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LOMBOK, Indonesia: A powerful earthquake which struck
the Indonesian tourist island of Lombok yesterday killed at
least 14 people, injured scores and damaged thousands of
homes, officials said. Five children were among those killed
by the shallow 6.4-magnitude early-morning quake, which
sent people running outside in panic and triggered land-
slides on popular mountain hiking routes. Scores of after-
shocks sparked fear among survivors. More than 120 were
recorded, the biggest with a magnitude of 5.7, Indonesia’s
meteorology agency said.

Local officials have declared a three-day state of
emergency. President Joko Widodo is due to visit the
island today morning, his spokesman said.  “Based on
reports, 14 people died, 162 were injured and thousands
of homes were damaged,” Indonesian disaster mitigation
agency spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said in a
statement, adding that five of the dead were children.
One Malaysian was killed and six injured, the Malaysian
foreign ministry said.

“All of them were at the foot of Mount Rinjani when
the incident happened,” it said, referencing the spectacu-
lar volcano that dominates the island. The 30-year-old
victim was inside a restroom when the entire building
collapsed and crushed her, the New Straits Times quoted
another Malaysian climber, Khairul Azim, as saying.
Khairul said his own group was unable to leave the
Sembalun area because many roads including the main

one had been damaged. The constant aftershocks
sparked terrified shouts among scores of people made
homeless in the eastern village of Sembalun in the district
of the same name, an AFP reporter said. Some 200 peo-
ple from 35 families whose house were damaged or
destroyed had pitched tents there. The roof of a health
clinic had collapsed and its
walls had cracked.  “People
are traumatized and too
scared to return home for
fear the aftershocks could
destroy their homes com-
pletely,” the reporter said.

“Everytime there is an
aftershock they cry out in
fear and tremors can still
be felt constantly.”
Evacuees said they badly
needed blankets and
instant food because there
was no time to bring anything when they fled their
homes. Popular trekking trails on Mount Rinjani were
closed because of landslides, according to the disaster
agency. One local trek organizer described how rocks
rained down on two Spanish hikers and their guide as
they were caught on a mountain trail.

“My trekking guide who was accompanying two

tourists from Spain suffered from minor injuries during
the jolt. They were hiking from Segara Anak Lake to
Plawangan and rocks were falling on them during the
quake,” said Karyadi, the owner of a guesthouse where
the pair was staying. The two Spaniards were also slight-
ly hurt.  “Our guests were in shock because of the inci-

dent,” said Karyadi, who like
many Indonesians goes by one
name. The epicenter of the
earthquake struck 50 km (30
miles) northeast of Lombok’s
main city Mataram, the United
States Geological Survey said,
far from the main tourist spots
on the south and west of the
island. USGS said two of the
aftershocks measured more
than 5-magnitude. The jolt was
felt some 100 km (60 miles)
away in the bustling holiday

island of Bali, although there were no immediate reports
of damage there.

‘We ran outside’ 
“The earthquake was very strong... and everybody in

my house panicked, we all ran outside,” said Zulkifli, a
resident of North Lombok near the epicenter. “All my

neighbors also ran outside and the electricity was sud-
denly cut off,” Zulkifli told AFP. No tsunami alert was
issued. “People in East Lombok and Mataram felt the
strong quake for 10 seconds, residents were panicking
and running outside of their homes,” Nugroho said earli-
er, adding people had run for open spaces such as foot-
ball fields.

At the holiday island’s hotels, tourists raced outside as
the quake struck. At the Katamaran Hotel and Resort in
Senggigi beach, some 30 guests gathered in the lobby for
around half an hour before venturing back to their rooms.
“They calmed down and returned to their rooms once we
explained the earthquake did not trigger a tsunami.
Everything is back to normal now,” receptionist Ni
Nyoman Suwarningsih said. 

