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HONG KONG: Police in Hong Kong sought to ban a politi-
cal party which promotes independence for the city yes-
terday, citing it as a potential national security threat as
Beijing ups pressure on challenges to its territorial sover-
eignty. Semi-autonomous Hong Kong enjoys freedoms
unseen on the mainland including freedom of expression
but concern is growing those rights are under serious
threat from an assertive China under President Xi Jinping.

It is the first time such a
ban has been sought since
Britain handed sovereignty of
Hong Kong back to China in
1997 and is the latest move to
stifle any calls for independ-
ence, which have infuriated
Chinese authorities. Hong
Kong’s secretary for security
John Lee said yesterday he
was considering the request
made by police to ban the
Hong Kong National Party
(HKNP), a well-known but
small group with a core membership of around a dozen,
which promotes the city’s independence from China.

“In Hong Kong we have freedom of association, but
that right is not without restriction,” Lee told reporters.
Questioned how the party was damaging national security,
Lee said he could not comment on the details. However, he
added that under Hong Kong law, national security meant
safeguarding the “territorial integrity and the independ-
ence of the People’s Republic of China”.

Lee said he would give the party 21 days to make rep-
resentations. HKNP and rights groups said the move was a
political decision to silence critics. “Today we Hong
Kongers stand in opposition to our enemies, these Chinese
colonizers and their puppets in the current Hong Kong

government, and it is this antagonism that defines our
movement,” it said in a statement on its Facebook page.

“This is a chilling day for freedom of association and
freedom expression in Hong Kong, with potentially far-
reaching consequences,” said Amnesty International’s
Patrick Poon. The ban has been requested under the city’s
Societies Ordinance, which stipulates groups can be pro-
hibited in the interests of national security and public

safety. Pro-democracy law-
maker and barrister Alvin
Yeung said the ordinance
was first established to
crack down on Hong Kong’s
illegal triad gangs, not polit-
ical organizations. 

Police visit 
HKNP has lost momen-

tum over the past two years
as the government seeks to
muzzle pro-independence
sentiment. The group’s

leader Andy Chan told AFP police went to his home on
Tuesday and handed him documents citing the requested
ban, asking him to respond to the security secretary within
the time limit. Chan said the documents included records
of his speeches and Facebook history, adding that he
thought the move may be linked to a recent trip he made
to Taiwan where he spoke about Hong Kong civil and
political rights at a public forum. China sees self-ruling
democratic Taiwan as part of its own territory to be
brought back into the fold. Pro-Beijing legislator Priscilla
Leung told AFP any promotion of Hong Kong’s independ-
ence by a political party was a “violation” of the city’s
semi-autonomous “one country, two systems” status.
Activists calling for Hong Kong’s independence from China

emerged after mass pro-democracy rallies in 2014 failed to
win reforms. But pro-independence campaigners including
Chan have since been blocked from standing for office and

others disqualified from the legislature. Leading independ-
ence activist Edward Leung was jailed for six years in June
on rioting charges after clashes with police in 2016. — AFP 
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Cambodia govt calls 
campaign to boycott 
election a ‘crime’
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s election commission yester-
day described calls to boycott a controversial election on
July 29 as a “crime” and said authorities were already pur-
suing charges against those who criticized the vote.
Strongman leader Hun Sen is set to extend his 33-year
grip on power in the upcoming election after supporting
the dissolution of the main opposition group last year and
turning up the heat on civil society and the media.

In recent weeks, however, opposition figures-mostly
those who left the country in the wake of the sweeping
crackdown-have pushed back and called on voters to skip
the poll in protest. “In a democratic country, the election is
very important, so the campaign against the election or to
disrupt people from going to vote is a crime,” Tep Nytha,
secretary general of the National Election Commission,
told reporters.

He said authorities would take legal action against any-
one involved in the boycott and some people who called in
to “curse” election officials and use “bad words” against
them were being targeted, but did not elaborate. The gov-
ernment has previously warned of prosecuting boycott
campaigners and Tep Nytha doubled down on the threat
while unveiling tens of thousands of ink bottles yesterday.

Supporters of a boycott have posted photos on social
media holding up a “clean finger”-a symbol of protest to
urge Cambodians not to dip their fingers in the ink used in
the process. The daughter of Kem Sokha, a leader of the
opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party who was
arrested in the crackdown and remains behind bars on
charges of treason, showed support for the boycott yes-
terday on Twitter. 

