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DAKAR: The student demonstrations that have
rocked Senegal in recent weeks recall the short-lived
but intense unrest which sprung out of the country’s
universities half a century ago, almost bringing down
the government back in May 1968. The spark this time
was a fatality during a university protest on May 15
over the late payment of student grants. Second-year
student Mohamed Fallou Sene, 25, was killed as police
quelled a protest at Gaston Berger University in the
northern city of Saint-Louis.

His death sparked further protests near Cheikh
Anta Diop University in the capital Dakar, while police
also broke up demonstrations in the southern city of
Ziguinchor. As the unrest grew a higher education
union began a strike in solidarity with the students
before President Macky Sall called for an inquiry. Sall,
who is expected to stand for re-election next
February, also announced in the aftermath of the
protests that student grants will be raised.

However students at Sene’s university were still on
strike on Friday, demanding “justice” and for political
heads to roll. Back in 1968, the protests also began
over the issue of grants and also led to the death of a
student. The demonstrations 50 years ago briefly
threatened the administration of then president
Leopold Sedar Senghor as students took to the
streets, clashing with police and setting up barricades.

At a time when young people were protesting
across the world, over issues such the Vietnam War
and apartheid, students in Dakar accused Senghor,
who took office in 1960 on independence from France,
of being a “valet of imperialism”. After the student
strike began on May 27, 1968, police moved in. One
student died and several more were hurt, official
records show. But, far from growing out of the youth
protests in France, the United States and elsewhere,
“these events were sparked by political, economic and
social crises within Senegal,” says historian and for-
mer minister Abdoulaye Bathily.

Workers then declared a strike on May 30 and for
a time “the government was tottering,” says historian
Omar Gueye, as Senghor condemned what he saw as
malign fallout from the student protests in Europe.
Foreign students were repatriated and Dakar
University closed as unrest worsened - though the
president could call on support of the army and influ-
ential Muslim religious leaders as well as French
troops stationed at strategic points of the capital.

“Peasants came with rifles and arrows to defend
Senghor and the country,” recalled academic Ibrahima
Wone. Within three days the protest ebbed away, for-
eign students returned and exams went ahead in
December. Short-lived though Senegal’s May 1968
unrest was, “it contributed to the development of
democracy,” says Mbaye Diack, who ran the national
student union at the time. —AFP 
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Britain mourns on London 
Bridge attack anniversary

New review of counter-terrorism legislation to be launched 
LONDON: Britain held a national minute of silence
yesterday, one year on from the London Bridge terror
attack that killed eight people and injured dozens more.
Flowers were laid, candles were lit and a religious serv-
ice was held at Southwark Cathedral - the spot where
three men in a van crashed after careening into crowds,
before launching a stabbing
spree at nearby Borough
Market. “Today we remem-
ber those who died and the
many more who were
injured, and also pay tribute
to the bravery of our emer-
gency services and those
who intervened or came to
the aid of others,” said Prime
Minister Theresa May.

She branded the June 3
attack “a cowardly attempt
to strike at the heart of our freedoms by deliberately
targeting people enjoying their Saturday night with
friends and family” and noted that seven of the victims
were foreign nationals. “This is a reflection of our great
cosmopolitan capital, whose energy and values brings
together people from across the world, and a tragic
reminder that the threat from terrorism transcends bor-
ders and impacts us all,” she said.

Yesterday morning, Home Secretary Sajid Javid
announced that a new review of counter-terrorism leg-
islation in Britain would be launched today - including a
provision to recruit up to 2,000 extra security officers
in Britain’s intelligence services. “One of the other

announcements I’ll be making tomorrow is that MI5 will
be sharing much more of its information with other
organizations,” he said on the BBC’s Andrew Marr
show. “Not just with counter-terrorism police but
neighborhood police, with local government... to make
sure that there is a much higher chance of finding some

of these extremists and dis-
rupting plots a lot earlier on.”

Later yesterday, the
words #LondonUnited was
projected onto the bridge
following a minute of silence
scheduled at 4:30 pm
(1530GMT). Candles were lit
by relatives of the victims
during the ceremony before
an olive tree - known as the
Tree of Healing - was plant-
ed in the cathedral grounds

using compost from floral tributes left on the bridge in
the aftermath of the murders.

Preparations 
Among those visiting the cathedral for the service

on the south bank of the Thames, that included a pro-
cession to the bridge, was Frenchwoman Christine
Delcros, 46. She was seriously injured in the vehicle-
ramming attack whilst her partner Xavier Thomas, 45,
was killed, with his body later recovered from the River
Thames. “On the psychological level, the wounds are
invisible, but they are the most serious,” she told AFP
in an interview this week. “I remain traumatized by the

loss of the love of my life, in circumstances beyond my
comprehension.”

