
DUBAI: It has been a year since Saudi Arabia and its
allies cut ties with Qatar, sparking the biggest diplomat-
ic crisis to hit the Gulf in years. Here is a recap:

Regional rupture 
Simmering regional tensions boil over on June 5,

2017, when Saudi Arabia and its allies Bahrain, Egypt
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) announce almost
simultaneously that they are severing diplomatic ties
with Qatar. They accuse Doha of supporting “terrorists”
and being too close to Saudi Arabia’s Shiite archrival
Iran-charges Qatar denies. Land and maritime borders
with the Gulf peninsula are shut, air links suspended and
Qatari citizens expelled. Riyadh says it acted to “protect
its national security from the dangers of terrorism and
extremism”. In a country dependent on food imports,
there is alarm over whether the border closures will lead
to food shortages in Qatar. Saudi Arabia also closes the
Riyadh bureau of Qatari broadcaster Al Jazeera.

Demands and a deadline 
On June 22 the Saudi-led bloc sends Qatar a list of

13 demands, which include shutting down its Al Jazeera
media network, curbing relations with Iran and closing
a Turkish military base it hosts. They give Qatar 10
days to comply. After a two-day extension, Qatar says
on July 4 the list is “unrealistic and is not actionable”.
Saudi Arabia and its allies threaten new sanctions.  On
July 25 they unveil a “terrorist” blacklist of 18 groups
and individuals suspected of links to Islamist extrem-
ists and to Qatar. The blacklist later grows to include
almost 90 names.

Outreach turns sour  
Saudi state media reports on September 8 that

Qatar’s Amir has called the Saudi crown prince to
express interest in talks. An initial positive response
turns sour when the Saudis accuse Qatari media of
incorrectly implying that the kingdom initiated the out-

reach.  On September 9 Saudi Arabia suspends any dia-
logue with Qatar.

Breaking isolation 
Seeking support from outside the region, Qatar signs

a series of defense deals with foreign powers. In June
Doha inks a $12-billion (10.4 billion euro) deal to buy
US-made F-15 fighter jets. In early December, it final-
izes contracts with France worth more than $13 billion,
including the purchase of 12 French-built fighter jets and
50 Airbus passenger planes. It also concludes a $8 bil-
lion deal with Britain to buy 24 Typhoon fighters. In

January 2018, it approves legislation allowing 100-per-
cent foreign ownership in most sectors of its economy.
Previously reliant on its Gulf neighbors, it increasingly
turns towards Iran and Turkey, particularly for food
imports. Shortly after the crisis unfolds, Ankara fast
tracks the deployment of troops to its military base in
Qatar-part of a 2014 bilateral defense agreement.

In January Qatar says fighter jets from the UAE, one
of the boycotting countries, violated its airspace in
December and early January. The UAE later accuses
Qatari fighter jets of “intercepting” two Emirati passen-
ger planes en route to Bahrain, drawing a swift denial

from Doha.  Both sides complain to the UN.

White House welcome
On April 10 US President Donald Trump receives the

Amir of Qatar, calling him “a friend of mine” and a “gen-
tleman”, softening his tone after initially backing the
Saudi-led bloc. Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani uses
the opportunity to say: “We do not and we will not tol-
erate people who fund terrorism.” Trump also praises
Qatar’s purchases of military equipment from the US,
which has about 10,000 troops at an airbase outside
Doha-its largest in the Middle East. — AFP 
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Kuwait, prompting Duterte to lift the employment

ban. Yesterday, Duterte said he hoped to visit Kuwait
to express his gratitude. “I’d like to thank the Kuwaiti
government for understanding us and keeping their
faith (in) us and practically (giving in) to all of my
demands,” Duterte said. His demands included giving
Filipino workers a day off and seven hours of sleep
each night, as well as allowing them to keep their pass-
ports and phones often confiscated by employers,
Duterte said. — AFP 

Philippines leader
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The Quran guarantees us that “And We will surely
test you with something of fear and hunger and a loss
of wealth and lives and crops, but give good tidings to
the patient who, when disaster strikes them, say,
‘Indeed, we belong to God, and indeed to Him we are
returning’” (2:155-156).  

