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As migration row 
flares, Merkel’s 
enemies smell blood
BERLIN: Almost three years after German Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s fateful welcome to a million migrants, her
boldest move has come back to haunt her, with opponents
at home and abroad smelling blood. US President Donald
Trump, always an uneasy partner, openly attacked Merkel
on immigration last week, declaring on Twitter that “the
people of Germany are turning against their leadership”.
Now, as Merkel heads into a crucial EU summit starting
Thursday, she must fight for solutions to the flashpoint issue
to resolve a deep political crisis threatening her at home.

The far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) has long
chanted “Merkel must go”, but now her traditional allies the
conservative Bavarian CSU are flirting with the same idea.
The open challenge against Merkel is led by CSU boss and
Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, who has cultivated ties
with anti-immigration hardliners in Austria, Hungary and
Italy. Seehofer has threatened to defy Merkel and order
border police from next week to turn back asylum seekers
already registered in other EU countries-unless Merkel
reaches an agreement on how to handle them with other
member states.

Such open defiance would give Merkel little choice but
to fire Seehofer, likely sparking a split between her CDU
and the CSU that would cost the chancellor the  wafer-thin
governing majority she stitched together after a much
weaker than expected performance in September elec-
tions.Merkel, having long ago moved her CDU party to the
political centre, now faces “a putsch from the right”, said a
leader of the far-left Die Linke party, Bernd Riexinger,
watching the spectacle from the sidelines. Another gleeful
onlooker, Christian Lindner of the Free Democrats, pointed to
Merkel’s “dramatic loss of authority”, while also accusing the
CSU of “holding hostage an entire continent”. Amid growing
fears of a government collapse, the CDU and CSU have toned
down their rhetoric and on Tuesday both stressed their “com-
mon destiny”-but the core issue remained unresolved after
four hours of late-night talks. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: A US judge has ordered that migrant families
separated at the border with Mexico under President Donald
Trump’s “zero tolerance” policy be reunited within 30 days.
For children under five, reunification must take place within
two weeks of the order issued Tuesday by US District Judge
Dana Sabraw in San Diego. Sabraw made the sternly worded
decision in response to a suit filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union on behalf of a seven-year-old girl who was
separated from her Congolese mother and a 14-year-old boy
who was separated from his Brazilian mother.

The judge also issued an injunction against any more family
separations, which was part of a policy under which anyone
crossing the border illegally is detained and referred for crimi-
nal prosecution. US federal
authorities have 10 days to
allow parents to call their chil-
dren if they are not already in
touch with them, the judge said.
Trump last week signed an
executive order halting his
government’s practice of taking
children away from parents
who cross the border without
papers, even to seek asylum.
Many are destitute people flee-
ing gang violence and other
turmoil in Central America.

It was a rare retreat for Trump, who has made fighting
immigration-both illegal and legal-one of the most sacred
mantras of his fiercely US-centered policy agenda. But the
order made no specific provisions for families already separat-
ed under the policy, which sparked heated criticism in America
and worldwide as inhumane and even a form of child abuse.
More than 2,000 children taken from their families remain
under the care of federal authorities. Some are just toddlers, or
even infants.

The ACLU argued that the administration has no real plan
for reuniting families. Every night small children “are crying
themselves to sleep wondering if they will ever see their par-

ents again,” said ACLU lawyer Lee Gelernt. Now, the policy of
detaining parents who cross illegally with children has been
suspended, with authorities saying that among other factors
they do not have space for all the families coming over from
Mexico. Judge Sabraw was scathing in his criticism of the
Trump policy of taking children away from their parents.

“The facts set forth before the court portray reactive gov-
ernance-responses to address a chaotic circumstance of the
government’s own making,” Sabraw wrote in the 24-page rul-
ing. “They belie measured and ordered governance, which is
central to the concept of due process enshrined in our
Constitution,” the judge added. The attorneys-general of 18
mainly Democratic states also filed a lawsuit Tuesday chal-

lenging the Trump family sepa-
ration policy.

Separation inhumane
They argued that Trump’s

order halting the practice has so
many caveats it is meaningless.
It calls for money to be appro-
priated to reunite families but
does not say how much or by
when, and depends on a judge
allowing indefinite detention of
children, the officials wrote.
“Keeping children separated

from their parents is inhumane, unconscionable and illegal-and
we’re filing suit to stop it,” wrote Attorney General Barbara
Underwood of New York. Some 200 protesters turned out in
Los Angeles to protest a visit by US Attorney General Jeff
Sessions, one of the most visible faces of the Trump border
control policy.

