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Maradona takes charge of Belarus club

BREST, Belarus: Hotfoot from creating a stir at the
World Cup Diego Maradona arrived in Belarus yester-
day to begin the latest chapter in his colorful career.
Argentina’s 1986 World Cup winner insisted that his
new role as president of first division Dinamo Brest was
“very serious” and said he hoped his presence would
help the country’s sport “get better every day”. The 57-
year-old also expressed a wish to meet authoritarian
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko.

“I have very good memories of Fidel Castro, (Hugo)
Chavez and (Muammar) Gaddafi and I also know
Putin,” the former Argentinean number 10 said at a

news conference, l isting late leaders of Cuba,
Venezuela and Libya and the current Russian presi-
dent. “Now I want to do a photograph with
Lukashenko,” he said of the former collective farm
boss who has ruled the ex-Soviet state with an iron
grip since 1994. “I hope after that he will become our
fan,” he added, speaking Spanish in translated com-
ments.  Lukashenko is better known as an avid ice
hockey player. The Argentinean spoke of his desire to
settle in Belarus, which is sandwiched between Russia
and Ukraine and EU members Latvia, Lithuania and
Poland, saying he did not fear the cold.

“When I was small, I had no shoes and I walked
barefoot. So I’m not afraid of snow. I can live in Belarus
without any problems,” said the Argentinean, who grew
up in a shantytown. He also said he was planning to
learn Russian. Maradona signed a three-year contract
in May and was set to watch his first match as the
team’s president on Monday evening, at home against
fourth-placed Shakhtyor. Dinamo Brest are sixth in the
table just before the halfway point in the Belarusian
league season. “We’ll try to create a team that will bat-
tle for the best places,” said the former Ballon d’or win-
ner whose infamous “Hand of God” goal against

England helped Argentina win the 1986 World Cup.
One of the greatest players of all-time, he became an

increasing subject of ridicule at the World Cup in
Russia. He made an obscene gesture from the VIP box
to celebrate Argentina’s dramatic 2-1 win over Nigeria
which sent them into the last 16, drawing plenty of criti-
cism. Even after his country’s exit at the hands of
France, he managed to keep himself in the limelight
claiming that he would turn the team’s fortunes around
if named coach, and then being rebuked by FIFA after
ranting about the officials following Colombia’s loss to
England.—AFP 

CARACAS: Venezuela President Nicolas
Maduro believes Africa and not France
are the true winners of the 2018 World
Cup in Russia. France beat Croatia 4-2
in Sunday’s final in Moscow, but with a
team featuring number players of
African heritage. “The French team
seems like the African team, in reality
Africa won, the African immigrants who
arrived in France,” Maduro said at an
event to celebrate police day in
Venezuela on Monday. “How much have
they despised Africa, and in the football
World Cup France won the trophy
thanks to African players or the sons of
Africans.” Two of France’s goalscorers
against Croatia have African roots: Paul
Pogba’s parents are from Guinea while
Kylian Mbappe’s parents are
Cameroonian and Algerian.

Of the players who started in the
final , Samuel Umtiti  was born in
Cameroon, Blaise Matuidi’s parents are

Angolan and Congolese, N’Golo Kante’s
parents are Malian while Raphael
Varane’s father is from the Caribbean
island of Martinique. Of the 23-man
squad, 16 have African roots of some
sort, although captain Hugo Lloris,
goalscorer Antoine Griezmann and
striker Olivier Giroud are of European
heritage. Maduro nonetheless congratu-
lated the team for the “beautiful” way
they played and paid tribute to his ally
and Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin
for putting on “the best World Cup in
the history of football.”

The Venezuelan leader, who has
presided over a collapse of the country’s
economy and who has been widely con-
demned for the repression of opponents,
called on France and Europe as a whole
to use this victory as a springboard to
end the mistreatment of Africans and
Latin Americans. “That’s enough racism
in Europe against Africans, enough dis-
crimination against migrants,” he said.
“Hopefully France and Europe wil l
appreciate that us, southerners,
Africans, Latin Americans, are worthy
and powerful.” Maduro has a tense rela-
tionship with French President
Emmanuel Macron who has accused him
of implementing a “dictatorship” in the
South American country.—AFP 
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Soccer star begins the latest chapter in his colorful career

BREST: Football star Diego Maradona arrives at the stadium in Brest. The 57-year-old Argentinean visits Belarus for the first time after becoming the chairman of the board of Dinamo. — AFP 

LE GRAND-BORNAND: Frenchman Julian
Alaphilippe turned on the style to secure his
maiden Tour de France stage win yesterday as
Belgium’s Greg Van Avermaet stubbornly held
on to the yellow jersey. Alaphilippe, of the Quick
Step team, launched an audacious lone attack
on the third and penultimate climb and went on
to solo over the finish several minutes ahead of
the main peloton after a first day in the Alps
marked by a yellow jersey truce. 

Expected to challenge overnight leader Van
Avermaet for the right to wear the race’s fabled
tunic into today’s 11th stage, the Sky team of
champion Chris Froome failed to muster a chal-
lenge despite their best-placed rider, Geraint
Thomas, sitting only 43secs behind the Belgian
in the overall standings. Van Avermaet, who is
not a specialist climber, appeared under threat
at the beginning of the 158.5 km race from
Annecy featuring four categorized climbs and
with a downhill finish into Le Grand Bornand.
But the wily BMC rider exceeded expectations,
joining an early breakaway that went on to build
a healthy lead on the main peloton to stymie
whatever plans Sky may have had of taking con-
trol of the race. In the end, Van Avermaet pro-

duced a fantastic performance to finish 1min
43secs behind Alaphilippe, Thomas, Froome and
Team Sky trailing over the finish over three min-
utes behind the stage winner.

In the overall standings Van Avermaet now
leads Thomas, in second, by 2:22, with Alejandro
Valverde (Movistar) now up to third overall at
3:10. Froome, who is bidding for his fourth con-

secutive Grand Tour win and fifth overall, is up
to sixth place at 3:21. The 11th stage, held over
108.5 km between Albertville and La Rosiere,
features the first summit finish of the race. The
third and final day in the Alps is on Thursday
when sparks are expected to fly on the 14km
climb, over 21 hairpin bends, to the summit of
Alpe d’Huez.—AFP 

Alaphilippe
claims maiden
stage

LE GRAND-BORNAND: France’s Julian Alaphilippe celebrates as he crosses the finish
line to win the tenth stage of the 105th edition of the Tour de France cycling race
between Annecy and Le Grand-Bornand yesterday. —AFP 