Our reaction in adverse circumstances beyond our
control should be to turn our thoughts to God, who
describes Himself as wise, merciful and caring. We
should not disagree or be dissatisfied with what He
does. As the Quran reminds us, “He cannot be ques-
tioned as to what He does, while they will be ques-
tioned” (21:23). Instead, we should believe that God
allowed such circumstances for our ultimate benefit.
The Quran reminds us that “perhaps you dislike some-
thing and it is good for you and perhaps you like some-
thing and it is bad for you. And God knows, while you
know not” (2:216). We must trust in God and His knowl-
edge of the “big picture.”

Both kinds of patience - making the effort to follow
to the way of life God envisions for us, and then truly

submitting to God and His management of our lives -
should have the characteristic of beauty. The Quran
describes real patience as beautiful. “Therefore, be
patient with beautiful patience” (70:5). Beautiful
patience is one of contentment and absolute conviction
of God’s goodness and care.  In Ramadan, for example,
patience means being cheerful and productive through-
out the month, and anticipating God’s pleasure, forgive-
ness and generous rewards.

The Quran encourages us to be patient: “Indeed,
mankind is in loss, except those who believe and do
righteous deeds, and exhort one another to uphold
truth and exhort one another to persevere with
patience.” (103:2-3). “Those who show patience and
work righteousness - for them is forgiveness and a
great reward” (11:11). “So persevere in patience, for the
Promise of God is true.” (40:77) What a greater way to
show patience than Ramadan!

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to
empower Kuwait’s expats through social and educa-
tional services that promote a positive and productive
role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra-
and interfaith interactions that promote social solidari-
ty. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail: info@tiescenter.net. 

Lessons of Ramadan...
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Qatar hosts the Al Udeid Air Base, the largest US

base in the region which is home to thousands of US
personnel and a forward command centre. The minister
also called for the restoration of a 2015 agreement
between world powers and Iran that lifted sanctions
from Tehran in exchange for curbs on its nuclear pro-
gram. US President Donald Trump last month withdrew
from the Iran nuclear deal and ordered the reimposition
of sanctions suspended under the accord. —AFP 

Qatar will not ‘fuel 
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“I don’t think it is too far-fetched to say that new
power centers in the Middle East are emerging,” said
David Roberts, assistant professor at King’s College
London.

According to Le Monde newspaper, Saudi Arabia
has written to French President Emmanuel Macron
warning of “military action” if Qatar goes ahead with its
planned purchase of a Russian air defense missile sys-
tem. Qatar is already picking up the tab, as it absorbs
the huge costs of regional isolation, despite its vast
wealth in gas resources. “As for winners and losers,
there are clearly no winners thus far, and in many ways
everyone has been a loser,” said Christopher Davidson,
a Middle East politics professor at Durham University.
Ulrichsen said that despite its “resilience”, Qatar has
“not eliminated the costs of the crisis”. Without a clear
winner in sight, the Gulf crisis is largely seen by the
outside world as a bewildering spat between indistin-

guishable former allies.
Mediation efforts have been led by Kuwait and the

US, which has its largest Middle East air base in Qatar.
Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah,
said diplomatic efforts are “ongoing”. “The latest of
these efforts and ideas will be presented during a Gulf-
American summit in September, and this summit will be
an opportunity to end this crisis,” he said. 

US President Donald Trump seemed firmly behind
the Saudis at first, but has since called Sheikh Tamim a
“great gentleman” and urged a peaceful outcome. In
the muddle, corruption allegations against Trump’s son-
in-law, Jared Kushner, have surfaced over his dealings
with the Gulf states, notably Qatar.  Diplomacy may
eventually be supplanted by imperatives such as Saudi
domestic concerns or weariness over its joint military
efforts with the UAE in the Yemen war.

