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News in brief

UAE arrests 3 over ‘Kiki’ challenge 

ABU DHABI: Abu Dhabi has ordered the arrest of
three “famous” social media users for taking part in a
viral dance challenge based on Canadian hip-hop
superstar Drake’s hit song “In my feelings”.  As part
of the “Kiki” dance challenge, people get out of a
slowly moving car and leave the door open as they
dance alongside it in sync with the music.
“Participants in this challenge get out of a moving car
and leave the door open and dance on a public road
next to the car, which is a danger to them and others
on the road,” it said in a statement. The detainees will
be investigated “on charges of endangering their
lives and the lives of others, and violating public
morals using social networking sites to promote
practices that are incompatible with the values and
traditions of society.” Those caught taking part in the
challenge could be punished with a fine or imprison-
ment, the prosecutor’s office said. — AFP 

Modi donates 200 cows to Rwanda 

KIGALI: For centuries China has used gifts of giant
pandas to foreign countries as a soft power diplo-
macy tool. But India’s Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has staked a claim to the concept of “cattle
diplomacy”. During a visit to Rwanda yesterday,
Modi donated 200 cows - considered sacred in
India - to poor residents of Rweru model village,
south of the capital Kigali. The gesture builds on a
Rwandan government scheme called “Girinka”
which since 2006 has contributed cattle to poor
rural families in an effort to combat malnutrition by
ensuring children have access to milk. “Girinka” is a
greeting in the local Kinyarwanda language meaning
“may you have many cows”. Modi and Rwandan
President Paul Kagame also announced a series of
deals including a a $200 million Indian loan that will
be used to develop Rwanda’s irrigation schemes and
expand the Kigali Special Economic Zone. — AFP

Haley slams Kuwait, other Arab, 
Islamic states on Palestinian aid

Erdogan calls Israel ‘fascist, racist’ • Israel downs Syrian jet as Golan heats up

Coalition kills top IS members

BAGHDAD: The US-led coalition fighting Islamic
State said yesterday it has killed high-value leaders
from the group who were planning attacks targeting
Saudi Arabia, the United States and Sweden. On April
24, a coalition air strike killed Syrian-based Islamic
State member Munawwar Al-Mutayari in Operation
Inherent Resolve, the coalition said in a statement. He
had been planning attacks on Saudi Arabia. Soufiane
Makouh, a Belgian foreign fighter who travelled to
Syria to plan attacks against the US and its interests,
was killed by an air strike on June 2. — Reuters 

GOLAN HEIGHTS: A picture taken yesterday from Tal Saki hill shows smoke rising above buildings across the bor-
der in Syria. — AFP 

UNITED NATIONS/ISTANBUL/ JERUSALEM:
US envoy to the United Nations Nikki Haley yester-
day slammed Arab and Islamic states for talking a lot
about supporting the Palestinians but not giving more
money to help, calling out countries like Egypt, Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates. Haley listed how much
those countries, along with Algeria, Tunisia, Pakistan,
Oman and Turkey, had given - or not given - to the
UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), which helps
Palestinian refugees. Washington, long the biggest
donor, cut its aid to $60 million from a promised $365
million this year.

“No group of countries is more generous with their
words than the Palestinians’ Arab neighbors, and other
OIC member states,” Haley told a UN Security Council
meeting on the Middle East, citing the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation. “But all of the words spoken here
in New York do not feed, clothe, or educate a single
Palestinian child. All they do is get the international
community riled up,” she said.

“Where are the Arab countries when it comes to
encouraging reconciliation between Palestinian fac-
tions, which is essential to peace? Where are the Arab
countries when it comes to denouncing Hamas terror-
ism? Where are the Arab countries when it comes to
supporting compromises that are necessary for
peace?” Haley said.

Haley highlighted American assistance to the
Palestinians, saying that in addition to aid to UNRWA,
Washington provided $300 million in bilateral aid last
year, and “over six billion - with a B - dollars in bilateral

assistance to Palestinians” since 1993. “How much have
the Arab countries - some of whom are wealthy coun-
tries - how much have they given to the Palestinians?”
she asked.