Around 20 were arrested after defying police orders to
disperse. Trump did score a big win on immigration Tuesday,
however, as the US Supreme Court upheld the latest version of
his travel ban targeting people from some Muslim-majority
countries. By a 5-4 vote, the court’s conservative majority said
Trump was within his legal authority as president to issue such

a ban. Trump pounced on the decision as an endorsement of
his authority to defend national security and “a tremendous
success and victory for the American people.”

Immigration has been among the thorniest issue in
American politics for decades, with Congress repeatedly fail-
ing to pass comprehensive reforms. The House of
Representatives intends to vote Wednesday on a broad immi-

gration bill that ends family separations, but passage is in
doubt. Should the bill fail, it would be a dramatic embarrass-
ment for Trump’s party. Hannah Hanmer, who was protesting
with her baby in Los Angeles, said she was angry the govern-
ment was trying “to remove human dignity from immigrants”
arriving with children. “I want to be one of the people who
said no,” the 26-year-old said. —AFP
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EU’s Tusk warns 
time is short to 
beat populists
BRUSSELS: EU leaders are running out
of time to reassure their citizens the
European Union can control migration
before authoritarian politicians win the
high-stakes debate, the bloc’s president
Donald Tusk warned yesterday. In a let-
ter inviting the leaders to the EU summit
starting today, Tusk proposed new steps
to bolster external borders, including
setting up migrant reception centers in
north Africa.

“More and more people are starting
to believe that only strong-handed
authority, anti-European and anti-liber-
al in spirit, with a tendency towards
overt authoritarianism, is capable of
stopping the wave of illegal migration,”
Tusk said. “If people believe them, that
only they can offer an effective solution
to the migration crisis, they will also
believe anything else they say,” Tusk
added. “The stakes are very high. And
time is short,” the European Council
president warned.

Tusk said the EU collectively reduced

illegal border crossings by 96 percent
from the peak of more than one million in
2015, when Europe faced its worst
migration crisis since World War II. In
order to bolster the external border, he
proposed the summit endorse “disem-
barkation platforms outside Europe” to
separate genuine refugees from eco-
nomic migrants, who can legally be sent
back to their home countries.

Break the business model
He said such platforms could help

“break the business model” of the smug-
glers by ensuring rescue ships do not
automatically take migrants to Europe,
their goal. EU officials say the platforms
could be set up with the help of UN
agencies in north African countries such
as Tunisia, although no formal proposal
has been made. Tusk also called for
increased cooperation with countries of
origin and transit, and in particular EU
support for the Libyan Coastguard.

His comments came after a German
charity rescue vessel was expected to
dock in Malta later yesterday following a
six-day standoff over which countries
would take in the more than 200 North
African migrants on board. Cooperation
deals with Libya and Turkey, the main
transit countries, have been credited
with having sharply reduced migration.

Tusk also invited the leaders to discuss
the threat to western unity posed by
Donald Trump, particularly after the G7
summit in Canada when he insulted host
Justin Trudeau and refused to sign a final
statement. 

“Despite our tireless efforts to keep
the unity of the West, transatlantic rela-

tions are under immense pressure due to
the policies of President Trump,” he
wrote. He said the “divisions go beyond
trade,” where Trump has imposed tariffs
on steel and aluminum. “While hoping
for the best, we must be ready to pre-
pare our union for worst-case scenar-
ios,” he warned. —AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May, right, talks with European Council President
Donald Tusk inside 10 Downing Street in central London at the start of their meeting. —AFP

IAA 45th World
Congress to be hosted
in Saint Petersburg 
in May 2020 
NEW YORK: The International Advertising Association,
Government of Saint Petersburg and IAA Russia
Chapter signed a definitive Agreement that confirmed
that the 45th IAA World Congress will be hosted in the
historic Saint Petersburg, one of most beautiful cities in
the world. 

