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Ghanem said various government authorities are
closely coordinating over the issue and in order to

ensure food and other supplies in case the situation
deteriorates.

Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh
said the government informed lawmakers that there was
no military or security threat to Kuwait but the govern-
ment is ready for all developments. He said that there is
no cause for concern and Kuwait is keen to see stability
and security in Iraq. The minister said Kuwait stands
besides Iraq and recalled Kuwait recently hosted an
Iraq reconstruction conference.
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Qatar Airways is already an investor in British
Airways-owner IAG, for example, owning about a 20
percent stake, and last year bought a stake in Italian car-
rier Meridiana. The CEO said he did not see the situation

with the regional political dispute improving any time
soon. Despite that, Baker said his airline was sticking to
its orders for new plane deliveries and was confident that
Boeing would deliver its new 777-X jet, for which Qatar
has made a big order, on schedule despite reported
delays. “I think they will be on time,” he said. 

Qatar Airways was only moderately hedged on fuel
and might need to hedge more in future as the price of
oil rises, Baker said. “I am concerned about the oil prices.
For the time being Qatar Airways is moderately hedged
... well if it comes I may have to (hedge),” he told Reuters,
referring to a potential rise in oil prices. — Reuters 

Qatar Airways 
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Fish, a key source of sustenance in the region, may find
their habitats compressed from deep underwater to just
beneath the surface, putting them at risk of overfishing
and extreme competition. “When oxygen concentration
drops below certain levels, fish cannot survive and you
have massive death,” says Lachkar. To carry out his data-
heavy modelling, Lachkar relies on a sprawling supercom-
puter center which cost several million dollars to set up - a
testament to local priorities to research climate change. 

The UAE in 2016 renamed its Ministry of
Environment and Water as the Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment, further evidence of the
regional desire to meet this global challenge head-on. “I

think it is an important topic for different reasons, not
only scientific reasons, but also economic,” says
Lachkar from his Centre for Prototype and Climate
Modelling. “Fishing is an important source of revenue
and it’s directly impacted by the oxygen,” he said. Even
coral reefs and, by extension, tourism could be affected.

Down the hall from his research facility is the com-
plementary Centre for Global Sea Level Change, where
researchers like Diana Francis study the worldwide
impact of the problem. The issue was at the top of the
global agenda in 2015, when the world hammered out a
deal in Paris to cut carbon emissions. But the landmark
agreement received a blow last year, when President
Donald Trump announced he would be pulling the
United States out of the accord. “It is very disappoint-
ing, because a major country is not putting effort in the
same direction as the others,” says Francis of the deci-
sion. “But our role is to stick to science, be pragmatic
and try to advance our understanding of the climate,”
she says. “Politics change over time,” Francis tells AFP.
“But science does not.” —AFP 

Expanding ‘dead 
zone’ in Arabian...

JOHANNESBURG: Former US president Barack
Obama yesterday used a tribute to Nelson Mandela to
warn that the world had plunged into “strange and uncer-
tain times”, in what is likely to be seen as a veiled attack
on Donald Trump. Obama made no direct reference to his
successor but warned that “politics of fear and resent-
ment” were spreading, driven by leaders who scorned
facts and told lies with an “utter loss of shame”. He also
blasted climate-change denial, race-based migration poli-
cies, unbridled capitalism and “strongman politics” -
stances often cited as the hallmarks of Trump’s controver-
sial presidency.

“Given the strange and uncertain times we are in, each
day’s news cycles brings more head-spinning and dis-
turbing headlines, I thought maybe it would be useful to
step back for a moment and get some perspective,”
Obama said at the start of his speech. Obama spoke to a
crowd of more than 10,000 people at a cricket stadium in
Johannesburg in the centerpiece event of celebrations
100 years since Nelson Mandela’s birth. “It is in part
because of the failures of governments and powerful
elites... that we now see much of the world threatening to
return to an older, more dangerous, more brutal way of
doing business,” Obama said.

On migration, he appeared to take a sharp jab at
Trump saying “it is not wrong to insist that national bor-
ders matter... but that can’t be an excuse for immigration
policies based on race or ethnicity or religion”. Obama
singled out the African heritage of many players in
France’s World Cup-winning football team, saying that
embracing diversity “delivers practical benefits since it
ensures that a society can draw upon the energy and
skills of all... people”. “And if you doubt that, just ask the
French football team that just won the World Cup -
because not all these folks look like Gauls to me, they are
French, they are French,” he stressed with a smile.

France beat Croatia 4-2 in Sunday’s final in Moscow,
with a team featuring many players of African heritage. Of
the 23 players in the French squad, around two-thirds are
of Arab or African descent. Two of France’s goal scorers
against Croatia have African roots: Paul Pogba’s parents
are from Guinea while Kylian Mbappe’s parents are
Cameroonian and Algerian. Of the players who started in
the final, Samuel Umtiti was born in Cameroon, Blaise
Matuidi’s parents are Angolan and Congolese, N’Golo
Kante’s parents are Malian while Raphael Varane’s father
is from the Caribbean island of Martinique.

