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KUWAIT: A number of Kuwaiti NGOs expressed
total rejection of what they described as ‘illegal and
unethical’ violations committed by some people to
make personal gains through forgery of their degrees
and cheating at the expense of both the nation and
other citizens. A joint statement issued by 33 Kuwaiti
NGOs said this issue had been raised years earlier but
no measures were taken to resolve the problem then.
“The number of cases discovered recently shows the
volume of such a disaster and everybody’s fear for this
nation’s future,” the statement said. 

“Out of our role as NGOs representing all social
factions, out of keenness on the soundness of our edu-
cational structure and in order to ensure a better
future for our children, we announce joining a public
call recently launched on various social media net-
works to have a better Kuwait,” added the NGOs, who
signed the statement and called for holding whoever is
responsible or involved legally accountable.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the government employees
syndicates union Hussein Al-Azmi highly commended
measures taken by Education Minister Hamed Al-Azmi
on exposing holders of fake certificates and degrees
and urged him to keep investigating the matter, going
back to years before he came to office. Azmi stressed
that forged degree and certificates are extremely dan-
gerous to any society and that they undermine all
states’ foundations. “Minister Hamed Al-Azmi should
be fully supported in fighting such a dangerous phe-
nomenon”, he underlined. 

Wards allocated
Health minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah issued a

decision allocating two fully equipped wards at
Mubarak Al-Kabeer and Farwaniya Hospitals to serve
the defense ministry in case of any emergencies.
Commenting on the decision, Kuwait army chief of
joint staffs Lt Gen Mohammed Al-Khodor thanked
the minister and highly commended cooperation
amongst various ministries during emergencies.
Khodor also sent a number of medical officers from
Jaber Al-Ahmed Armed Forces Hospital to inspect the
two wards. 

Ambulance drivers 
Informed sources said that the Ministry of Health

(MoH) has stopped recruiting ambulance drivers
because the medical emergencies department has
enough drivers. The sources expected medical zone,
hospital and department directors to be reshuffled
when Sheikh Basel returns from vacation next week.
The sources added that around 70 percent of hospital
department heads will be reshuffled with the aim of
developing various ministry sectors before launching
major health projects in September. 

Kuwaiti teachers
Ministry of Education’s (MoE) undersecretary

Haitham Al-Athari announced the appointment of new
Kuwaiti teachers will start on Sunday (July 29), that of
non-Kuwaitis locally contracted will start on Aug 5,
and those contracted abroad will start on Aug 14.
Athari added that the new teachers will start work on
Aug 28 by attending a seven-day training course.
Separately, MoE allocated a budget of KD 40 million
for the indemnities of teachers referred to retirement,
including those who had reached the legal retirement
age, those who willingly retired and those retiring
according to disabled employees’ conditions. In anoth-
er MoE-related concern, the Audit Bureau strongly
criticized the ministry for not collecting a fine from a
company that had hired illegal laborers to provide
cleaning and services in various schools in Hawally. 

Terminal 4
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DCGA)

urged concerned companies to file their bids for three
contracts to operate and maintain Terminal 4 at Kuwait
International Airport. Informed sources explained that
the first contract involves luggage carts and handling,
the second involves developing, operating and main-
taining parking lots and the third involves running duty
free stores at the terminal. 

Solar Power 
Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC) is

currently in the final stages of naming a financial
advisor to get a KD 700 million loan from local
banks for the Debdebah Solar Power Plant project.
Informed sources said it is expected to sign a con-
tract with an advisor within 45 days and that the
advisor’s job will include studying the loan’s feasibil-
ity and interest rates. The sources added that the
project tender is expected to be officially offered
for bidding before the end of July or by the begin-
ning of August. They also noted that the project’s
estimated cost will be $ 1-1.5 billion and that the
project, due to be built over an area of 32 sq km to
the northwest , is  expected to generate 1 .5
megawatts of solar power, ie 15 percent of the total
power expected by 2030. 
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Everyone seems to be talking about ‘fake
degrees’ - from online memes to radio
shows to newspaper articles. The media are

exploding with questions like: “What are the legal
consequences for those who forged their certifi-
cates?” and “How many people forged certifi-
cates?” and maybe more importantly, “Who
forged the certificates?” These questions should
not be taken lightly and we should trust that the
governmental officials will do all that they need to
do to protect everyone.

