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American Michael Kim romps 
to his first PGA Tour victory

Kim claims spot in British Open; Finishes tournament at 27-under
ILLINOIS: American Michael Kim cruised to his first
PGA Tour victory and a trip to the British Open with a
runaway win in the John Deere Classic on Sunday. Kim
birdied his first three holes and was never challenged as
he shot five-under 66 to win
by eight strokes at TPC Deere
Run in Silvis, Illinois a day
after his 25th birthday. With
all four rounds in the 60s, the
South Korean-born golfer fin-
ished on 27-under 257, a tour-
nament record.

Italian Francesco Molinari
(64) and Americans Joel
Dahmen (65), Sam Ryder (66)
and Bronson Burgoon (69)
tied for second at 265. “I just
got off to a fantastic start,” Kim, who had missed the
cut in five of his previous six tournaments, told PGA
Tour Radio. “The putter was hot again today. To finish
with no bogeys today, I am so proud of myself.” The
trip to the British Open, which begins on Thursday at
Carnoustie in Scotland, will be Kim’s second career
major. He tied for 17th and was the low amateur at the
2013 US Open, the same year he was the national colle-
giate player of the year.

Kim, who joined the PGA Tour full-time in 2016,

began the final day with a five-stroke lead after four
consecutive birdies to complete the third round on
Saturday and added three more to start Sunday’s play.
He collected two more birdies, on the eighth and 16th

holes, before sinking a five-
foot putt for a par at the last
with his family looking on. “I
didn’t get much sleep last
night,” he said. “I probably
went through a million scenar-
ios in my head. “One of those
scenarios was if I get off to a
great start on the first two, I’ll
really show those guys not
much to look at, which would
be great.” Kim, whose previ-
ous career best finish was a

tie for third at the Safeway Open in late 2016 and was
ranked 473rd in the world at the beginning of the week,
added he felt it was only a matter of time before his
game clicked. He got off to a great start on Thursday
with a 63, the lowest round of the tournament, and
backed that up with 64s on Friday and Saturday. “Even
the last couple of weeks, I felt like the game was getting
there,” Kim told CBS Sports. “I felt like I just needed a
couple of good starts with the rounds, a couple of
swings. I felt like it was going to switch.”— Reuters 
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ILLINOIS: Michael Kim celebrates with the trophy after winning the John Deere Classic during the final round
at TPC Deere Run in Silvis, Illinois. — AFP

Briefs

NHL’s Emery dies at 35
MONTREAL: Ray Emery, who helped the Chicago
Blackhawks win the 2013 Stanley Cup during an 11-
season National Hockey League career, died Sunday in
his hometown of Hamilton, Canada. He was 35. Police
said Emery was reported missing while swimming with
friends at Hamilton Harbor. His body was found Sunday
afternoon near the spot where he was last seen, the
victim of an apparent drowning, although an official
cause of death is pending. Emery, a fourth round pick
by Ottawa in the 2001 NHL Draft, played for Ottawa,
the Philadelphia Flyers, Anaheim Ducks and
Blackhawks before retiring in 2016 with a career
record of 145-86-28 with a 2.70 goals-against average,
.906 save percentage and 16 shutouts in 287 NHL
games.— AFP 

NFL’s Sproles to retire 
WASHINGTON: Philadelphia Eagles running back
Darren Sproles, who missed most of the team’s Super
Bowl championship campaign, says in a blog posting he
will retire after the upcoming season. The 35-year-old
rusher wrote that he had planned to retire after the
2017 season but will go “one more year” after suffering
a torn knee ligament and broken arm in the third week
of last season. “Didn’t want to go out like that,” Sproles
said. Carrying the ball for the reigning Super Bowl
champions helped make the decision for him. “I’m
excited to come back and I’m even more excited to
come back to the defending Super Bowl champion
Eagles,” Sproles wrote. “We have something special
here with the team, the fans, and the city... now we want
to go back-to-back.”  —AFP 

Chandimal, coach banned 
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal,
coach Chandika Hathurusinghe and manager Asanka
Gurusinha have been banned for four one-dayers and
two tests for acting against the spirit of the game, the
International Cricket Council (ICC) said yesterday. The
trio admitted breaching the ICC’s code of conduct,
which relates to “conduct that is contrary to the spirit
of the game”, after their team refused to take the field
on the third day of the second test against West Indies
at St Lucia last month.  Match officials had accused the
team of altering the condition of the ball. The visitors
eventually resumed play under protest. The ban means
the trio will miss the ongoing home two-test series
against South Africa and the first four ODIs of the five-
match series starting on July 29. .—Reuters

