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Gloria Estefan, the Cuban-American pop
star who achieved worldwide fame in
the 1980s, was honoured by the Spanish

government on Monday for her contribution to
the arts. Accompanied by her music-producer
husband Emilio, the singer was presented with
the Gold Medal of Merit for the Arts by Culture
Minister Jose Guirao in Madrid’s Teatro Real
opera house. The ceremony was organized
especially for Estefan, who could not attend an
event earlier this year where King Felipe pre-
sented medals to several other recipients.

Speaking to reporters afterwards, the multi-
Grammy Award winner, who has had hits in
Spanish and English, spoke out on some of the
issues facing Latino people in the United States,
including the policy of separating the children of
migrants from their parents.

“We are frightened about the treatment
those children received,” Estefan told a news
conference. “It’s a very difficult moment and I
think the whole of the United States is a bit anx-
ious. It’s a difficult time worldwide.” Estefan said
she had finished recording an album to be

released in January: “We have re-invented some
of my tracks so you can consider it a ‘Greatest
hits’ so to speak, but no, because it also has four
new tracks.”— Reuters

Gloria Estefan awarded 
Spain’s gold medal for the arts

Cuban-US singer Gloria Estefan (center) poses
with Spanish Culture and Sports Minister Jose

Guirao (left) and her husband Emilio Estefan
after receiving Spain’s Gold Medal of Merit in
the Fine Arts during a ceremony at the Teatro

Real in Madrid. — AFP 

U2 may not be the freshest faces in
music but the Irish rockers were
the industry’s top earners in the

United States last year, Billboard said in
an annual survey Monday. U2 earned
$54.4 million last year-more than 95 per-
cent of it from touring as Bono and com-
pany packed stadiums for concerts to
mark 30 years since their seminal album
“The Joshua Tree.” Veteran country star
Garth Brooks was a close second at $52.2
million as he kept up the massive tour
launched in 2014 when he came out of
retirement, while metal legends Metallica
ranked third at $43.2 million.

Lady Gaga was the top-ranking
woman at number six, while Pulitzer Prize
winner Kendrick Lamar was the highest

grossing rapper at number 13. Billboard
confirmed that touring has overwhelming-
ly become the top means of revenue for
musicians in an era of stagnating tradi-
tional album sales but a rapid rise in
streaming. Among the 50 highest-gross-
ing artists, touring accounted for nearly
80 percent of revenue. Only two artists
who didn’t tour last year made the Top 50
— 37th-ranked Drake, the king of stream-
ing who earned $8.6 million from Apple
Music, Spotify and other online platforms,
and 48th-ranked Taylor Swift, who made
most of her money on old-fashioned CD
sales and downloads. — AFP

U2 top-paid musicians
in US last year

San Diego Comic-Con 2018 ended Sunday
as workers stripped the branding off the
buildings, windows, buses, elevators,

escalators and every other square inch of open
space in the city’s Gaslamp District. Weary
attendees squeezed in one last thing before
heading home with bags of merchandise, sore
feet, some sunburns and fewer dollars in their
bank accounts. 

The four-day comic book convention
attracts some 130,000 souls every year who
come for the swag, the parties, the exclusives,
the stars and the wild experience of being with
like-minded, and often costumed, pop culture
fanatics. It has the potential to be the epicenter
of geek culture - and for brands and studios, a
valuable litmus test for what might pop and
what might fizzle in the years to come. Here are
a few of the biggest takeaways from this year.

The #METOO factor
After other big gatherings like the Sundance

Film Festival and the Cannes Film Festival made
overtures to explicitly address harassment
issues and detail procedures for how to report,
Comic-Con, which has been criticized over the
issue in the past, chose to defer to its standing
Code of Conduct and partnerships with local
law enforcement and private security compa-
nies. Programming director Eddie Ibrahim
didn’t use his platform introducing nearly every
Hall H panel to mention the topic at all. 

For many female attendees, harassment at
conventions is nothing new, but some noted an
improved atmosphere. “I have seen a differ-
ence,” said Paige Campbell, a 22-year-old from
Chicago. “I have been cosplaying for seven
years. It’s been getting better, but we still have
a long way to go.” Also, after Chris Hardwick
stepped down from moderating panels follow-
ing misconduct allegations (which he has
denied), he was replaced in many instances
with women, like Yvette Nicole Brown and
IGN’s Terri Schwartz.

