
MINNESOTA: Brian Dozier hit a walk-off grand slam with
one out in the bottom of the 10th inning to give the
Minnesota Twins a wild 11-7 victory over the Tampa Bay
Rays Sunday afternoon at Target Field in Minneapolis. It
was the 16th homer of the season and fourth career grand
slam for Dozier who drove a 1-1 changeup from Matt
Andriese into the left field stands to give the Twins their
ninth victory in 11 games. Dozier finished with two hits, five
RBIs and two runs scored. 

Eddie Rosario had three hits, two RBIs and scored
twice, Robbie Grossman had two hits and Jorge Polanco
also scored two runs for Minnesota, which bounced back
from a 19-6 thrashing by the Rays on Saturday afternoon.
Jake Cave opened the 10th inning with a leadoff double off
Andriese (2-4), the ninth pitcher used by the Rays. After
Mitch Garver sacrificed Cave to third, Joe Mauer and
Rosario were both intentionally walked setting the stage for
Dozier’s heroics.

Pirates 7, Brewers 6 (10 innings)
Josh Bell hit a walk-off two-run double in the 10th

inning as Pittsburgh won its sixth straight game, 7-6 over
visiting Milwaukee, to sweep a five-game series. Facing
Brewers reliever Dan Jennings (3-3), Bell drove the ball to
the wall in center as rain began to pour, bringing home
Gregory Polanco and Colin Moran, who had each singled.
The Brewers, who have lost six in a row and eight of 10,
had taken a 6-5 lead in the top of the 10th against Tanner
Anderson (1-0) on an RBI single by Brett Phillips, who hit a
tiebreaking three-run triple in the eighth inning.

Cardinals 6, Reds 4
Matt Carpenter and Dexter Fowler homered, and Tommy

Pham had two hits and two RBIs as St Louis beat visiting
Cincinnati in interim manager Mike Shildt’s debut. Right-
hander John Gant (3-3) pitched four innings of hitless relief
as the Cardinals broke a three-game losing streak in their
first game under Shildt, who was promoted from bench
coach when Mike Matheny was fired after 6 1/2 seasons fol-
lowing Saturday’s loss to the Reds. Shildt joined the major
league staff in 2016 after winning three minor league titles in
eight seasons in the Cardinals’ minor league system. Yadier
Molina also had an RBI single for the Cardinals (48-46),
who had lost six straight home games and were in danger of
falling to .500 for the first time since April 13, when they
were 7-7.

Red Sox 5, Blue Jays 2
Xander Bogaerts provided an encore to Saturday’s

walk-off grand slam with a solo home run and two RBIs to
help Boston beat visiting Toronto in the finale of a four-
game series. Bogaerts’ 10th-inning slam gave the Red Sox a
6-2 win Saturday and secured at least a series split. Boston
won Thursday’s opener 6-4, but lost to Toronto 13-7 Friday
to snap its major league-best 10-game win streak.  Brock
Holt drove in two runs and Jackie Bradley Jr. added an RBI
for the Red Sox, who enter the All-Star break with an
MLB-best 68-30 record. Boston won 12 of its last 13 and 19
of 23 games before the break. The Red Sox lead the AL
East by 4 1/2 games over the New York Yankees.

Rockies 4, Mariners 3
Trevor Story led off the bottom of the ninth with a

game-winning homer, lifting surging Colorado over visiting
Seattle.Story capped a rainy afternoon when he drove a 2-
2 cutter from Nick Vincent (3-2) 434 feet into the right-
center field seats, touching off the celebratory fireworks. It
was the 20th homer of the season for the All-Star shortstop
and his first career game-ending homer. Story’s homer
helped the Rockies head into the break with a flourish, lift-
ing Colorado to its 10th win in 12 games and 13th win in 16
games. The Mariners lost for the eighth time in 11 games.

Indians 5, Yankees 2
Michael Brantley led off the bottom of the eighth inning

with a tiebreaking home run as Cleveland beat visiting New
York. Brantley helped the Indians get a split of the four-
game series with his 12th homer of the season. He gave
Cleveland its first lead of the game by lifting a 94.5 mph
fastball from Chad Green (5-2) high enough to clear the
right-center field fence. The ball traveled an estimated 387
feet and Brantley needed every inch as right fielder
Giancarlo Stanton scaled the fence in an ill-fated attempt
to make the catch.  Masahiro Tanaka gave up two runs on
six hits in 6 1/3 innings in his second start since returning
from two strained hamstrings.

Cubs 7, Padres 4
The Cubs jumped to a 5-0 lead after two innings and

Jon Lester picked up his 12th win of the season as Chicago
completed a three-game sweep of San Diego.  Lester (12-
2) allowed three runs on six hits and three walks with seven
strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings. With the win, the Cubs head into
the All-Star break with a 2 1/2-game lead in the National
League Central. All five of the Cubs’ runs in the first two
innings were scored against Padres rookie left-hander Eric
Lauer, who fell to 5-6. He allowed five runs on five hits and
one walk and departed after the second.

