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Venezuelan professor’s worn out 
shoes bring flood of solidarity

‘My salary as a university professor is not enough to pay for new soles’
CARACAS: Jose Ibarra is 41, has a masters
degree, is studying for a PhD and works as a
university professor, but thanks to Venezuela’s
economic crisis, he cannot even afford to have
his shoes repaired. Ibarra has become something
of a social media hit after a tweet he posted in
late June went viral. His tweet was a photo of a
pair of black shoes with broken soles, accompa-
nied by the message: “I’m not ashamed to say
this: I go to the UCV with these shoes. My
salary as a university professor is not enough to
pay for new soles.”

The post has been re-tweeted almost 10,000
times, liked 5,400 times, and provoked nearly
1,000 comments plus a whole lot of goodwill.
Ibarra works at the Venezuelan Central
University (UCV), the most important in the
South American country, and earns 5.9 million
bolivars ($1.70 on the black market) a month. In
a country gripped by hyperinflation — the
International Monetary Fund projects will hit a
mind-blowing one million percent by the end of
this year — that’s barely enough to buy a kilo of
meat but nowhere near sufficient to pay the 20
million bolivars necessary to get his shoes
repaired. Ibarra’s story is a sorry reflection of
the catastrophic effects Venezuela’s collapsed
economy has had on its people.

‘Explosion of frustration’ 
Since he posted his tweet, Ibarra has

received donations of shoes, clothes, money and
hundreds of messages of support that led him to
launch his “Shoes of Dignity” campaign to help
other colleagues. “The tweet was an explosion of
frustration. As hardly anyone was following me, I
thought no one would see it,” Ibarra told AFP.
“But already I’ve received 12 pairs of shoes — of
which I’ve given away nine — clothes and mon-
ey.”I created the movement because I kept
receiving donations.”

Messages and offers of help have come from
far afield: Argentina, Colombia and even Spain.
“We have a shoe shop in Colombia, we repair
and make them. How can we send them?” said
one Twitter message Ibarra received. He has
kept two pairs of used shoes and one new pair
of trainers. He also gained 2,900 followers, more
than 10 times the number he had before the
tweet. Ibarra plans to give away some of the
money he received to “the professors who need
it the most so they can buy food,” some of whom
have “lost weight because they don’t eat well.”
Some public university lecturers have intermit-
tently gone on strike over the last three weeks,
demanding improved wages.

‘Impossible to buy shoes’ 
Venezuela’s economic crisis has had wide-

reaching consequences on the country, which is
dependent on its vast oil reserves, exports of
which provide 96 percent of its hard currency

revenue. Food and medicine shortages have hit
the population hard but so, too, has a break-
down in public transport. Privately owned bus
companies cannot afford to run their vehicles
because passenger fares cannot cover mainte-
nance costs such as replacing tires.

A shortage of buses led President Nicolas
Maduro’s government to put on free transport
in pick-up trucks known locally as “kennels”,
but that’s been widely criticized due to safety
concerns. It all means that people like Ibarra
have been forced to walk where once they
would have taken public transport, with his
soles obviously bearing the added workload.
“It’s impossible to buy shoes. The money I have
doesn’t allow me to buy personal effects, not
even food,” said Ibarra.

Lluvia Habibi, in charge of the store in which
Ibarra tried to get his shoes repaired, told AFP
that prices were high because raw material
providers kept pushing up theirs. Ibarra insists
he’s lost 15 kilograms (33 pounds) during the cri-
sis and has had to rely on help from family and
friends. After his infamous tweet, a friend in
Mexico sent him money so he could “eat an ice-
cream or pizza.”