Gunn firing upstages comic-con
There was some news out of Comic-Con -

television’s first transgender superhero will
appear on the CW’s “Supergirl” in Nia Nal
(played by Nicole Maines), the beloved ani-
mated Star Wars series “Clone Wars” is coming
back for another season, Andrew Lincoln con-
firmed his departure from “The Walking Dead”
and a Walter White cameo was teased for
“Better Call Saul” - but certainly not as much
as years past.

It didn’t help that this year nearly every-
thing was upstaged by James Gunn, who was
fired from writing and directing the third
“Guardians of the Galaxy” by the Walt Disney
Co after controversial tweets from a decade
ago were resurfaced. It dominated off-stage
conversation from attendees and creators. “It’s
a tough one, you know,” said “Aquaman” direc-

tor James Wan. “You’ve got to be mindful. It’s
just that fine line of freedom of speech on one
hand. And on the other hand, you’ve got to be
mindful of things that get out there. I don’t
know. Where do we sit today, in the culture and
the space - are we going too far one way or
are we going too far the other way?”

Warner Bros steals the show
Warner Bros. has had some ups and downs

with its DC Universe films, but with a clear
runway to be the biggest show of the conven-
tion with the absence of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe, Star Wars or “Game of Thrones,” the

studio came to Comic-Con ready to fight with
“Aquaman,” Shazam!” and some early footage
from “Wonder Woman 1984,” which is only
three and a half weeks into its shoot. 

It was easily the best-received presentation
of the convention and generated interest for its
superhero slate with a notably light-hearted
tone, in stark contrast to the DC darkness that
has basically become a cliche (and fodder for a
“Deadpool 2” meta joke). The studio also for
the second year broke out its horror films from
New Line into a second event, Scare Diego,
held at a more appropriate post-dinner hour to
preview films like “It: Chapter Two,” which also
just started filming, and “The Nun.”

A bigger party scene
For years Entertainment Weekly’s starry

Saturday night party was the only bash in
town, but everyone has been getting into the
branded party game this year from Variety to
Nerdist luring attendees with promises of star
sightings, free drinks, fun sights and photo
booths. The WIRED Cafe was a bumping scene

every day with a DJ blaring tunes as guests
waited in line to see folks like Joe Manganiello
and “Riverdale’s” Lili Reinhart and Cole
Sprouse, National Geographic brought out
astronauts on stilts and Neil deGrasse Tyson,
while Doug Liman held court at a Variety and
YouTube event.  

The EW soiree on the Hard Rock rooftop
was once again packed to the gills with
celebrities of every kind, from “Aquaman’s”
Jason Momoa to “Sharknado’s” Tara Reid. The
stars of “The Good Place” could be seen danc-
ing to Nicki Minaj, as Ezra Miller tested out the
big branded float in the middle of the pool and

the new star of “Doctor Who,” Jodie Whittaker,
bounced around the party with a big smile on
her face.

Lines, lines everywhere, 
especially in town

Comic-Con is infamous for its epic lines to
get into Hall H, the 6,500-seat room that hosts
the highest profile stars and studios, but for
many it was not a problem to breeze into the
fabled room. Sure, some still slept overnight in
line to ensure the best possible seat, but many
reported that it was no problem to get in.
Instead, the biggest lines were often to get into
the Rotten Tomatoes “Your Opinion Sucks!”
live-shows and for the various branded instal-
lations and experiences like the “Jack Ryan”
Escape Room (3-hour wait), the Laika exhibit
with a Neil Gaiman-signing (5-hour wait), or a
“Ready Player One” installation (which also
had its own escape room and hosted nearly
2,000 people a day). — AP

Five of the biggest takeaways

from Comic-Con 2018

(From left) JD Pardo, Clayton Cardenas, Edward James Olmos, Sarah Bolger and Danny Pino speak
onstage at the “Mayans MC” discussion and Q&A during Comic-Con International 2018 at San
Diego Convention Center in San Diego, California. — AFP

The “Mission: Impossible” movie franchise has become
synonymous with daring stunts where lead actor Tom
Cruise climbs the highest building in the world or

hangs off the side of a speeding plane. “Mission:
Impossible - Fallout,” which starts its global rollout today,
sees Cruise become the first actor on camera to perform a
HALO (high altitude, low opening) skydive from 25,000
feet. Reuters spoke with the film’s stunt coordinator, Wade
Eastwood, who has also worked on the James Bond and
Jack Reacher movies, about how stunts are devised and
what drives Cruise, 56, to perform them himself.

Who comes up with the ideas for “Mission: Impossible”
stunts?