Athletics 6, Giants 2
Visiting Oakland strung together four consecutive sin-

gles in a four-run fourth inning to hand San Francisco its
first home series loss since April in the battle of interleague
rivals. Sean Manaea (9-6) outdueled Andrew Suarez (3-6)
in a matchup of left-handers, helping the A’s complete a 4-
3, 6-2 weekend sweep after the Giants had prevailed 7-1
Friday night in the series opener. Piscotty had two hits,
scored twice and drove in two runs for the A’s. The Giants
had won (10) or tied (two) their last 12 home series dating
back to April 11 against Arizona. The teams will meet in a
three-game rematch immediately following the All-Star
break in Oakland.

Tigers 6, Astros 3
John Hicks slugged a two-run homer to ignite a surpris-

ing power surge and Detroit averted a series sweep with a
win at Houston. Hicks’ 400-foot blast off Astros right-han-
der Justin Verlander (9-5) keyed a three-run second inning
and set the tone for Detroit, which ended a seven-game
losing skid. The Tigers slugged four home runs, all against
Verlander, after entering the game last in the majors in
dingers with 76. Facing his former team for the first time
since a waiver deadline trade shipped him to Houston last
August, Verlander became just the fifth pitcher in history to
allow at least four home runs in a start where he posted 12-
plus strikeouts. He allowed a season-high six runs (five

earned) on six hits without walking a batter.

Dodgers 5, Angels 3
KikÈ Hernandez’s seventh-inning home run snapped a

3-3 tie and helped lead the hosts over the Angels at Dodger
Stadium. Andrew Toles’ two-out RBI single in the eighth
inning provided an insurance run, helping the Dodgers take
two of three in the series and win their fourth of five games
heading into the All-Star break. Dodgers starter Clayton
Kershaw gave up a three-run home run to Jefry Marte, but
otherwise held the Angels scoreless in 6 2/3 innings. Kenta
Maeda (7-5) relieved Kershaw in the seventh and got the
final out of the inning, a brief appearance but enough to
earn the victory. Kenley Jansen pitched a 1-2-3 ninth for his
27th save.

Braves 5, Diamondbacks 1
Right-hander Julio Teheran took a shutout into the sev-

enth inning as Atlanta salvaged one win in its three-game
home series against Arizona.  Dansby Swanson and Freddie
Freeman each hit RBI doubles to a four-run third inning
against Diamondbacks left-hander Patrick Corbin (6-4),
giving Teheran and three relievers all the offensive support
they would need.  Teheran (7-6), who had won just twice in
nine starts after opening the season 4-1, limited the
Diamondbacks to four hits in 6 1/3 innings. He walked three
and struck out six.

Nationals 6, Mets 1
Daniel Murphy continued to haunt his former team

when he laced a two-run pinch-hit single to spark a
five-run seventh inning that lifted Washington to a win
at New York. The Nationals opened and closed the
four-game series with wins to reach the All-Star Break
at .500. The Mets have lost 34 of their last 48 during
their worst first half of a full season since 1993, when
they were 27-60 at the All-Star break.  The teams trad-
ed run-scoring fielder’s choice groundouts in the sec-
ond inning before matching zeroes until the Nationals

unloaded against three Mets relievers in the seventh.

Marlins 10, Phillies 5
Brian Anderson hit a three-run homer as part of an

eight-run fifth inning, and last-place Miami defeated visit-
ing Philadelphia. Anderson went 3-for-5 and has 109 hits,
the most by a major league rookie before the All-Star
break since two players did it in 2003.In their last game
before the All-Star break, the Marlins completed a week in
which they took two out of three games from a pair of first-
place teams, the Milwaukee Brewers and then the Phillies.
Marlins reliever Elieser Hernandez (2-5) earned the win,
pitching one scoreless inning.

Orioles 6, Rangers 5
Adam Jones lined a three-run double as part of a five-run

third inning as Baltimore scored a come-from-behind victory
over visiting Texas. The Orioles used a bullpen format, after
likely starting pitcher Jimmy Yacabonis became ill in recent
days. So, manager Buck Showalter began with Miguel
Castro, who struggled right from the start. He walked the
first three batters and Ronald Guzman hit a grand slam over
the wall in right for a quick 4-0 lead. But the Orioles battled
back, getting a solo homer from Manny Machado in the bot-
tom of the first and doubles from Caleb Joseph and Jones in
the third to take a 5-4 lead. Zach Britton came on and closed
the game in the ninth for his fourth save.

