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Molinari rises to sixth in world 
rankings; Tiger returns to top 

PARIS: Newly-crowned British Open champion
Francesco Molinari climbed to a career-high world
ranking of sixth on Monday, as 14-time major winner
Tiger Woods edged back into the top 50. Molinari
became the first Italian in history to win one of golf’s
four majors on Sunday with a flawless final-round 69 at
Carnoustie, and has jumped nine places in the rankings
and now tops the European Ryder Cup points list. The
35-year-old started 2018 outside the top 20, but his
strong recent form had already produced wins in the
European PGA Championship and the Quicken Loans
National.

Woods, who has struggled with back injuries, was
outside the world’s top 1,000 before his latest come-
back late last year, but leapt 21 spots to 50th courtesy
of finishing tied for sixth behind the Molinari. The
American star needed to break the top 50 in order to
qualify for the last-ever WGC Bridgestone Invitational
event to be held at Firestone in Ohio next month-a
tournament he has won eight times. 

The 42-year-old just about managed that thanks to
late dropped shots from Jordan Spieth in Scotland,
bumping him up from a tie for seventh which would
have seen him miss out. But that will only be a small
consolation for Woods after leading 10 holes into his
final round before slipping away to fail in his bid to
claim a first major title for over 10 years. Dustin
Johnson remains at the top of the rankings, although
Englishman Justin Rose is the new world number two
after finishing in a four-way tie for second at the Open
to leapfrog Justin Thomas.

Rain-hit Barbasol
In another development, American Troy Merritt

endured several weather delays to close with a five-
under 67 and capture the Barbasol Championship by
one stroke in a Monday finish. The 32-year-old Merritt
claimed his second career Tour title after opening with
a 10-under 62 to tie the course record and then high-
lighting his final round with an eagle-two by holing a
133-yard approach shot at the par-four eighth hole.

He finished at 23-under overall to edge out Billy
Horschel (67), Tom Lovelady (68) and Richy Werenski
(66) by a single shot. “To get a win like this late in the
season and move up to No. 65 on the points list and
secure a job for two more years, it’s a pretty good feel-
ing,” said Merritt. Merritt was one of 52 players who
had to return to the course on Monday to finish the
final round after a total of 5.2 inches of rain fell on the
Keene Trace course in Kentucky over the week.

He finished his third round on Saturday and did not
begin his final round until Monday morning. Just 21
players finished the fourth round on Sunday, resulting
in the second Monday finish on the Tour this season
following Jason Day’s playoff victory at the Farmers
Insurance Open. American JT Poston was fifth on 21-
under with Brian Gay sixth at 20-under. With victory,
Merritt punches his ticket into next month’s USPGA
Championship, the final major of the season. Merritt,
who started his round as one of four men tied for the
lead, also rolled in five birdies to hold off the rest of
the field.—Agencies 

Briefs

Barcelona to host Real 
MADRID: Defending Spanish champions Barcelona
will host Real Madrid on October 28 in the first Clasico
of the 2018/19 season, the Spanish football federation
said yesterday. Real Madrid, who finished third in the
league, 17 points behind champions Barcelona, will host
the second meeting of the two Spanish giants on March
3, the federation added as it unveiled the season calen-
dar. The season opens on the weekend of August 18-19,
and ends on May 18-19. The Spanish capital’s derbies
will be at Real’s Santiago Bernabeu on September 30
and at Atletico Madrid’s Wanda Metropolitano on
February 10. The Copa del Rey final will be held on
May 25 at a yet-to-be determined stadium, the federa-
tion said.— AFP 

Cash inducement claims
ABUJA: Nigeria’s chief coach Salisu Yusuf has denied
any wrongdoing after footage broadcast yesterday
showed him accepting money from undercover
reporters posing as football agents. The BBC showed
video of Yusuf taking what it said was $1,000 (850
euros) after a conversation about the selection of two
players for the 2018 African Nations Championship
(CHAN). He was also told he would receive 15 percent
of the fee if the players were included in the Nigeria
squad for the tournament, which is open only to home-
based African footballers. The BBC said the footage
was part of a wider investigation into corruption in
African football by Ghanaian journalist Anas Aremeyaw
Anas. His expose has led to the resignation of the head
of the Ghana Football Association, Kwesi Nyantakyi,
after he was accused of soliciting bribes and kickbacks.
The two players in the latest report were not identi-
fied.— AFP 

