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News in brief

KFSD snubs fire video
KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) dis-
missed a video posted on social media showing a huge
fire in the capital city of Kuwait, saying that it was just a
past fire.” The circulated video shows a previous inci-
dent that was controlled by firefighters over a year
back,” the KFSD’s media department said in a press
statement on Monday. Therefore, it urged the users of
social media to seek only credible news stories that are
pertinent to the country’s national security, according to
the statement. — KUNA

No emergency landing 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways yesterday refuted reports
of an emergency landing of one of its planes at a
Jordanian airport. In a press release, the national carri-
er urged the public to be cautious of reports being put
out by social media and follow official releases by the
corporation.  — KUNA

Milan route launched in Oct
KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways said Monday it would oper-
ate a new route to the Italian city of Milan as of October
29. The airline will operate this route three times a week:
Monday, Thursday and Saturday, Kuwait Airways said in
a press statement. The move aims at boosting the num-
ber of the national carrier’s destinations, and to buttress
its strategic vision, according to the statement.
Established in 1953, Kuwait Airways is one of the oldest
airlines in the Arabian Gulf region. It covers more than
40 destinations across the world. — KUNA

Suspicions of corruption
KUWAIT: The Cabinet on Monday asked Minister of
State for Housing Affairs and Minister of State for
Services Affairs to open an investigation into suspi-
cions of corruption in tenders in the Ministry of
Services. This came after Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh
briefed the ministers on a memo submitted by Central
Agency for Public Tenders on this matter. Saleh also
appraised the Cabinet of the Ministry of Information’s
inaction to sign a contract regarding a tender, so the
Cabinet assigned Minister of Information and Minister
of State for Youth Affairs to probe this case. The
Cabinet asked the Minister to refer the file to the
Kuwait Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) in case
corruption is confirmed. — KUNA

Corruption Perceptions Index
KUWAIT: The Cabinet asked the Kuwait Anti-
Corruption Authority to analyze and study outputs of
the global Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), and
bases and criteria on which its ratings are made. The
Cabinet studied proposals included in the report aiming
to accelerate action and practical steps to achieve the
desired goals. The Cabinet assigned the authority to fol-
low up strenuous efforts so as to improve Kuwait’s rat-
ings in the CPI and to coordinate with the national bod-
ies as well as promote contact with the Transparency
International (TI). It asked the authority also to inform
the TI that the country is not satisfied as its ratings in
CPI is inconsistent with its regulatory institutions, regu-
lations and disciplines which should guarantee state’s
deserved status. — KUNA

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: The fish market in Souq Mubarakiya is almost
empty in summer, as fish are expensive compared to oth-
er seasons. The reasons, according to some fish vendors,
are limited supplies in the summer because many fisher-
men take a break or go on vacation to their home coun-
tries. Fishermen in Kuwait are mostly Egyptians, Iranians,
Bangladeshis, Indians and Pakistanis. “We have few fish
supplies this summer, but this is not unusual since we
face this situation every summer,” a fishmonger told
Kuwait Times. 

On Monday, the Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) announced the end
of suspension of fishing for Zubaidi (sliver pomfret), a deli-
cacy for many locals. Kuwaiti Zubaidi cannot be sold at
fish markets from June 1 to July 17. Prices of Zubaidi in the
past few months rose to as much as KD 12 per kilo and
about KD 60 per basket, depending on its size. “Prices are

still up, and local Zubaidi is more expensive than what we
are selling now from Iran and other neighboring countries.
Also every summer, fish usually go to deeper waters, so as
a result the catch is very limited,” said a fish trader at Souq
Mubarakiya.

The vendors hoped that by the end of the month,
prices will change as supplies will start to increase. Fish
caught in Kuwaiti waters account for 20 percent share
of the Kuwaiti market, with the remaining imported from
neighboring countries. Almost 80 percent of fish sold in
Kuwaiti markets is imported from Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka.
Zubaidi, Hamour, Nuaibi and Maid are some of the vari-
ety of fish popular in Kuwait. Iranian and Pakistani
Zubaidi is sold at the same price, while shrimp, which is
mostly imported from Saudi Arabia and Egypt, is sold for
KD 3 to KD 5 per kilogram depending on the size. But
during the shrimping season, the price falls by 500 fils
per kilogram.

Zubaidi back in local markets,
but remains very expensive 

Few fish in the market every summer 

KUWAIT: Two customers shop for Kuwaiti fish at the fish market in Souq Mubarakiya.  — Photo by Ben Garcia

Al-Mawashi turns
animal corpses into
eco-friendly compost
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Livestock Transport and Trading
Company (Al-Mawashi) has managed to transform car-
casses into organic crop enhancers as an environmental
preservation measure, its chief executive said yesterday. In
a shared endeavor with Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences, Al-Mawashi set the project,
which deals with converting animal remains into fertilizers,
in motion at the tail end of 2016, the company’s CEO
Osama Boodai said in a statement.

