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of independence from Britain
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in Kabul as Taleban end truce92 Recycling rubbish into revenue 

bringing hope to Jordan women
Salah declared fit for Egypt but 
Russia sure they can stop him24 26

Dozens of pro-regime fighters 
killed in eastern Syria strike

US denies Syrian, Iraqi claims it bombed positions • Turkey begins patrols around Manbij
BEIRUT: An Iraqi paramilitary force key to the battle
against the Islamic State group yesterday accused the
US-led coalition of killing more than 20 of its fighters in
an air raid in eastern Syria. The bombing raid hit Al-Hari,
a town controlled by regional militias fighting in Syria’s
complex seven-year war alongside President Bashar Al-
Assad’s forces. Both Syrian authorities and Iraqi forces
pointed the finger at the US-led coalition, which denied it
was involved in Sunday night’s attack.

The raid slammed into a regime-controlled position
in the border town and left at least 52 fighters dead,
according to a Britain-based monitor. Among them
were fighters from Iraq’s powerful Hashed al-Shaabi
military alliance, some of whom have crossed into Syria
to fight against IS. “US planes fired two guided missiles
at a fixed position of Hashed al-Shaabi units on the
border with Syria, killing 22 fighters and wounding 12,”
the Iran-backed Hashed said.

The bodies of three Iraqi fighters killed in the raid
were returned yesterday to their hometowns for burial,
said AFP’s correspondent in the southern Iraqi city of
Nasiriyah. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said
a total of 30 Iraqi forces were among the dead in Al-Hari,
as well as 16 Syrian forces and six unidentified fighters.

The attack was first reported overnight by Syrian state
media, which cited a military source accusing the coali-
tion of bombing one of its positions in Al-Hari. It said sev-
eral people were killed and wounded but did not give a
specific number or their nationalities. Later yesterday, a
military source in Syria’s Deir Ezzor province where the
targeted area lies told AFP that coalition warplanes hit
“joint Iraqi-Syrian positions in Al-Hari”.

The coalition’s press office said it had received reports
of a strike in the area that had killed and wounded Iraqi
fighters, but denied it was involved. “There have been no
strikes by US or coalition forces in that area,” it told AFP
by email. Syria’s army has been gutted by the country’s
seven-year conflict and has relied heavily on reinforce-
ments from local militias and from regional allies. Those
groups have played a key role in the fight against IS,
helping Syrian government forces recapture swathes of
the country that the group had overrun in 2014.

Hashed was vital to the fight against IS in Iraq, but has
also battled the militants across the border in their east-
ern Syria bastions. Separate offensives have since whit-
tled down IS territory in Syria to just a handful of pockets
in the eastern desert, including in Deir Ezzor province. A
US-backed alliance of Kurdish and Arab fighters and
Russia-supported regime forces are carrying out sepa-
rate operations against those IS-held pockets. The two
forces have mostly avoided each other thanks to a de-
confliction line that runs across the province along the
winding Euphrates River.

Syrian troops are battling IS on the western river
bank, while the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces
fight on the east. Iraqi warplanes also have occasionally
bombed IS positions in eastern Syria. Hari lies on the
western side, close to the river and the de-confliction line.
The buffer has largely been successful in keeping the two
offensives apart, but there have been exceptions. The
deadliest incident was in February, when US-led coalition
air strikes killed at least 100 pro-regime fighters in Deir
Ezzor province, including Russians. 
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News in brief

MERS outbreaks kill 23 

GENEVA: Outbreaks of the deadly Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) killed 23 people in
Saudi Arabia between Jan 21 and May 31 this year,
the World Health Organization said yesterday. The
deaths were among 75 laboratory-confirmed cases
of MERS coronavirus (MERS-CoV) during the
period, the WHO said, and take the total number of
deaths from the disease to 790 since it was first
diagnosed in humans in 2012. One outbreak in
February hit a private hospital in Hafer Albatin
region, where the patient passed the disease to
three health workers. There was another cluster of
six cases in a hospital in Riyadh in the same month,
although no healthcare workers were infected. Two
other clusters affected households in Jeddah and
Najran. — Reuters

UN slams US separations 

NEW YORK: United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warned yesterday that refugee
and migrant “children must not be traumatized by
being separated from their parents” as US
President Donald Trump faces heavy pressure to
stop such a policy at the US-Mexico border.
“Family unity must be preserved,” UN spokesman
Stephane Dujarric told reporters. “The Secretary-
General believes that refugees and migrants should
always be treated with respect and dignity, and in
accordance with existing international law.” The UN
rights chief yesterday also condemned the separa-
tions. “The thought that any state would seek to
deter parents by inflicting such abuse on children is
unconscionable,” Zeid Ra’ad Al-Hussein said as he
opened a session of the UN Human Rights Council
in Geneva. — AFP (See Page 8)

