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Alaphilippe whizzes to 2nd stage win 

BAGNERES-DE-LUCHON: Julian Alaphil ippe’s
descending ski l ls  made the difference as the
Frenchman claimed his second victory in this year’s
Tour de France to take the 16th stage yesterday. The
Quick-Step Floors rider, who already prevailed in the
10th stage in Le Grand Bornand, whizzed past Adam
Yates six kilometers from the line after the Briton had
hit the asphalt in a left-hand curve in the final
descent. Spain’s Gorka Izagirre took second place
and Yates finished third, 15 seconds behind. 

The stage was briefly interrupted with 187km to
go by a farmers’ protest, police using tear gas to dis-
perse the demonstrators with some riders being

affected. Among them was world champion Peter
Sagan and Briton Geraint Thomas, who retained the
overall leader’s yellow jersey after an otherwise com-
fortable 218-km mountain ride from Carcassonne.

Thomas still leads his Team Sky mate and defend-
ing champion Chris Froome by 1 minute, 39 seconds
and Dutchman Tom Dumoulin by 1:50 going into
today’s 17th stage, a brutal 65-km, up-and-down trek
from Bagneres-de-Luchon to Saint-Lary-Soulan.
Downhills were tricky yesterday and former world
champion Philippe Gilbert went spectacularly over a
low stone wall in the descent from the Col du Portet
d’Aspet. The Belgian got back on his bike after disap-

pearing in the ravine for a couple of minutes.
It was in the same descent that Italian Fabio

Casartelli crashed and died in the 1995 Tour de
France. “It’s pure happiness after a day of suffering,”
said Alaphilippe, who tightened his grip on the polka
dot jersey for the mountains classif ication.
Alaphilippe fought hard to get his place in the day’s
large breakaway and he produced his effort at the
right moment to be the second rider to reach the top
of the Col du Portillon, 20 seconds behind Yates. He
was gaining time in the descent when Yates went
down. “I knew the last kilometers of the stage. I’m sad
for Yates who crashed but it could have happened to

me. I  took a lot of r isks. It ’s  bike racing,” the
Frenchman said.

A breakaway of 47 riders took shape after the race
was briefly interrupted by the farmers’ protest.
“Please respect the riders, even if you have a cause to
fight for,” said Tour director Christian Prudhomme.
The stage resumed after a 15-minute interruption and
Alaphilippe stayed quiet in the breakaway group until
the last climb to the Col du Portillon. Sagan virtually
secured a record-equalling sixth green jersey for the
points classification, which he will officially wrap up if
he reaches Paris. He leads Norway’s Alexander
Kristoff by 282 points with 270 still up for grabs. 

PARIS: France coach Didier Deschamps and former Real Madrid boss
Zinedine Zidane head the shortlist for The Best FIFA Men’s Coach award,
world soccer’s governing body announced yesterday. Deschamps’s France
lifted the World Cup in Russia, and his 1998 world title winning team mate
Zidane helped Real Madrid claim a third consecutive Champions League.

England’s Gareth Southgate was also named on the shortlist after guid-
ing the national team to a first World Cup semi-final in 28 years. Four
women and six men are part of the 10-candidate list for the women’s
coach of the year award. The nominations include Asako Takakura, who
guided Japan to the Women’s Asian Cup title and Reynald Pedros, whose
Olympique Lyonnais won a third consecutive Champions League and the
French league title. The three finalists for each award will be revealed at a
later date, with the winners to be announced in a ceremony in London on
Sept. 24.

Full list of nominees
Men’s coach of the year: Massimiliano Allegri (Juventus), Stanislav

Cherchesov (Russia), Zlatko Dalic (Croatia), Didier Deschamps (France),
Pep Guardiola (Manchester City), Juergen Klopp (Liverpool), Roberto
Martinez (Belgium), Diego Simeone (Atletico Madrid), Gareth Southgate
(England), Ernesto Valverde (Barcelona), Zinedine Zidane (Real Madrid)

Women’s coach of the year
Emma Hayes (Chelsea), Stephan Lerch (VfL Wolfsburg), Mark Parsons