Two years after it took up the unorthodox technique, he
said that it has already contributed towards a decline in
the percentage of cattle deaths by 0.19 percent last year.
On what Boodai described as a “less expensive and time
consuming” approach, he revealed that the process to
convert animal remains into fertilizer takes only 17 days,
making it much less hassle than more conventional meth-
ods that typically last for months. Al-Mawashi is the Gulf
region’s oldest livestock trade firm, having been a top
importer of sheep for decades. — KUNA

Memorial Journey
for Pearl Diving
kicks off tomorrow 
KUWAIT: To celebrate the heritage and tradition of
Kuwait, Gulf Bank has confirmed its platinum sponsorship
of the 30th Memorial Journey for Pearl Diving for the 9th
consecutive year. The annual journey begins on Thursday

19 July for one week and is
organized by the Committee
of Marine Heritage of the
Kuwait Sea Sport Club, under
the Patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

With a special ‘Al-Dasha’
ceremony, the journey will
kick off at 8:30 am, with the
dhows carrying captains as
well as other participants
heading to Bandar Al-Ghous
in Al-Khairan for an entire
week. The return ceremony
‘Al-Qoffal’ has been planned

for the afternoon of Thursday, July 26, 2018. Minister of
State for National Assembly Affairs Adel Al-Kharafi will
represent His Highness the Amir at both ‘Al-Dasha’ and ‘Al-
Qoffal’ ceremonies. 

Commenting on the sponsorship, Ahmad Al-Amir,
Assistant General Manager for External Communications
at Gulf Bank said: “Raising awareness of Kuwait’s heritage
has always been a key component of our CSR strategy and
a key objective that we are keen on fulfilling through vari-
ous activities and initiatives such as the renowned
Memorial Journey for Pearl Diving, which we have been
sponsoring for nine years.”

“On behalf of Gulf Bank, I would like to wish all partici-
pants a great safe trip, and also invite the people of Kuwait
to join ‘Al-Dasha’ and ‘Al-Qoffal’ ceremonies, as they are
both open for public to participate,” added Amir.

Gulf Bank continues to maintain and strengthen its
position as an integral part of the Kuwaiti society. The
Bank supports and emphasizes the true Kuwaiti identity
and the importance of the Kuwaiti traditions and customs,
through sponsoring different social activities and events. 

SMEs vital for
development in
Arab World: Study
KUWAIT: A new study said that small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) are vital to achieve sustainable development
in Arab countries, reduce unemployment and create bal-
anced income. SMEs provide variety in goods, services
and job opportunities, said the study, conducted by the
Arab Planning Institute in Kuwait. These projects boost
production, allowing big companies to have lower cost and
shorter time periods in production, it noted. SMEs are also
perfect for investing in local resources, since they do not
require big capitals. They also create balance between
offer and demand in local markets with lower prices.

Meanwhile, the study said that SMEs tend to protect
the environment as they usually recycle and use waste left
by big factories and protect non-renewable resources.

These projects also adopt modern industry concepts such
as time management, high quality, creativity and innova-
tion, it added. The study noted that governments must
provide facilitation for SMEs since they can boost the
countries’ economies. These include supporting infra-

structure for the projects, provide technical and econom-
ic consultation and facilitate loans and legal measures.
The Arab Planning Institute is a non-profit organization
established in 1972 to support development in the Arab
World. — KUNA

NBK honors
students for
academic
excellence
KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) honored the children of staff who
achieved excellence in the academic year
2017/18, in recognition of their hard work
and efforts, in a customized ceremony held
in their honor. Students and their families
joined the event which was attended by
Emad Al-Ablani, NBK General Manager-
Group Human Resources along with a
group of NBK officials. 

Ablani congratulated the students
and urged them to continue working
hard to achieve their goals. “We at NBK
are proud of our children and what they
have achieved and will achieve in the
long run,” Ablani explained. “I wish
them success in their future studies and

strive for them to excel to build the
right foundation as they are the future
of our country.” 

“NBK is dedicated to honoring the
outstanding children of staff in recogni-

tion of their academic excellence and
effort each year, and also in recognition of
the parents who constantly grant all the
necessities of their children to ensure
their success,” Ablani added. NBK sup-

ports education and excellence for the
youth of Kuwait in a variety of ways,
including holding such honoring cere-
monies to recognize and reward students
striving toward excellence.

Ahmad Al-Amir

KUWAIT: The Arab Planning Institute in Kuwait.