The crisis has impacted east African states with
alliances to the Gulf, rewarded defense contractors, and
may have massive ramifications for Qatar’s 2022 foot-
ball World Cup. With nationalism in the Gulf on the rise,
Roberts said “the crisis has been an opportunity for
Qataris to demonstrate their national fervor”. It “has
created animosities that may take years, even a genera-
tion, to overcome”, said Ulrichsen. —AFP 

Qatar crisis creates 
‘new Gulf’ with no...

Qatar: A year of 
crisis in the Gulf

ABU SAMRAH: Photo shows a view of the Qatari side of the Abu Samrah border crossing with Saudi Arabia. The year-old acrimonious dispute between Qatar and its neighbors is forging a
‘new’ Gulf, potentially transforming what was a stable region of the Arab world, experts warn.  — AFP 

SEOUL: Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad said he
plans to visit North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un,
Pyongyang’s state media reported yesterday, poten-
tially becoming the first head of state to meet Kim
inside the isolated country. “I am going to visit the
DPRK and meet... Kim Jong Un,” Assad said, the
North’s state-run KCNA news agency reported, using
the abbreviated version of the country’s official name.
The announcement came as anticipation mounts for a
historic nuclear summit between Kim and US
President Donald Trump in Singapore on June 12, fol-
lowing a whirlwind round of diplomacy.

“The world welcomes the remarkable events in the
Korean peninsula brought about recently by the out-

standing political caliber and wise leadership of... Kim
Jong Un,” KCNA cited Assad as saying during a meet-
ing with North Korean Ambassador Mun Jong Nam
on Wednesday. The Syrian president’s office refused
to comment on the report when contacted by AFP.
Pyongyang and Damascus have maintained warm ties
for decades and reportedly shared a military relation-
ship for some years, including during the ongoing
Syrian civil war. Suspicions over chemical weapons
trade between Pyongyang and Damascus have been
raised in the past by the UN and South Korea.

There were also widespread reports that North
Korea helped Syria build a nuclear plant that was
destroyed by Israeli bombing in 2007. Both regimes
have been the target of international isolation-
Pyongyang over its banned nuclear program and
Damascus for atrocities committed during the seven-
year civil war. Since coming to power in 2011, Kim has
not met another head of state in North Korea. He only
made his first overseas trip as leader this year, travel-
ling to China to meet President Xi Jinping, an ally of
the reclusive regime. — AFP 
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AMMAN: Angry protests rocked cities across Jordan
overnight against IMF-backed austerity measures
including a new income tax draft law and price hikes,
hours after the government and unions failed to reach
an agreement to end the standoff. Some 3,000 people
faced down a heavy security presence to gather near
the prime minister’s office in Amman until the early
hours of Saturday morning, waving Jordanian flags and
signs reading “we will not kneel”. 

Protests have gripped the country since Wednesday,
when hundreds responding to a call by trade unions,
flooded the streets of Amman and other cities to
demand the fall of the government. Last month, the
government proposed an income tax draft law, yet to
be approved by parliament, aimed at raising taxes on
employees by at least 5 percent and on companies by
between 20 and 40 percent. The measures are the lat-
est in a series of economic reforms since Amman
secured a $723-million three-year credit line from the
International Monetary Fund in 2016.

Since January, Jordan-which suffers high unemploy-
ment and has few natural resources-has seen repeated
price rises including on staples such as bread, as well as
extra taxes on basic goods. The price of fuel has risen
on five occasions since the beginning of the year, while
electricity bills have shot up 55 percent since February.
The IMF-backed measures have sparked some of the
biggest economic protests in five years. Overnight, pro-
testers outside premier Hani Mulki’s office shouted slo-
gans including “the ones raising prices want to burn the
country” and “this Jordan is our Jordan, Mulki should
leave”.

‘Right to demonstrate’ 
Demonstrators tussled with security forces and

some fainted, but others smoked water pipes and one
sat on the pavement and played the Arabian lute or oud.