Spanish football probe
MADRID: A complaint has been lodged against the
Spanish Football Federation (RFEF) president Luis
Rubiales accusing him of trying to finance work on his
house through the union of players he chaired, accord-
ing to Spanish media reports on Monday. Radio
Cadena SER, which first reported the story, said a court
in Valencia opened a preliminary inquiry after a com-
plaint from Miguel Angel Galan, a former leadership
candidate for the RFEF. Rubiales, president of the RFEF
since May, would owe 120,000 euros for the work on
his house, according to Cadena SER. But he reportedly
proposed to pay part of his personal debt with money
which was meant to be used for a construction project
for the Spanish Players’ Union (AFE). The local courts
of the Valencia region confirmed to AFP the filing of the
complaint, but refused to comment on the opening of a
preliminary investigation.—AFP 

Swiss star Federer pulls out 
LOS ANGELES: Eight-time Wimbledon champion
Roger Federer has pulled out of next month’s ATP
Rogers Cup tournament in Toronto due to scheduling
concerns. The 36-year-old Federer said he needs to be
prudent about how many tournaments he plays in a
season. “I’m so disappointed not to play at the Rogers
Cup this summer,” said world number two Federer. “I
had a fantastic time in Montreal last year and always
enjoy playing in front of the Canadian fans. “But unfor-
tunately with scheduling being the key to my longevity
moving forward, I have regrettably decided to with-
draw from Toronto this year.” Jeremy Chardy of France
will take Federer’s place in the main draw. Organizers
said the event, which takes place August 4-12 at
Toronto’s York University, will feature 19 of the top 20
players in the world including reigning Wimbledon
champion Novak Djokovic and world number one
Rafael Nadal.—AFP 

CARNOUSTIE: Italy’s Francesco Molinari kisses the trophy as he poses for pictures with the Claret Jug -
the trophy for the Champion golfer of the year after winning the 147th Open golf Championship at
Carnoustie, Scotland. — AFP 

Merritt captures rain-hit Barbasol by one stroke

JAKARTA: Indonesia hopes hosting the upcoming
Asian Games will help revive the fortunes of its trou-
bled national soccer team and act as a springboard for
their qualification for the 2024 Paris Olympics, the
nation’s soccer association said. Indonesia were barred
from international soccer in 2015 due to government
meddling in their domestic league, shutting them out of
qualifying for the 2018 World Cup and 2019 Asian Cup. 

Soccer’s world governing body FIFA lifted the ban
in 2016, but the men’s team is currently languishing at
164th in the world, slotted between Belize and Fiji,
despite the game’s huge popularity in a country of
more than 250 million people. “Asian Games is a
starting point and PSSI (Football Association of
Indonesia) wants to achieve more than that. If we

have to set a short-term plan that would be the
Olympics in 2024,” Joko Driyono, deputy chairman of
the PSSI, told Reuters.

Driyono said the PSSI and the government were
committed over the next three to five years to improv-
ing infrastructure for soccer at all levels to support the
target. Spain’s former under-21 coach Luis Milla was
appointed manager of Indonesia at the start of 2017 in
order to overhaul the national squad. The Asian Games,
which are set to run from Aug 18 to Sept. 2, are expect-
ed to draw nearly 17,000 athletes and officials, and
more than 100,000 spectators. The 24-team men’s soc-
cer tournament, which has an under-23 age limit but
permits up to three over-age players, will be played in
four stadiums in West Java province, while the women’s
event will be held in Palembang in Sumatra.

“Of course, we always try to win and become a
champion but our primary target is to win the heart of
Indonesian people with our performance,” Indonesia’s
Montenegrin-born forward Ilija Spasojevic told
reporters. Despite the optimism, some fans remain
skeptical. “The development of soccer in Indonesia is
very poor,” said Muhammad Ali, 49, after playing a
game on the rooftop of an abandoned building in capi-

tal Jakarta. “As a national team we are still underper-
forming, we can’t even be the regional champion, how
can we top Asia’s ranking?”— Reuters

Indonesia hope Asian 
Games could re-boot 
national soccer team

TOKYO: Picture shows an aerial view of the
Olympic Village under construction in Tokyo for
the upcoming Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.— AFP 

TOKYO: Famous landmarks across Japan were illumi-
nated simultaneously yesterday to mark two years to
go until the start of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.
Tokyo Tower and the Yoyogi Building shone in the
Japanese capital, while other buildings stretching from
the Goryokaku Tower in the northern Hokkaido region
to Fukuoka Tower in the south were also lit-up in the
colours of the Olympics rings. Tokyo Skytree, the
tallest tower in the world, was also illuminated follow-
ing a countdown event held halfway up the 634-metre
structure.