White Sox 10, Royals 1
Lucas Giolito pitched 6 1/3 scoreless innings as Chicago

walloped visiting Kansas City, which lost for the 13th time
in 15 games. Daniel Palka and Yoan Moncada each had
three hits and a home run for the White Sox, who took two
of three games in the weekend series. Giolito (6-8), a right-
hander, allowed two hits, walked three and struck out six as
he improved to 3-0 in his career against the Royals. It was
his first scoreless start of the season and his best at home,
as he entered the game at 2-4 with an 8.65 ERA at
Guaranteed Rate Field.— Reuters
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LONDON: Britain’s Anthony Joshua will
defend his World Boxing Association,
World Boxing Organization and
International Boxing Federation heavy-
weight titles against Russia’s Alexander
Povetkin at London’s Wembley Stadium
on September 22, promoter Eddie Hearn
announced Monday Povetkin is the
mandatory challenger for Joshua’s WBA
title and a successful bout against the
Russian would give the London 2012
Olympic champion greater freedom to
choose his next opponent. Joshua had
been hoping to fight fellow unbeaten
heavyweight champion Deontay Wilder,
who holds the World Boxing Council
belt, but he could yet face the American
in April 2019.

“I can’t wait to get back in the ring.
The end of March feels a long time ago

now,” said Joshua, who beat Joseph
Parker of New Zealand by unanimous
points decision in Cardiff on March
31.”Povetkin is a serious challenge that I
will prepare meticulously for. He has
serious pedigree and only a fool would
underestimate what he brings to the
table. “Training hasn’t stopped for me,
but the next 10 weeks ahead will be
intense both mentally and physically. “I
will push myself to breaking point to
make sure I am in peak condition for
another huge night for British boxing at
Wembley Stadium on September 22nd.”
Joshua, 28, won his first world title in
2016 and has made five defenses, taking
his record to 21-0 with 20 knockouts.

Wilder, 32, improved to 40-0 with
39 knockouts when he knocked out
previously unbeaten Cuban Luis Ortiz
in the tenth round in Brooklyn, New
York, on March 3. Meanwhile Povetkin,
38, knocked out David Price on the
undercard of Joshua’s victory over
Parker. He previously fought for the
titles Joshua now holds in a 2013 defeat
by Wladimir Klitschko. “The battle for
the world title has always been my
goal,” Povetkin said.  “I fought for the
moment to face the strongest in the
world and on September 22nd I get my
opportunity.—AFP 
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Pirates edge Brewers 7-6; Indians beat Yankees

MINNEAPOLIS: Daniel Robertson #28 of the Tampa Bay Rays steals second base against Brian Dozier #2 of
the Minnesota Twins during the ninth inning of the game at Target Field in Minneapolis, Minnesota. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Manny Pacquiao has called
on Floyd Mayweather to come out of retirement
for a rematch, saying “let’s do a second one”
after powering to his first KO win in nine years.
The fighting Philippines senator known as “Pac-
Man” took on the dangerous Argentine WBA
welterweight champion Lucas Matthysse in
Kuala Lumpur on Sunday knowing a defeat
could have lowered the curtain on one of the
greatest careers in boxing history. Instead he
opened a glorious new act in a 23-year story
that has seen him become the only man to move
up through eight weight divisions and win world
titles in all of them.

Despite racing towards his 40th birthday,
Pacquiao looks like he is back to being the dev-
astatingly quick and ruthless power-puncher
who earned the sobriquet of world’s “best
pound-for-pound fighter” between 2000 and
2010. In 2015 Pacquiao, with a win-loss-draw
record of 60-7-2, lost a unanimous points deci-
sion to the unbeaten Mayweather (50-0) in one
of the richest fights in boxing history, but then
needed surgery on a damaged shoulder that he
claimed had restricted his movement and
punching power. 

After rolling back the years to pummel
Matthysse into seventh-round submission, the
Filipino legend is already considering the
options for his next fight, which could take place
as early as November or December.
“Mayweather? If he decides to go back to box-
ing then that is the time we are going to call the
shots,” an effervescent Pacquiao told reporters
at the Axiata Arena in Kuala Lumpur after his
stunning win.  “I have the belt, so it’s up to him.
If he wants to come back in boxing let’s do a
second one,” he grinned.

Pacquiao also highlighted British former light
welterweight world champion Amir Khan as a

potential opponent. “My next fight, I want to
defend my belt,” Pacquiao said.  He also said he
would carry on fighting past his 40th birthday in
December, despite the demands of juggling life
in the ring with a political career outside it.  “If
boxing is not my passion, I would not fight
again,” Pacquiao said.  “It’s like I’m addicted to
boxing and I really love to fight and bring honor
to my country.”

Three-weight world champion Terence
Crawford is another possible money-spinning
bout, as is a rematch with Jeff Horn, who wrest-
ed the WBO belt from Pacquiao in an ugly con-
test in Brisbane a year ago. —AFP 
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KUALA LUMPUR: Argentina’s Lucas Matthysse reacts after he was knocked down by
Philippines’ Manny Pacquiao during their world welterweight boxing championship
bout at Axiata Arena in Kuala Lumpur. — AFP 


