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News in brief
Nun wins stay

MANILA: An Australian nun ordered to leave the
Philippines after angering President Rodrigo
Duterte won a reprieve yesterday from imminent
deportation but is still subject to proceedings to
expel her. Sister Patricia Fox, 71, was briefly
detained in April after Duterte ordered her arrest,
accusing her of political activism that violated the
rules of her visa. The move came as the government
cracked down on foreign critics of his human rights
record. The immigration service had cancelled her
visa and directed Fox to leave the Philippines yester-
day, but the justice department nullified the order as
having no legal basis. “What the (immigration serv-
ice) did in this case is beyond what the law provides,
that is why it has to be struck down,” said a state-
ment from Justice Secretary Menardo Guevarra, who
oversees immigration matters. — AFP

Bikers’ gang banned 

THE HAGUE: Dutch judges yesterday banned a
national motorcycle club and seized all its assets,
ruling gang members had spread a culture of vio-
lence and criminal activities in the Netherlands.
“The court in The Hague has decided today that the
motorcycle club Satudarah is banned with immedi-
ate effect,” the judges said in their ruling.  The ban
includes not just Satudarah, but also its fan club,
and affiliate Supportcrew 999. The judges found
“the combination of numerous offences along with
its culture of violence means Satudarah’s activities
are contrary to public order”.  Its members “have
been involved for many years in criminal activities
including violence against other motorcycle clubs,
manufacturing and trafficking in narcotics, the ille-
gal possession of weapons and extortion”.  —AFP 

‘Forcibly kissing’ case 

HELSINKI: A Helsinki court yesterday found a law-
maker guilty of sexually assaulting and harassing a
female member of parliament by “forcibly kissing”
her after a Christmas party, media reported. Teuvo
Hakkarainen, a member of the anti-immigration
Finns Party, was fined 3,060 euros ($3,555). He
kissed Veera Ruoho, a member of the
Conservatives, at a cafe in the parliament building
after attending parliament’s Christmas party in
December 2017. The court also ordered
Hakkarainen to pay Ruoho 1,400 euros in damages.
Ruoho hailed the conviction and called the trial
“necessary”.  “Things like this should not be
silenced and should not be tolerated,” she told
Finnish news agency STT. Hakkarainen, who told
the court he had only vague memories of the
evening because he was inebriated, admitted having
kissed Ruoho against her will.  — AFP 

Van kills 1 at festival

AMSTERDAM: A van struck four people at the
Netherlands’ largest music festival in the early
hours of yesterday, killing one of them and injuring
the others before driving off, police said. Officers
said it was not clear whether the van driver, who
later turned himself in to the police, had hit the
group at the Pinkpop event intentionally or by acci-
dent. Prosecutor Daniele Weymar said at a press
conference the suspect, a 34-year-old Dutchman
from the city of Heerlen, not far from the concert,
had called police himself and was taken into cus-
tody in Amsterdam, 220 km to the north. The vic-
tims, three men and a woman, were all from either
Heerlen or neighboring Landgraaf, where the con-
cert took place.  The fatal victim was a 35-year-old
man from Heerlen.— AFP 

Afghan peace marchers arrive in 
Kabul as Taleban resumes attacks 

Militants end an unprecedented ceasefire
KABUL: Dozens of peace protesters arrived in Kabul
yesterday after walking hundreds of kilometers across
war-battered Afghanistan, as the Taleban ended an
unprecedented ceasefire and resumed attacks in several
parts of the country. Exhausted after their 700-kilometre
38-day trek, most of it during the Islamic fasting month of
Ramadan, the marchers walked double file through the
Afghan capital shouting “We want peace!” and “Stop
fighting!” “We want our people to stay united for peace
and get rid of this misery for the next generation,”
Mohammad Naikzad, one of the marchers, told Tolo
News.  “I am calling on both sides-the government and
the Taleban-for God’s sake... find a way for peace and
reconciliation.”

Fellow peace marcher Karwan also urged both the par-
ties to work together to “bring lasting security in this
country”. “Enough blood has been shed. So many people
have been martyred in this ongoing conflict,” he told Tolo
News. The Taleban refused to extend their three-day
ceasefire beyond Sunday night despite pressure from
ordinary people, the government and the international
community. Their fighters attacked security forces in the
eastern provinces of Nangarhar, Kunar and Laghman, and
in the southern provinces of Helmand and Kandahar, offi-
cials said. There were few details on casualties.

The governor of Ghani Khel district in Nangarhar was
shot dead and his bodyguard wounded yesterday, provin-
cial governor spokesman Attaullah Khogyani said, blaming
the Taleban. Defense ministry spokesman Mohammad
Radmanesh said there had been fighting in nine provinces
since the end of the Taleban’s ceasefire, with 12 soldiers
killed or wounded. Around 2,500 Taleban fighters entered
Kabul during the three-day ceasefire and most had
refused to return to the battlefield, Radmanesh said.  “They
are tired of war and have given up fighting, but our securi-

ty and defense forces are ready to prevent and respond to
any threat,” he added. 