Haley also called out China and Russia for talking “a
big game about the Palestinian cause” but providing
only $350,000 and $2 million respectively to UNRWA
in 2017. “It is time for the regional states in particular to
step up and really help the Palestinian people, instead
of just making speeches thousands of miles away,” said
Haley. US President Donald Trump withheld UNRWA
aid after questioning its value and saying the
Palestinians needed to agree to renew peace talks with
Israel, while the State Department said UNRWA need-
ed to make unspecified reforms.

There are gaping divisions between Washington and
the Palestinian leadership that have widened since
Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital in
December and moved the US Embassy there, overrid-
ing decades of US policy. Haley said that if the Arab
countries “really cared” they would tell Palestinian
leaders “how foolish they look for condemning a peace
proposal they haven’t even seen yet”. 

Meanwhile, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday called Israel a “fascist” state while
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Turkey
was becoming a “dark dictatorship” as the rivals
engaged in a new war of words over a controversial
law. Turkey has led condemnation in the Islamic world
of a hotly debated new law adopted by the Knesset last 
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LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May greets Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani on the steps of 10 Downing Street yesterday. — AFP 

MATI, Greece: An aerial view shows burnt houses following a wildfire in this vil-
lage near Athens yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: The US and Qatar launched a
plan yesterday to expand Al-Udeid air-
base, the biggest military facility used by
Washington in the Gulf as it battles mili-
tants, Qatari state media said. The two
countries also discussed making Al-
Udeid a “permanent” base, the official
QNA news agency said, as Doha seeks
to bolster ties with Washington at a time
of tensions with its Gulf neighbors. QNA
said representatives from both countries
yesterday “laid the foundation stone for
expanding” Al-Udeid. The project
includes “the construction of barracks
and service buildings to support joint

security efforts, as well as improving the
quality of life of the troops stationed at
the airbase,” it said.

But the Pentagon played down the
development, pointing out nothing con-
crete had been decided. “It is premature
to discuss aspects of a potential base
expansion at Al-Udeid air base in
Qatar,” Lieutenant Commander Rebecca
Rebarich said in a statement. “The US
military is working with the Qatari min-
istry of defense on further details of the
proposal to help us to plan appropriately
and ensure we will use any new facilities
effectively,” she said.

Around 10,000 US troops are
deployed in Al-Udeid, the largest US
base in the Gulf where Washington
stocks munitions and equipment and
deploys warplanes used in the battle
against the Islamic State group. Other
members of the US-led coalition fighting
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Qatar, US plan 
‘expansion’ of 
Udeid airbase

ATHENS: Raging wildfires killed 74
people including small children in Greece,
devouring homes and forests as terrified
residents fled to the sea to escape the
flames, authorities said yesterday. Orange

flames engulfed pine forests, turning them
to ash and leaving lines of charred cars in
the smoke-filled streets of seaside towns
near Athens after the fires broke on
Monday. Rescuers rushed to evacuate
residents and tourists stranded on beach-
es. Others were overtaken by the flames
in their homes, on foot or in their cars.
AFP photographers saw the burnt bodies
of humans and dogs.

The charred bodies of 26 people,
including small children, were discovered
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Flames ravage 
Greek seaside
as fires kill 74

BANGKOK: Hundreds are missing
and an unknown number feared dead
after a partly built hydropower dam in
southeast Laos collapsed after heavy
rain and sent a wall of water surging
through six villages, state media and
contractors said yesterday. Laos News
Agency said the accident happened on
Monday evening near the border with
Cambodia, releasing five billion cubic
metres of water - more than two mil-
lion Olympic swimming pools.

The agency said there were “several
human lives claimed, and several hun-
dreds of people missing” while some
6,600 people had been made homeless
as authorities scrambled to evacuate vil-
lagers. Communist Laos is traversed by a
vast network of rivers and several dams
are being built or planned in the impov-
erished and landlocked country, which
exports most of its hydropower energy
to neighboring countries like Thailand.

Aerial footage posted on the
Facebook page of local news outlet
ABC Laos showed a vast brown inun-
dation swamping houses and jungle

alike over a huge area. Another video
showed families waiting for rescue on
the rooftop of their house, with a near-
by Buddhist temple partially sub-
merged. 
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Scores missing 
in Laos after 
dam collapses 

ATTAPU, Laos: This screen grab shows
an aerial view of flooded plains yester-
day after a dam collapsed the day
before. — AFP 


