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Postolachi’s late strike seals PSG victory

SINGAPORE: Thomas Tuchel said it was his “biggest
wish” for Edinson Cavani to stay at Paris Saint-
Germain yesterday after reports linking the Uruguay
striker to Real Madrid. Tuchel appeared surprised by
Real’s interest in Cavani, as reported by Spanish
media, when he heard about it after a 3-2 friendly win
over Atletico Madrid in Singapore. “This is my feeling
and my biggest wish and I have not heard such a
thing,” Tuchel said, when asked if he would like to
keep Cavani at PSG. “I talked to Edinson some days
ago, he didn’t mention anything. He said he was look-
ing forward to coming back, he said he’s looking for-
ward to joining us to achieve all his goals with us and
our team. 

“He’s a key player for us and there’s no thought
about giving him away.” Unconfirmed reports say

European champions Real are interested in Cavani as
a replacement for Cristiano Ronaldo, who has joined
Juventus on a 100-million-euro deal. The elegant for-
ward, a member of PSG’s ‘MCN’ strike force along
with Kylian Mbappe and Neymar, has been with PSG
for five seasons after moving from Napoli. The 31-
year-old has reportedly admitted to having problems
with Neymar, who arrived for a world-record fee last
year, but said he had resolved them with the Brazilian.

‘Unbelievable mentality’
Tuchel is sti l l  without his ful l  squad with

Marquinhos set to arrive on Tuesday and Neymar fly-
ing in ahead of Saturday’s French Super Cup game
against Monaco in Shenzhen, China. An under-
strength PSG have lost 3-1 to Bayern Munich and 5-1

to Arsenal already in pre-season but Virgil iu
Postolachi’s injury-time strike against Atletico gave
Tuchel his first win at the helm. Moldova-born
Postolachi, 18, curled a stunning winner past Antonio
Adan after Atletico had recovered from 2-0 down,
helped by Antoine Bernede’s own goal on 86 minutes.

Christopher Nkunku’s tap-in on 32 minutes was the
highlight of a drab opening period before the
International Champions Cup game exploded into life
after PSG made nine changes at half-time. Eighteen-
year-old Tim Weah was denied by Antonio Adan, and
Adan then saved from Moussa Diaby-who rattled the
crossbar from the edge of the box shortly afterwards.
But Diaby, 19, made no mistake when he was selflessly
put through by Weah on 71 minutes, planting his shot
low and to Adan’s left. Victor Mollejo reduced the

arrears on 76 minutes when he put away the rebound
from his own shot, before Bernede’s unfortunate own
goal made it 2-2 with four minutes to go.

The game was headed for a draw until Postolachi
popped up with the decisive strike from the top of the
penalty area, prompting jubilant celebrations from
Tuchel’s young team. “We left our heart on the field
and played with an unbelievable mentality against a
team which is known for maybe having the best men-
tality in the world,” Tuchel said. “The youngsters
played amazing in the second half. They played with
passion and intensity and gave everything.”
Argentina’s Angel Di Maria and Italy international
Marco Verratti both played the first half for PSG,
while Kevin Trapp was in goal instead of newly signed
Italian legend Gianluigi Buffon.—AFP 

LONDON: Bradley Wiggins has tipped
Tour de France winner Geraint Thomas to
retain his title after the Welshman ended
teammate Chris Froome’s reign as cham-
pion. Two-time Olympic gold medalist
Thomas finished nearly two minutes
ahead of nearest rival Tom Dumoulin
(Sunweb) on Sunday to secure his first
yellow jersey, with Froome in third. The
32-year-old became the third Briton to
win the Tour after Wiggins, who tri-
umphed in 2012, and Team Sky teammate
Froome, who had won four of the previ-
ous five races. Wiggins expects Thomas’s
profile to increase significantly on the
back of his victory, saying he “may now
be Wales’s biggest sports star”. “A lot of
people win things like this and they get
caught up in the moment and don’t
realise what they’ve achieved,” he said on
Eurosport.

“But with Geraint, he’s watched the

Tour since he was a kid and to him he
knows what it is. I don’t think he ever
imagined this would happen.” Wiggins,
also a former Team Sky rider, feels
Thomas is entering his prime and is in a
strong position to retain the yellow jersey
in 2019. “He’s at that ripe age now, 32.
He’s matured as a person and an athlete
and his laid-back approach will continue
to carry him through,” said Wiggins.
“This success won’t change him at all and
I wouldn’t put it past him to win again
next year. This could be the start for him
now. He’s won the Tour and it will only
drive him on to do it again.”

Wiggins believes the hostile reception
for the dominant Team Sky during the race
could have given them extra motivation. “I
think for Sky it spurred them on, there was
a definite unity with them,” he added.
“This isn’t the first time they’ve had this,
they’ve had it for a few years now. “Sky
work the hardest as a team. The Tour de
France is the highlight of their season. “It’s
not fair for them to be accused of being
too dominant. Yes, they have big budgets
and some teams can’t compete with that,
but you can’t blame that on them. You
can’t blame Sky coming in and putting
money into the sport.”—AFP 
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SINGAPORE: Paris Saint-Germain’s Angel Di Maria (center) controls the ball between Atletico Madrid’s players during the International Champions Cup football match between Paris Saint-Germain and Atletico Madrid in Singapore
yesterday. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Ridiculed the world over
for faking and diving during a disappointing
World Cup campaign in Russia, Brazilian for-
ward Neymar has admitted to “exaggerated”
reactions saying he is still learning to deal
with frustration. In a 90-second video made
for his sponsor Gillette and published on
social media accounts and Brazilian television,
Neymar sought to win back fans who criti-
cized his behavior. “Studs on my calf, knee in
my back, stamp on my foot,” he said. “You
might think I exaggerate and sometimes I
really do exaggerate. But the fact is that I suf-
fer on the field. “There’s still a child inside me.
Sometimes he enchants the world and some-
times he irritates the world.”

The Paris St Germain striker had hoped the
Russia World Cup would elevate him to a
similar status enjoyed by thirty-somethings
Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo - the two
players who have shared the FIFA World
Player of the Year award over the last decade.
Instead, he bowed out at the quarter-final
stage when Brazil lost to Belgium as fans

focused less on his football and more on the
dives, rolls and tears he produced. The 26-
year old former Santos and Barcelona player,
who suffered a serious foot injury in February
and returned to action just days before the
start of the World Cup, told fans in his home-
land he was working to become a better per-
son and deal with the disappointments foot-
ball threw at him.

“When I seem rude, it’s not because I am
a spoilt child, it’s because I haven’t learnt to

deal with frustration,” he said in a voiceover
to the black-and-white video. “It’s taken me
time to accept your criticism, it’s taken me
time to look into the mirror and transform
myself into a new man. But I am here, with a
new face and an open heart. I fell down but
only those that fell down can get up. “You
can keep throwing stones or throw those
stones away and help me stand. When I
stand on my own two feet, all of Brazil stands
with me.” — Reuters
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