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News in brief

Indian minor raped by 18 men 

NEW DELHI: Eighteen men appeared in court in
the Indian city of Chennai yesterday on charges of
repeatedly raping an 11-year girl over a seven-
month period. The men included security guards, lift
operators and plumbers working at the apartment
block where the girl lived, police said. The men in
Chennai sedated the girl, who has a hearing disabili-
ty, with drugs and then took her to vacant apart-
ments in the block to assault her. Local media
reports said they had threatened her with knives,
and told her they would release videos of the assault
if she told anyone. — Agencies 

Saudi Arabia executes seven

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday executed seven
death row inmates who had been convicted of
murder and drug trafficking, state media reported.
Two Saudi citizens and three nationals of Chad
were executed after being sentenced to death for
the kidnapping and murder of a Pakistani security
guard, with the alleged intent of robbing the
warehouse he was guarding, according to the
state-run SPA agency. Another Saudi was execut-
ed for murder after setting a man on fire, SPA
reported. A Lebanese national was executed for
attempting to smuggle Captagon into the king-
dom, SPA said. — AFP 

Ghanem, Saleh assure no cause 
for concern over unrest in Iraq

Government briefs lawmakers over Kuwait’s readiness

Egypt passes social media law

CAIRO: Egypt’s parliament has passed a law giving
the state powers to block social media accounts and
penalize journalists held to be publishing fake news.
Under the law passed on Monday, social media
accounts and blogs with more than 5,000 followers
on sites such as Twitter and Facebook will be treat-
ed as media outlets, which makes them subject to
prosecution for publishing false news or incitement
to break the law.  — Reuters

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said after a meet-
ing with the government yesterday that
there was no cause for concern over
demonstrations in southern Iraq, but
stressed that Kuwait is taking all neces-
sary precautions. The meeting was
attended by acting prime minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah, in addition to other
ministers and as many as 23 lawmakers.
It was also attended by senior com-
manders of the army, the police and the
national guard.

“Based on what has been raised dur-
ing the meeting, I can say there is no
cause for concern or panic at all, but
there is a need for caution and readiness,
especially since we in Kuwait had a bit-
ter experience during the (1990) Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait,” Ghanem told
reporters. He said that the foreign minis-
ter informed the meeting that the gov-
ernment is coordinating with Iraq at a
high level, adding that the government
was prepared in case the situation esca-

lated into Iraqis crossing the Kuwaiti
borders, creating a refugee crisis.

The meeting was called by MPs after
thousands of Iraqis demonstrated
against their government in southern
Iraq and who came close to the borders
with Kuwait. Ghanem said the armed
forces’ commanders also made presenta-
tions to the lawmakers on the situation.
He said Kuwait does not interfere in
Iraq’s domestic affairs but the govern-
ment said it is coordinating with Iraqi
authorities. Ghanem said Kuwait does
not want to inflate the events, but at the
same time wants to be prepared for the
worst-case scenario.

He said that the government informed
lawmakers that there was no military or
security threat against Kuwait from the
Iraqi unrest, and that the Kuwaiti gov-
ernment has contacted its allies for any
help and also contacted humanitarian
organizations in the event of any refugee
problem. The speaker said the govern-
ment’s readiness for any eventuality is
reassuring and called for consolidating
national unity. 

Continued on Page 24KUWAIT: Lawmakers, ministers and security officials hold a meeting yesterday over the situation in Iraq. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Bezos sees jump in wealth 

WASHINGTON: As Amazon marked its “Prime Day”
with price cuts across a range of products, founder
and chief executive saw his net worth hit new peaks,
increasing his lead over fellow billionaires. Bezos’s net
worth topped $150 billion on Monday, according to
the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, making him the rich-
est person in decades. The surge in the share price for
Amazon - in which Bezos holds a stake of some 16
percent - has lifted his wealth by some $50 billion this
year. And Bezos has moved into a wealth category by
himself, far ahead of Microsoft founder Bill Gates,
worth an estimated $95 billion, according to the
Bloomberg ranking. — AFP

FARNBOROUGH, England: Qatar Airways’ chief exec-
utive said the airline was adapting to a regional political
dispute that has prevented it flying some routes, and that
those restrictions would not necessarily push it into the
red for the current financial year. “There is a possibility
that we will post also a loss in our current financial year,
but it’s only a possibility,” Akbar Al-Baker told reporters
at the Farnborough Airshow yesterday. 