The quake also rocked the tiny Gili islands off north-
east Lombok, which are popular with honeymooners,
divers and partygoers.”Fortunately there was no panic
during the earthquake even though it was quite strong,”
said Lilis Letisha, receptionist at the Ombak Paradise
Hotel on Gili Air island. Indonesia, an archipelago of
thousands of islands, sits on the so-called Pacific Ring of
Fire, a seismic activity hotspot. In 2004 a tsunami trig-
gered by a magnitude 9.3 undersea earthquake off the
coast of Sumatra in western Indonesia killed 220,000
people in countries around the Indian Ocean, including
168,000 in Indonesia. — AFP 

Strong Indonesia quake kills 14
Local officials declare three-day state of emergency

Myanmar floods kill 
at least five, 
54,000 displaced 
BAGO, Myanmar: Rising floodwaters have killed at least five people
and forced tens of thousands from their homes across swathes of
Myanmar, a government official said yesterday, as heavy monsoon
rains continue to batter the Mekong region. Dramatic images showed
vast areas of farmland completely submerged in muddy waters stretch-
ing to the horizon, with only the rooftops of some houses visible.

Some stranded people were plucked from the churning inundations
by rescuers in boats, while others waded through waist-deep water to
escape, carrying children on their shoulders while trying to keep pre-
cious belongings out of the water. “There are more than 54,000 dis-
placed people affected by the flooding around the country,” a
Ministry of Social Welfare official said. The official confirmed that five
people had been killed but said this figure was expected to rise.

Evacuation orders had been issued in several areas, while some 163
camps have been set up for displaced people in southern, eastern and
central parts country. The floods in Myanmar come as a particularly
heavy monsoon continues to pummel the region, bringing downpours
that contributed to the collapse of a dam last week in Laos, which left
scores dead or missing.

Myanmar is hit by severe flooding every year and climate scientists
in 2015 ranked it top of a global list of nations hardest hit by extreme
weather. That year more than 100 people died in floods that also dis-
placed hundreds of thousands across the country. Myanmar’s worst
natural disaster of recent times was Cyclone Nargis, which lashed
huge stretches of the country’s coast, leaving at least 138,000 dead or
missing in May 2008.—AFP 

OMBOK, Indonesia: An Indonesian man examines the remains of houses, after a 6.4 magnitude earthquake struck, in Lombok. — AFP 

No tsunami 
alert was

issued

Powerful storm hits
disaster-ravaged
Japan
TOKYO: A powerful storm slammed into Japan yes-
terday, churning across western areas already hard
hit by floods and landslides earlier this month and
injuring some 20 people. Typhoon Jongdari, with
winds of up to 180 kilometers an hour, made landfall
at Ise in Mie prefecture at around 1 am, according to
the meteorological agency. More than 170 domestic
flights were cancelled yesterday and train services
disrupted. 

A total of 21 people have been injured in the past
days as the storm brought violent winds and torren-
tial rains, the government said. Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe warned that the storm could continue to bring
heavy rain even after the epicenter had passed by.
“Get hold of information on damage, cooperate
closely with municipal offices and make utmost
efforts to help evacuate local residents,” he central
government officials yesterday.  

The typhoon weakened after making landfall and
was downgraded to a tropical storm but many
provinces stayed on alert. “We have been on emer-
gency alert the whole time since the rain disaster” in
early July, said Koji Kunitomi, a crisis management
official in the western prefecture of Okayama.

“Fortunately, so far, we haven’t seen new flood-
ing,” he said. The storm, after unleashing torrential
rain over eastern and Japan, moved west and then
south yesterday. TV footage showed high waves
smashing onto rocks and seawalls southwest of

Tokyo and trees buffeted by strong winds and heavy
rain. Waves shattered the window of an ocean-view
restaurant at a hotel in the resort town of Atami
southwest of Tokyo late Saturday.

“We didn’t expect this could happen... Waves
gushed into the restaurant as the window broke but
we are grateful that customers followed evacuation
instructions,” an official at the hotel told AFP.
“Fortunately no one was seriously hurt,” she said,
adding five people suffered cuts from broken glass
as they fled. The storm moved across the western

region of Chugoku, where record rainfall early this
month unleashed flooding and landslides which killed
around 220 people. 

It was Japan’s worst weather-related disaster in
decades, and thousands of those affected are still in
temporary shelters or damaged homes. The storm
was hitting the nation’s southern land mass of Kyushu
late yesterday. The authorities in Kyushu urged resi-
dents to evacuate before rain intensifies. The weather
agency warned of heavy rain, landslides, strong
winds and high waves. — AFP

TOKYO: In this photo people protect themselves with umbrellas as heavy rains caused by
Typhoon Jongdari fall in Tokyo. — AFP 


