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News in brief

14 killed in car crash

HANOI: Fourteen members of the same family were
killed in a car crash in central Vietnam yesterday en
route to a wedding party, including the groom who
died instantly when their van hit a container truck,
police said. Road accidents are the leading cause of
death in Vietnam, where traffic laws are loosely
obeyed and road infrastructure is patchy. The vic-
tims of yesterday’s car crash in Quang Nam were
members of an extended family, including the
groom, who were heading to the bride’s family home
in a neighboring province, a police officer said. Their
16-seater van collided with a container truck at
around 2:30 am, killing 13 people instantly. Another
died later in hospital.—AFP

Taiwan’s Tsai to visit Paraguay

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen will transit
in the US on a visit to Paraguay and Belize next
month officials said yesterday, a move likely to
anger China, which is deeply suspicious of ties
between Washington and the self-ruled island.
Beijing views Taiwan as part of its own territory-to
be reunified by force if necessary-and has stepped
up military and diplomatic pressure since inde-
pendence-leaning Tsai came to power in 2016. Tsai
will transit in Los Angeles and Houston during the
trip set for August 12-20, officials said, although
when asked if Tsai would meet US officials, vice for-
eign minister Jose Liu said details were “still pend-
ing confirmation.” —AFP

MH370 report offers no clues 

PUTRAJAYA: Investigators said yesterday they still
do not know why Malaysia’s Flight MH370 vanished
four years ago in aviation’s greatest mystery, spark-
ing anger and disappointment among relatives of
those on board. In a long-awaited report the official
investigation team pointed to failings by air traffic
controllers, said the course of the Malaysia Airlines
plane was changed manually, and refused to rule out
that someone other than the pilots had diverted the
jet. But after years of fruitless searching for the
Boeing 777 that disappeared in March 2014 with
239 people aboard, the report offered nothing con-
crete to grieving relatives of passengers and crew
hoping for some sort of closure. —AFP

Cambodia PM’s 
party to win in 
flawed election
PHNOM PENH: Cambodia’s flawed elections are set to
hand the ruling party of strongman Hun Sen all 125 parlia-
mentary seats, a spokesman said yesterday, an outcome
that would turn the country into a one-party state after a
vote devoid of an opposition. Sunday’s ballot has pro-
longed Hun Sen’s 33-year rule, but observers say that
questions of legitimacy may haunt the wily political sur-
vivor as frustration sets in over lack of change.

The ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) “will take
all seats across the country,” spokesman Sok Eysan told
AFP at party headquarters, hailing “a landslide victory”. In
response the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP),
the country’s only real opposition who were disbanded
before the poll, issued a statement lamenting “the death of
democracy” and a “new, dark day” in Cambodian history. 

Some 8.3 million people registered to cast their ballots
in the vote-Cambodia’s sixth general election since United
Nations-sponsored polls were held in 1993 after decades
of conflict. Sok Eysan said the predicted clean sweep was
based on initial results. Final figures are due August 15.
Asked about the country turning into a one-party state,
the CPP spokesman said it was “the decision of the peo-
ple,” adding that Cambodia’s constitution allows for a mul-
ti-party system. 

But the ballot lacked any serious challengers after Hun
Sen cracked down on the opposition last year, leading to
the arrest one of its leaders and then the dissolution of the
party by the Supreme Court. Opposition figures had urged
a boycott of the poll. But election authorities warned they
would take action against those pressing for a “clean-fin-
ger” campaign and pointed to an 82 percent turnout as
evidence that the boycott call had failed.

Experts say high turnouts are common in authoritarian
states where voter intimidation is more widespread. Yet in a
sign of a kickback from unhappy voters, around 600,000 bal-
lots-around 10 percent of the total-were spoiled, according to
a preliminary count by the National Election Commission. 

Neither free, nor fair
Hun Sen came to power in 1985 in a country still plagued

by civil war and his CPP has won every election since 1998.

But wearied by a culture of impunity and corruption more
than 44 percent of voters backed the opposition CNRP in
2013 polls, creating the most serious challenge to Hun Sen in
years. This time the Cambodian leader ruthlessly moved
against his critics in the election run-up, corralling civil soci-
ety, independent media and political opponents. 

That led many western governments to pull their sup-
port from the vote. It was “neither free nor fair and failed
to represent the will of the Cambodian people,” the White
House said in a statement. The US would consider a “sig-
nificant expansion” of visa restrictions introduced last year
against some senior Cambodian officials, it warned.

In contrast China, a key Cambodia ally which has pro-
vided cash and soft loans to Hun Sen’s government without
raising questions over human rights and democracy,
offered its “sincere congratulations” on the poll, according
to Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang. 

