
WASHINGTON: Donald Trump returned late Monday from
his European tour to face ire in Washington, where US intel-
ligence officials and senior Republicans were denouncing
the president as “shameful” and “disgraceful” after he
refused to challenge Russian leader Vladimir Putin over
interference in American elections. Republican Senator John
McCain said Trump’s seeming acceptance of Putin’s denial
was a historical “low point” for the US presidency and the
Helsinki summit between the two leaders a “tragic mistake.”

“Today’s press conference in Helsinki was one of the
most disgraceful performances by an American president
in memory. The damage inflicted by President Trump’s
naivete, egotism, false equivalence, and sympathy for auto-
crats is difficult to calculate,” McCain said in a blistering
statement. “No prior president has ever abased himself
more abjectly before a tyrant.” Taking direct issue with the
president who appointed him, Director of National
Intelligence Dan Coats said US spy agencies have been
“clear” and “fact-based” in their assessment that Moscow
interfered in the presidential race two years ago-an
assessment that Trump refused to endorse in Helsinki.

Coats added that Russia remains behind “ongoing, perva-
sive efforts to undermine our democracy.”

Denial came after 12 Russians indicted 
Trump stunned US political allies and foes alike with his

answer to a question about Russian hacking and interfer-
ence in the 2016 election which saw him defeat Democrat
Hillary Clinton. Putin “just said it is not Russia. I will say
this: I don’t see any reason why it would be,” Trump said.
That came three days after the US Justice Department
indicted 12 Russians for hacking Democratic Party comput-
ers, the latest in a series of actions taken by the US govern-
ment since late 2016 in retribution for what intelligence
agencies say was a broad plan to support Trump’s election
campaign directed by Putin himself.

Yet Trump appeared to take Putin’s word in dismissing
that conclusion. “I have great confidence in my intelligence
people. But I will tell you that President Putin was extreme-
ly strong and powerful in his denial today.” 

Trump also appeared to embrace Putin’s offer to have
Russian investigators work together with US prosecutors

on the case of the 12 just indicted. “I think that’s an
incredible offer.” Astonished Republicans and Democrats
uniformly condemned Trump, with harsh criticism coming
even from hosts on Fox News-a network normally friendly
to the president. “The president must appreciate that
Russia is not our ally,” said Republican House Speaker Paul
Ryan. “There is no moral equivalence between the United
States and Russia, which remains hostile to our most basic
values and ideals,” he said.

Senior Republican Senator Lindsey Graham said Trump’s
answer on meddling “will be seen by Russia as a sign of
weakness.” Bent on forging a personal bond with the
Kremlin chief, Trump headed into the summit blaming the
“stupidity” of his predecessors for plunging ties to their
present low. “This is shameful,” said Senator Jeff Flake, a
fellow Republican and staunch critic of the president. “I
never thought I would see the day when our American
president would stand on the stage with the Russian presi-
dent and place blame on the United States for Russian
aggression.” The language used by Democrats was much
harsher, including accusations of “treason.” “For the presi-

dent of the United States to side with President Putin
against American law enforcement, American defense offi-
cials, and American intelligence agencies is thoughtless,
dangerous, and weak,” said Chuck Schumer, the senior
Democrat in the Senate.

Democratic California Representative Jimmy Gomez
charged: “To side with Putin over US intelligence is dis-
gusting; to fail to defend the US is on the verge of treason.”
Congressman Adam Schiff, the senior Democrat on the
House Intelligence Committee, said Trump had given Putin
“a green light to interfere in 2018.” Democratic Senator
Chris Murphy was blunter: “This entire trip has just been
one giant middle finger from President Trump to his own
country. Just jaw dropping,” he wrote on Twitter.

Coats’ statement was seen as an uncommonly brusque
pushback by the US intelligence community against the
White House. Retired spy chiefs were more direct howev-
er. Coat’s predecessor, James Clapper, called Trump’s
acquiescence to Putin “an incredible capitulation,” while
former CIA chief John Brennan labeled it “nothing short of
treasonous.” — AFP
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HELSINKI: US President Donald Trump throws to his wife (unseen) a ball of the 2018 football World Cup that he received from
Russia’s President as a present during a joint press conference after a meeting at the Presidential Palace. — AFP 

US lawmakers blast Trump over summit
‘The most disgraceful performances by an American president in memory’

Iran lodges 
complaint 
against US 
over sanctions
TEHRAN: Iran has lodged a complaint with the
International Court of Justice against the United
States’ re-imposition of sanctions, the foreign min-
istry said yesterday. The complaint was registered
the previous day, spokesman Bahram Ghasemi said
on the ministry’s website. The goal is “to hold (the)
US accountable for its unlawful re-imposition of
unilateral sanctions,” Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif wrote on Twitter. 