“No CNRP, no real election! No voting, no dirty fin-
ger!” she said. Sam Rainsy, a senior opposition figure
who helped found the CNRP and lives in self-exile in

France, told AFP that the boycott was a form of politi-
cal disobedience. “The CNRP is explaining to the pop-
ulation that voting is not legally binding in Cambodia
and that exercising one’s right not to vote on July 29 is
a way of saying ‘no’ to Hun Sen and his totalitarian
drift,” he said.

The upcoming vote will be the most one-sided in
recent memory following the dissolution of the main
opposition party, which made significant gains in nation-

al elections in 2013 and in local polls four years later. But
a poor turnout on voting day could also send a message.
Andrea Giorgetta, director of the Asia desk for the
International Federation for Human Rights, said the pro-
posed boycott was perfectly legal and that govern-
ment’s reaction to it was “another sign of their fear”.
Western democracies withdrew funding for the vote
but Cambodia’s biggest backer China has maintained
its support. — AFP

DHAKA: The death toll from Bangladesh’s contentious
Philippines-style war on drugs since May has hit 200, a
local rights group said yesterday, with some 25,000
others imprisoned. Bangladesh launched the crackdown
to smash the surging trade in “yaba”, a cheap metham-
phetamine and caffeine pill, which authorities say has
spread to almost every village and town.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan has said the
“war” will last until the narcotics trade is brought under
control, saying those killed are all involved in at least 10
drugs crimes. But rights groups say that many of the
victims are shot by police in cold blood and that the
onslaught was in part being used as a cover to settle
scores. In June the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, said he was “gravely con-
cerned” that “such a large number of people” had died.

Official declarations that none of the victims was
innocent were “dangerous... and indicative of a total dis-
regard for the rule of law,” a UN statement said.
Bangladesh’s state-run National Human Rights
Commission has also expressed alarm. “It is unprece-
dented in Bangladesh. So many people have been killed
in such a short period of time,” Sheepa Hafiza, executive
director of Ain o Salish Kendra rights group, told AFP.

“This is very unfortunate. We condemn these extraju-
dicial killings and want fair investigations into each of
these killings,” she said. Around 25,000 alleged drug
dealers have been arrested, home ministry spokesman
Sharif Mahmud Apu said. The prison population has shot
up to 89,589 people, almost two and a half times higher
than the system’s capacity, he said. Last month the killing
of a border town councillor in an anti-drug raid sparked
outcry when his wife went public with tapes that she
says prove her husband was murdered in a set-up.

Ayesha Begum says phone conversations she
recorded with Akramul Haque on the night he died
contradict the official narrative that he was armed and
shot at police who returned fire in self-defense. “They
killed him in cold blood,” Begum told AFP from Teknaf
in southeast Bangladesh, where her husband was
gunned down May 27. — AFP
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PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s National Election Committee official use a bottle of indelible ink to mark a
finger during a briefing on the voting process in Phnom Penh yesterday in preparation for the July 29
general election. — AFP 

Malaysian
king calls for 
unity amid
racial tensions
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s king
has appealed for calm amid growing
racial tensions in the Muslim-majority
country after an electoral earthquake
in May toppled the Malay-dominated
coalition that had ruled the country
for decades. In his inaugural address
to lawmakers during the new parlia-
ment session, King Sultan Muhammad
V urged “every citizen to preserve
and strengthen” Malaysia’s “peace
and unity.”

Race, language and religion are
closely intertwined with politics in
Malaysia, where Muslim Malays make
up about 60 percent of the 32 million
population, followed by large Chinese
and Indian minorities. Malaysia expe-
rienced deadly 1969 race riots that
still haunt the country. Tensions have
increased since May 9 elections that
saw the Barisan Nasional coalition,
led by ex-prime minister Najib Razak,
defeated for the first time since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1957.  

Najib’s own party, the United
Malays National Organisation
(UMNO) had been the backbone of
the coalition and championed the
rights of Malays, who have long
enjoyed a favored position in society
under an official affirmative action
program. Now in opposition, the

UNMO claims the government is
undermining Malays’ privileged sta-
tus.  Its supporters fear that the gov-
ernment’s plans to officially recognize
exams taken in Chinese-medium high
schools will challenge the status of
Malay as the country’s official lan-
guage, and have also accused the
government of cutting back spending
on the redevelopment of mosques.
Lokman Adam, a UMNO supreme
council member who led some 300
party members in a noisy protest near
parliament, told AFP that race rela-
tions between Malays and other
minority races were strained.

