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KUWAIT: Silhouette of Kuwait City during sunset. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Up to 256,000 passengers
have used the Kuwait International
Airport during Eid Al-Fitr holiday,
through 1,700 flights, said Director
General of Kuwait’s Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) Eng Yusuf Al-
Fawzan. Fawzan made the statement on
the sidelines of an inspection tour by
DGCA Chairman Sheikh Salman Sabah
Salim Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, to the air-
port’s Terminal 1 and the new Terminal 4.

In spite of the rising numbers of pas-
sengers, movement at the airport is pro-
ceeding normally and smoothly, in line
with a set plan, Fawzan noted. During the
visit, Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud highly
appreciated the efforts by the bodies
operating at the airport, with the Interior
Ministry and the General Administration
of Customs and the DGCA on top. Earlier,
the DGCA said that they had made
improvements at Terminal 1 for the sum-
mer season.

A dust storm had affected traffic at
Kuwait International Airport on Sunday,
as it brought visibility levels to less than
1,000 meters, before aviation returned
back to normal after a few hours, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said. The weather conditions had
forced the DGCA to delay the taking off
and landing of some flights, head of the
Air Aviation Department at the DGCA
Emad Al-Senosi said. He, however, stated
the majority of the flights at the airport
proceeded as scheduled. The speed of
wind hit 60 km/h, bringing down visibility
to less than 1,000 meters, and stirring
waves and dust storms, he noted.

256,000 passengers used
airport in Eid holiday

Dust storm affects air traffic for a few hours

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation Sheikh Salman Sabah Salim Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah tours the airport’s new Terminal 4. —KUNA

People walk at a local park during a dust storm which hit Kuwait on Sunday.

Chairman of Kuwait’s Directorate General of Civil Aviation Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salim Al-Humoud Al-Sabah greets an officer during the tour.

Vehicles drive through a dust storm which hit Kuwait on Sunday.

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait took part in cele-
brations of the World Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought, which takes place
every year on June 17. Kuwait has mobilized its
efforts to raise awareness of the public on inter-
national endeavors to combat desertification and
protect environment as well as manage natural
resources and take immediate measures on cli-
mate change to support needs of present and the
future’s generations.

Kuwait renews its commitment to internation-
al conventions through organizing different envi-
ronmental events and activities and partaking in
international conferences over the year. The
country joined the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification on June 23, 1997, as part
of its interest in preserving environment in gen-
eral and combating desertification in particular.

The state surveys and follows up reports of the
Environment Public Authority in coordination with
the concerned bodies on the phenomenon of
desertification.  An action plan has been set for ten
years from 2008 to 2018 so that the reports are

sent every two years so
as to achieve the aspired
goal of the convention.
Kuwait also joined the
Convention on Wetlands
of International
Importance ‘Ramsar’ in
September 2015, and
Mubarak Al-Kabeer
Marine Reserve was reg-
istered at that time as a
key wetland in the world,
as part of the country’s

contribution to achieving sustainable development.
The Ramsar is one of the oldest conventions signed
in 1971, with the aim of sustainable use of wetlands
and realization of their main missions, and scientific,
economic and cultural roles.

In a statement on Saturday, Raafat Maisak, a
member of wildlife protection committee at the
Kuwait Environment Protection Society (KEPS),
stressed that the society has a varied and big
dossier of events and activities in combating

desertification.  He said that the society also
organizes symposiums and workshops on deser-
tification as well as drought management and
others. He noted that the best scenario of manag-
ing natural pastures in the State of Kuwait now is
to postpone graze for five years from 2018 to
2023 in order to allow the self-rehabilitation of
plants with pastoral value that has been almost
completely eliminated over the last three
decades. During the postponement period,
experts of competent authorities in the state will
select the best grazing sites and prepare a map
according to Article 107 of the Environmental
Protection Law, he elaborated.

He noted that the society took part in some
international events on desertification and
drought in a number of countries like China and
other states.  He has pointed out that the society
adopts a comprehensive awareness approach on
urbanization, its effects and risks. He pointed to
the preparation of the society’s center for media
and environmental documentation of many activ-
ities and visual film materials. —KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with
Japan fell 12.2 percent from a year earlier
to JPY 42.3 billion ($383 million) in May,
down for the first time in two months on
weak exports, the Japanese Finance
Ministry said yesterday. But Kuwait
stayed in black ink with Japan for 10
years and four months, the ministry said
in a preliminary report.

Overall Kuwait’s exports to Japan
plunged 10.1 percent year-on-year to
JPY 54.9 billion ($497 million) for the
first drop in three months, while imports
from Japan slid 2.0 percent to JPY 12.6
billion ($114 million), down for the first
time in seven months.

Middle East’s trade surplus with Japan
surged 39.3 percent to JPY 653.6 billion
($5.9 billion) last month, with Japan-bound
exports from the region jumping 33.5 per-
cent from a year earlier. Crude oil, refined
products, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and

other natural resources, which accounted
for 94.7 percent of the region’s total
exports to Japan, inflated 33.7 percent.

The region’s overall imports from Japan
expanded 15.0 percent, buoyed by strong
shipments of cars and machinery. Japan’s
global trade balance returned to deficit in
May, as higher energy cost pushed up
import bills despite a pickup in exports,
posting the first trade red ink in three
months at JPY 578.3 billion ($5.2 billion).

Exports of the world’s third-biggest
economy rose 8.1 percent, thanks to
increased shipment of automobiles,
semiconductor-related equipment and
car parts. Imports grew 14.0 percent
due to higher crude oil import bill .
China remained Japan’s biggest trade
partner, followed by the US. The trade
data are measured on a customs-
cleared basis before adjustment for sea-
sonal factors. — KUNA

Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan
down 1st time in two months

Kuwait marks world day on desertification

Raafat Maisak