Other members of his family have also lost
weight and don’t have the money to buy new
clothes. It means an old sewing machine in his
home gets used regularly to take in baggy cloth-
ing. A study by leading universities, UCV includ-

ed, found that poverty levels had risen to 87 per-
cent of the population in 2017, with hundreds of
thousands of people fleeing the country’s crisis

in recent years. Despite his travails, Ibarra won’t
be joining them, though. “Venezuela can be
saved,” he insisted. — AFP 

ABUJA: More than a dozen senators left
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari’s rul-
ing party for the main opposition yesterday, in
a move seen as a challenge to his bid for re-
election. “Over 15 people have decamped,
have defected,” Senate President Bukola
Saraki said in the National Assembly. The sen-
ators left former military ruler Buhari’s ruling
All Progressives Congress (APC) to the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) on the last
day before parliament adjourns for recess.
“Fifteen senators have just announced their
defection from the APC to the PDP,” said
Saraki’s spokesman Olu Onemola. Nigeria’s
upper house has 109 members.

The list of senators includes Rabiu
Kwankwaso, a former governor of the key
northern state of Kano, who lost to Buhari in
the APC presidential primaries before the
2015 election. He has been seen as a potential
presidential candidate for the upcoming elec-
tion in February next year but has not yet
declared. Rumors of potential defections have
been swirling in recent weeks because of
deteriorating relations between the executive
and legislature.

Buhari has held closed-door meetings with
the ambitious Saraki, who despite being a
member of the ruling party believes he has

been marked out as a critic and rival by the
presidency. Saraki’s hand has been seen in
claims from lawmakers that the security serv-
ices were being used by the government to
target perceived political opponents.

Many of those under investigation or on
trial for corruption are PDP members. Saraki
himself defected from the PDP to the APC
before the last election. Earlier this month,
Saraki was cleared at Nigeria’s Supreme
Court of corruption charges, which he said
were politically motivated.  Police on Monday
summoned Saraki in person to answer claims
he was linked to a gang that conducted a vio-
lent armed robbery in April in his home state
of Kwara. Saraki on Monday evening called
the invitation a “ploy” to stop the mass defec-
tion and said the police were being used by
the executive to conduct a political “witch
hunt”. Yesterday morning, police surrounded
his house in Abuja but he managed to make it
to parliament.  “The security services are
being used to settle political scores,” said
Cheta Nwanze, of SBM Intelligence, a Lagos-
based advisory firm.  “Security forces have
been amenable to the will of the executive but
what has happened now is that the sheer
impunity at a level that we’ve not had since
the military era.” — AFP 

CARACAS: Professor Jose Ibarra of the Central University of Venezuela, poses
with a pair of old shoes in a classroom. — AFP 
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Toronto
gunman had
mental issues
TORONTO: The 29-year-old man who opened
fire on restaurant goers and pedestrians on a
Toronto street overnight, killing two people and
wounding 13, had “severe” mental health issues,
his family said Monday. Police identified the gun-
man as Faisal Hussain of Toronto. He was found
dead near the scene of the shooting after an
exchange of gunfire with police.

Toronto Police Chief Mark Saunders said an 18-
year-old woman and a 10-year-old girl were killed
in the shooting rampage and 13 people — aged 10
to 59 — wounded, some seriously. The authorities
have not yet determined a motive for the attack that
took place in Toronto’s bustling Greektown neigh-
borhood around 10:00 pm Sunday.

Hussain’s family, in a statement to CBC News,
denounced his “horrific actions” and said he was
suffering from mental problems. “Our son had
severe mental health challenges, struggling with
psychosis and depression his entire life,” the fami-
ly statement said. “The interventions of profes-
sionals were unsuccessful,” it said. “Medications
and therapy were unable to treat him. “While we
did our best to seek help for him throughout his
life of struggle and pain, we could never imagine
that this would be his devastating and destructive
end,” the family said.

Video footage posted by Canadian media
showed Hussain, clad all in black, walking on a
sidewalk and suddenly pulling out a handgun and
shooting into a restaurant. Just hours after the
shooting rampage in Toronto, police arrested a
man who tried to stab a member of the ceremonial
guard outside parliament in Ottawa. The man was
quickly arrested and no one was injured in the
incident, the Canadian defense ministry said.