As for the legal consequences, employers
under Kuwait labor law “may terminate the
employment contract with immediate effect if the
employee obtained the job by means of dishon-
esty such as fraud and cheating. Such termination
shall be without notice, compensation or end of
services benefit”.

Also, fraud is a crime punishable under Kuwait
penal law, with punishments of up to seven years
in jail depending on the document that is being
forged. According to the Kuwaiti penal code, the
penalty for a person who commits forgery of an
official document is imprisonment up to seven
years and/or a financial penalty.  

In the event where forgery is committed by a
governmental employee, the penalty will increase
to up to 10 years of imprisonment and/or a finan-
cial penalty. If the document is not an official doc-
ument, the penalty would be up to three years of
imprisonment and/or a financial penalty. To differ-
entiate between an official and non-official docu-
ment, a person must see if the document is
authenticated by officials or not. If the document
is authenticated, then the document is official. 

For questions or queries, please email us at
info@ftl-legal.com.
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Departure notice
required for
expats’ indemnity
KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC)
reactivated a decision to not pay public sector
expatriate employees their end of service indemnity
until they submit proof of leaving the country,
informed sources said. The commission told min-
istries and other state departments to send the
names of expats whose contracts are terminated
and who are supposed to receive their indemnities,

the sources noted, adding that they should cancel
their residencies that are under article 17 and sub-
mit a departure notice.

The commission will not allow expats whose
services in government are terminated to transfer
their residencies to the private sector, otherwise
they will lose the indemnity, the sources said, adding
that the commission will write to concerned authori-
ties to stop the transfer from article 17 to other arti-
cles that allow them to work. But it kept the possibil-
ity open of having them leave the country, then
return under other articles such as 18, which allows
them to work in the private sector. The sources said
this measure is part of an integrated plan to imple-
ment the replacement policy and reduce the number
of expats in the public sector. — Al-Jarida

Fishmonger used
nails to increase
fish weight
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Responding to a complaint about inserting
steel nails inside fish to increase their weight, the

Ministry of Commerce and Industry (MoCI) yesterday
announced referring a fishmonger to the commercial
prosecution for commercial fraud. A press statement
issued by MoCI said responding to a video showing a
female citizen who found steel nails on gutting some
fish, Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan instructed the con-
sumer protection section to inspect the entire fish
market to make sure all fish displayed for sale are safe
and arrest the fishmonger who sold the fish to the
woman.  MoCI urged consumers to keep their pur-
chase bills and the number of the fish market outlet
they buy from to protect their rights in case of any
further fraud attempts. 

KUWAIT: Some of the fish found with the seller.
Steel nails that the seller inserted in the fish to increase
their weight.

Six rescued from
sinking boat
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: A boat sailing between Failaka and Salmiya
sank with seven citizens onboard. Coastguard and sea
rescue men were able to save six of them, while search
is on for the seventh, the Ministry’s Relations and
Security Information Department said in a press state-
ment. In a separate case, coastguards recovered the
body of an unidentified person who drowned while
swimming. Police received a call about a drowned per-
son near a popular hotel, so they responded and locat-
ed the man. After his death was confirmed, the body
was referred to the coroner.

17 citations 
Kuwait Municipality’s public relations department

said Mubarak Al-Kabeer municipality branch removed
998 advertisements from streets and yards and checked
105 stores. It added that 17 citations were issued - 12

for signboards and follow up and five for food related
violations.

Indecent acts
A citizen called police after he saw three men and a

woman engaged indecent acts near a co-op in Adan.
Police who responded to the call did not find anyone.
Another indecent act was observed in Salmiya near a
popular restaurant.

Head injury
Police broke a fight in the stables area that left one

person with a head injury. Police responded to a call
about the fight accompanied by paramedics, and found
the fighters, six of them, used sticks, pipes and sharp
objects. Preliminary investigations revealed that one
man got angry that others were talking about him in
diwaniyas.

Threat
An Egyptian man complained against a citizen for

misusing a telephone. The complainant refused to rent a
chalet to a group of bachelors, so the citizen insulted
him verbally and threatened to immolate him. The com-
plaint was lodged at Nuwaiseeb police station.