‘It’s him again’   
The 65-year-old Hun Sen is also seen as a stabilising

force in the eyes of many in a kingdom with a bloody and
bitter recent history that spans civil war, the horrors of the
Khmer Rouge and occupation by Vietnam. Hun Sen has
cultivated his support base through rural and urban infra-
structure and investment schemes that have added malls
and condos to the skyline of the once sleepy capital Phnom
Penh. The premier also adroitly turned to Cambodia’s gar-
ment sector, which employs about 750,00 people, shower-
ing cash gifts on workers in the months ahead of polls. 

“I am happy that the Cambodian People’s Party won
overwhelmingly, more than previous mandates,” said sup-
porter Sang Kimson, 38, the morning after the election. But
many other Cambodians are despondent at the idea of yet
another term for Hun Sen, who is among the world’s
longest-serving leaders. “It is him again,” shrugged one
man sitting outside a coffee shop who asked not to be
named and who said he felt “hopeless” watching the results
come in.

Phil Robertson, deputy director of the Asia division at
Human Rights Watch, predicted simmering discontent. “I
think what we will see here in Cambodia is continued pas-
sive resistance and anger by the Cambodian people, they
weren’t given the opportunity to vote for the people they
wanted,” he said. Hun Sen has held onto power through
political and family alliances in the police, military and
media. He was installed as prime minister during the
Vietnamese occupation of the 1980s after defecting from
the Khmer Rouge, which killed a quarter of Cambodia’s
population from 1975 to 1979. —AFP

Trump claims
‘business 
relationship’
with Mueller
WASHINGTON: President Donald
Trump renewed claims Sunday that
Special Counsel Robert Mueller has
“conflicts of interest” that should bar him
from probing Russian interference into
the 2016 election, saying the pair had a
business relationship. In a series of
tweets targeting Mueller’s credibility,
Trump alleged he had “a very nasty &
contentious business relationship” with
Mueller.  The message marked the first
time Trump publicly elaborated on prior
vague claims of conflicts of interest
regarding Mueller.

“Is Robert Mueller ever going to
release his conflicts of interest with
respect to President Trump, including
the fact that we had a very nasty & con-
tentious business relationship, I turned
him down to head the FBI (one day
before appointment as S.C.) & Comey is
his close friend,” Trump said. In January,
The New York Times reported that
Trump had tried to fire Mueller in June
2017 but backed down after White

House Counsel Don McGahn threatened
to resign if the president made him fol-
low through with the order.

Trump, the Times said, cited three
conflicts of interest Mueller had that dis-
qualified him from the high-profile
probe. The alleged conflicts included: a
dispute over fees at Trump National Golf
Club; work for a law firm that once rep-
resented the president’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner; and an interview for FBI
director a day before being named spe-
cial counsel.

Illegal Scam!
Trump, who has called the probe-

which also seeks to determine whether
the ex-reality TV star’s campaign team
colluded with Russia and whether he
obstructed justice-a “witch hunt” and
repeatedly demanded it be ended,
claimed that Mueller’s team is filled with
Democrats. Mueller is a Republican like
Trump, as is Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein, who hired the special
counsel, and Attorney General Jeff
Sessions.

In his tweets, Trump also said the
investigation was triggered by a damn-
ing dossier compiled by former British
intelligence agent Christopher Steele,
and questioned why Mueller wasn’t
investigating Democrats. “There is No
Collusion! The Robert Mueller Rigged
Witch Hunt, headed now by 17
(increased from 13, including an Obama

White House lawyer) Angry Democrats,
was started by a fraudulent Dossier, paid
for by Crooked Hillary and the DNC.
Therefore, the Witch Hunt is an illegal
Scam!” Trump said.

“Also, why is Mueller only appoint-
ing Angry Dems, some of whom have
worked for Crooked Hillary, others,
including himself, have worked for
Obama....And why isn’t Mueller looking

at all of the criminal activity & real
Russian Collusion on the Democrats
side-Podesta, Dossier?” Mueller’s team
recently indicted a dozen Russian intel-
l igence agents for hacking into
Democratic party computers. Four
members of the Trump campaign also
have been charged for alleged crimes,
but they were not directly linked to
collusion. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Activists hold letters reading the word ‘Treason’ in front of the White House
during a sunset demonstration to denounce the link between the 2016 Trump campaign
and Russia in Washington DC. —AFP

LAHORE: Pakistan’s main opposition party called on
Sunday for a judicial investigation into what it said was
rigging at an election this week that it lost. Imran Khan’s
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf, or Pakistan Movement for
Justice, emerged as the largest single party in
Wednesday’s vote, defeating the Pakistan Muslim League
- Nawaz (PML-N) party of jailed former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif. During the campaign, Sharif said the mili-
tary had influenced the judi-
ciary to deny him a second
term. The military denied this.
It has ruled Pakistan for
about half the time since the
country’s formation in 1947.

“We demand constitution
of a judicial commission to
probe incidents that took
place on July 25,” senior par-
ty leader Khawaja Asif told
reporters in Lahore. “We will
issue a white paper on the
election rigging and other
incidents.” “PML-N will not accept these elections as
legitimate and we are ready to ... start movement along
with other parties,” Mushahid Ullah Khan, a senior leader,
told reporters.

