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Jimenez wins Senior Open, joins 
Seve as a winner at St Andrews

ST ANDREWS: ‘The Mechanic’ leaked oil in the
home straight but Miguel Angel Jimenez held on to
win the Senior British Open by one stroke from
Bernhard Langer at St Andrews on Sunday. Jimenez
sank a clutch 10-foot par putt at the famous par-
four 17th road hole before securing victory with a
tap-in par at the last, the same hole where his late
Spanish countryman Seve Ballesteros clinched the
1984 British Open. “It’s a place where everybody
wants to win,” said Jimenez. “It’s a place where Seve
won his second Open and it’s amazing to win here
and make history.

Jimenez, nicknamed ‘The Mechanic’, carded 69 to

finish at 12-under-par 276, while Langer shot 68 for
second place. Playing ahead of Jimenez, the German
could only par the last after misjudging his approach
shot to leave himself with a 50-foot putt for the tie.
Earlier, Jimenez broke clear and had a short putt at
the par-five 14th to go four shots ahead. But he
missed the chance and when he bogeyed the next the
margin, thanks to a Langer birdie at the same hole,
was down to one stroke, which is where it remained
as both players parred the final three holes. A 21-
times winner on the European Tour, Jimenez, 54, fin-
ished equal second at the US Senior Open in June. 

In another development, Dustin Johnson was

zeroing in on his third PGA Tour title of the season,
holding a three-shot lead over South Koreans Kim
Whee and An Byeong-hun, when play was halted at
a stormy Canadian Open on Sunday with the world
number one on the ninth hole. The final round began
with a logjam at the top of the leaderboard with
Johnson, An, Kim and Kevin Tway all sitting on 17
under and holding a four-shot advantage over the
chasing pack. With 18 PGA Tour wins and a pair of
runner-up finishes at Glen Abbey, Johnson’s experi-
ence provided the edge as he wasted no t ime
breaking free of the pack by collecting birdies on
the first two holes while the three co-leaders, who

are all chasing their first PGA Tour titles, picked up
early bogeys.

With his challengers off to a shaky start Johnson
seized control, opening up a three-shot lead through
four holes. The American’s charge stalled as he strug-
gled with his putter and he had to settle for five con-
secutive pars before rolling in a 12-footer at the par-
four eighth for his third birdie of the day. Tway, whose
father Bob Tway won the Canadian title in 2003, saw
his chances of joining him as Canadian champion
evaporate with a disastrous outward nine that fea-
tured three bogeys before he recorded his first birdie
at the ninth to leave him five off the pace. —Agencies 

Johnson in control as storms halt Canadian Open

BUDAPEST: Championship leader Lewis
Hamilton has no intention of lazing on a beach
as Formula One takes its annual European sum-
mer break following his resounding triumph in
Sunday’s Hungarian Grand Prix. Instead, he
plans to fine-tune his physical and mental fit-
ness in readiness to turn up the heat in his
closely-fought title duel with Sebastian Vettel
next month.

The defending champion, who opened up a
24-point lead over his fellow four-time title-
holder by winning Sunday’s Hungarian Grand
Prix for a record sixth time, said he wants to
come back stronger and ready to apply more
pressure. “The second half of the season is
always intense, but it is usually when it gets a
bit better on our side,” he said, referring to his
Mercedes team, in the aftermath of their pol-
ished triumph at the Hungaroring. “So we will
go away and prepare and make sure we come
back stronger.”

Hamilton’s victory was a near-perfect send-off
for him and Mercedes as the F1 circus set off for
a four-week closedown that will end when the
teams return to action in Belgium at the end of
August. After his epic success in the rain in
Germany, where he won from 14th on the grid,
his Hungarian victory was another blow to Vettel,
and Ferrari, after two race weekends they may
prefer to forget.  Despite superior speed in prac-
tice, in dry conditions, they were unable to claim
the result they craved in a dark week that fol-
lowed the death of the team’s former chairman
Sergio Marchionne. 

