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News in brief

Fuel cheap in Kuwait

KUWAIT: A Bloomberg report ranked a number of
Arab countries amongst the world’s cheapest in
terms of gasoline prices, noting that Kuwait ranked
first amongst Arab countries and third worldwide,
with an average price of $0.35 per liter. Egypt came
second in the Arab world and fifth worldwide with
an average price of $0.43 per liter, while Saudi
Arabia came third in the Arab world and sixth
worldwide with an average price of $0.54 per liter,
followed by the UAE, which came fourth in the Arab
world and ninth worldwide with an average rate of
$0.68 per liter. The report said Venezuela has the
cheapest fuel prices with $0.01 per liter, followed by
Iran with $0.28 per liter, Kuwait with $0.35 per liter
and Nigeria with $0.41 per liter. On the other hand,
the report showed Hong Kong tops the list of coun-
tries with the highest fuel prices of $2.09 per liter,
followed by Norway with $2.02 and Netherlands
with $1.93 per liter. — A Saleh

Egypt probes bishop’s death 

CAIRO: Egyptian police are investigating the death
of a Coptic Christian bishop who was found dead in
his monastery northwest of Cairo on Sunday, the
Coptic Church said. The body of Bishop Epiphanius
“was handed to forensic investigators to determine
the cause of the death and whether or not it was a
murder”, a security official said yesterday. “The body
was found in one of the monastery’s corridors with
head injuries”, added the security official. Bishop
Epiphanius, 68, was the abbot of Saint Macarius
monastery in Wadi el-Natrun. “In light of mysterious
circumstances surrounding his death, the authorities
were called and they are now carrying out their
investigations,” Coptic Church spokesman Boulos
Halim said in a statement late on Sunday. — AFP

Govt to pursue legal action 
against fake degree holders

Foreign, education ministers diligently tackling issue 
KUWAIT: The government underlined yesterday it will
pursue “legal action” against employees who have
obtained fake educational certificates, as well as collab-
orators. The government, in a meeting chaired by
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, said it was
determined to pursue legal action against employees -
regardless of their positions - who sought fake educa-
tional certificates as well as those who helped them,
Deputy Premier and Minister of State for Cabinet
Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said in a statement.

The Cabinet also decided to form a committee with
a task of examining educational certificates of state
employees - citizens and expatriates - to verify their
authenticity. Legal action will be launched against any
person who is found guilty of obtaining a fake certifi-
cate which resulted in obtaining promotions or financial
benefits, said Saleh. 

The committee will be chaired by the ministry of
higher education, with the Civil Service Commission
and the fatwa and legislation department as members.
The committee, said Saleh, will provide a monthly

report including measures to address this issue and
preventive action taken. The Cabinet, he noted,
assigned the ministry of higher education to establish
electronic links with relevant authorities to verify the
certificates. 

Meanwhile, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah yesterday confirmed in a statement yesterday
the ministry’s intent to communicate with the ministry
of higher education to make joint efforts to combat the
phenomenon of fake certificates. In a statement
released on the World Day Against Human Trafficking,

organized by the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), Jarallah said the ministry is in contact
with Kuwaiti embassies and diplomatic missions
abroad to coordinate efforts and find the root cause of
the problem. 

The ministry of higher education has referred a set
of false certificates and degrees to the public prose-
cution, said Jarallah, who emphasized that the ministry
of foreign affairs is also following up on the matter
diligently to end this problem and detect false docu-
ments.  — KUNA 

COLOMBO: A Sri Lankan court yesterday
impounded the passports of a Kuwaiti couple who
tried to smuggle a dog into the country and assault-
ed five customs officers who tried to stop them. A
magistrate ordered immigration authorities to pre-
vent the couple from leaving Sri Lanka and fixed a
court hearing for Aug 10. The 32-year-old woman
and her 29-year-old male partner were arrested on
Friday after they turned violent after being informed
of quarantine requirements. 
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Seven found dead in east India

NEW DELHI: Seven members of a family in eastern
India were found hanging inside their home, police told
AFP yesterday, in what they said was a suspected case
of mass suicide - although two victims were infants.
The family was living in Ranchi, the capital of
Jharkhand state, and the dead included two women and
three men alongside the two children. “Initial investiga-
tions point to suicide. We have also recovered suicide
notes pointing to the family’s financial situation,” Anish
Gupta, senior superintendent of Ranchi police told AFP.
“It looks like the two adult brothers, one of whom was
married, helped others commit suicide before taking
their own lives,” Gupta added. — AFP

ASSAM: An Indian security personnel stands guard as residents stand in a queue to
check their names on the final list of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Burgoan
village in Morigoan district yesterday. -— AFP 

NEW DELHI: More than four million
people left off a draft list of citizens in
northeast India yesterday have effective-
ly been made stateless, campaigners
said, likening them to the Rohingya
minority driven out of Myanmar. Fear
gripped the border state of Assam as
India’s census chief released the list of
citizens in the state, which excluded
those unable to prove they or their par-
ents arrived before March 1971 when
neighboring Bangladesh was created.