(Portland Thorns), Reynald Pedros (Lyon), Alen Stajcic (Australia), Asako
Takakura (Japan), Vadao (Brazil), Jorge Vilda (Spain), Martina Voss-
Tecklenburg (Switzerland), Sarina Wiegman (The Netherlands) (Reporting
by Hardik Vyas in Bengaluru Editing by Christian Radnedge—Agencies 

Deschamps, Zidane on FIFA
coach of the year shortlist

Thomas retains the yellow jersey

BAGNERES-DE-LUCHON: Great Britain’s Geraint Thomas (center), wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey and his Great Britain’s Team Sky cycling team teammates take a turn in the descent of the Col du portillon pass during the
16th stage of the 105th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, between Carcassonne and Bagneres-de-Luchon, southwestern France yesterday. —  AFP 

BAGNERES-DE-LUCHON: International
Cycling Union (UCI) president David
Lappartient urged Sir Dave Brailsford yester-
day not to insult French fans after the Team Sky
principal said spitting and booing at riders was
a “French thing”. Defending champion Chris
Froome was slapped across the shoulder by a
spectator during the climb up to l’Alpe d’Huez
last week, and the Briton has also said he has
been punched and spat on. His team mate
Geraint Thomas, the overall race leader, was
booed on the podium after he won the Alpe
d’Huez stage, as some fans expressed their
frustration that Sky have dominated the Tour
since 2012.

In comments that will have offended the host
nation, Brailsford said on Monday that the physi-
cal intimidation “just seems to be a French thing.
Like a French cultural thing.” But Frenchman
Lappartient, whom Brailsford has previously
accused of having a “French mayor mentality”,
asked the Sky team’s boss not to stir up animosi-
ty among the local fans. “First thing, there are not
just French fans on the Tour. They come from
everywhere, and I don’t think it is healthy to
make it about nationalities,” said Lappartient.

“This is happening just as we are trying to call
the fans to be calm, to make sure that the riders -
their riders - and especially Chris Froome, are
respected. He is pouring oil on the fire. It’s not
very good.”

Froome was cleared of a doping offence just
days before the start of this year’s race, after an
investigation that had dragged on since last
September, leading some to call for him to be
excluded from the race. Lappartient spoke to
Reuters in Carcassonne before the start of the
16th stage of the Tour, which was briefly brought
to a halt as bales of hay were thrown on to the
road by protesting farmers and police tear gas
blew into the faces of some of the riders.
Lappartient said he believed Brailsford was
reacting to the fact that his team has not been
popular in France, where their domination of the
race in the last few years is reminiscent of that of
Lance Armstrong’s US Postal in the early 2000s.

“He might be frustrated that his team is not
popular, but it’s not a reason to lash out at a
country,” he explained. “You have to respect the
spectators, those who come to see a cycling race.
When you have a cycling team, you don’t insult
those who come to see a race.” Lappartient,
however, praised Froome and Thomas for their
calm amid the storm. “Chris Froome said that he
loves France, that he loves racing in France and
that he trains every day in France. He speaks our
language, and he knows what the Tour gave him,”
he said. “As we and the riders are trying to ease
the pressure, it’s wrong that a team manager
pours oil on the fire.” 

Tour de France interrupted 
Meanwhile, a protest by local farmers brought

stage 16 of the Tour de France to a halt yesterday

as bales of hay were thrown on to the road on
the route from Carcassonne to Bagneres-de-
Luchon and police tear gas blew into the faces of
some of the riders. The gas was used to disperse
the protesters but it ended up blowing in the
direction of the peloton, which led to the race
being stopped at the 187 km-to-go point. The
race continued after the brief hiatus. Yellow jer-
sey holder Geraint Thomas and world champion
Peter Sagan were among the riders rinsing their
eyes after the incident, which stopped the stage
for 15 minutes. It is not the first time that protest-
ers have interrupted a prominent race, the most
memorable incident happening in the 1984 Paris-
Nice, when French great Bernard Hinault
punched one of the demonstrators. —Agencies 

Don’t insult French 
fans, UCI boss
urges Team
Sky’s Brailsford

BAGNERES-DE-LUCHON: Gendarmes
detain a protester as Great Britain’s
Geraint Thomas (right) - wearing the
overall leader’s yellow jersey, and the
pack ride behind, during a farmers’
protest yesterday. — AFP 


