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our decades have passed since the
Rydell High gang twisted, hand jived
and crooned their way into the hearts
of teenagers the world over-but we’re

all still hopelessly devoted to “Grease.” The
classic musical, which is celebrating its 40th
anniversary, took moviegoers back to their
high school days with girl next door Sandy
(Olivia Newton-John) and bad-boy T-Bird
leader Danny (John Travolta). “When we fin-
ished it, we really didn’t know what kind of
impact it would have,” filmmaker Randal
Kleiser, who made his feature-length the-
atrical directing debut with “Grease,” said in
an interview with AFP.

“We thought it  would do well  with
teenagers for a summer or two but never
thought that, 40 years later, that amazing
amount of response from all over the world,
and all ages, would happen.”  Based on a hit
Broadway musical about the love affairs of
1950s high school students, it was shot over
two months in LA for $6 million, and was
initially eviscerated by many critics. But it
ended up grossing almost $400 million and
was the most successful live-action movie
musical of all time until “Mamma Mia!,” 30
years later. When Kleiser cast his leading
couple, Travolta had already fi lmed
“Saturday Night Fever” but was not yet
released-and he was largely known as the
young heartthrob from ABC sitcom
“Welcome Back, Kotter.”  Newton-John was

a pop music superstar, with several hit
records under her belt.

Dark lyrics 
“John and I both wanted Olivia and she

was resistant because she’d done a movie
that didn’t do well in England, a sci-fi movie,
and she thought she might be a little too old
to play opposite him,” Kleiser says, referring
to “Toomorrow” (1970). “She requested a
screen test and we did it. John and I both
treated her like a little sister, gave her all the
encouragement, and it worked.” Travolta and
Newton-John have remained close friends
over the decades, starring together again in
1983’s “Two of a Kind,” a flop by any meas-
ure, and reuniting in 2012 to make a
Christmas album. 

They swap text messages and have sup-
ported each other through dark times,
including the death of Travolta’s son in 2009
and the return of Newton-John’s breast can-
cer after she had beaten it in the 1990s.
Kleiser told AFP that while he had seen his
stars separately over the years, an anniver-
sary get-together at the motion picture
academy in Los Angeles next month would
be the trio’s first full reunion. The director
made other movies after “Grease”-most
notably “The Flight of the Navigator” (1986)
— but the lure of big studio blockbusters
lost its luster and he moved away from the
Hollywood system in the 1990s. 

In a wide-ranging interview he spoke of
his frustration with Barry Gibb’s lyrics for the
iconic title track sung by Frankie Valli, which
he thought struck an incongruously dark
tone. Kleiser took Gibb aside and it emerged
the Bee Gee knew nothing about the movie,

the screenplay or the stage show -and
thought the word “Grease” was ridiculous.

More innocent age 
“I spoke to him about changing the lyrics.

I said, ‘There’s no serious themes in the

movie,’ and he says, ‘We’ll why don’t you
shoot a serious scene so the lyrics will
work?’”  Kleiser believes the film’s longevity
can be attributed to its universal themes, the
chemistry between his leads and its appeal to
our nostalgia for a more innocent age “where
there were no terrorist attacks or shootings.”
“That all came together in a perfect storm
and hit the public zeitgeist,” he said. Travolta
became a global superstar and his career
highlights in the intervening years-another
30-plus movies-barely need rehearsing.

After a lull in the 1980s, he underwent a
resurgence sparked by an appearance in
Quentin Tarantino’s 1994 masterpiece “Pulp
Fiction” that made him an icon for a whole
new generation. Newton-John kept her
music career going and went on to appear in
“Xanadu” (1980) and “Two of a Kind”
(1983).  She says she still has the skin-tight
black pants she wore in “Grease.” Kleiser
still goes to screenings but says he prefers
these days to watch the audience experienc-
ing and enjoying his crowning achievement.
“I see lots and lots of flaws in it but I think
the flaws are part of the charm of ‘Grease’-
the fact that it has a rough-around-the-
edges feel,” he told AFP. “It’s not real slick-
everything is not perfect-and I think that
adds to the feel of it.” — AFP

‘Grease’ at 40: Still the one that we want

US director Randal Kleiser poses during a photo session for AFP with the ‘Grease Lightning’
car, for the 40th anniversary of the movie, at the Petersen Automotive Museum in Los Angeles,
California. — AFP 

A man and woman rest in front of posters for the movie Asura at a subway station in
Beijing. — AFP

With a $113-million budget, the
most expensive Chinese film
ever made has become a flop
of historic proportions,

pulled from theatres on its opening week-
end after bringing in a paltry $7.3 million.
Alibaba Pictures’ special effects-heavy
fantasy film “Asura” was intended as the
first installment in an epic trilogy inspired
by Tibetan Buddhist mythology, part of a
drive by authorities to promote works
bearing elements of traditional Chinese
culture. The film cost 750 million yuan
($113.5 million) to make, state media said,
and opened on Friday, but Chinese ticket-
ing platform Maoyan said it only took in
just over $7.3 million at the weekend.