But Hamilton refused to be drawn into title
talk and warned that, with nine races remaining,
more epic contests lay ahead. “Absolutely not,”
he said, dismissing the idea that he was closing in
on a fifth title. “It is far too early. You have seen
the ups and downs we have had - we’ve been
ahead, then behind, then ahead. I don’t believe
there is ever a moment you have got your hands
on the trophy...” Hamilton was also full of praise
for Mercedes’ teamwork on and off the circuit.
“You see the teamwork me and Valtteri had, it
worked pretty well,” he said, pointing to the start
and opening lap when they fended off a concert-
ed Ferrari attack.

Selfless Bottas
“Valtteri and I started first and second, so we

talked before the race,” he explained. “Naturally,
both of us want to get into the lead. So we get a
good start, but it’s also really important that we
try to maintain position. “For instance, if I block
him or corner him in, it gives the opportunity to
the guys behind to pass him, so I tried not to
make it too difficult for him in that respect.”

Hamilton also praised Bottas for his selfless
driving during the race, when he had to cover the
threat of Kimi Raikkonen in the second Ferrari,
whose early pit-stop, forced Mercedes to follow
suit. “He had to cover Kimi and that was unfortu-
nate because that’s a long, long way to go on the
soft tyres...” For the luckless Bottas, it meant his
final laps were reduced to a slithering defense of
his position, two collisions, a late pit-stop and
fifth place after which he not only received a 10-
seconds penalty, for coll iding with Daniel
Ricciardo’s Red Bull , but was piqued by
Mercedes team chief Toto Wolff praising his
work as a “wingman”. 

Wolff later explained that his comments had
been misconstrued. One of Bottas’s collisions
was with Vettel, who after crashing out of the
lead in Germany, finished second in a damage-
limitation drive. Like Hamilton, he maintained the
title race is still wide open. “We know that con-
sistency is the key, scoring points, and I did
myself no favors last week,” said Vettel. “But that
is part of racing. Stuff happens.” “Last year, we
lost the championship because our car was not
quick enough in the final part of the season, but
this year it is more efficient and it is stronger and
still has a lot of potential. “So, I am confident that
we can improve and it should be a very exciting
second half to the season.”— AFP 

No beach as
Hamilton 
plans to turn
heat up 

KUWAIT: Committed towards progress in the Kuwaiti
community, Burgan Bank continues to foster positive
youth development through its numerous contributions
to sports initiatives. Sponsoring for the fourth consecu-
tive year, the bank has been an avid supporter of the
World Champion in Wheelchair Fencing Titleholder
“Tareq Al-Qallaf” as his consistent winning perform-
ance in international tournaments serves as a core
example of how challenges can be overcome.

Currently, Tareq is preparing to join the Colorado
Springs at the US Olympic Training Centre along with a
wide range of global players and renowned stars from
the special needs category in August 2018. Followed by
ten-day intensive trainings which involves strong power
and determination to compete at the “Milwaukee
Open” Championship, which will last for three days in
October 2018 where he will represent Kuwait. Burgan
Bank will continue to annually contribute to the talent-
ed national hero’s successful journey as he brings pride
to his country and raises the Kuwaiti flag high.

Burgan Bank has long been a patron of sports initia-
tives that influence positive change and raises aware-
ness in the community about the benefits of maintaining
a healthy lifestyle. Burgan Bank ensures its full-fledged
support of maintaining interest as well as providing
new opportunities to fulfill the drive of ambitious young
Kuwaitis. The bank believes that sports is a universal
platform that has the power to unite and influence
young minds from diverse cultures and economic back-
grounds while helping them build their self-esteem and
mutual respect for one another.

Sports represent a healthy outlet that demonstrates
skill, improves physical wellbeing, and enables a happi-
er co-existence through social interaction and team-
work. Burgan Bank views sports as a powerful means to
community advancement and has sponsored a large
number of other nationwide activities in partnership
with local charities and non-profit including ‘SPARK
marathon.’ ‘SPARK marathon’ is the largest charity race
event in Kuwait; the first-of-its kind ‘KBA Night Run’
5KM night run by the Kuwait Banking Association,
“Walk-a-thon” to spread awareness on Autism in
Kuwait by Autism Partnership - Kuwait; “Human
marathon”- a voluntary youth project to integrate spe-
cial needs with other individuals in the society; “9th
Kuwait Open Tennis championship”, “Kuwait National
Arabian Horse Festival”, the “Horse Racing
Championship” organized by the Hunting and
Equestrian Club of Kuwait, followed by the successful
two - day Burgan Bank “Tri-festival”. 

