc-
tioned religious activities across all faiths and regions.
Beijing is targeting minors “as a way to ensure that faith
traditions die out while also maintaining the govern-
ment’s control over ideological affairs,” charged William
Nee, China researcher at Amnesty International. Another
imam said the tense situation in Xinjiang was at the root
of changes in Linxia. The government believes that “reli-
gious piety fosters fanaticism, which spawns extremism,
which leads to terrorist acts - so they want to secularize
us,” he explained. 

But many Hui are quick to distinguish themselves from
Uighurs. “They believe in Islam too, but they’re violent
and bloodthirsty. We’re nothing like that,” said Muslim
hairdresser Ma Jiancai, 40, drawing on common stereo-
types. Sitting under the elegant eaves of a Sufi shrine
complex, a young scholar from Xinjiang explained that
his family had sent him alone aged five to Linxia to study
the Holy Quran with a freedom not possible in his home-
town. “Things are very different here,” he said with knit-
ted brows. “I hope to stay.” — AFP 
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ISTANBUL: People gather on 15 July Martyrs Bridge to attend the July 15 coup’s second anniversary on Sunday. — AFP 

SORONG, Indonesia: A club-and-machete wielding
mob in Indonesia butchered nearly 300 crocodiles in
an act of revenge after a local man was killed by one of
the reptiles, authorities said yesterday. Images from the
scene showed dozens of dead crocodiles lying on top
of each other and covered in blood after the attack at a
breeding farm in Papua province. The incident hap-
pened Saturday following the funeral of the 48-year-
old man who was killed after he entered an enclosure
while looking for grass to feed his livestock, police and
conservation officials said.

“One of the crocodile farm employees... heard some-
one screaming for help and ran to the scene where they
saw a person being mauled by a crocodile,” said Basar
Manullang, head of Indonesia’s Natural Resources
Conservation Agency in West Papua. The man’s family
and “hundreds” of other locals, angry over the farm’s
location near a residential area, marched to the police

station where they were told the breeder would pay
compensation, he added.

But the mob was not satisfied and headed to the
crocodile farm armed with clubs, knives, machetes and
shovels which they used to slaughter some 292 crocs,
ranging from palm-sized babies to two-metre adults,
authorities said. Outnumbered police and conservation
officials said they were unable to stop the grisly attack.
Criminal charges may be laid, they said. “For now we
are still questioning the witnesses,” said district police
chief Dewa Made Sidan Sutrahna.

The bloody incident highlighted the dangers of tres-
passing into a breeding farm and also raised concerns
about its safety. “They have to make sure that the farm
has good barriers and they need to step up security
with CCTV and security signs to warn people” of the
dangers, said Dwi Nugroho Adhiasto, program manag-
er at the World Conservation Society’s Indonesia office.

The Southeast Asian archipelago is home to a vast
array of wildlife, including several species of crocodile
that regularly attack and kill humans. In March authori-
ties in Borneo shot and killed a six-meter long croco-
dile after it ate a local palm plantation worker. Two
years ago, a Russian tourist was killed by a crocodile in
the Raja Ampat islands, a popular diving site in
Indonesia’s east.  — AFP 
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This photo on July 14, 2018 shows two men standing among dead crocodiles slaughtered by a mob in Sorong
in Indonesia’s Papua province. — AFP 

LONDON: Scientists studying the effects of the poten-
tially game-changing gene editing tool CRISPR/Cas9
have found it can cause unexpected genetic damage
which could lead to dangerous changes in some cells. The
findings, published in the journal Nature Biotechnology
yesterday, have safety implications for gene therapies that
are being developed using CRISPR/Cas9 - a type of
molecular scissor technology that can be used to edit
DNA. They also add to findings published last month
which suggested the CRISPR gene editing tool may inad-
vertently increase cancer risk in some cells.

“We found that changes in the DNA have been seri-
ously underestimated before now,” said Allan Bradley, a
professor at Britain’s Wellcome Sanger Institute who
co-led the research published yesterday. Shares of
gene-editing companies CRISPR Therapeutics AG ,

Editas Medicine Inc, Sangamo Therapeutics and Intellia
Therapeutics Inc fell sharply yesterday. “Intellia does
not believe that these findings significantly impact the
path forward for CRISPR-based therapeutics,” it said
in a statement. Editas said the company was “not
specifically concerned” about the latest findings.
CRISPR and Sangamo did not immediately respond to
a request for comment.

CRISPR/Cas9, one of the newest genome editing tools,
can alter sections of DNA in cells by cutting at specific
points and introducing changes at that location and is
seen by many as a promising way to create treatments for
diseases such as HIV or cancer. Experts say treatments
like these could inactivate a disease-causing gene, or cor-
rect a genetic mutation, but much more research is still
needed to ensure techniques are safe. 

Bradley’s team carried out a full systematic study in
both mouse and human cells and discovered that
CRISPR/Cas9 frequently caused extensive mutations
including large genetic rearrangements such as DNA
deletions and insertions. These could lead to important
genes being switched on or off - as intended by the ther-
apies - but could also have major unexpected implica-
tions, the scientists said. They warned that some the
changes seen in this study were too far away from the
target site to be picked up with standard analysis and
testing methods. — Reuters 
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