The airline lost access to 18 cities in Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Egypt, and Bahrain in
mid-2017, when those four countries cut ties with Qatar
after accusing it of supporting terrorism. Qatar denies
the allegation. The restrictions mean the company is set
to post what Baker has said will be “a very large loss”
for the financial year ended March 2018, but it has not
been published yet. Baker said this would be made
public in the coming weeks. 

But for the current year, he said the airline might be
able to mitigate the impact of the boycott, which
includes a ban on using airspace over the four coun-

tries, meaning some of its flights have to take much
longer routes. Qatar Airways is starting up to 18 new
routes to offset the impact of the dispute, and said it
could also make investments to help boost its results.
“We will try to do investments which will give us
returns to mitigate the negative impact on the bottom
line of our company,” Baker said, without giving details. 
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Qatar Airways 
adapts to dispute, 
may avoid loss

By Ramona Crasto and Ahmad Jabr

KUWAIT: Four months after the Public Authority
for Manpower (PAM) issued a circular mandating all
expat engineers in Kuwait to have their degrees
accredited by an accreditation body from their coun-
try, expat engineers are struggling with getting their
residencies renewed, with many left in limbo. 

Kuwait Times spoke with many engineers who
detailed the tedious procedures they had to go
through in order to obtain the necessary papers from
the Kuwait Society for Engineers (KSE) to process
their visa renewal transactions. KSE meanwhile
defended the new measures by explaining that they
became a necessity in order to fight the spread of
fake degrees in the country. (Full report on Page 3)

FARNBOROUGH: Qatar Airways CEO Akbar Al-Baker holds
a model of a Gulfstream G500 Executive Jet during its
launch at the Farnborough Airshow yesterday. — AFP 

Indian engineers 
in limbo over 
accreditation, 
visa renewal

ABU DHABI: In the waters of the Arabian Sea, a vast
“dead zone” the size of Scotland is expanding and sci-
entists say climate change may be to blame. In his lab in
Abu Dhabi, Zouhair Lachkar is laboring over a colorful
computer model of the Gulf of Oman, showing changing
temperatures, sea levels and oxygen concentrations. His
models and new research unveiled earlier this year
show a worrying trend. Dead zones are areas of the sea
where the lack of oxygen makes it difficult for fish to
survive and the one in the Arabian Sea is “is the most
intense in the world,” says Lachkar, a senior scientist at
NYU Abu Dhabi in the capital of the United Arab
Emirates.

“It starts at about 100 meters and goes down to
1,500 meters, so almost the whole water column is
completely depleted of oxygen,” he told AFP. Dead
zones are naturally occurring phenomena around the
world, but this one appears to have mushroomed since
it was last surveyed in the 1990s. Lachkar and other
researchers are worried that global warming is causing
the zone to expand, raising concerns for local ecosys-
tems and industries including fishing and tourism.

The discovery was made possible by the use of
robotic divers, or “sea gliders”, deployed in areas
researchers could not access - an undertaking by
Britain’s University of East Anglia in collaboration with
Oman’s Sultan Qaboos University. The findings of the

2015 to 2016 study were released in April and showed
the Arabian Sea dead zone had worsened in size and
scope. And unlike in the 1996 measurements, when the
lowest levels were limited to the heart of the dead zone
- midway between Yemen and India - now the dead
zone extends across the sea. “Now everywhere is the
minimum, and it can’t go much lower,” the lead
researcher Bastien Queste told AFP.

At NYU Abu Dhabi, Lachkar explains the Arabian

Sea dead zone appears to be stuck in a cycle where
warming seas are depleting the oxygen supply which in
turn is reinforcing the warming. This, he says, “can be
very scary for climate”. Ports from Mumbai to Muscat
look out onto the Arabian Sea, making it a critical body
of water. These coastal hubs and the populations
beyond them will be affected by further expansion of
the dead zone.
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Expanding ‘dead 
zone’ in Arabian 
Sea raises fears 

MUMBAI: People walk past as Arabian Sea waves strike the promenade during high tide on Monday. — AFP 