Kendricks’ double success 
LONDON: American pole vault world champion Sam
Kendricks completed a double triumph over the week-
end by winning at the inaugural World Cup in London
48 hours after Diamond League success in Rabat on
Friday. Many of his compatriots, like sprinters Christian
Coleman, Ronnie Baker and Noah Lyles, chose to only
compete in Morocco but the Mississippi native took
the challenge to double up and help spearhead
America’s 57-point win in the eight-nation event. “I
jumped in Rabat on Friday to secure my spot in the
Diamond League then I came here but I am a profes-
sional jumper so I can do it and I’ve got to keep jump-
ing,” said Kendricks. —Reuters

Dixon wins IndyCar race 
MONTREAL: New Zealand’s Scott Dixon, chasing his
fifth IndyCar season title, won his third race of the year
at Sunday’s Indy Toronto event, nearly doubling his edge
in the points chase. Dixon won his 44th career IndyCar
race, third on the all-time list, and took his third win in
six races since taking third at the Indianapolis 500 after
triumphs in Detroit and Texas. “I’m stoked. It was a big
win,” Dixon said. “We were pretty sweet.” A week shy of
his 38th birthday, Dixon was a winner for the third time
in his career over 85 laps on the 11-turn, 1.786-mile tem-
porary street course at Toronto’s Exhibition Place.
Dixon, who won Toronto twice in 2013 when a pair of
races were staged on back-to-back days, kept the lead
through two intense restarts. —AFP

CHICAGO: England’s Laura Davies cruised to a
10-stroke victory Sunday at the inaugural US
Senior Women’s Open, firing a bogey-free five-
under par 68 to complete the rout at Chicago
Golf Club. The 54-year-old World Golf Hall of
Famer birdied all five par-5 holes to finish 72
holes on 16-under 276, capturing her 85th
career triumph worldwide. “It’s great, seeing this
trophy paraded down for the very first time and
I get my name on it first,” Davies said. “This
championship will be played for many years and
there will only be one first winner. Obviously
quite a proud moment for me to win that.”

American Juli Inkster was second on 286
after a closing 73 with England’s Trish Johnson
third, two strokes further adrift after a 73 in the
showdown for the world’s top 50-and-over
women golfers. Davies led Inkster by six as they
reached the par-3 10th, where the American
missed a 15-foot birdie putt and the Briton
scrambled to salvage par from 70 feet.

“That to me was when I really started to think
I might have one hand on the trophy and just
had to get the other one in there,” Davies said.
Davies, the 1987 US Women’s Open champion,
has won 20 LPGA titles and taken 45 Ladies
European Tour trophies. But she had not won
any title since the 2010 Hero Honda Women’s
Indian Open on the Ladies European Tour. “I
hadn’t won for eight years, so the pressure
you’re playing under when you’re trying to just
do something for yourself, prove to yourself you
can still win, makes this win rank highly up
there,” Davies said. “It’s hard to compare tour-
naments, but this is very high on my list of
achievements, I can assure you.”— AFP 

ILLINOIS: Laura Davies of England celebrates
with the US Senior Women’s Open trophy
after winning in the final round at Chicago
Golf Club in Wheaton, Illinois. — AFP 
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CARNOUSTIE: Tiger Woods said Sunday that he and
longtime rival Phil Mickelson are “still working” on a $10
million ‘winner-takes-all’ match. “We are still working on it
and it’s not there yet but we are trying to make it happen,”
said Woods after playing several practice holes at the
Carnoustie course in Scotland, where this year’s British
Open starts on Thursday. 

“Phil and I are friends and we are always trying to make
each other uncomfortable and needle each other,” Woods
added. Between them, the two Americans have won 19
major championships, although Woods has 14 to
Mickelson’s five. The pair’s hauls include both British Open
and US Masters titles.  Patrick Reed, this year’s Masters
champion, recently joked he would only watch Woods
tackle Mickelson if they each put up their own money.
When this point was put to him on Sunday, a laughing
Woods replied: “Of course, that is what Patrick would like
to see and it would be good of him to put up that money.” 

Meanwhile, Tiger Woods, back at the British Open this

week for the first time since 2015, will begin his campaign
in Thursday’s opening round at Carnoustie in a three-ball
with Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama and Russell Knox of
Scotland. “It has been a while and I’ve certainly missed it,”
former world number one Woods told reporters on
Monday. “This is the oldest tournament we have in our
sport. “Carnoustie is special. This is my fourth time playing
it as a tournament. 

From my first time coming here as an amateur to being
back now, it’s just amazing how this course doesn’t change.
“It’s probably the most difficult one we play in the whole
rotation,” added Woods. The 42-year-old American, world
number 16 Matsuyama and Knox, winner of the Irish Open
two weeks ago, will tee-off at 1521 local time. Fourteen-
times major champion Woods, who won the British Open
in 2000, 2005 and 2006, has missed the last two editions
because of a back problem.