The agreement between the three parties was signed
by IAA Chairman and World President Felix Tataru,
IAA Senior Vice President Srinivasan Swamy, Governor
of Saint Petersburg Georgy Poltavchenko and IAA
Russia Chapter President Boris Eremin, at the
Intercontinental Carlton Cannes hotel during the
Cannes Lions Festival of Creativity last week. A cham-
pagne reception was hosted by IAA Russia and St
Petersburg to celebrate this momentous occasion. 

The IAA World Congress, a world-renowned gath-
ering of leaders in the marketing communications
industry, is a forum of authoritative opinion, stimulation,
motivation, and exchange of ideas with industry leaders
of global standing. It is expected that over 1500 dele-
gates from marketing, advertising, media sectors from
across the globe would participate in this premier event
in St Petersburg. 

In officially announcing Saint Petersburg and IAA
Russia Chapter as the hosts of the 2020 IAA World
Congress, Felix Tataru, IAA Chairman and World
President said: “Ten years after the successful IAA
World Congress in Moscow, we are glad that we will
be organizing the 45th World Congress of IAA in
Saint Petersburg. As creativity is one of the key pri-
orities of IAA, we will be inspired by one of the most
creative and culturally rooted cities in the world. We
have already seen the warm hospitality of IAA Russia

during the Congress at Moscow in 2010, and I am
confident the 2020 Congress in Saint Petersburg will
set a new standard for st imulative intel lectual
exchange in our industry”. 

The Governor of  St  Petersburg, Georgy
Poltavchenko, expressed deep appreciation for the
opportunity to bring this important event to his city:
“Advertising is not merely a motor of commerce. It’s
the motor of business itself, acting as a catalyst of
market and economic life. Advertising catalyzes cre-
ativity in many forms. When the delegates of the
Congress meet in St. Petersburg their intent to create
something unique will be further encouraged by the
beauty of our city and our hospitality.” he said. 

IAA Russia Chapter President, Boris Eremin stat-
ed that “Since the very beginning IAA has been the
strategic platform for all advertising practitioners
comprising advertisers, agencies and media, be it at
the global, regional or the national level. IAA, as the
compass of the global communications industry will
help practitioners grasp the new trends in advertising

and help companies navigate to reach their business
goals. IAA Russia is honored to host our colleagues
from all over the world at the 45th World Congress
towards end of May 2020. The IAA compass pointed
this time to St. Petersburg, in a manner of speaking.” 

The IAA is proud to invite global delegates to
participate in the 45th IAA World Congress in Saint
Petersburg - a city of grandeur that has all the ingre-
dients to provide an unforgettable creative ambience
for delegates to experience high art, lavish architec-
ture, vibrant nightlife, and an extraordinary history
with rich cultural traditions that have inspired and
nurtured some of the modern world’s greatest litera-
ture, music, and visual art. 

This Congress will follow the 44th IAA World
Congress scheduled in Kochi, India from 20th to
22nd February 2019. The India Congress has an
interesting theme under the overall direction of
‘What’s coming next’  - Brand Dharma - where
brand’s righteousness and their higher purpose will
be discussed. 

Children are 
crying 

themselves 
to sleep

TEXAS:  In this file photo an immigrant from El Salvador and his 10-year-old son pass the time after
being released from detention through ‘catch and release’ immigration policy at a Catholic Charities
relief center in McAllen, Texas. —AFP

Spain sexual abuse 
victim speaks 
out for first time
MADRID: A young woman who was sexually abused by
five men in a lurid case that shook Spain spoke out for the
first time yesterday, calling on rape victims not to “stay
silent”. “Tell a friend, a relative, the police, in a tweet, do it
as you wish, but tell it,” she wrote in an emotional letter
read out on a popular Spanish television program. “Do
not stay silent, because if you do, you are letting them
win. “Nobody has to go through this. No one has to
regret drinking, talking to people at a party, going home
alone or wearing a miniskirt.”

The five men, in their late twenties, were accused of
gang-raping the victim, then aged 18, at Pamplona’s bull-
running festival in July 2016. They videoed it on their
smartphones and bragged about it within their
WhatsApp group, calling themselves “The Pack”. The
men insist she consented and have only admitted to steal-
ing her mobile phone. 

In April, they were sentenced to nine years in jail for
sexual abuse but acquitted of the more serious crime of
sexual assault, which includes rape-a ruling that sparked
nationwide protests. More protests broke out last week
when they were released on bail pending an appeal by
prosecutors who say the sentence was too lenient. —AFP