On climate change, Obama attacked the entrenched
skepticism shown by Trump and others American con-
servatives in the face of scientific evidence. “You have to
believe in facts, without facts there is no basis for coop-
eration,” he said. “I can’t find common ground if someone
says climate change is just not happening when almost
all the world’s scientists tell us it is. If you start (by) say-
ing it is an elaborate hoax... where do we start?” And he
drew laughter from the crowd with the line: “Politics
today seems to reject the very concept of objective truth
- people just make stuff up.” “We see the utter loss of
shame among political leaders who are caught in a lie
and they just double down and lie some more,” he added.

Mandela’s birthday 
Yesterday’s speech came on the eve of “Mandela

Day” - his birthday, which is marked around the world
every year on July 18. Obama has made relatively few
public appearances since leaving the White House in
2017, but he has often credited Mandela for being one of
the great inspirations in his life. Mandela, who died in
2013, remains a global icon for his long struggle against
white-minority apartheid rule and for his message of
peace and reconciliation after being freed following 27
years in prison.

Obama met Mandela only briefly in 2005 but gave a
eulogy at his funeral saying Mandela “makes me want to
be a better man” and hailing him as “the last great libera-
tor of the 20th century”. Both men were the first black
presidents of their countries. African President Cyril
Ramaphosa and Mandela’s widow Graca Machel were
among the guests from Obama’s speech - his highest-
profile address since leaving office.

“I really appreciate it that Obama spoke out against
Trump,” 25-year-old management consultant Karabo
Tima told AFP after attending the speech. “We see our
brothers and sisters trying to seek a better life in the
states, and we know that America was built on the backs
of black people and they don’t get the recognition.”

Before arriving in South Africa, Obama paid a brief visit
to Kenya, his father’s home country. Obama will also host
a town hall event in Johannesburg today for 200 young
leaders selected from across Africa to attend a five-day
training program. Mandela was imprisoned under
apartheid rule in 1962 and only freed in 1990, when he
went on to lead the African National Congress party to
victory in the first multi-race elections in 1994.  — AFP 

In Mandela tribute, Obama warns 
of ‘strange and uncertain times’ 

Former US President Barack Obama speaks during the 2018 Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture at the Wanderers cricket stadium in Johannesburg yesterday. —AFP 

French World Cup victors show triumph of diversity

TAMPA: A dozen new moons have been discovered
around Jupiter, bringing its total number of known
moons to 79, the most of any planet in our solar sys-
tem, astronomers announced yesterday. One of the
new moons was described as a “real oddball” by
researcher Scott Sheppard at the Carnegie Institution
for Science, because of its tiny size, it measuring just
about a kilometer) across. It also “has an orbit like no
other known Jovian moon” and is “likely Jupiter’s
smallest known moon,” he added.

This oddball takes about a year and a half to circle
Jupiter, and orbits at an inclined angle that crosses
paths with a swarm of moons traveling in a retrograde,
or in the opposite direction of Jupiter’s spin rotation.

“This is an unstable situation,” said Sheppard. “Head-
on collisions would quickly break apart and grind the
objects down to dust.”

The oddball moon, along with two other new moon
discoveries, orbit in the prograde, or same direction as
the planet’s rotation. The inner moons take about a
year to circle Jupiter, while the outer moons take twice
as long. All the moons may be fragments that broke
apart when their larger, parent cosmic bodies collided.

Astronomers have proposed the name “Valetudo”
for the oddball moon, after the Roman god Jupiter’s
great-granddaughter, the goddess of health and
hygiene. The Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei discov-
ered the first four of Jupiter’s moons in 1610. The cur-
rent team of astronomers did not set out to find new
moons of Jupiter, but was scanning the skies for plan-
ets beyond Pluto when the moons fell into the path of
their telescope. 

The new moons were first glimpsed in 2017, using a
telescope based in Chile and operated by the National
Optical Astronomical Observatory of the United
States. It took a year for their orbits to be confirmed
with a series of other telescopes in the United States
and Chile. —AFP 

‘Oddball’ among
12 newmoons
discovered 
around Jupiter 

CHICAGO: Police in the US state of Texas yesterday cap-
tured a man they described as a serial killer who took the
lives of at least three people in seven days. Jose Gilberto
Rodriguez was arrested after a 14-minute car chase with
police. A resident in a Houston suburb alerted authorities to
the location of the 46-year-old’s vehicle just hours after
police put out a public warning that a serial killer may be on
the loose.

Rodriguez was arrested without incident after the car
chase ended and a pistol was recovered in his car, Harris
County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez told a news conference. “We’re
glad it ended without incident,” Gonzalez said, adding that

authorities did not yet have a motive. “It’s still early in the
investigation. We’d like to figure that out.”

Rodriguez is suspected of a crime spree that began July 9
with a home invasion robbery. He allegedly went on to kill at
least three people and was also tied to the robbery and
shooting of a Houston bus driver who was expected to sur-
vive. He was discovered early yesterday morning in a neigh-
borhood he was thought to frequent, and where he allegedly
targeted one of the victims. “It was possible he was casing
the neighborhood in search of his next victim,” Gonzalez said. 

The first victim that police have tied to Rodriguez was a
62-year-old widow who lived alone, according to US
media. Pamela Johnson was found dead in her home on
July 13. In that killing and another of a 28-year-old mat-
tress store employee the following day, Rodriguez alleged-
ly took the victims’ cars, according to reports. A third vic-
tim was found dead Monday at another Houston-area
mattress store. — AFP 
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