“Race relations are a bit tense.
Malays are restless. We feel Islam is
being treated badly (by the new gov-

ernment).” “We feel the current gov-
ernment is not able to protect Malay
rights, Islam, the Malay language and
the Malay rulers.” The protestors,
chanting “Long live the king” and
“Allahu Akbar” were prevented by the
police from marching to the parlia-
ment building, where the king later
made his speech.  Allegations of mas-
sive corruption were a major factor
behind the defeat of Najib’s long-rul-
ing coalition and the ushering into
power of a reformist alliance headed
by his 93-year-old former mentor
Mahathir Mohamad. Najib has since
been charged for corruption over a
multibillion dollar financial scandal at
the state fund 1MDB. He has denied
any wrongdoing. — AFP 

India orders all 
Mother Teresa care 
homes inspected
NEW DELHI: India has ordered an immediate inspection
of all childcare homes run by a religious order founded by
Mother Teresa after a nun was arrested over an alleged
adoption racket. Illegal adoption is big business in India,
with over 100,000 children reported missing every year,
the government says. Many are given up by desperately
poor parents but others are snatched from hospitals and
train stations.

Police earlier this month arrested the nun and a worker
at one of the Missionaries of Charity order’s homes in
Ranchi, the capital of eastern Jharkhand state, over allega-
tions that at least five infants were sold for potentially
thousands of dollars. The scandal blew up after local child
welfare authorities informed police about a newborn miss-
ing from the home, which is meant to care for unwed preg-
nant women and mothers in distress. 

In a statement late Monday, Women and Child
Development Minister Maneka Gandhi said all state gov-
ernments have been asked “to get child care homes run by
Missionaries of Charity all over the country inspected
immediately.”  She also said all childcare institutions
should be registered and linked to the central adoption
authority within the next month. In December India’s
Supreme Court had ordered mandatory registration of all
childcare institutions and bringing orphanages under the
central adoption system. Since then some 2,300 childcare
institutions have been linked to the Central Adoption
Resource Authority and about 4,000 are still pending,
according to the government. — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR:  The 15th king of Malaysia, Sultan Muhammad V (R) prepares
to deliver his address during the opening ceremony of the parliament. — AFP 

HONG KONG: This file photo taken on August 5, 2016 shows Andy Chan (R), leader of the pro-independence
Hong Kong National Party and a disqualified candidate of the city’s elections, speaking at a press confer-
ence at the start of a rally near the government’s headquarters. — AFP 

Woman ‘detained’ 
after tossing ink 
on Xi’s poster
SHANGHAI: A woman who live-streamed herself
throwing ink onto a picture of Chinese President Xi
Jinping has been detained, according to activists who
accuse authorities of suppressing speech to protect a
“cult of personality” around the country’s leader. The
US-based Chinese Human Rights Defenders (CHRD)
activist network said authorities have also taken the
woman’s father and a Chinese artist into custody after
they sought to publicize her plight on social media.

The woman, who has been identified by activists as
28-year-old Dong Yaoqiong, went live on Twitter on
July 4 in a video in which she accused the ruling
Communist Party of employing “oppressive brain
control”. In the video, retweeted tens of thousands of
times, Dong splashes ink on a poster bearing Xi’s
image at a location in Shanghai’s financial district,
saying defiantly: “Xi Jinping, I’m right here waiting for
you to arrest me.” CHRD said Dong is believed to
have been arrested later that day and that her Twitter
account was deleted hours after the incident.

Her final tweet included a photo of several uni-
formed men outside her apartment. CHRD said author-
ities were “suppressing freedom of speech to protect
Xi Jinping’s cult of personality”. Twitter is blocked by
China, along with some other major foreign social
media sites like Facebook, but can be accessed via
easily available censor-evading software.

Chinese authorities swiftly punish those who
deface leaders’ images and other Communist symbols.
Dong’s act comes at a particularly sensitive time as
the government aggressively nurtures a cult of per-
sonality around Xi, especially since he dramatically
strengthened his hold on power during a Communist
Party congress late last year. — AFP


