
A fireman battles a blaze in a warehouse in Hawally.
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KUWAIT: A fire broke out on the second floor of a
nine-storey building in Khaitan, said security sources,
noting that Farwaniya firefighters rushed to the scene,
where they evacuated all tenants and controlled the fire
without reporting any casualties. 

Meanwhile, a huge fire broke out in the fodder mar-
ket in Rehaya. The fire spread over an area of over
1,000 sq m, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
said in a statement. Four fire brigades were dispatched
to the scene to control the fire.  

In the meantime, a limited fire broke out in the air-
conditioning of a patient’s room at Badriya Al-Ahmed
Center for chemotherapy and stem cell treatment, said
security sources, noting that firemen immediately
rushed to the scene where they found that the nursing
staff had already controlled the fire. No casualties were
reported. 

Another fire broke out in a warehouse in a building in
Hawally, said security sources, noting that Hawally and
Salmiya firefighters rushed to the scene and found the

warehouse was located over an area of 800 sq m in a
building of 10 floors and a basement. Firemen also found
that the warehouse had large quantities of utensils and
clothes that had been wrongly and unsafely stored. The
building was evacuated and firemen managed to prevent
the fire from spreading to the basement or adjacent
buildings. Three fire teams from Ardiya, Mangaf and
backup squad had to be dispatched to help. No casual-
ties were reported. An investigation is in progress to
determine the cause of the fire because the warehouse
lacked all safety precautions. 

Bootlegger arrested
An Asian man was arrested in Mishref for running a

homebrewed liquor factory, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that detectives were tipped off concern-
ing the suspect’s activity and on raiding his house, they
found 120 plastic barrels filled with alcohol, in addition
to six large metal barrels and 1,200 bottles and 300
plastic bags filled with liquor. The suspect admitted he is
trading in local liquor. A case was filed and further
investigations are in progress. 

String of fires reported
around Kuwait; no injuries

Bootlegger caught in Mishref ‘brewery’

KUWAIT: Smoke is seen coming out from an apartment in a Khaitan building. A firefighter battles a blaze in Rehaya during a heavy dust storm that hit Kuwait.

Barrels containing homebrewed liquor found recently in Mishref.

Trade Union
rejects calling
for strikes
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Trade
Union Federation (KTUF) Mohammed
Jamaan Al-Hudhainah denied plans to
stage any strikes, sit-ins or any rioting
which he said were called for by ‘fake
websites’, and stressed that none of
these sites are related to Kuwait’s trade
union movement. Hudhainah added that
the federation will not idly stand by and

will take all legal measures needed to
deter those responsible for calling to
spread chaos within the movement. 

Security guards
Health Ministry’s general services

manager Mohsen Al-Rasheedi
announced signing a contract with a
company to provide 783 security guards
for various medical facilities within
Ahmadi and Sabah medical zones.
Rasheedi added that the security guards
include 587 expats and 159 citizens con-
tracted to work as security supervisors.
Rasheedi added hiring female Kuwaitis
was a first-of-its-kind measure taken to
provide security at special sites allocated
for women only, such as maternity, psy-
chological diseases and Adan hospitals. 

Road tenders
suspended to
protect public fund

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works
Hosam Al-Roumi said the decision to sus-
pend new road tenders was made to pro-
tect public funds as well as to achieve
transparency, equality and freedom of
competition amongst bidders. Responding
to an inquiry by MP Mohammed Al-
Hadiya about the reasons behind the sus-
pension, Roumi explained that the meas-
ure was taken to ensure neutrality and
getting the best and least expensive bids.
He added that the measure will also pre-
vent any possible violation of public funds
in case an unqualified company executes
the tender according to the conditions
published in the official gazette.  

Furthermore, Roumi explained he
ordered suspending tenders number 260
and 261 because some of the qualified
bidders took part in the bidding according
to 2010 qualification conditions that were
amended in 2012. He also noted that some
companies were qualified according to the
2015 conditions, of which the Central
Tenders Committee (CTC) was not noti-
fied and they were not published in the
official gazette. 

Charity violations
Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor’s

(MSAL) assistant undersecretary for
social development Hana Al-Hajri
announced that ministry inspection teams
had detected 13 violations committed by
six charities during Ramadan. Hajri
explained that the violations included
unauthorized fundraising and collecting
clothes and food. She added that two
mosques were collecting cash donations
and that a female staff member in one of
the mosques prevented an inspector from
entering the mosque.  

Price control
Minister of Commerce and Industry

Khalid Al-Roudhan said that the ministry
is working on a system to monitor prices
electronically and to provide consumers
weekly with prices of around 500 items in
various outlets, adding that the measure

will be taken to prevent unjustified prices
and to create competitiveness. Roudhan
added that 30 inspection teams are
inspecting various outlets in co-ops and
supermarkets all over Kuwait, and said the
teams had closed 63 stores for violating
ministry laws. 

Allowances
The Directorate General of Civil

Aviation (DGCA) is awaiting the Civil
Service Commission’s (CSC) approval to
pay 1,750 employees working in the traffic
control tower and the operation depart-
ment ‘noise allowance’, said informed
sources, noting that the approval is
expected within two weeks. The sources
added that once approved, the KD 100-
250 allowances will be deposited in the
employees’ bank accounts. 

In other news, CSC recently approved
the employment of 215 non-Kuwaitis in
nursing, pharmaceutical and other assist-
ing medical positions at the Ministry of
Health at a total cost of KD 1.82 million.
The decision includes the appointment of
40 nurses, 98 lab technicians, 28 para-
medics, 24 catering staff, eight pharma-
cists, seven physiotherapists, four radiolo-
gists, four hygiene inspectors and one in
both the speech and hearing and dental
departments. 

Environmental violations
Environment Public Authority (EPA)

Chairman Sheikh Abdullah Al-Ahmed Al-
Sabah issued a decision concerning con-
ciliation in environmental violations com-
mitted by individuals or institutes. The
decision included the following conditions: 

l Conciliation will be made upon an
official request by stakeholders. 

l The EPA general manager is entitled
to accept or reject conciliation according
to regulations or refer the request to the
concerned committee. 

l Conciliation requests will not be accept-
ed until a violator has removed the violations
and paid all the indemnifications specified in
article 174 of the environment law.  

l Relevant technical committees will
make sure the violations have been
removed and accordingly report to rele-
vant authorities to order issuing the
conciliation. 

l Once the above conditions and pro-
cedures are met, a conciliation report will
be made including an affidavit not to com-
mit any further environmental violations
and to respect the environment law.