War-weary
The peace march, believed to be the first of its kind in

Afghanistan, grew out of a sit-in protest and hunger strike
in Lashkar Gah, the capital of the southern province of
Helmand which is a Taleban stronghold.  That demonstra-
tion, which began spontaneously after a car bomb attack
in the city on March 23, triggered similar movements by
war-weary Afghans nationwide.  But when the Taleban and
security forces failed to heed their demands to stop fight-
ing, some protesters decided to take their message direct-
ly to the country’s top leaders.

Initially ridiculed for their plan to walk from Helmand to
Kabul, the marchers now enjoy strong public support.
They are calling for an extended ceasefire, peace talks and
a timetable for the withdrawal of foreign troops from
Afghanistan-which is also a key demand of the Taleban.
The Taleban announced Sunday they would not extend
their ceasefire with Afghan police and troops despite
describing the truce as “successful” and a demonstration
that the militants were united. “The mujahedeen across the
country are ordered to continue their operations against
the foreign invaders and their domestic stooges as usual,”
the group said in a statement. The group also repeated its
demand for direct talks with the United States and the
withdrawal of foreign forces. 

The first formal nationwide ceasefire since the 2001
US-led invasion had sparked extraordinary scenes of
Taleban fighters, security forces and civilians happily cele-
brating the Eid Al-Fitr holiday together. But the jubilation
appeared to alarm Taleban leaders, who on Sunday
ordered their fighters to stay at their posts or in areas
under their control. Some people took to social media to

express disappointment and anger at the Taleban’s refusal
to extend the truce. “Once again, they have shown that
they love shedding the blood of innocent Afghans,”

Madena Momad wrote on Facebook. Another user wrote:
“The Taleban have no respect for the norms and lives of
Afghan people.”— AFP 

When it comes to 
North Korea, no 
one puts Beijing 
in a corner 
BEIJING: China may not have been at the
table for Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un’s
historic summit, but it still scored a strate-
gic victory and sent out a clear message:
no one puts Beijing in the corner. Just
months earlier, it seemed as though the US
might cut China out of its negotiations with
the North altogether, as direct contact was
established between Pyongyang and
Washington. But Beijing was not about to
allow itself to be left out of the action on
the Korean peninsula, where it has long
claimed security and economic interests,
and Chinese officials moved quickly to
remind both the US and North Korea that
Beijing was indispensable.

And after the summit, when Trump
made the shock announcement that the US
would stop its massive war games with
South Korea-a longtime Chinese goal-it
was clear that Beijing had made its mark on
the proceedings.  The dramatic turnaround
was further cemented when US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo rushed to the
Chinese capital to brief President Xi
Jinping and other top leaders on the
Trump-Kim meeting.

“The results of the Singapore Summit
are basically in line with China’s expecta-
tions,” said Wu Xinbo, an expert on inter-
national relations at Shanghai’s Fudan
University. “The complete denuclearization
of the peninsula and the establishment of a
peace mechanism for the peninsula are
consistent with China’s constant claims.”

That outcome made China “the strategic
winner of the summit,” according to one
western diplomat, who asked for anonymi-
ty to discuss the sensitive subject.
Previously, “they would never have
dreamed of Trump halting the joint maneu-
vers with South Korea and mentioning
possibly withdrawing troops from the
South in the future.”

Back in the game
Beijing’s influence on the summit’s out-

come was far from a foregone conclusion.
For years, China has propped up the North
Korean economy in the face of internation-
al pressure, worried about a possible col-
lapse of the Kim regime, which it sees as a
strategic buffer against the US military
presence in South Korea. But Beijing could
not ignore Pyongyang’s repeated nuclear
and missile tests last year, and chose to
support UN sanctions-cutting off the flow
of coal, textiles, and other goods from
North Korea. With those concessions in
hand, the US seemed intent on moving
ahead without Beijing.  And when Trump
announced in March his plan to meet Kim,
it looked like Washington was planning to
cut out the middleman and make a deal
directly with Kim. But China scrambled to
put itself back in the game.

After years of being persona non grata,
Kim suddenly made his first state visit to
Beijing, closely followed by a second meet-
ing with Xi in the Chinese port city of
Dalian. Up to that point, the North “really
did not prioritize the ending of exercises
by the US and South Korea,” said Bonnie
Glaser, senior Asia advisor at Washington’s
Center for Strategic and International
Studies.  “And then Xi Jinping met with
Kim in Dalian and all of a sudden, we had
an about face by the North Koreans.”

The Dalian meeting last month was the
second time the two leaders met in six

weeks, following Kim’s trip to Beijing. “The
whole thing looks to be not just a win for
Kim, but also very much a win for Xi
Jinping,” she added. “The Chinese have
long believed that if they could actually
dislodge US troops from the region that
would be the key to eliminating or severely
diminishing US influence in the region and
accelerating the creation of a more China-
centric region.”