‘Unfolded very quickly’ 
There was no immediate explanation for the

knife attack and police were also seeking a motive
for Hussain’s overnight shooting spree in Toronto.
“At this stage of the investigation, we do not know

why this has happened yet,” said Saunders, the
police chief. “It’s way too early to rule out any-
thing,” he said. “Absolutely everything is open
right now.” Witnesses said the shooting rampage
lasted just a few minutes and sparked panic in the
popular neighborhood of bars and restaurants. “It
was a very rapid and fluid incident that unfolded
very quickly,” said Detective Sergeant Terry
Browne. Andrew Mantzios told The Globe and
Mail newspaper that he was having coffee with
friends when shots rang out around 10:00 pm.

Mantzios said he saw a man with a “horrible
expression on his face” shooting at a crowd of
people waiting to cross the street. “And then a
lady tried to run and she fell down,” he said. “He
turned around and shot her point blank, two or
three times.” “Believe me, I’ve never seen anything
like that,” he said. “I am still in shock.”

Revives gun control debate 
“Our entire city has been shocked by this cow-

ardly act of violence,” Toronto Mayor John Tory
said. “Gun violence in any part of our city is horri-
ble and completely unacceptable.” “I promise all
of the people of Toronto, but most importantly

those directly affected by this tragedy, that we will
all be relentless in getting answers about why this
senseless attack happened,” Tory said.

Witnesses reported hearing at least 20 shots
during the rampage on Danforth Avenue,
Greektown’s main drag. “There must’ve been 20,
30 shots, altogether. It was a lot. We just ran,” John
Tulloch, a resident who was out for a walk at the
time, told The Globe and Mail. Jody Steinhauer
told CBC she was at a restaurant with her family
when she heard what sounded like 10 to 15 blasts
of firecrackers. She said she was told to run to the
back of the restaurant. “We started to hear people
scream out front,” Steinhauer told the broadcaster.

Ontario’s new Premier Doug Ford called it a
“horrific act of gun violence” and said his heart
went out to the victims. The shooting rampage
comes amid concern over a surge of shootings in
Canada’s largest metropolis. Canada traditionally
has relatively low levels of gun violence, particu-
larly compared with the neighboring United
States. Tory, the mayor, called the shooting “evi-
dence of a gun problem” in Toronto. “That leads to
another discussion, ‘Why does anyone in this city
need to have guns at all?’” he said. — AFP

TORONTO: A man leaves flowers for the victims at the
scene of last night shooting. — AFP 

Fires sweep
much of Europe
as countries 
swelter in the heat
PARIS: Dozens of wildfires have hit countries
across northern Europe and Greece as a heat-
wave continues to hold across much of the conti-
nent. The fires have been particularly devastating
in the Attica region around Athens, where dozens
of people have died. Here is a roundup of the
impact of the fires and the soaring temperatures.

Greece 
Greece’s deadliest blazes in more than a

decade have left 60 dead after wildfires ravaged
the seaside areas around Athens. The bodies of
26 people, including small children, were discov-
ered in the courtyard of a villa at the seaside
resort of Mati — the devastation blamed on
winds of more than 100 kilometers per hour (60
mph) forcing the flames through the village. More
than 160 people have been wounded, including
several children, the government said.

Sweden 
Sweden’s emergency services said Tuesday

there are 21 active wildfires across the country as
much of Scandinavia baked in a heatwave. Some
25,000 hectares (62,000 acres) of land has
already gone up in smoke or continues to burn —
an area twice the size of the city of Paris.
Authorities on Monday warned of an “extreme”
risk of new outbreaks in the south of the country
due to high temperatures. 

Finland 
In Finland’s northernmost Lapland province

— which calls itself the “official home” of Santa
Claus — fires have ravaged woods and grassland
close to the border with Russia.

Norway 
Norway, which experienced its hottest May

temperatures on record, has experienced several
small fires. One firefighter was killed on July 15
trying to contain a blaze. 

Latvia 
Fires have raged for almost a week in Latvia,

destroying more than 800 hectares in the Baltic
state’s western regions.

Germany 
The German Meteorological Service DWD

has warned of a significant risk of fires in fields
and forests due to drought.  It forecast daytime
temperatures to reach between 30 and 35
degrees Celsius (95 Fahrenheit) during the week.