In another part of the city, security forces used tear gas
to prevent hundreds of demonstrators from joining the
rally near Mulki’s office, Jordanian news websites
reported. “Women have started looking in rubbish bins
to find food for their children, and every day we’re hit
by price hikes and new taxes,” said one protester. 

Bank employee Mohammad Shalabiya, 28, said
demonstrators wanted “to tell the government that the
citizen’s income isn’t suitable for this kind of law and
that we have a right to demonstrate”. Lina Rsheidat, 35,
a housewife with a red keffiyeh scarf around her neck,
said the proposed law was “unjust” and would “harm
the Jordanian people”. According to official estimates,
18.5 percent of the population is unemployed, while 20
percent are on the brink of poverty. The Economist
Intelligence Unit earlier this year ranked Jordan’s capi-
tal as one of the most expensive in the Arab world. 

Struggling economy    
Jordan, a key US ally, has largely avoided the unrest

witnessed by other countries in the region since the
Arab Spring revolts broke out in 2011, although
protests did flare late that year after the government
cut fuel subsidies. But the country has long played host
to refugees from neighboring Iraq, and according to
government figures, over one million people have fled
to Jordan from Syria’s devastating seven year war,
exacerbating its struggling economy. 

Amman has repeatedly urged international donors to
provide extra funds to help it host them. On Saturday
Mulki met with trade union representatives who
demanded the income tax law be revoked, but they
failed to reach an agreement. The head of Jordan’s fed-
eration of unions, Ali Obus, demanded that the state
“maintain its independence and not bow to IMF
demands”.

King Abdullah II called on parliament to lead a
“comprehensive and reasonable national dialogue” on
the new tax law. “It would not be fair that the citizen
alone bears the burden of financial reforms,” he told
officials on Saturday. The IMF says the loan aims at
slashing Jordan’s public debt from about 94 percent of
GDP to 77 percent by 2021, through “reforms to bolster
economic growth and gradual fiscal consolidation”,
according to its website. A majority of 78 out of parlia-
ment’s 130 representatives are opposed to the income
tax law. The speaker of Jordan’s senate called a consul-
tative meeting yesterday. — AFP 
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RIYADH: Saudi Arabia said it detained 17 people for
“undermining” the kingdom’s security, in what cam-
paigners have dubbed a sweeping crackdown against
activists just weeks before a ban on women driving
ends. Rights groups earlier reported arrests of at least
11 people last month, mostly identified as women cam-
paigners for the right to drive and to end the conserva-
tive Islamic country’s male guardianship system.

Without naming anyone, the public prosecutor’s
office said the number of detainees stood at 17, adding
that eight of them had been “temporarily released” until
the investigation is completed. Nine suspects, including
four women, remain in custody after they “confessed”
to a slew of charges such as suspicious contact with
“hostile” organizations and recruiting people in sensi-
tive government positions, it said in a statement
released by the Saudi Press Agency. The statement

accused the detainees of “coordinated activity under-
mining the security and stability of the kingdom”.

Previous reports in state-backed media branded some
of the detainees traitors and “agents of embassies”.
Campaigners have dismissed the reports as a “smear”
campaign. The crackdown has also sparked a torrent of
global criticism, casting a shadow on the kingdom’s
much-publicized liberalization push launched by powerful
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman. The self-styled
reformer has sought to break with long-held restrictions
on women and the mixing of the genders, with the
decades-old driving ban on women slated to end June 24.

The European Parliament last week approved a res-
olution calling for the unconditional release of the
detained activists and other human rights defenders,
while urging a more vocal response from EU nations.
“The Saudi Arabian authorities’ endless harassment of
women’s rights activists is entirely unjustifiable, and the
world must not remain silent on the repression of
human rights defenders in the country,” Samah Hadid,
Amnesty International’s Middle East director of cam-
paigns, said last week. “Saudi Arabia’s allies-in particu-
lar the US, UK and France-must push Saudi Arabian
authorities to end their targeted repression of human
rights activists in the country.” — AFP 
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