On Saturday preparations for the ceremony were
underway with cleaners working on the bridge - now
fitted with anti-vehicle crash barriers to prevent cars
and vans from mounting the pavement. On Friday PC

Wayne Marques, who took on the three attackers solo
with his baton and was stabbed in the head, revealed he
was planning to return to work next month after a year
of rehabilitation. “I’m just basically trying to get as
much of me back as possible,” he said in a video
released by the British Transport Police.—AFP 

LONDON: Members of various faiths gather with placards on London Bridge prior to a commemoration service on
the first anniversary of the London Bridge terror attack yesterday. -—AFP 
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KANO, Nigeria: A spate of kidnappings for ransom in
the Birnin Gwari district of northern Nigeria’s Kaduna
state has left residents afraid to even leave their homes.
“When a person travels, his family, friends and neigh-
bors gather to pray for his safety because of the kid-
nappers,” said local resident Kabiru Mohammed. “It’s
celebrations once he returns because kidnapping on the
highway has become the norm. It’s a nightmare that
should only exist in fairytales,” he told AFP by tele-
phone. Mohammed and his neighbors have good reason
to be anxious.

Kidnappings have reached unprecedented levels in
the last two months. In early May, about 100 people
were abducted in just two days on a road near the bor-
der with Zamfara state. Haruna Musa, who also lives in
Birnin Gwari, said the situation has forced people in at
least six villages in the area to abandon their homes. 

Last week, an armed gang raided the village of
Maganda and kidnapped three wives of a businessman.
Many locals now don’t sleep at night. Instead, they
patrol their communities. “I also join in the night patrols
to encourage others,” said Mustapha Idris, the chief
imam of Maganda. But the creation of civilian militia has

itself had deadly consequences. On May 6, at least 71
people were killed in Gwaska village during clashes
with armed bandits.

Grisly warnings 
Birnin Gwari is not alone in being affected. In

Zamfara, there have been similar problems from kidnap-
ping and cattle rustling gangs. “The mere sound of a
motorcycle engine outside your house at night robs you
of sleep because it could be a sign that the dreaded ban-
dits have come,” said Nuhu Dansadau. Dansadau said his
village, also called Dansadau, and others nearby have
been repeatedly raided.  Aliyu Kawaye, who lives in the
town of Anka, said the abductors seize cash and force
families to sell their farm produce to raise the ransom
payment. According to the state government, more than
10,000 cattle have been stolen in the last seven years.
“What is more worrisome is the deliberate attack on
farmers who dare to go to their farms,” said Dansadau.
“The bandits amputate their hands from the wrists, put
the severed palms in the farmers’ pockets and send them
back to the village as a warning to others.”

Lucrative venture 
The kidnapping gangs and cattle thieves, who roam

on motorcycles on the hunt for victims, are known to
operate in northern Kaduna and Zamfara. Both regions
have been largely spared by the Boko Haram insur-
gency, another of Nigeria’s pressing security problems
along with a land conflict between nomads and farmers.
The kidnappers’ heavily guarded camps dot the Rugu
forest, which straddles Kaduna, Zamfara and the north-

ern states of Kano, Sokoto, Kebbi and Niger.
Abductees whose families don’t pay ransoms are killed

and their bodies dumped, according to security sources.
Kidnapping for ransom used to be a phenomenon isolated
to oil-rich southern Nigeria. But it has spread further
north and become lucrative because of economic hard-
ship. It has also attracted young ethnic Fulani herders who
have lost their herds in unrest with farmers over grazing
and watering rights. Young Fulani herders now make up
most of the marauding gangs in northern Nigeria and oth-
er West African countries, said Saleh Bayeri, of the Gan
Allah Fulani Development Association.—AFP 
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POZZALLO, Italy: Italy’s new hardline interior minister
Matteo Salvini arrived yesterday in Sicily, one of the
country’s main refugee landing points, to push the anti-
immigration platform that propelled him to power. The
head of the far-right League is on the road seeking to
rally support for his party’s candidates in municipal elec-
tions later this month, as part of a broader effort to
boost the traditionally secessionist party’s profile in the
country’s poorer south.