By Sunday, the film’s official social
media account posted a statement declar-
ing that it would be removed from the-
atres as of 10 pm that night. “We express
our apologies to all those who wanted to
but won’t have the chance to see it,” it
said. Most of China’s biggest blockbusters
to date have been made with half the
budget lavished on “Asura”. The estimated
loss of $106 million would make it the
fifth-biggest flop in movie history world-
wide, behind frontrunner “Sinbad: Legend
of the Seven Seas” which suffered losses
of $125 million, according to data from
website Box Office Mojo.  State media
had touted the movie before it  was
released, with the China Daily hailing
“Asura” as “the most hotly anticipated
blockbuster of China’s competitive sum-
mer season.”

“It’s a very imaginative movie. We want-
ed the film to raise confidence in our own
culture and train more domestic talent,”
Yang Hongtao, chairman of Ningxia Film
Group, one of the movie’s backers, told the
paper ahead of Friday’s opening. Six years
in the making, the film was heavy on
expensive visuals, featuring 2,400 scenes
with special effects in its runtime of just 141
minutes, the paper noted.  Bankable Hong
Kong actors Tony Leung Ka-fai and Carina
Lau starred, while high-powered foreign
talent-such as Oscar-winning Ngila
Dickson, costume designer for the “Lord of
the Rings” franchise-also took part.

Yet the film garnered a rotten 3.1 rating
on Douban, China’s most influential user
review platform.  “My god, it’s horrifying!
It’s just a magnificent pile of excrement!”
one user wrote.  Wildly different reviews
on the country’s two largest ticketing plat-
forms prompted a virulent retort from the
movie’s production team, posted Friday to
its social media account. On opening day,
“Asura” netted an 8.4 rating out of 10 on
Alibaba-owned Tao Piaopiao. But on
Maoyan, backed by Alibaba’s rival tech
giant Tencent, reviewers had given it just
4.9.  The team accused Maoyan of using
fake, paid reviewers to post 1-star ratings
to artificially deflate the film’s score, calling
the alleged move “despicable, foolish, and
ludicrous.”  Many users dismissed the film’s
team’s statement. “It was garbage anyway,”
one reviewer wrote. — AFP

China’s most expensive
movie becomes epic flop

ohnny Depp has reached a settlement with his former
business managers, his representatives said Monday,
allowing the Oscar-nominated American actor to avoid
a trial over his finances that promised paparazzi fervor.

A spokesperson said Depp, 55, was “pleased” with the
confidential agreement reached with The Management
Group, the company that handled his business affairs for
nearly two decades. He had sued the organization in January
2017 for $25 million, accusing TMG of mismanaging his
finances, taking out loans without his approval, and conceal-
ing his ruinous finances.

Beverly Hills-based TMG had filed a countersuit against
the Oscar-nominated actor seeking unpaid fees and dam-
ages. The group alleged Depp’s lavish overspending had
brought him to the edge of financial ruin, having dropped
millions on a yacht, luxury cars, private planes and wine. The

agreement comes just before the trial was due to begin in
August.

“The lawsuit taken out against The Management Group-
and the subsequent settlement-is a further demonstration
that Johnny is determined to take firm action to protect his
personal and artistic reputation in the interests of his family
and his career,” Depp’s spokesperson said in the statement
announcing the deal. According to the magazine Rolling
Stone, Depp’s estimated $650-million fortune has nearly all
evaporated. Depp and actress Amber Heard, 32, reached an
out-of-court settlement in 2016 to end their 18-month mar-
riage, agreeing that he would pay her $7 million. — AFP

Depp, ex-managers settle financial lawsuit

In this file photo US actor Johnny Depp poses upon arrival to
attend the world premiere of the film ‘Murder on the Orient
Express’ at the Royal Albert Hall in west London. — AFP

C
ardi B has led the way at the 2018
MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs)
with 10 nominations. The ‘Be Careful’
hitmaker - who gave birth to her

daughter Kulture earlier this months - has had
a record-breaking year thus far and it looks set
to get even better after she swept the board
with an impressive amount of nods ahead of
the forthcoming music ceremony. The 25-year-
old rapper managed to bag nominations for
Artist of the Year and Best New Artist, while
her ‘Finesse’ remix with Bruno Mars received
five nods - including Video of the Year and
Song of the Year - and her ‘Dinero’ collabora-
tion with Jennifer Lopez and DJ Khaled is in
with the shot of scooping the trophy for Best
Latin Song of the Year.  ‘Bartier Cardi’ - featur-
ing 21 Savage - is also up for Best Hip-Hop and
Best Collaboration.

Cardi is yet to comment on her impressive
amount of nominations, but the usually-active
social media user has been relatively quiet
since becoming a mother a few weeks ago. Jay
Z and Beyonce - who released their joint album
‘Everything is Love’ earlier this year - followed
closely behind Cardi with eight nominations
across the board, with their hit song ‘Apesh**’
from the LP scooping Video of the Year and
Best Collaboration nods.