UK & Netherlands 
Parts of the UK continue to experience a pro-

longed heatwave. The government has issued a
“heat-health watch” alert for much of east and
south-east England. 

While the Dutch National Institute for Public
Health has issued a heat warning for the whole
week, warning air quality was likely to be “bad”
for much of the country.  Twelve bridges in
Amsterdam have been closed as the extreme heat
could buckle the metal, the NOS public broad-
caster reported.  — AFP 

Co-founder
of Femen 
feminist group 
found dead
PARIS: Oksana Shachko, one of the founders
of the Femen feminist protest movement, has
been found dead in her Paris apartment, the
group said on Monday. Activists from Femen,
known for its bold topless protests, said the
31-year-old Ukrainian had been found on
Monday with a suicide note next to her body.
“It is with great regret and deep pain that I
must confirm the death of Oksana,” said Inna
Shevchenko, one of Femen’s leaders, who also
lives in the French capital.

Another Femen founder, Anna Gutsol,
wrote on Facebook: “RIP. The most fearless
and vulnerable Oksana Shachko has left us.
“We mourn together with her relatives and
friends,” she said, adding that the group was

awaiting “the official version from the police”.
Shachko was one of four feminist activists who
founded Femen in Ukraine in 2008. 

Exiled in France since 2013, she had since
left the group and was working as an artist.
Operating under the slogan “I came, I
stripped, I won,” Femen quickly drew attention
around the world with its bare-breasted
protests against sexism. Their protests even-
tually started targeting authoritarianism and
racism, with Russia’s Vladimir Putin a particu-
lar target, alongside France’s far-right
National Front party. But in recent years the
group has struggled with internal divisions as
well as legal proceedings against its members.

In 2011, Femen said Shachko was among
three members “kidnapped” by security
agents and forced to strip naked in a forest
after staging a topless protest mocking
Belarussian strongman Alexander Lukashenko.
The agents had poured oil over the three
women, threatened to set them on fire, and cut
off their hair, Femen said. She was abducted
again by unknown assailants during a visit by
Putin to Ukraine, according to the group.
Femen’s lawyer said Shachko was beaten so
badly that she was briefly hospitalized. — AFP 

A picture taken on July 22, 2018 shows a burnt forest around Angra, in Ljusdal
municipality, after a major wild fire. — AFP 

Woman savaged 
by dingoes  
in Australia
SYDNEY: A woman has been savaged by din-
goes in the Australian desert, with the mining
worker describing how she feared for her life
as the pack of wild dogs tore flesh from her
legs. Deb Rundle was on her lunch break at a
site in the Pilbara region of Western Australia
last week when she followed a small dingo
after it snatched her phone.

The 54-year-old said she then noticed
three other nearby animals, and as she began
backing away, they attacked. “There was
blood everywhere on the ground. I just looked
at my wounds and ‘Oh my God’,” she told
Channel Seven television late Monday from
her hospital bed. “I looked down and thought
‘Oh my God, am I going to die?, are they
going to get me down?’.” Rundle, who will
undergo reconstructive surgery to graft skin

to her body, said she screamed for 10 minutes
before co-workers came to her aid. “They just
wouldn’t let go. I think once they had the taste
they just didn’t let go,” she said of the feral
dogs, which are native to Australia.

A relative of the woman added: “She had
bites everywhere but her head.” East Pilbara
shire president Lynne Craigie said she had nev-
er seen a dingo attack like it in her 20 years liv-
ing in the region. “Obviously any animal that’s
hungry is going to be aggressive but I was very
surprised to hear there were three of them sort
of attacking in a pack,” she told broadcaster
ABC. Dingo attacks are rare, with just a handful
of incidents reported in recent years.

In 2012 a German man was savaged while
camping on Fraser island in Queensland state,
while a three-year-old and a South Korean
woman were bitten in separate incidents on
the popular tourist destination known for its
dingo population the year before. A nine-
year-old boy was killed by wild dogs there in
2001. The most prominent dingo case involved
baby Azaria Chamberlain who was snatched
by one in 1980. — AFP