We get an outline (for the movie), then I will try and
come up with the style, and it’s really Chris (McQuarrie,
director), Tom and I who will sit down and hash out a
bunch of ideas. The big difference between ‘Mission:
Impossible’ and other movies is that all the action is very
character-based. Tom is playing a character who isn’t
superhuman.

What kind of training do you put Cruise through?
I lay out a training schedule - this is how much driving

we have to do, this many sessions on a bike, and he will
adhere to it 100 percent. And then I will push his training
harder and harder. The harder you push, the more the
training is grueling - he will suffer but he will never quit.
We employ some of the world’s best to take Tom to the
next level. You are trying to teach someone to get as close
to that world class level as you can, not in 20 years but in

two months.

How much training was there for the HALO stunt?
We built the largest outdoor wind tunnel in the world. In

lunch breaks, if Tom had an hour between scenes, we’d just
run down to the wind tunnel. I did 500 hours in the wind
tunnel working out the moves. We came up with a helmet
that didn’t have an ugly oxygen attachment to the nose and
mouth and that would work for real. We did 150 jumps in
Abu Dhabi and 102 different takes to make it perfect.

What other stunts will audiences see?
There’s a helicopter stunt in New Zealand. It’s the

biggest helicopter sequence ever shot - 30 helicopters in
the air.  There’s a mountaineering sequence in Norway.
That was pretty hairy, hanging off the side of the rock and
dropping, freezing snow everywhere. There’s a big car and
motorcycle chase in Paris and with a truck and a boat.

Has Cruise ever turned down a stunt because it’s too
dangerous?

“No. He would have been one of the best stunt men in
the world if he wasn’t an actor, for sure. With stunt men and
women it doesn’t matter how your face looks. But with
Tom, he is also playing a character, so he has to jump out
and act the character while trying to be a professional.
That’s the challenge that to me stands him above the rest.

How many actors insist on doing so many of their own
stunts?

It’s quite rare. There are a few actors who are quite ath-

letic, who do a lot of their own stuff. Hugh Jackman is a
mega athlete. Tom is a very physical person. He never
approaches it from an egotistical point of view. He
approaches it very much as “it’s cool for the character and
the story and I’ll have a lot of fun training and getting to do
this cool stuff.”

What sets the “Mission: Impossible” franchise apart
from other stunt-heavy movies?

The Tom factor. Tom is just an energy ball. He lifts you
up, he lifts the crew up, he makes everyone want to make a
great movie. You just feed off his energy. — Reuters 

More than 240,000
people seek James
Gunn re-hire

More than 240,000 people have
signed a petition for Disney to
rehire “Guardians of the Galaxy”

franchise director James Gunn, who also
garnered celebrity support just days after
he was axed over a series of offensive
tweets. “I’m smart enough to know this
most likely won’t change anything but
hopefully, this could get Disney to realize
the mistake they made and not do it again
in the future,” said a person named
Chandler Edwards, who launched the
petition on Change.org. “I agree on the
point that if people say a bunch of stupid
shit while working for a studio, the studio
has full right to fire him over the possible
controversy.

“This situation is very different, though,
as he made these jokes years before he
was working for Disney and also the fact
that they were jokes.” Edwards argued that
if Gunn was being punished by being
removed from the third installment in the

popular series, “you have to do it for all the
other directors who have said some crappy
joke sometime in their life, which is all of
them.” The tweets, mainly from 2008 and
2011, joked about taboo topics such as
rape and pedophilia.  Gunn, 51, has been an
outspoken critic of President Donald
Trump and has drawn the ire of conserva-
tive critics, who went back through his
timeline and dug up the tweets.

“Guardians” star Dave Bautista defend-
ed Gunn on Twitter. “What will you do
when the #cybernazis attack you? Who
will stand by you? Who will cowardly dis-
tance themselves from you? Who will pun-
ish you for horrible JOKES in the past
instead of defending you for INSPIRING
millions? MILLIONS!!!” he wrote.—AFP

In this file photo US director James Gunn
poses for a photograph upon arrival at the
European Gala screening of “Guardians of
the Galaxy Vol 2” in London. — AFP

Tom Cruise greets the fans at the US Premiere of “Mission:
Impossible - Fallout” at Smithsonian’s National Air and
Space Museum in Washington, DC. — AFP photos

Director Christopher McQuarrie and Angela Bassett attend
the US Premiere of “Mission: Impossible - Fallout” at
Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum.

Actor and producer Tom Cruise arrives for a screening of
“Mission Impossible - Fallout” at the Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum.

How Cruise brings ‘the Tom factor’ 
to ‘Mission: Impossible’ stunts