Childish Gambino and Drake both secured
seven nominations, while Bruno Mars got six,
but there is an an opportunity for another artist
to wiggle their way in and secure a few gongs
as the Ariana Grande and Camila Cabello
bagged five nods each, while Ed Sheeran, DJ
Khaled and Young Thug sat at the lower end
with an impressive four nominations each.  The
2018 VMAs will air live from Radio City Music
Hall in New York City on August 20. The nomi-
nees of the 2018 MTV VMAs in the major cat-
egories are as follows: 

Video of the Year
Ariana Grande - ‘No Tears Left to Cry’
Bruno Mars ft. Cardi B - ‘Finesse (Remix)’
Camila Cabello ft. Young Thug - ‘Havana’
The Carters - ‘APES**T’
Childish Gambino - ‘This Is America’
Drake - ‘God’s Plan’

Artist of the Year
Ariana Grande
Bruno Mars
Camila Cabello
Cardi B
Drake
Post Malone

Song of the Year
Bruno Mars ft. Cardi B - ‘Finesse (Remix)’
Camila Cabello ft. Young Thug - ‘Havana’
Drake - ‘God’s Plan’
Dua Lipa - ‘New Rules’
Ed Sheeran - ‘Perfect’
Post Malone ft. 21 Savage - ‘rockstar’

Best New Artist
Bazzi
Cardi B
Chloe x Halle
Hayley Kiyoko
Lil Pump
Lil Uzi Vert

Best Collaboration
Bebe Rexha ft. Florida Georgia Line - ‘Meant
to Be’
Bruno Mars ft. Cardi B - ‘Finesse (Remix)’
The Carters - ‘APES**T’
Jennifer Lopez ft. DJ Khaled & Cardi B -
‘Dinero’
Logic ft. Alessia Cara & Khalid - ‘1-800-273-
8255’
N.E.R.D & Rihanna - ‘Lemon’

Best Pop
Ariana Grande - ‘No Tears Left to Cry’
Camila Cabello ft. Young Thug - ‘Havana’
Demi Lovato - ‘Sorry Not Sorry’
Ed Sheeran - ‘Perfect’
P!nk - ‘What About Us’
Shawn Mendes - ‘In My Blood’

Best Dance
Avicii ft. Rita Ora - ‘Lonely Together’
Calvin Harris & Dua Lipa - ‘One Kiss’
The Chainsmokers - ‘Everybody Hates Me’
David Guetta & Sia - ‘Flames’
Marshmello ft. Khalid - ‘Silence’
Zedd & Liam Payne - ‘Get Low (Street Video)’

Best Rock
Fall Out Boy - ‘Champion’
Foo Fighters - ‘The Sky Is A Neighborhood’
Imagine Dragons - ‘Whatever It Takes’

Linkin Park - ‘One More Light’
Panic! At The Disco - ‘Say Amen (Saturday
Night)’
Thirty Seconds to Mars - ‘Walk On Water’

Best Hip Hop
Cardi B ft. 21 Savage - ‘Bartier Cardi’
The Carters - ‘APES**T’
Drake - ‘God’s Plan’
J. Cole - ‘ATM’
Migos ft. Drake - ‘Walk It Talk It’
Nicki Minaj - ‘Chun-Li’

Best Latin
Daddy Yankee - ‘Dura’
J Balvin, Willy William - ‘Mi Gente’
Jennifer Lopez ft. DJ Khaled & Cardi B -
‘Dinero’
Luis Fonsi, Demi Lovato - ‘?chame La Culpa’
Maluma - ‘Felices los 4’
Shakira ft. Maluma - ‘Chantaje’

— Bang Showbiz

Cardi B leads nominations at MTV Awards

This January 25, 2018 file photo shows Cardi B
attending the Warner Music Group’s annual
Grammy celebration in association with V mag-
azine in New York.

Weinstein Co
sale finalized,
owners Lantern
take over

H
arvey Weinstein’s one-time pro-
duction company no longer
exists. On Monday, its new own-
ers confirmed they had conclud-

ed the purchase of The Weinstein
Company and introduced its successor,
Lantern Entertainment. The Weinstein
Company was sold to Lantern Capital
Partners for a reported $289 million in a
deal finalized nine months after
Weinstein’s career went into free-fall over
explosive allegations of sexual assault,
rape and harassment. The sale amounts to
more than $20 million less than the origi-
nally reported price of $310 million.

“Today, we turn the page to begin
anew,” said Lantern Entertainment co-
presidents Andy Mitchell and Milos
Brajovic. The new company, they said,
would be “anchored by creativity in a
meritocracy-based culture” and across all
disciplines, they were “extremely motivat-
ed to become a forward-thinking force in
this industry.” Last Thursday, The
Weinstein Company announced that four
of its five board members would step
down upon the closing of the sale, includ-
ing Weinstein brother and company co-
founder Bob.

The sale gives Lantern a library of more
than 270 films, which generated more than
$2 billion at the box office worldwide, as
well as a television business that includes
the hit reality fashion series, “Project
Runway.” Among the film titles are Oscar
winners “The King’s Speech” and “The
Artist,” as well as “Inglourious Basterds,”
“Silver Linings Playbook” and “The Hateful
Eight.” Its unreleased feature films include
“The Upside,” starring Bryan Cranston and
Nicole Kidman and “The Current War”
with Benedict Cumberbatch.—AFP

Harvey Weinstein


