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Asocial media influencer recently portrayed to
her followers her dismissal of what she called
new regulations for domestic workers of a

certain nationality, when in reality these regulations
have been there for a while. She was disappointed
that she had to give domestic workers a day off
every week by law. 

I have said this so many times before, and will
say it again now - the laws in Kuwait are fair
towards employees, whether domestic workers or
private sector ones, but some people have this
mindset that these employees are in our homes
because they are ‘slaves’. As frustrating as her com-
ment was, what was more frustrating was to see the
people’s reactions - many people responded by
agreeing with her. 

Domestic workers should be seen as any other
employees when it comes to their rights. They are
humans who have goals and aspirations, and
although they may seem unfortunate to some of us
because they are doing such a job, it is their right to
work and we should all respect their hard work and
the fact that they left their homes to earn money. 

Workers’ rights
Question: I am a domestic worker and I want to

know what rights I have. Can you please explain,
because I am told I have no rights.

Fajer: You have many rights as a worker - the
main ones are as follows:

1. An hour-long break after 5 hours of work.
2. Not more than 12 hours of work a day.
3. A day off a week.
4. You have the right to keep your passport.
5. The right to leave the house on your day off

(you should never be locked in).
6. The right to change jobs when your contract

ends or to leave to work for another employer.
7. The right to receive your salary on time, and

many more. 
If you have any issues, contact your embassy. 

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.

Domestic workers’
right to day off

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Legalese

Families agree with measures to help
protect children from ‘social media abuse’

Young people spend nine hours a day using media: Study
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The public prosecution has
ordered juvenile police to question chil-
dren who misuse social media applica-
tions and hold their families responsible
for allowing them to use those apps. The
new instructions are in line with rules
issued by the supreme national child-
hood committee of the health ministry
applicable to children 13 years old and
younger.

Iman Hussain, a mother of two, told
Kuwait Times that the new rules are a
great step to control ‘social media
abuse’. “Everyone wants to be famous.
They use their cute children to show off
on social media to get more likes, shares
and followers,” Hussain said. She noted
that parents nowadays only care about
how they can attain a fancy life by get-
ting more followers, then more ads.
“Children with poor communication and
interaction skills find the internet to
communicate easily with others and sat-
isfy their emotions. Your child should be
happy with their family life and the net-
work of close relationships so that they
are not vulnerable to emotional exploita-
tion,” she added.

For Ashraqat Abu Raddaha, who has
one son, social media is a way to keep
the child busy and learn new things

through educational videos. “When I
allow my son to watch videos online, I
always place the computer where the
whole family can see it - not in the bed-
room or out of sight. Social media are
often associated with intrusion into our
homes as unwanted guests, but it is nec-
essary to change this pattern of use, with
some care and guidance.”

Amal Nasr, a mother of four,
expressed her anger on how teenagers
use social media. “This is the most dan-
gerous age,” she said. “I had a hard time
preventing my children from using social
media. Parents are not the only one to
blame, but also the school and society.
Also, parents may have work most of
time and large families are harder to
monitor.” She added that she always find
inappropriate videos on what is sup-
posed to be YouTube for kids. “I down-
loaded this app that is supposed to have
videos for children, but it keeps showing
inappropriate episodes of Spiderman. It
has such a bad influence on my child,”
she said.

Nasr pointed out that parents must
monitor their children and set age limits
on social media sites, as some websites
require the user to be over 13 years old.
“Also, the most important rule is not to
publish personal information such as
addresses and phone numbers. Your

children watch you the way you watch
them. Be honest and talk about the prop-
er use of social networking sites and
have a very open discussion,” she added.

According to a large-scale study con-
ducted by Common Sense Media, young
people spend nine hours a day using
media for their enjoyment. The study
explored how kids aged 8 to 18 use
media, studying their level of enjoyment,
frequency of use and amount of time
they devote to a wide array of media
activities and devices. The study discov-

ered that the real impact of social media
began to affect children who were mov-
ing up to secondary school - in year 7.
Social media apps such as Snapchat,
Instagram and WhatsApp are most pop-
ular with this age group.

We live in a digital age, but social
media is putting young people at an
emotional risk, according to the report.
Children who use social media platforms
such as Snapchat and Facebook can find
themselves under pressure to compete
with peers for social validation.
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KUWAIT: The same old problem of ‘bachelors’
residing in private residential areas was the main
topic at a meeting recently held at the Khaitan
mayor’s office. It discussed a considerable number
of complaints by families about renting houses to
bachelors in Khaitan and Farwaniya, as figures
show that 92,000 bachelors live in Khaitan and
around half a million (447,918) live in Farwaniya. 

Farwaniya Governor Sheikh Faisal Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah stressed that the problem will not be
resolved unless both governmental and public
efforts are combined by framing a number of legis-
lations and laws that will protect Kuwait’s demog-
raphy on one hand and bachelors’ rights on the
other. 

Speaking after the meeting held at the Khaitan
mayor’s office, where he was represented by the
governorate’s coordination manager Saad Al-
Hedebah, Sheikh Faisal said the governorate had
started segmenting areas mostly inhabited by
bachelors to find suitable solutions and evict them
to other areas. “We started in Rabiya and are now
working on Khaitan, then Firdous, Ishbeliya and so
on,” he said. 

Sheikh Faisal stressed that companies and citi-
zens who recruit these bachelors and bring them to
work in Kuwait should be partners in resolving the
problem by not housing them in private residential
areas for security and social reasons. He also noted
that special teams had been formed to inspect
buildings suspected to be inhabited by bachelors in
areas designated for families, as well as receive citi-
zens’ complaints in this regard. 

