
WASHINGTON: Washington Nationals outfielder
Bryce Harper delighted home-ballpark supporters
Monday by winning Major League Baseball’s Home
Run Derby, smashing the decisive homer to centerfield
with his final swing of the bat. The 25-year-old from
Las Vegas edged Chicago Cubs outfielder Kyle
Schwarber 19-18 in the final of the ball-bashing compe-
tition for some of the top major league sluggers. “It was
unbelievable,” Harper said. “Just having the crowd out
there, I really fed off them. It was an incredible moment
not only for me but the organization and Nationals fans.

“I’ve been here since I was 17 years old. I’ve grown
up in front of these fans.” The contest serves as a
warm-up attraction for Tuesday’s 89th MLB All-Star
Game, the first in the US capital since 1969. Players had
four minutes to smack as many home runs as they could
over the outfield walls in a knockout format, with bonus
time earned for especially long blasts. Schwarber bat-
ted first in the final, the fifth seed smashing nine homers
before calling a timeout with 1:49 remaining, then bash-
ing nine more, setting Harper a total of 18 to beat.

Harper, in his first Home Run Derby since 2013,
thrilled a home-stadium crowd of 43,698 at Nationals
Park that chanted “Let’s go Harper.” Second-seeded
Harper swatted only four homers in the first 82 sec-
onds before calling a timeout, then hit five more
before stopping again with 80 seconds to go. He was
nine shy of equalizing as he chatted with Nationals
star Max Scherzer, the National League All-Star
Game starting pitcher.

“I had nine after that second timeout,” Harper said.
“I said, ‘Max, I’ve got to hit nine.’ He said, ‘No, you’ve
got to hit 10.’”

Harper smashed four in a row from the 30-second
mark and another on the final pitch to equal Schwarber
on 18, but he had earned a 30-second time bonus for a
chance to win. The winning homer came on the second
pitch Harper faced, a high-soaring blast over the cen-
terfield wall, and streamers were fired from the top of

the ballpark to celebrate the triumph. “That was the kid
in me you saw tonight,” Harper said. “I was very fortu-
nate to be able to show that to everybody. This was for
the whole city of DC. I feel very fortunate to bring it
back to them.” New York Yankees star Aaron Judge, the
2017 winner, did not participate and Harper made it
clear he won’t be defending his title either.

“I don’t have to do it ever again so that’s great. My
oblique is going to be feeling it tomorrow,” Harper said.
“If it wasn’t in front of my home crowd, I wouldn’t have
done it.” In the semi-finals, Schwarber blasted a last-
pitch homer off the right field foul pole to edge eighth-
seeded Philadelphia outfielder Rhys Hoskins 21-20 and
Harper defeated third-seeded Los Angeles Dodgers
first baseman Max Muncy 13-12. In the opening round,
Hoskins downed Milwaukee’s top-seeded Jesus Aguilar
17-12, Schwarber edged Houston’s Alex Bregman 16-15,
Muncy beat Javier Baez of the Chicago Cubs 17-16 and
Harper defeated Atlanta’s Freddie Freeman 13-12.

Get rid of DH 
Spending his entire MLB career in the American

League, Justin Verlander has only picked up a bat in
interleague games and the World Series. On Monday,
his pitching side took over. Speaking in Washington in
advance of Tuesday’s All-Star Game, Verlander said
that he thinks the league should eliminate the designat-
ed hitter altogether. “I would take the DH out, even
though I know the National League is talking about
implementing the designated hitter,” Verlander said, per
USA Today. “For my pitching purposes, it’s fun to face
guys like me who can’t hit. But I do think, for instance
when we were in the World Series, the Houston Astros
are playing the Dodgers, when we are at Dodger
Stadium, we were a little behind. We were not used to
hitting, bunting and things like that.”

Verlander made his major league debut with Detroit
in 2005 and remained there until his trade to Houston
last Aug. 31. He’s a seven-time All-Star and the 2011

winner of both the AL Cy Young and Most Valuable
Player awards. At the plate, however, he is a career .111
batter (five singles in 45 at-bats). He has one RBI in his
career. He had three at-bats against the Dodgers in the
2017 World Series, striking out each time.

“When you’re playing a championship, that deter-
mines the best team in the world, it should be an even
playing field. It’s the only sport like that with different

sets of rules in different leagues,” Verlander said. He
then addressed the NL’s potential plan to adopt the DH,
and his comments are likely to raise some eyebrows in
Houston. “I like the game with no DH, personally. But
who knows, one day I might be in the National League,
so maybe they can keep it out of that league for a
while.” Verlander can become a free agent after the
2019 season.— Agencies 
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LONDON: Formula One champions Mercedes
made mistakes in the last three back-to-back races
but they still have the fastest car, according to
team boss Toto Wolff. World champion Lewis
Hamilton won in France last month but suffered his
first retirement in two years at the following race in
Austria and was second in his home British Grand
Prix after going from pole position to last. The
Briton heads to Hockenheim for this weekend’s
German Grand Prix with an eight-point gap to
make up on Ferrari’s four-times champion
Sebastian Vettel, who will be racing in front of his
home crowd. “We didn’t score as many points in
the triple-header as we had hoped for. A lot of that
was down to our own mistakes,” Wolff said in a
team preview of Sunday’s race.

“However, there is a silver lining to this-while
we didn’t maximize on points, we did bring the
quickest car to all three races.” Vettel won in
Silverstone while Red Bull’s 20-year-old Dutchman
Max Verstappen took his first win of the season at
his team’s home race in Austria. The triple header
was a first for Formula One, the scheduling aimed
at avoiding a clash with the World Cup final in
Russia. Mercedes started all three races from pole
position but Hamilton and team mate Valtteri
Bottas scored only 61 points between them, com-
pared to 98 for championship leaders Ferrari and
65 for Red Bull.

