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SNIPPETS

YEKATERINBURG: Sweden thumped Mexico 3-0
yesterday, overpowering their opponents after a
scoreless first half in a result that means both teams
advance to the World Cup last 16 at the expense of
defending champions Germany.

Sweden finished top of Group F on goal differ-
ence, with both teams on six points ahead of
Germany and South Korea on three apiece, after the
champions went down 2-0 in a shock result in Kazan.
After pressing hard for most of the first half and
wasting numerous chances, Sweden finally found the
net when left-back Ludwig Augustinsson charged up
the field in the 50th minute and angled home a left-
footed volley. Twelve minutes later, captain Andreas
Granqvist kept his concentration in the face of deaf-
ening boos and whistles from the Mexican fans to
blast a penalty into the top left corner after Hector
Moreno had brought down Marcus Berg.

Mexico’s misery was complete when the ball
trickled in off the leg of Edson Alvarez for a tame
own goal on 74 minutes. The Mexicans were a shad-
ow of the team that had beaten Germany and South
Korea and had pundits speaking of them as potential
world champions.

Needing only a draw to be sure of advancing, they
somehow managed to reach the break on level terms
after surviving a Swedish aerial bombardment and a
VAR review. The game was packed with incident
from the opening whistle, with Mexican midfielder
Jesus Gallardo booked within seconds of the start for
misjudging an aerial challenge on Ola Toivonen.

The Swedes were guilty of wasteful finishing in
the opening 45 minutes, with Emil Forsberg in partic-
ular blazing several shots over the bar. Berg posed
repeated problems for the Mexican defence, first
flicking wide with his back to goal, and later firing a
well-struck shot that was acrobatically turned over
the bar by goalkeeper Guillermo Ochoa. On the
stroke of half-time, he fired into the side-netting after

a swift Swedish break from defence.
Mexico had an anxious moment when Javier

Hernandez appeared to use his arm to control the ball
in his penalty area, but after a VAR review the refer-
ee awarded a corner. But the Mexicans also threat-
ened several times to score.  Carlos Vela shot just
wide after a pass from Hirving Lozano, saw another
effort go over the bar and hit a third into the arms of
Robin Olsen.

Mexico pressed hard after falling behind, with
Javier Hernandez heading over from a corner and lat-

er firing a cross that flew perilously across the face of
the Swedish goal. Hector Herrera had a long range
shot fumbled, then saved by Robin Olsen, and Lozano
struck a low shot into the keeper’s arms in the final
frenetic minutes. Mexico’s desperation proved
unnecessary, however, as South Korea gave them a
helping hand to the last 16 with a stunning 2-0 win
over the holders Germany. But without an improve-
ment on this performance they risk falling once again
at the stage where they have been knocked out in the
last six World Cups. — Reuters

Swedes beat Mexico 3-0
but both through to last 16

Swedes guilty of wasteful finishing in opening 45 minutes

EKATERINBURG: Mexico’s defender Edson Alvarez (L) scores an own goal for 0-3  next to Sweden’s
forward Ola Toivonen during the Russia 2018 World Cup Group F football match between Mexico and
Sweden at the Ekaterinburg Arena in Ekaterinburg yesterday. —AFP

NIZNHY NOVGOROD: Switzerland kept politics
off the field and Costa Rica broke their World Cup
duck in a thrilling 2-2 draw yesterday that saw the
Europeans through to the next round of the World
Cup where they will face Sweden. 

Pre-match attention had focussed on Granit
Xhaka and Xherdan Shaqiri’s politicised “eagle”
celebrations in their last game, and Costa Rica
being the only team without a tournament goal.

But this time, the Swiss kept their focus purely
on their game and took a 31st minute lead when
forward Blerim Dzemaili blasted past Costa Rica
goalkeeper Keylor Navas from close range follow-
ing a nod down from Breel Embolo.

Already-eliminated Costa Rica twice hit the
woodwork in a frustrating opening 15 minutes of
missed chances at the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium
on the banks of the river Volga. 

But the Central Americans finally scored their
first goal in Russia when defender Kendall Waston
powered home Joel Campbell’s corner in the 56th
minute, triggering mass celebrations like they had
won the trophy.

Swiss substitute Josip Drmic drilled home his
team’s second in the 88th minute, before Bryan
Ruiz struck a stoppage time penalty that hit the
crossbar and went in off goalkeeper Yann
Sommer’s back.

There was a sour note for the Swiss, however,
when captain Stephan Lichtsteiner, who supplied
the cross for their first goal, took a second yellow

card, meaning he will miss the knockout clash with
Sweden on Tuesday in St Petersburg.

Despite their joy at scoring, Costa Rica’s tour-
nament has overall been a disappointment for their
legions of red-clad fans and a far cry from their
glorious 2014 run to the quarter-finals when they

lost on a penalty shootout. 
Switzerland, driven on by the inventive Shaqiri,

ended Group E as runners-up to Brazil, who beat
Serbia 2-0 to top the group. Both sides could have
won a free-flowing and open-ended game in Nizhny
Novgorod, with a flurry of late chances.  — Reuters
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for WCup 
knockouts, will 
play Sweden

NIZHNY NOVGOROD: Costa Rica’s defender Bryan Oviedo (L) vies for the ball with Switzerland’s
defender Stephan Lichtsteiner during the Russia 2018 World Cup Group E football match between
Switzerland and Costa Rica at the Nizhny Novgorod Stadium in Nizhny Novgorod yesterday. —AFP

SAMARA: Colombia’s James Rodriquez, the star
of the World Cup in Brazil four years ago, is once
again looking to showcase his skills at the show-
piece event and remind the world of his talent.
The 26-year-old, whose indifferent club per-
formances have seen him meander out of the
sport’s spotlight, looks to have hit form at just
the right time once more for his country.

After starting on the bench when not fully fit
in the 2-1 defeat by Japan, he was at his best in
the 3-0 win over Poland. With victory required
in Colombia’s f inal  Group H game against
Senegal in Samara today to guarantee a place in
the knockout rounds, the South Americans are
again pinning their hopes on the playmaker to
steer them into the last 16.

In a team with other quality attacking players,
including Radamel Falcao and Juan Cuadrado, it
is still Rodriquez who makes them tick and Los
Cafeteros were noticeably more threatening with
him in full flow against Poland.

Rodriquez’s scintillating form in Brazil four
years ago took Colombia to the quarter-finals,
secured him the Golden Boot and paved the way
for a 71.5 million euros ($82.97 million) move to
Spanish giants Real Madrid.

However, after three years in the Spanish cap-
ital, where Rodriquez failed to match the impact
of Gareth Bale or Cristiano Ronaldo, he was sent
out on loan to Bayern Munich, seemingly
unwanted by Real.

At Bayern, where he is on loan for two sea-
sons, Rodriquez struggled with form and fitness
initially but under coach Jupp Heynckes he has
flourished into a key member of the side that
secured their sixth consecutive Bundesliga title.

He now seems poised to make his mark once
again on football’s biggest stage.  His pass for
Cuadrado to  score Colombia ’s  th i rd  goal
against Poland was arguably the assist of the
tournament.

Rodriquez is something of a World Cup spe-
cialist, having scored six goals and claimed four
assists in seven games at finals, and will aim to
add to that tally against the Africans.

If he does deliver to take Colombia through to
the second round, the golden boy of four years
ago may feel he has the world at his feet once
again. — Reuters
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golden boy Rodriquez 
to be main man again
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