Moreover, Sheikh Faisal said Farwaniya’s popu-
lation is around 1,169,312, of whom 447,918 are
bachelors, including 20,130 females and 427,788
males. “This is almost half of the governorate’s pop-
ulation,” he remarked, calling for combining all pos-
sible efforts to resolve the problem by building
labor cities to protect those bachelors’ rights and
the rights of private residential area inhabitants at
the same time. — Al-Rai

Nearly half million
bachelors live in
Farwaniya: Report

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackled a blaze reported in a
three-storey building in Jabriya yesterday. Firemen
arrived to the scene shortly after the f ire was
reported, and first helped evacuated a woman who
was trapped in her second-floor apartment, before
they put out the flames. The woman was evacuated
safely, and no injuries were reported. An investiga-
tion was opened to determine the cause of the fire.

Robbery suspects arrested
Two out of three suspects who attempted to rob a

money transport vehicle in Industrial Shuwaikh on
Thursday were arrested, Al-Rai reported yesterday.
The mastermind of the attempt had the weapon that
was used and injured an employee of the company.
The suspect has a record of robberies and thefts, and
was recently released from prison. Criminal detec-
tives from Mubarak Al-Kabeer, Capital and Hawally
worked on the case, which is of special interest
because i t  involved the use of  a f irearm.
Investigations led to two out of the three suspects in
a mobile chalet in Abdaly, where they were arrested.

They said their plan was to steal the money after
they followed the vehicle from a mall in Rai, but
failed. The two are bedoons and a third is being
sought.

Jahra fire
Fifteen people suffered breathing difficulties

during a fire in a Jahra residential building. They
were taken to Jahra Hospital  for treatment for
smoke inhalation. Eight were discharged, while the
rest remain hospitalized.

Smuggling foiled
Nuwaiseeb border customs officers prevented a

citizen from smuggling out five Captagon tablets. He
was sent to concerned authorities

Harasser at large
A man chased and harassed a woman in a mall, and

publicly asked her to take his mobile phone number.
The girl hit him with her handbag then called police,
but the suspect escaped. The woman, a citizen, was
told to lodge a complaint at the police station.

No injuries in
Jabriya building fire

KUWAIT: Fire engines are seen outside a
building in Jabriya where a fire was reported
yesterday.

A room inside the apartment after the fire
was put out.

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf
is seen during a tour at Shuwaikh Port yes-
terday. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Official sources at the Ministry of Social
Affairs and Labor (MSAL) denied receiving any
remarks from the United Nations concerning social aid
paid to Kuwaiti citizens monthly. The sources added
that the ministry will continue to pay the monthly aid to
those who are entitled to it as per ministry resolutions
and laws. The sources also refuted rumors about plans
to transfer the social aid to Zakat House, noting that
MSAL has a special committee to periodically review
all cases of aid recipients. The sources explained that

the aid sum is KD 559 in addition to KD 121 to the wife
or eldest child or sibling, plus KD 65 for the 3rd to 10th
family member with a maximum of KD 1,200 and mini-
mum of KD 255 per family. 

Teachers’ honoring
The Ministry of Education’s (MoE) assistant under-

secretary for educational development and activities
affairs Faisal Al-Maqseed announced that the ministry
has received the names of teachers nominated to be
honored on World’s Teachers Day from four education-
al areas. Maqseed added that the remaining two areas
are being contacted to send the list as soon as possible
so that all nominees’ names could be checked. He also
noted that 331 teachers and 50 schools will be honored. 

Commercial licenses
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI) is

considering adding a special barcode to commercial
licenses to enable more control and help verify all
information using an advanced automated system, said

informed sources. The sources added that the barcode
will be part of a plan that includes issuing new laws and
modern commercial registers to facilitate the business
environment and keep up with development rates
according to world trade indicators. The source
stressed that the new barcode would save both clerks’
and licensees’ time and effort by showing all related
license data on scanning it. 

Sports ban
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) is

scheduled to make its final decision concerning
Kuwait’s resumption of its international sporting
activities next week, said informed sources, noting
that the committee is currently reviewing all possibili-
ties. However, the sources said the Kuwaiti govern-
ment is optimistic about the decision and expects it
to be positive, especially since the committee had
agreed to hold a meeting in Kuwait last week in the
presence of IOC’s international affairs officer, which
was a triumph in itself. 

Kuwait received
no UN complaints
regarding social aid

KUWAIT: Minister of Finance Nayef Al-Hajraf affirmed
yesterday Kuwait’s keenness on strengthening its commer-
cial and economic ties on a global scale. “Customs are an
asset to enhancing the general budget of the country, and
play a vital role in developing services and business envi-
ronments,” said Hajraf in a statement. His remarks came
during a tour at Shuwaikh Port to check on the latest
updates in the control room of the new structural projects
of the Kuwait General Administration of Customs.

“It is a well-appreciated effort, and they
(Administration) have our full support to achieve that
vision,” Hajraf noted, referring to His Highness the Amir’s
vision to turn Kuwait into an international financial hub.
The minister assured the significance of the Kuwaiti human
element in the Administration, and for the entity to fulfill its
duties in various positions, saying “they are of the most
integral and long-term investment,” especially since the
quantum leap the Administration have made in enabling
companies to pay customary taxes online. — KUNA

Finance Ministry
keen on
strengthening growth

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
honored the ‘Green Hands’ environmental vol-
untary team for their participation in a cam-
paign launched by the public relations team at
CBK during Ramadan to present suhoor meals
to outdoor cleaning and construction workers.