Hockenheim is the 11th race of the 21-round
season and Mercedes have won just three times,
compared to six by the same stage last year.
“We’ve had a decent first half,” Wolff said. “On the
one hand, we’ve left points on the table and had to
do damage limitation more often than we would
have wanted. “On the other hand, we still scored a
good amount of points, both drivers have shown
strong performances and we have a fast car. So
there are many reasons why we’re looking forward
to the second half of the 2018 season.”
Hockenheim did not host a race last year but
Hamilton won there in 2016.— Reuters
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WASHINGTON: Bryce Harper #34 celebrates after the T-Mobile Home Run Derby at Nationals Park on July
16, 2018. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Major League Baseball commissioner
Rob Manfred declared the sport’s “steroid era” all-but
over Monday but said new US betting laws will provide
another challenge for the sport’s integrity. On the eve of
the 89th All-Star Game, the first staged in the US capital
since 1969, Manfred hailed the impact of doping test pro-
tocols that include blood tests, biological profiles, random
testing and an investigative staff.

“I don’t believe there is the widespread use of perform-
ance-enhancing drugs in baseball any more,” Manfred
said. “I feel good that we’ve done everything humanly pos-
sible to prevent the use of performance-enhancing drugs.
“But we will remain constantly vigilant.” Major League
Baseball stars Alex Rodriguez and Mark McGwire admit-
ted taking performance-enhancing drugs and steroid
accusations tainted some of baseball’s top stars, including
US home run king Barry Bonds and pitcher Roger
Clemens.

Only after pressure from US lawmakers did the major
leagues ban steroids and begin a tougher testing policy

with severe punishments in 2005. “Baseball has the best
testing program, not only testing but drug program, not
only in professional sports but all of sports,” Manfred said.
“If you talk to the Olympic groups, WADA (World Anti-
Doping Agency) and USADA, they will tell you ours is the
best.” The latest issue facing Manfred, who became com-
missioner in January 2015, is legalized sports betting,
which thanks to a Supreme Court ruling is now open on a
state-by-state basis.

Manfred, who said he disliked seeing references to
oddsmaker lines on European football telecasts, would
prefer a federal system compared to 50 state ones but
vows MLB employees won’t bet on baseball no matter
what’s legal. “The challenge for us is to make sure... those
laws develop in a way where we can protect the integrity
of the sport,” Manfred said. “We want to be careful our
product retains a certain pristine quality. “Anyone who
works for Major League Baseball, whether it’s legal or
not, will not be allowed to bet on baseball. We’ll always
have this rule.” Retired Cincinnati Reds star Pete Rose,
the all-time major league leader in hits and games played,
was banned from baseball for life in 1989 for betting on
baseball while manager of the Reds. Rose, 77, applied for
reinstatement to Manfred in 2015 but was rejected, the
commissioner saying to allow Rose back was an “unac-
ceptable risk.”— AFP 

Steroid era is over, 
MLB boss declares 

WASHINGTON: MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred
looks on during the T-Mobile Home Run Derby at
Nationals Park on July 16, 2018. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: American boxer Floyd Mayweather
was named the world’s highest-paid entertainer on
Monday on a list that saw actor George Clooney take
the No 2 spot with the highest annual pay of his career.
Reality star Kylie Jenner, 20, came in third on the annual
Forbes Celebrity 100 list, largely thanks to her booming
cosmetics line that Forbes said put her on track to
become the youngest self-made billionaire in the
United States.

Forbes compiled its 2018 list estimating pre-tax
earnings from June 2017-June 2018, before deducting
fees for managers, based on data from Nielsen, touring
trade publication Pollstar, movie database IMDB, and
interviews with industry experts and celebrities them-
selves. Mayweather pulled in some $285 million in the
period, largely thanks to his August 2017 comeback

fight win over mixed martial arts champion Conor
McGregor. Oscar-winning star Clooney earned an esti-
mated $239 million after selling the Casamigos tequila
company he co-founded to British spirits company
Diageo in June 2017. Forbes said the sale gave Clooney
the best annual earnings of his 35-year career in film
and television. Forbes said entertainers on its 2018
Celebrity 100 list earned a combined $6.3 billion before
tax, up 22 percent from last year’s list. Many of the
highest earners came from celebrities leveraging their
brands through side ventures and through their social
media presence.

“There’s never been a more lucrative time to be
famous than now, with 11 superstars earning $100 mil-
lion or more over the past year,” Zack O’Malley
Greenburg, senior entertainment editor at Forbes, said
in a statement. “Entertainers have found all sorts of new
ways to monetize their audiences, especially with the
help of social media,” he added. Dwayne “The Rock”
Johnson almost doubled his earnings from the previous
year to land in 5th place with estimated earnings of
$124 million. Forbes said the earnings of the “Jumanji”
and “Fast &amp; Furious” star were the largest acting-
related earnings it had recorded in 20 years.

The top earner on last year’s list, musician Sean
Diddy Combs, dropped to No. 32 on the current list. His
earnings on the 2017 list were inflated by a tour and the
sale of part of his Sean John clothing line, Forbes said.

Musicians and athletes fared well, with Irish band U2,
British band Coldplay and British singer Ed Sheeran
appearing in the top 10. Soccer players Lionel Messi
and Cristiano Ronaldo also earned more than $100 mil-
lion, Forbes said.— Reuters

Mayweather,
Clooney lead
highest paid
entertainers

Floyd Mayweather