But immigration is Salvini’s primary bugbear and the
newly minted deputy prime minister in Italy’s populist
coalition government added a stop in migration hotspot
Pozzallo. The port town in Sicily’s south is on the front
line as one of the main landing points for refugees flee-
ing war, persecution and famine across North Africa and
the Middle East. A controversial agreement between
Italy’s former center left government and authorities and
militias in Libya has triggered a fall in overall arrivals of
some 75 percent since the summer of 2017. 

But so far this year Italian authorities have still regis-
tered more than 13,500 arrivals. The most recent came
late Friday, just hours after Salvini took his oath of office,
with some 158 people, including nine children, landing in
Pozzallo after being rescued by a humanitarian boat in
an operation coordinated by the Italian coast guard.
Salvini had said after being sworn in that he would ask
his ministry’s experts “how to reduce the number of
arriving migrants and increase the number of expulsions”.
“The good times for illegals is over - get ready to pack
your bags,” he said Saturday at a rally in Italy’s north.
“Countries need to start doing their job and no more
smugglers should be docking in Italian ports,” he said in a
swipe at the NGOs organizing rescues at sea, which he
has regularly accused of complicity with people traffick-
ers. He added during a stop in Catania that the new gov-
ernment would “not take a hard line on immigration but
one of common sense.” Salvini’s fellow deputy prime
minister, leader of the anti-establishment Five Star move-
ment Luigi Di Maio, has also called rescue NGOs “taxis
on the sea” although his rhetoric on immigration is more
measured than that of the League.—AFP 

BAMAKO: The UN has called for calm in Mali after
dozens of people were hurt during  banned opposition
protests in Bamako, sparking calls for the prime minis-
ter to resign two months ahead of a presidential elec-
tion. The opposition said some 30 people were hospi-
talized - including prominent opposition figure Etienne
Fabaka Sissoko who was left “in a coma” - after securi-
ty forces fired “live ammunition” at protesters on
Saturday. The government rejected the claims outright.

“It is absolutely false to say that shots were fired
using live ammunition,” a source close to the security
ministry told AFP. Earlier yesterday, the ministry said
the security forces were bound by three words - “pro-
fessionalism, courtesy and firmness” and that the police
had acted to maintain public order. It denounced the
protestors for having injured a policeman in the head. A
“transparency” rally outside the party headquarters of
President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita attracted several
hundred people.

Police fired tear gas and beat demonstrators with
batons, according to an AFP reporter at the scene.
Clashes also took place in other locations. UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who visited Mali
last week, called late Saturday for “calm and restraint
by all parties”. “(He) calls on the Malian government to
ensure the protection of fundamental human rights and
freedom of expression to peaceful demonstrations,
including in the context of the ongoing state of emer-
gency,” a UN statement said. 

Mali is one of the so-called “G5 Sahel” states -
along with Burkina Faso, Chad, Mauritania and Niger -
which have launched joint operations against militant
groups. Most protests are banned as the nation has
lived under a near-constant state of emergency since
an attack on a hotel in Bamako in November 2015 left
20 people dead. 

Terrorize the opposition 
“In a dozen places, unarmed protesters were

attacked with tear gas and clubs,” the office of oppo-
sition presidential candidate Soumaila Cisse said in a

statement. “The headquarters of the ADP (Alliance for
Democracy and Progress) was attacked by police
special forces, who threw grenades. The prime minis-
ter’s security services fired live ammunition at pro-
testers gathered” in front of the building, the state-
ment charged. “Three opposition leaders were vio-
lently beaten on the head with clubs and batons,” it
added. “The intention of the government was clear: to
terrorise the opposition and all democratic forces.”
The statement also called for “the resignation of the
prime minister”. 

The demonstrations come ahead of July 29 elections
in which Mali President Keita, 73, will face more than a
dozen challengers. The opposition has called for equal
access to public radio and television for campaigning.
“The UN secretary-general regrets the government-
imposed ban on the demonstrations by opposition par-
ties,” the UN said. “(He) urges political actors and the
civil society to favor dialogue in order to maintain an
environment conducive to the holding of credible and
transparent elections.” Opposition leaders have called
for new demonstrations next Friday. — AFP 
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BAMAKO: Civilians gesture and shout slogans as they
protest against the lack of transparency of the presi-
dential election’s campaign on Saturday.— AFP 

A picture taken on May 8, 2018 shows a man herd-
ing his cattle by a signboard which welcomes visi-
tors to the state of Zamfara. — AFP 

DAKAR: In this photo taken on May 16, 2018, students
clash with Senegalese police during a protest outside
the gates of Cheikh Anta Diop University. — AFP 