Video gaming like crack

PARIS: Video gaming can be addictive in the same
way as cocaine or gambling, the World Health
Organization said yesterday in a much anticipated
update of the International Classification of Diseases
(ICD-11). “After consulting with experts across the
world, and reviewing evidence in an exhaustive man-
ner, we decided that this condition should be added,”
Shekhar Saxena, director of the WHO’s department
of mental health and substance abuse, told AFP.
Online and offline “gaming disorder” is grouped with
“disorders due to substance use or addictive behav-
iors” in the ICD’s 11th edition, the first major revision
in nearly three decades — AFP (See Page 24)

DUBAI: Emirati Foreign Minister Anwar Gargash speaks during a press conference
yesterday. —  AFP 

DUBAI: The UAE, a key player in the
coalition battling Houthi rebels in Yemen,
yesterday warned the insurgents to
withdraw unconditionally from the flash-
point port city of Hodeida, after UN
peace efforts fizzled. “There can be no
conditions in any offers to withdraw,” the
United Arab Emirates’ minister of state
for foreign affairs, Anwar Gargash, told a
press conference in Dubai. “If the rebels
wanted to set conditions, they should

have thought of that a year ago... Now is
not the time to negotiate.”

Houthi rebels have controlled
Hodeida, a key entry point for desper-
ately needed aid, since 2014, when they
drove the government out of the capital
Sanaa and seized large swathes of the
country. Neighboring Saudi Arabia and
its allies - chief among them US-trained
UAE troops - intervened in the conflict
on the government’s side in March 2015.
The alliance last week launched a major
operation to drive the rebels out of
Hodeida.

Gargash’s statement came hours
before the UN’s top Yemen envoy,
Martin Griffiths, was due to brief the
Security Council on his efforts to end the
crisis over Hodeida, whose port handles
over 70 percent of Yemen’s imports. 
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HONG KONG/BEIRUT: Worn out and
empty, it was past midnight when Filipino
maid Genelie Millan dragged herself back
to her room, took out her phone to
search for a way to escape her abusive
employer - and came across a website
that changed her life. HelperChoice is one

of several online services cutting out the
middleman - recruiters who charge
would-be maids exorbitant fees - and
helping them to avoid getting trapped in
debt bondage to exploitative employers.

Since leaving her 11-year-old son in
the Philippines to work in Hong Kong in
2010, Millan had been forced to sleep on
a sofa and hit with a pair of chopsticks
before finding the site which let her
choose her own, more sympathetic boss.
“They treat me like their family, they trust
me a lot,” the 39-year-old told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.
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UAE demands 
‘unconditional’ 
Houthi pullout 
from Hodeida

HONG KONG: A migrant domestic worker uses the HelperChoice online recruitment
service that seeks to fight modern slavery on March 18, 2018. — Reuters 

Websites help 
Asian maids 
avoid debt trap

BASRA: From a roving cafe to scrap
metal sculptures, young Iraqis unable to
tap into the country’s oil wealth are hav-
ing to find creative ways to make a living.
While their parents generally went
straight into public sector jobs after
graduation, the job market for Iraqi
youths has become starkly different in
the post-Saddam Hussein era. In the
decade which followed the US invasion
and the dictator’s ouster in 2003, author-
ities continued to increase state hirings -

with a heavy dose of nepotism. 
But now, as 26-year-old Karrar Alaa

discovered, there are no more guaran-
tees. Three years ago, he was counting
on his business degree leading to a pub-
lic sector job in the southern port city of
Basra. But tired of waiting, he has turned
entrepreneur. After gathering up all of
his savings and borrowing money from
relatives, Alaa invested in a car and
transformed it into a coffee shop on
wheels. “It’s the first of its kind in Basra. I
got the idea from a video shot in Europe
and posted on Facebook,” he told AFP.

The “Coffee 2 Go” car has a giant
plastic cup mounted on the roof, while
an image of a cup of cappuccino and
coffee beans is emblazoned on the body.
An initial investment of $20,000 has led 
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BASRA: Iraqi Karrar Alaa, 26, sells coffee from his travelling cafe in a street on
Sunday. — AFP 

VOLGOGRAD, Russia: England forward Harry Kane (left) grabs the goal’s net near Tunisian goalkeeper Mouez
Hassen during the Russia 2018 World Cup Group G football match between Tunisia and England at the
Volgograd Arena yesterday. — AFP (See Page 20)

Last-gasp England beat Tunisia 