At the ceremony, commemorative lanterns were lit
by school children, athletes and dignitaries, including

Tokyo 2020 President Yoshiro Mori and Governor of
Tokyo, Yuriko Koike. “We want to send a message to
the world that Tokyo is a host city. Also, the success of
the Tokyo Games depends on reconstruction (in
Fukushima),” said Koike. Eric Garcetti, the mayor of
2028 host city Los Angeles, was also in attendance as
a guest of Koike. “We share a common geography of
the Pacific and we share a common dream of the future
between Los Angeles and Tokyo,” Garcetti said. “We
come here with a delegation from Los Angeles today
to pay our respects to the wonderful organizing efforts
of Tokyo 2020.”

The presentation stage was decorated with 731
paper lanterns, each representing the days remaining
until the Games’ opening ceremony. Attendees wrote
their wishes for the 2020 Games on the lanterns. Sport
climber Miho Nonaka, who will hope to be competing
in the sport’s Olympic debut in Tokyo, said she wrote
‘even higher’ on her lantern. “I want the (climbing)
walls and my goals to be higher, and I want to climb to
the highest point,” she said. After the illumination, the
athletes joined the assembled children in performing
the Olympics’ official song ‘Tokyo Gorin Ondo 2020.’
The Tokyo Games will start on July 24, 2020 and run
until Aug 9. — Reuters

TAIPEI: Taiwan accused China of dragging sport into
politics yesterday after a multi-million-dollar interna-
tional youth event due to be held on the island next
year was suspended. It comes as Beijing ramps up
military and diplomatic pressure on self-ruling demo-
cratic Taiwan, which it sees as part of its territory to
be brought back into the fold. According to Taiwan
sports officials, members of the East Asian Olympic
Committee (EAOC) voted in a meeting in Beijing
Tuesday to revoke Taichung city’s right to host the
first-ever East Asian Youth Games in 2019.

Taiwan voted for the games to continue as
planned, while Japan abstained. The other members of
the committee-China, South Korea, North Korea,
Hong Kong, Macau, and Mongolia-voted for the sus-
pension, according to Taiwanese officials. Taiwan’s
presidential office said the EAOC had made the
“wrong decision” and accused China of bullying. The
Taichung city government expressed indignation,
saying it had already invested Tw$670 million ($21.9
million) to build facilities for the games. The decision
comes a day after gay rights activists in Taiwan
accused China of pressuring organizers of the Gay
Games to bar the island’s national flag at next month’s
competition in Paris.

China is particularly sensitive to Taiwan’s use of
names, emblems and flags at international events.
These sensitivities-backed up by Beijing’s clout on
the world stage-mean Taiwan is forced to compete as
“Chinese Taipei” at the Olympics and a host of other
international sports competitions. Taiwan’s Chinese
Taipei Olympic Committee said Tuesday it believed
the axing of the youth games was linked to Beijing’s
anger over a campaign by NGOs and some leading
local athletes for a referendum on whether the island
should join the 2020 Tokyo Olympics under the name
“Taiwan”, not “Chinese Taipei”.

The EAOC and the Olympic Council of Asia were
not immediately reachable for comment. Relations
between Taipei and Beijing have deteriorated since
President Tsai Ing-wen of Taiwan’s independence-
leaning Democratic Progressive Party took office two
years ago, as her government refuses to recognize the
island as a part of “one China”. Beijing has cut off
official communication with Tsai’s government. Under
pressure from Beijing, a growing number of interna-
tional airlines and companies have recently changed
their website classifications of Taiwan to “Taiwan,
China” or “Chinese Taipei”. China has also poached
four of Taiwan’s few remaining official diplomatic
allies since Tsai came to power.— AFP 
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JAKARTA: Countdown boards for the 2018 Asian Games are seen past traffic at the Bundaran Hotel Indonesia
roundabout in Jakarta yesterday. Jakarta and Palembang in Sumatra are set to host the Asian Games from
August 18 to September 2 - the world’s biggest multi-sport event behind the Olympics. — AFP 