“Iran is committed to the rule of law in the face
of US contempt for diplomacy and legal obliga-
tions. It’s imperative to counter its habit of violat-
ing (international) law,” he added. The complaint
came in response to Washington’s decision in May
to abandon the 2015 nuclear deal and re-impose
sanctions on Iran. Tehran says the action violates
international obligations, including the 1955 US-
Iran Treaty of Amity-an agreement signed well
before Iran’s 1979 revolution, but which is still
invoked in ongoing legal battles. 

Iran and the US have not had diplomatic rela-
tions since 1980, when American embassy offi-
cials were held hostage in Tehran. Nuclear-relat-
ed sanctions will be re-imposed by Washington
in two phases in August and November, seeking
to bar European and other foreign companies
from doing business with Iran and blocking its oil
sales abroad. Iran and the other signatories to

the 2015 agreement have been scrambling to
preserve the limited trade deals they were able
to secure since it was signed. 

Zarif addressed world diplomats and Iranian
bus inessmen at  a  lav ish  Tehran  hote l  on
Monday night, in a meeting designed as a show
of continued mutual support in the face of US
aggression. “This administration in the United
States doesn’t know how to behave towards
the world... it breaks international treaties as a
tool . I t  i s  necessary to put  a  stop to th is
behavior,” Zarif said. 

Austrian ambassador Stefan Scholz, whose
country currently holds the presidency of the
European Union, said “unorthodox and innovative
measures” were being considered to allow banking
transactions to continue after US sanctions return.
“We are all in this together, since the EU is facing
a net loss of 10 billion euros ($11.7 billion) in lost
trade with Iran next year,” Scholz said. The ICJ is
already due to hear a complaint on October 8 that
Iran lodged two years ago against the United
States for freezing around $2 billion of its assets
held abroad. — AFP

BASRA: Iraqi police wielded batons and
rubber hoses to disperse about 250 pro-
testers gathered at the main entrance to
the Zubair oilfield near Basra yesterday as
unrest across southern cities over poor
basic services gathered pace. Since
demonstrations began nine days ago, pro-
testers have attacked government build-
ings, branches of political parties and pow-
erful Shiite militias and stormed the inter-
national airport in the holy city of Najaf.

Officials and industry sources said the
protests have not affected output at
Zubair, run by Italy’s Eni, and the other
major oilfields including Rumaila devel-
oped by BP and West Qurna 2 managed
by Lukoil. Many Iraqis believe their lead-
ers do not share the country’s oil wealth.
Some demonstrators said foreign laborers
were robbing them of employment at oil
companies. Three protesters have been
killed, including one at West Qurna 2.

“We the people of Basra hear about
the Iraqi oil and its huge revenues, but we
never enjoy its benefits,” said 24-year-old
protester Esam Jabbar. “Strangers have
decent jobs at our oilfields and we don’t
have the money to pay for a cigarette.

That’s wrong and must be stopped.”
Jabbar said he was unemployed.

Limping economy
At the gate of Zubair field, police beat

protesters on their backs and legs with
batons and rubber hoses. Blood ran down
one policeman’s face after protesters
hurled stones. Policemen also threw sand
to put out tyres that the protesters had set
ablaze. Iraq is the second-largest produc-
er in the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries after Saudi Arabia.

Crude exports account for 95 percent
of state revenue and any disruptions could
badly damage its already limping economy
at a time when Iraq needs tens of billions
of dollars to rebuild after the three-year
war with Islamic State. Prolonged instabil-
ity in the south could drive up global oil
prices. Production at the Zubair field was
475,000 bpd, an Iraqi oil official said in
May.  Iraq exported an average of 3.566
million barrels per day from its southern
oilfields so far in July, said senior oil offi-
cials, levels confirming that the troubles
have not disrupted crude shipments from
the region. — Reuters

TEHRAN: Spokesman of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz
Kamalvandi (L) answers the press in the capital. — AFP 
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