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Crown Prince receives senior state officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf also received His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince received retired Lieutenant General Ali Mohammad Al-Momen, as well as Sheikh Ali Jaber Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah returned home
Tuesday from Germany where he par-
ticipated as a guest of honor in the 21st
Arab-German Economic Forum.

Before leaving Germany, His
Highness the Prime Minister visited in
the hospital  First  Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
who underwent a successful surgery to
remove a tumor in his lung. His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
wished Sheikh Nasser good health and
safe return back home. His Highness the
Prime Minister was received at the air-
port by Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Jarrah
Al-Sabah, Deputy Premier and Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh, Sheikhs, Ministers and senior
state officials.

Gratitude
Meanwhile, Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-

Ahmad yesterday cabled Bahraini Prime
Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al-
Khalifa, expressing gratitude for inquir-
ing about his wellbeing. Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad appreciated
Prince Khalifa’s message in which he
expressed brotherly sentiments and sin-
cere compassion following the success-
ful surgery he underwent. Sheikh
Nasser, in the cable released by the
Ministry of Defense, expressed good
wishes to Prince Khalifa, his country
and people.

On Tuesday, the ministry announced
that Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad
had undergone a successful lung sur-
gery abroad. The minister has to stay at
hospital for a few days, followed by a
period of convalescence before return-
ing to the country. The successful sur-
gery was conducted to remove a lung
tumor. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah returns home from Germany on Tuesday night. — KUNA

LONDON: The United Kingdom and the State of
Kuwait inked yesterday a task blueprint for the Joint
Guidance Committee, primarily aimed at effecting all
previously signed agreements between the two
countries. The plan, valid throughout the coming six
months, covers activating the memorandum of under-
standing on cyber security, signed during the com-
mission 10th session, held in London in July last year,
for backing Kuwait’s national information security
strategy.

The joint action plan was co-signed by Kuwaiti
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and
British State Minister for the Middle East and North
Africa Alistair Burt. It was inked after the 12th meeting
of the joint guidance team; during which cooperation
in various sectors was discussed.

The two sides, during the current session,
addressed means for elevating cooperation to the lev-
el of the distinguished Kuwaiti-British ties, according
to a joint statement.  At the political level, the Kuwaiti
and British officials agreed on increasing reciprocal
visits by Kuwaiti and British leaders to the two coun-
tries, pursuing coordination for settling global and
regional struggles.

The coordination will be boosted, particularly dur-
ing Kuwait’s mandate as a non-permanent member of
the United Nations Security Council In the economic
field, they affirmed necessity of increasing trade
exchanges, stimulating mutual investments and holding
exhibitions in the two countries. Moreover, Kuwait will
study the British experience in privatizing the public
sector. On the military front, the Kuwaiti-British state-
ment called for employing British expertise to upgrade
Kuwait Army’s capabilities.

In Security, they addressed cooperation between
British and Kuwaiti apparatuses, particularly on immi-
gration, aviation security, combating terrorism and
cyber security. Furthermore, they agreed on enhanc-
ing cooperation between Kuwaiti and British universi-
ties and academic institutions, furnishing Kuwaiti stu-
dents with scholarships with more facilities in the UK.
Additionally, they will increase cooperation for boost-
ing quality standardization systems in academic pro-
grams, expertise swap and courses for cadres special-
ized in running museums and exhibitions.

At another level, the British and Kuwaiti sides dis-
cussed holding workshops in the field of sciences and
examined means for better management of Kuwaiti
medical facilities.  The statement added that they also
agreed to continue providing facilities to the Kuwaiti
patients and their companions in the UK.

The 13th session will be held in Kuwait later this
year. The signing ceremony, held at the British Royal
Air Force Museum, coincided with new expansion of
the facility with funding from Kuwait, amounting to
five million sterling pounds ($6.6 million).

‘Deal of the century’
Meanwhile, Jarallah affirmed Kuwait’s political and

financial support at the government and public levels
for the Palestinian people and leadership.  Speaking

after co-signing the joint task plan, Jarallah said he
held talks with Minister Burt on the Middle East peace
process, including the reported ‘deal of the century’.
Media have been abuzz with rhetoric about the said
aspired deal, indicating at some American ideas to
settle the protracted conflict. However, there has been
no official word about it from the stakeholders.

The State of Kuwait stance toward the Palestinian
issue, which he described as the “Arabs’ top cause,”
needs not to be reiterated at all. “Our stand (in this
regard) at the Security Council is clear and embodied
with continuing support and coordination with our
brothers .. (advocates) of the cause.”

This cause must be resolved on basis of the inter-
national legitimacy (resolutions) and the Arab peace
initiative as well as recognizing East Jerusalem as cap-
ital of the State of Palestine, the Deputy Foreign
Minister said. On regional files, he said the talks
touched on the Gulf dispute, conditions in Yemen,
Syria, Iran-Gulf ties in light of the US withdrawal from
the nuclear deal.  Turning to the joint group meetings,
he lauded works’ results of the group which meets in
Kuwait and Britain on rotating basis every six months,
noting that its tasks address interests of Kuwaiti citi-
zens, particularly those who come to England for
studies or medical treatment. Moreover, it deals with
Kuwait’s higher interests, namely London’s commit-
ment to its security and stability.  Shedding light on
the historic Kuwaiti-British relations, he noted that in
1920, Britain dispatched the first batch of arms to the
Gulf to defend the State of Kuwait in line with an
agreement to protect it.