‘Enormous power’ 
Following the Singapore summit, China

has made it clear it intends to play a leading
role in the negotiations, couching that insis-
tence in diplomatic offers to lend its assis-
tance. The US likely has no choice but to
play along. “Ultimately, if there is to be a
successful settlement between the US and
(North) Korea, China has to be involved,”

said Charlie Parton, a former British diplo-
mat in China now working at the UK-based
think tank Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI). “You can’t ignore an enormous
power with a land border and a determina-
tion to make North Korea its business.”

Wu agreed: “Without China’s support,
North Korea cannot safely promote denu-
clearization and can’t smoothly transfer the
country’s focus to economic development.”
Now that China has successfully brought
itself back into the negotiations, it could
use its position for leverage in other areas
of its relationship with the US, he said. “We
hope to treat political issues and economic
issues separately, but if China and the US
really open up a trade war, it will have an
impact on the entire Sino-US relationship,
including future Sino-US relations on the
North Korea issue,” Parton warned. —AFP

PANMUNJOM: South Korea’s chief delegate Jeon Choong-ryul (right) shakes
hands with his North Korean counterpart Won Kil U during their athletic talks at
the south side of the truce village of Panmunjom in the Demilitarized zone
(DMZ) dividing the two Koreas. — AFP 

KABUL: Afghan peace activists march in demand to an end to the war from Helmand as they arrive in Kabul yester-
day. Dozens of peace protesters arrived in Kabul yesterday after walking hundreds of kilometers across war-battered
Afghanistan, as the Taleban ended an unprecedented ceasefire and resumed attacks in parts of the country. —AFP

US farmers stressed, 
angry at trade wars
NEW YORK: US farmers find themselves in the crosshairs of
a trade war with China and others launched by President
Donald Trump, who was elected with the support of many in
rural America. On Friday, Trump announced long-threatened
trade tariffs on tens of billions of dollars worth of Chinese
goods, sparking an immediate retaliation from Beijing on an
equivalent of US products including agricultural goods,
notably soy. “For American farmers, this isn’t theoretical any-
more, it’s downright scary,” the Farmers for Free Trade lobby-
ing group said of the prospects for escalating tariffs. 

“It’s no longer a negotiating tactic, it’s a tax on their liveli-
hoods.” China is the largest buyer of soy beans, buying $12
billion in 2017, about 30 percent of the US harvest.  “We were
already in a depressed market. These trade uncertainties add
a lot of stress to this situation,” said Jamie Beyer, a farmer in
Wheaton, Minnesota who grows soybean, corn, sugar beets,
wheat and alfalfa. “We feel these tariffs are very damaging to
our agricultural economy.” Farmers are the most at risk in this
trade battle, as their incomes already were falling, declining
by around 50 percent since 2013, and this year expected to
reach the lowest level since 2006.

Easy target 
The sector already was shaken up by the difficult negotia-

tions on the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
with Canada and Mexico, two major importers of agricultural
products. On her family farm in Oklahoma, Hope Pjesky raises
cattle and grows winter wheat, and says she is “very nervous”
about recent developments.  

“Unfortunately, agriculture seems to be the industry that
they hit back on when there is retaliation. I just wish there were
a better way to go about addressing that issue,” she said.  That
is according to plan, since US trading partners have singled out
American products from states strongly supportive of Trump,
in hopes of increasing the pressure on him to reconsider.But
Pjesky noted that “there are a lot of people who voted for him
that still have faith that it is just going to end up well.” 

It is difficult to quantify the precise cost of Chinese sanctions,
but Missouri corn and soybean farmer Blake Hurst said he
already is seeing an impact on prices. The weather remains the
main factor influencing the price of corn, wheat, soybeans and
cotton, but the threat of renewed tensions between Beijing and
Washington hit the market hard this week and the soybean price
fell by more than six percent. “It will affect our profitability” and
cut the number of acres cultivated, he said.

Trump support 
Roger Johnson, who leads the country’s second

largest agricultural union, the National Farmers Union,
said the group supports the White House goal of reduc-
ing the US trade deficit. 

“But our organization grows increasingly concerned
that this administration does not have a plan to ensure
family farmers and ranchers aren’t thrown under the bus
for the sake of these goals,” he said. Even so, few blame
Trump directly. Hurst said many in Missouri are still will-
ing to give him the benefit of the doubt. But, he cau-
tioned, “if we don’t see any success, then patience will
wear thin.”— AFP 

ILLINOIS: Farmer John Duffy loads soybeans from his grain bin onto a truck before taking them to a grain elevator in
Dwight, Illinois. US soybean futures have plunged with renewed fears that China could hit US soybeans with retaliato-
ry tariffs. —AFP 