Assam lies on the border with
Muslim-majority Bangladesh and is in
the grip of social and communal tension
as residents campaign against illegal

immigrants, a fight backed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu nation-
alist government. “Millions have now
been rendered stateless,” Meenakshi
Ganguly, South Asia director at Human
Rights Watch, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “There are grave reasons for
concern that those without proper docu-
mentation will be targeted,” she said,
warning that “India should not become
another Myanmar or United States”.

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya,
a stateless Muslim minority, were driven
out of Myanmar last year and are now
in refugee camps in Bangladesh.
Security was beefed up across Assam
as thousands of Muslims left off the
registry worried about being sent to
detention centers or deported. Critics
see the citizenship test as a means to
target Assam’s Muslim minority, a
charge Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) denies.
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UMM ABBASIYAT, Iraq: This photo taken on July 05, 2018 shows buffaloes in a parched
riverbed some 60 km east of Najaf. — AFP 

AL-ATTASSIYA, Iraq: Iraqi farmer
Sayyed Sattar knows he’ll soon have to
let some of his buffalo go as he surveys
the herd bathing in a dwindling pond
close to the holy city of Najaf. As south-
ern Iraq suffers through a punishing
drought, desperate cattle breeders are
having to sell off animals to keep others
alive. Sattar, 52, has already seen some
of his buffalo die of thirst. Now, in a bid
to stop any others being lost, he’s being
forced to say goodbye to some of his
prized beasts. “With the money, we will
be able to buy water and hay for the rest
of the herd,” he tells AFP, his head cov-

ered with a traditional black and white
keffiyeh scarf.

Sattar is far from the only farmer hit
by the drought. Local authorities esti-
mate that some 30 percent of cattle
across the south of the country have
been lost during the drought, either
dying from thirst or sold off for slaugh-
ter. That is a major blow for the estimat-
ed 475,000 families who make their liv-
ings from livestock across the south of
the conflict-hit country. 

Herder Ali, 24, understands only too
well the challenges being faced. He has
to travel ever greater distances with his
flock to find water. Around him, canals
have run dry and the cracked earth,
empty water pipes, and dead grass testi-
fy to how few options farmers now have.
To quench the thirst of their animals they
have to pay, and the price of water has
shot up, he says. 
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NAIROBI: The presidents of Somalia
and Eritrea yesterday agreed to establish
diplomatic ties after more than a decade
of animosity, in the latest lightning rap-
prochement between Horn of Africa rivals.
Somali President Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed’s three-day visit to Asmara
coincides with an extraordinary peace
process between Eritrea and Ethiopia -
part of dizzying change in a region bur-
dened by war, proxy conflicts, isolation
and iron-fisted rule.

“The two countries will establish
diplomatic relations and exchange
ambassadors,” read a “joint declaration
on brotherly relations” signed in Asmara
by Eritrean President Isaias Afwerki and
Abdullahi, who left for Mogadishu shortly
thereafter. The declaration came just
three weeks after Ethiopia and Eritrea
declared an end to two decades of con-
flict, rapidly restoring diplomatic ties and
flights between their capitals.

The history of the three nations, and
their fallouts, have been intertwined.
Somalia and Eritrea were once close.

Under Somali dictator Siad Barre, the mil-
itary regime in Mogagishu backed
Eritrea’s long fight for independence from
Ethiopia, which was attained in 1993. In
1998 Ethiopia and Eritrea began a bloody
two-year war over their shared border
which left 80,000 dead before settling
into a bitter cold war. After the fall of
Barre in 1991, Somalia fell into chaos. By
around 2006, it became the site of what
observers called a proxy war between
Eritrea and Ethiopia.

Ethiopia backed backing a weak inter-
im government in Mogadishu while Eritrea
was accused of backing the Islamic mili-
tants fighting to overthrow it, a charge it
denied. The UN Security Council in 2009
imposed an arms embargo and targeted
sanctions on Eritrea for its alleged support
of the Al-Qaeda linked Al-Shabaab mili-
tants, which continue to launch regular
deadly attacks despite losing territory in
recent years. 

The declaration placed special
emphasis on its support for the Somali
government. “Eritrea strongly supports
the political independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Somalia as well
as the efforts of the people and govern-
ment of Somalia to restore the country’s
rightful stature and achieve the lofty

Change sweeps 
Horn of Africa 

Isaias Afwerki Abiy Ahmed Mohamed Abdullahi

aspirations of its people,” it said. The
document, posted on Eritrea’s informa-
tion ministry website, also said the two
nations “will endeavor to forge intimate
political, economic, social, cultural as well
as defense and security cooperation”.
They will in addition “work in unison to
foster regional peace, stability and eco-
nomic integration.”

At a state banquet on Sunday, Isaias
bemoaned the gloomy post-Cold War
history of the Horn of Africa. He said the
region had been destroyed by “ethnic and
clan cleavages” and “external pillage and
internal thievery” in the speech which

also lashed out at the “micromanagement
of anarchy” by the United Nations and
NGOs. “Under these bleak realities, inter-
ventionist and expansionist regional
agendas in the name of religion, cultural
intoxication under various extremist ide-
ologies, terrorism, piracy, human traffick-
ing, as well as trade in weapons and nar-
cotics became the new normal,” he said,
according to a speech posted on the
information ministry’s website. “But this
epoch of crises, conflict and instability is
not inherently sustainable. As such, it is
nearing its end. We are indeed entering a
new, transitional, phase.”— AFP