Jarallah, who co-signed the plan at a ceremony held
at the British Royal Air Force Museum, said he was
told by officials at the museum that Kuwait donated a
military aircraft to Britain in 1940 to use it in the sec-
ond world war. “We are relieved for the cooperation
with Britain, which is a faithful ally, committed to the

(Gulf) region security and stability,” he said.
Meanwhile, Burt said that the Gulf crisis “has start-

ed to impose an atmosphere of great challenges,” re-
affirming London’s unwavering obligation to the Gulf
stability. He reiterated the British Government support
for the Kuwaiti mediation to resolve the crisis-under
leadership of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Minister Burt affirmed significance of the British
relations with the friendly and allied Gulf states,
adding that the bonds with Kuwait constitute the
foundation of London’s relations with these coun-
tries. Cooperation between London and Kuwait has
risen to higher levels, particularly with respect of
consultations on regional and international causes,
Burt elaborated.

12th meeting 
On Tuesday, Jarallah met with the Kuwaiti teams

participating in the 12th meeting of UK-Kuwait Joint
Steering Group. During the meeting, the Kuwaiti and
British sides reviewed results of the meeting held ear-
lier during the day.

Jarallah praised the efforts exerted by the various
teams in their respective fields within the framework
of the Joint Steering Group, and the results which
will contribute to strengthening Kuwaiti-British rela-
tions and achieving the interests of both countries in
all fields.

The UK-Kuwait Joint Steering Group was formed
during His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s visit to London in 2012. The
group is headed by Jarallah while the British side is
headed by Secretary of State for East and North
Africa Alistair Burt. The group’s membership includes
a number of Kuwaiti and British state ministries and
bodies. It holds its meetings alternately in Kuwait and
London. — KUNA
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News in brief

Envoy congratulates minister
KUWAIT: On behalf of
the Palestinian commu-
nity in Kuwait,
Palestinian Ambassador
to Kuwait Rami
Tahboub expressed
congratulations to the
First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Nasser
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah on the successful
surgery he recently
underwent. Tahboub
also expressed hopes
that Sheikh Nasser
would return home safely and in good health. 

Kuwaiti envoy meets Iraq’s VP
BAGHDAD: Kuwait’s Ambassador in Baghdad Salem
Al-Zamanan held talks Tuesday with Iraq’s Vice-
President Nouri Al-Maliki on political developments
in Iraq. Speaking following the meeting, Al-Zamanan
said they also discussed regional and international
political developments. He said they talked about
means of boosting bilateral relations and coopera-
tion. Maliki’s office said in a statement the vice-
president commended Kuwait for hosting an inter-
national conference for the reconstruction of Iraq,
during which participants pledged up to $30 billion.
Maliki meanwhile he supported coalition between
political parties. —KUNA

Knowledge-based economy
BEIRUT: A knowledge-based economy has turned
into a strategic choice to keep up with the meteoric
rise of digital technology, a Kuwaiti official said
yesterday. The principles of a knowledge-based
economy form the basis of Kuwait’s development
plan, the secretary general of the country’s
Supreme Council for Planning and Development
(SCPD) Dr Khaled Medhi said on the sidelines of
the 30th session of the United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for West Asia (ESCWA).
“We have shared in this meeting some of Kuwait’s
efforts to meet its 2030 sustained development
goals,” he said, emphasizing that a digital economy
is more likely create better opportunities for
employment. — KUNA

Rami Tahboub

LONDON: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with the Kuwaiti teams participating in the
12th meeting of UK-Kuwait Joint Steering Group. — KUNA

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has welcomed
Afghanistan’s announcement of parliamentary
elections to be held on October 20, 2018. Kuwait
also commends progress in the preparation for
the election, despite the security incidents in
some provinces, Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador Mansour
Al-Otaibi said Tuesday at a special UN Security
Council session on the latest developments in
Afghanistan.

He noted that for the first time since 2003,
voters had been registered, a process conducted
within a national election campaign that featured
the distribution of smart national identity cards
and voting lists that were linked to polling sta-
tions - efforts that demonstrated a genuine desire
to achieve ‘something tangible’.

Ambassador Otaibi hoped the elections would
allow political parties and chieftains to create
coalitions that reduced tensions. Expressing con-
cern over the 5,675 security incidents between 15
February and 15 May, he argued that such acts
sought to delay the elections.  He urged Afghan
authorities to continue to fight those elements.
Some 75,000 people had been displaced due to
armed conflict in 2018 and he expressed concern
over 11 attacks against schools and the unabated
Taliban violence that had led to many school
closings.

Urging all parties to participate in a diplomatic
solution, the only way to achieve peace and secu-
rity, he also welcomed the joint Afghanistan-
Pakistan action plan for peace and solidarity,
encouraging more regional cooperation in that
context. — KUNA

Kuwait welcomes
Afghanistan’s plan
to hold elections