Burgan Bank will continue to participate in several
sporting and social events in the future to help advance
health awareness among all segments of society in
Kuwait. Falling in line with its community program,
‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be the change, Burgan Bank
sheds light on important aspects affecting every seg-
ment of the society by promoting social welfare
through educational, cultural, social and health initia-
tives.  Burgan Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins
with a vital principle that as a Kuwaiti financial institu-
tion, its conduct and policies should be aligned with the
needs and interests of the Kuwaiti society.  

Burgan Bank influences a positive social change 

NANJING: Chinese superstar Lin Dan and “nervous”
number one Viktor Axelsen both made ominously fast
starts at the badminton World Championships yester-
day. The 34-year-old Lin is seeking a sixth world title
and in front of an adoring crowd in Nanjing he made
light work of Dutchman Mark Caljouw, winning 21-14,
21-14 in 49 minutes.

“Super Dan” nonchalantly ended one long rally with
a deft flick, the shuttlecock dipping just over the net to

bring the arena to its feet in appreciation. Axelsen, the
top seed and reigning champion from Denmark, was
even more emphatic, needing just 26 minutes to thrash
Duarte Nuno Anjo of Portugal 21-8, 21-7 in a mismatch.
Also safely through on the first day of action was
China’s third seed Shi Yuqi, a comfortable 21-13, 21-11
winner over Adam Mendrek of the Czech Republic.

The 24-year-old Axelsen, who has endured an injury-
affected season, admitted afterwards to a bout of nerves
- though it hardly showed. “I don’t want to think too
much (about my title defense), it is important for me,”
Axelsen was quoted by the Xinhua news agency as say-
ing. “I need to be relaxed and see how far I can go. “I
was a little nervous today, but I feel good about the are-
na, it’s very big and easy for me to have a good control
of the shuttle.”  Chen Long, the current Olympic champi-
on and another realistic home hope, also eased through,
21-13, 21-15 against Taiwan’s Hsu Jen-hao.— AFP 

Lin Dan, ‘nervous’ 
Axelsen ruthless 
in worlds openers

NANJING: Viktor Axelsen of Denmark hits a shot against Duarte Nuno Anjo of Portugal in their men’s singles match
during the badminton World Championships in Nanjing yesterday.— AFP 

MUMBAI: South African paceman Dale Steyn
believes this year’s Australian ball-tampering scandal
could be viewed as a “cry for help” because the bal-
ance between bat and ball in cricket has become so
skewed in favor of the batsmen. Steyn, one of the
most prolific wicket-takers of his generation, did not
condone the actions of the Cape Town trio but said
the incident exposed the need for cricket to change to
prevent the loss of the art of reverse swing bowling. 

“It’s obviously not on, but if you think about it, it’s
almost like a cry for help. We need to do something,”
Steyn told Reuters in an interview. “There’s so much
in favor of batsmen these days. Fields are small, two
new balls, powerplays, bats have got bigger than they
used to be, the list can go on. “You bowl a ‘no ball’
and it’s a free hit. But I have never seen a rule change
that favors the bowler.”

Steyn, who is tied on 421 wickets with Shaun
Pollock as South Africa’s highest wicket-taker in tests,
felt the desperation to get the ball to swing was forc-
ing cricketers to flirt with regulations. Typically, swing
bowlers use the new ball to deviate it in the air to out-
wit batsmen but Pakistan fast bowlers stunned the
world in the 1980s by introducing reverse swing to
test cricket. The skill of making an old and battered
ball move in the air in the opposite direction to con-
ventional swing was developed into an art form in the
following decade by their successors Wasim Akram
and Waqar Younis.

In March, with South Africa already leading by
more than 100 in the second innings for the loss of a
single wicket on the third day of the third test, a trio
of Australians hatched a plan to tamper with the ball
to get that reverse swing. —Reuters

Ball-tampering a 
‘cry for help’ in 
unbalanced sport 