PTI did better than expected to win 16.86 million votes
and beat PML-N, which got nearly 13 million votes. PTI
opened coalition talks with at least one smaller party and
independent politicians on Saturday. European Union
observers were critical of the political climate in the run-

up to the vote, saying that some parties had been disad-
vantaged. The United States voiced similar concerns.

“Pakistan witnessed the most disputed elections in the
country’s history,” Ahsan Iqbal, a senior leader of PML-N
and former interior minister, told reporters. Sharif was taken
to hospital in Islamabad on Sunday with a possible heart
problem, said a government official and Sharif’s party.

Sharif and his daughter Maryam were arrested on July
13, minutes after they
returned from Britain seeking
to revitalize their flagging
PML-N party ahead of a July
25 election. An anti-corrup-
tion court sentenced him on
July 6 to 10 years while his
daughter and political heir
was sentenced to seven years
over the purchase of luxury
flats in London in the 1990s.
They were moved to Adiala
jail in the garrison town of
Rawalpindi.

“After initially refusing to be shifted to Pakistan
Institute of Medical Sciences ... Sharif agrees to be treated
outside prison after consulting with his personal doctor,”
said a PML-N tweet on Sunday night. “Doctors at Adiala
jail have observed changes in the ECG (electrocardio-
gram) of Nawaz Sharif,” Punjab Chief Minister Hasan
Askari Rizvi told Reuters. An ECG checks the heart’s elec-
trical activity. “We cannot take any risk about Sharif’s
health,” Rizvi said. —Reuters

Foreign observers voice concerns over political climate in Pakistan

Pakistan opposition party calls for
investigation of election rigging

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani youth takes a selfie with a poster of World Cup cricket hero turned politician
and head of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (Movement for Justice) party Imran Khan in Islamabad. —AFP

Most disputed
elections in the

country’s history

Bodies of 23
Myanmar landslide
victims found
YANGON: The bodies of 23 victims of a landslide in
Myanmar’s northern jade mining area have been
recovered, an official confirmed yesterday, after a
days-long search hampered by heavy monsoon rains.
Rescuers are still looking for a further four victims,
many of whom belong to the small ethnic Rawang
minority in the remote area of Kachin state, the heart
of the country’s notoriously shadowy multibillion-dol-
lar jade industry.  “We found 23 dead bodies by yes-
terday (Sunday) evening and we will try to find the
remaining four if the weather is good today,” an offi-
cial  from Hpakant’s local government told AFP,
requesting anonymity as he is not authorised to speak
to the media. Landslides have killed dozens this year
around the treacherous jade mines where impover-
ished locals comb deep gouges in the ground for
pieces of the semi-precious gemstone.

This latest disaster in Set Mu sub-township hit the
small Rawang ethnic group particularly hard. The
mainly-Christian community number only about
70,000 people and are one of Myanmar’s smallest
ethnicities. “Funerals have been held by their respec-
tive families. This time our local villages have really
been hurt badly,” said Shwe Thein, a local resident
helping with recovery operations.

Much of the world’s top-quality jade comes from
Kachin state but most is smuggled over the border to
feed the insatiable demand in China. It is big business
for those at the top-watchdog Global Witness estimat-
ed that the sector in 2014 was worth some $31 billion.
The lack of regulations and poor oversight, however,
mean that little of the profits end up in state coffers.

Kachin’s abundant natural resources help fund
both sides of a decades-long conflict between ethnic
rebels and the military as they battle over control of
the mines and the income they bring. More than
100,000 civilians have been forced to flee their
homes-many multiple times-since a 17-year ceasefire
broke down in 2011. —AFP

Afghan women 
report Islamic 
State rapes
SHEBERGHAN, Afghanistan: A mother of three from a
remote area of northwestern Afghanistan remembers the day
the head of a local Islamic State group came to her village,
demanding money he said her husband had promised. “I told
him we didn’t have any money but that if we found any we
would send it to him. But he didn’t accept that and said I had
to be married to one of his people and leave my husband and
go with them,” Zarifa said.

“When I refused, the people he had with him took my chil-
dren to another room and he took a gun and said if I didn’t go
with him he would kill me and take my house. And he did every-
thing he could to me.” Even by the bloody standards of the
Afghan war, Islamic State has gained an unmatched reputation
for brutality, routinely beheading opponents or forcing them to
sit on explosives. But while forced marriages and rape have been
among the most notable features of Islamic State rule in Iraq and
Syria they have been much less widely reported in Afghanistan.

While there have been reports in Nangarhar, the east-
ern province where Islamic State first appeared in 2014
and in Zabul in the south, deep taboos that can make it
impossible for women to report sexual abuse make it hard
to know its scale. —Reuters