Fellow American Jordan Spieth launches his title
defense at 0958 along with Justin Rose of England and
Thailand’s Kiradech Aphibarnrat. Northern Ireland’s Rory
McIlroy must wait until 1253 to tee-off with Australia’s
Marc Leishman and Thorbjorn Olesen of Denmark. World
number one Dustin Johnson will be joined in the 1304
group by Sweden’s Alex Noren and fellow American
Charley Hoffman. The honor of striking the first shot of the
championship falls to 1985 winner Sandy Lyle. The 60-
year-old Scot, making his 43rd appearance in the tourna-
ment, will tee-off at 0635 in the company of Germany’s
Martin Kaymer and Andy Sullivan of England.— Agencies 
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LONDON: With his Grand Slam reputation and place back
in the world top 10 restored, Novak Djokovic will now tar-
get a third career Wimbledon/US Open double after
clinching his fourth title at the All England Club. Djokovic
defied the odds and even stunned himself by cruising to a
13th major title on Sunday to go fourth on the all-time list
of Slam winners.  Only Pete Sampras (14), Rafael Nadal (17)
and Roger Federer (20) are ahead of him following his 6-2,
6-2, 7-6 (7/3) victory over Kevin Anderson.  

Now the 31-year-old heads for the North America hard
court season where he has traditionally thrived. Of his 69
career titles, 51 have been on hard courts with 17 of those
in the United States. When he won his first Wimbledon in
2011, he was to add his maiden US Open, repeating the
grass court/hard court double four years later.  His desire
to repeat that feat burns even deeper after he missed last
year’s New York showpiece with the elbow injury which
threatened to torpedo his career after his 2017 Wimbledon
bid ended prematurely at the quarter-final stage.

“Well, I understand that people are questioning
whether I can consistently play at this level. Trust me, I am,
too,” said Djokovic. “If you asked me a month and a half
ago whether I think I can win Wimbledon, part of me yes, I
hope, but maybe I wasn’t that sure at that time of my level
of tennis. “But this is going to be a huge confidence boost
and springboard for whatever is coming up. I like to play

on hard courts. “The US Open was always a successful
tournament for me. I didn’t played it last year. I’m looking
forward to go out there and play my best.”

Djokovic’s title triumph on Sunday, against a weary
Anderson who had spent 21 hours on court becoming the
first South African man in the final in 97 years, was his first
at the majors since Roland Garros in 2016 when he com-
pleted the career Grand Slam.He arrived at Wimbledon in
a prolonged slump after undergoing elbow surgery and
with his ranking at 21, his lowest for 12 years. But with two-
time champion Andy Murray missing, eight-time winner
Federer defeated by Anderson in the quarter-finals and
Djokovic beating world number one Nadal, the 2008 and
2010 champion in a 5-hour 15-minute semi-final, the stage
was set for the Serb.—AFP
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LONDON: 2018 Wimbledon Men’s and Women’s
singles champions Serbia’s Novak Djokovic (left)
and Germany’s Angelique Kerber dance on the
stage at the Champions Dinner.— AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Thailand’s Thidapa Suwannapura edged
two-time major champion Brittany Lincicome in a playoff
on Sunday to win her first LPGA title at the Marathon
Classic in Ohio. Thidapa thrust herself into title contention
with an eagle-birdie finish at Highland Meadows Golf Club
in Sylvania, carding a final-round 65 for a 14-under par
total of 270. She could only wait and watch for more than
an hour as Lincicome and overnight leader Brooke
Henderson of Canada tussled for the lead, Lincicome clos-
ing with a four-under par 67 for 270 as Henderson settled
for a 69 that left her in third place on 271. 

“I did not think or expect that 14 (under) would be
good enough, because I know there were two par-fives
coming in on 17 and 18, and it’s a good opportunity for

them to make birdie,” she said. “I was just chilling in the
clubhouse, being silly and stuff, trying to relax, just watch-
ing the Golf Channel and see what they’re
doing.”Suddenly, Thidapa said, she realized “Oh, I have to
go warm up and try to win the tournament!”

The 25-year-old, who chipped in for eagle at the par-
five 17th then birdied the par-five 18th in regulation, put
her tee shot at the first playoff hole-the 18th-in the fairway
as Lincicome found a fairway bunker. Lincicome then
blasted into the water hazard, as Thidapa put her third
shot five feet from the pin. Lincicome kept the pressure on
as best she could, rolling in a six-foot putt to save par, but
Thidapa calmly made her birdie putt for a long-awaited
first victory. “I never expected it was going to be today at
all,” said Thidapa, a Ladies European Tour winner who had
only two prior top-10 finishes on the LPGA Tour.  “I’ve
been struggling the whole year, trying to keep my tour
card, trying my best.  And finally all my work I’ve been
doing has come out and shown today,” added Thidapa,
who joined sisters Ariya and Moriya Jutanugarn as the
only Thai players to win on the LPGA Tour.—AFP 
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