
MELBOURNE: Sebastian Vettel made full use of the
virtual safety car to sneak in front of Lewis Hamilton
and hold off the frustrated champion to win Formula
One’s season-opening Australian Grand Prix yesterday.

The Mercedes engine’s infamous ‘party mode’ that
delivered Hamilton a blistering pole lap on Saturday
could do little once Ferrari’s Vettel nosed ahead when
re-entering from pit-lane midway through the race at
Albert Park.

Pole-sitter Hamilton had
appeared set to coast to vic-
tory with a clear pace
advantage but the race
turned on its head with the
safety car, which was called
after Romain Grosjean’s Haas
failed and rolled to a stop at
turn two.

In another bonus for
Ferrari, Kimi Raikkonen fin-
ished third, fending off Red
Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo and
leaving the unlucky
Australian still searching for a first podium in his home
race. Four-times world champion Vettel claimed a 48th
overall win and his third in Melbourne following his vic-
tories at Albert Park last year and in 2011.

“It was needless to say we got a bit lucky with the
timing of the safety car,” the German, who had started
from third place and inherited the lead when Hamilton
and Raikkonen had pitted earlier in the race, told
reporters. “It’s not the easiest track to pass.”

For Hamilton, the result was a bitter pill to swallow
and had echoes of last year’s race. Vettel also managed
to re-enter in front of him from pit-lane in 2017 before

burning away to victory while the pole-sitting Briton
was blocked by traffic.

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff said his team had miscal-
culated the margin between the cars during the safety
car period. “We thought we had enough margin,” he
told the BBC. “It must have been a software bug in the
system that caused us to get it wrong. We are digging
deep now to understand where we had a problem.”

STILL BEMUSED
Hamilton, who cockily

spoke of “wiping the smile
off” Vettel’s face with his
pole lap on Saturday, battled
to keep positive. “Even now
I don’t understand what’s
happened,” the 33-year-old
told reporters. “I did every-
thing I believe I was sup-
posed to do.”

After the pit-lane set-
back, Hamilton drove hard to
reel in Vettel and battled

back after taking a slide at a corner that blew out the
lead to nearly three seconds. But he finally waved the
white flag in the closing laps to preserve the car for
future races.

Twice world champion Fernando Alonso finished
fifth for McLaren in the team’s first race with Renault
power, equalling their best result in three dreary years
with previous engine suppliers Honda.

Red Bull’s Dutch wunderkind Max Verstappen fin-
ished sixth after suffering a full 360-degree spin on the
10th lap that put him out of the running. Hamilton’s
team mate Valtteri Bottas finished eighth after starting

15th, having taken a five-place grid penalty for a gear-
box change after a heavy crash during qualifying.   

A weekend that begun brightly for Haas with a
strong qualifying turned sour during the race when
Grosjean and Kevin Magnussen ground to a halt in
quick succession before the halfway mark.

The team was fined 10,000 euros ($12,000) by

stewards after it emerged they had failed to secure
wheels properly on both cars during botched tyre-
changes when pitted. They were among five cars that
fai led to f inish the eventful  opener, including
Williams’ Russian debutant Sergey Sirotkin who
blamed a rogue plastic sandwich bag for destroying
the car’s brakes.  — Reuters
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victory from Lewis Hamilton

MELBOURNE: Ferrari’s German driver Sebastian Vettel celebrates winning the Formula One Australian Grand
Prix in Melbourne yesterday. — AFP

AUSTIN: Justin Thomas of the United States reacts to his shot from the sixth tee during his
semifinal round match against Bubba Watson of the United States in the World Golf
Championships-Dell Match Play at Austin Country Club yesterday in Austin, Texas. — AFP

Raikkonen claims podium for Ferrari

KSSC marks 
the end of 
shooting season
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Shooting Sports Club con-
cluded its 2017 - 2018 season with the tour-
nament of Late Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, under the patronage of
the President of Kuwait Directorate General
for Civil Aviation, Honorary President of
KSSC Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, in the presence of Deputy
Chairman of KSSC Mohammad Mustafa
Karam, Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi and
Board Members. Sheikh Salman handed the
winners of the skeet, trap, double trap, 10m
air pistol and rifle and archery. He also recog-
nized the shooters who made outstanding
results in the Fourth Arab Games in Sharqa in
February, and the Arab Championship in 10m
Air Pistol and Rifle in Sharm Al-Sheikh from
12-18/3 including Shooter Mariam Erzouqi,
Fatima Abdelmalek, Marina Al-Anjari, Zahraa
Al-Saffar, Hamad Al-Namshan, Ali Al-Mutairi,
and Saad Al-Ajmi.

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah was pleased with the tour-
nament’s success which marks the end of the
shooting season. He lauded the efforts of
Chairman and Board Members, as well as the
shooters achievements abroad.

Sheikh Salman congratulated Kuwait
shooters for maintaining the Kuwait achieve-
ments and wished them more success.

Meanwhile, Engineer Mohammad Al-
Ghurbs had earlier welcomed Sheikh Salman
Al-Humoud and lauded his efforts that con-
tributed to sending Kuwait shooting into Arab
and International horizons, as well as his
interest in the youth.

The results of the late Sheikh Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah Cup are as
follows:

Skeet Men:
Mansour Al-Rashidi, Abdelaziz Al-Saad,

Saud Habib.
Trap Men:
Khalid Al-Mudhaf, Fuhaid Al-Daihani,

Abdelrahmad Al-Faihan.
Double Trap Men:
Jarrah Al-Shuwaier, Saad Al-Mutairi,

Fahad Al-Mutairi.

Trap Women:
Shahad Al-Hawal, Sarah Al-Hawal, Asmaa

Al-Qatami.
Skeet Women:
Sheikha Al-Rashidi, Afrah Mohammad,

Eman Al-Shamma.
Air Pistol Men:
Ali Al-Mutairi, Hassan Al-Failakawi,

Othman Al-Failakawi.
Air Rifle Men:
Abdallah Al-Harby, Mohammad Adel,

Khalid Abdelsalam.
Air Pistol Women:
Israa Bahman, Amira Awadh, Huthama Al-

Baghly.

Air Rifle Women:
Mariam Erzouqi, Batool Ashkanani, Heba

Erzouqi.
50 Meter Rifle Prone Men:
Khalid Abdelsalam, Abdallah Al-Harby,

Khalid Al-Subaie.
50 Meter Pistol Men:
Saad Al-Ajmi, Hamad Al-Namshan, Ali Al-

Mutairi.
Archery - Men - Olympic:
Faisal Al-Sindi, Bader Saleh, Mohammad

Al-Hadher.
Archery - Compound - Men:
Abdallah Malallah, Salem Al-Saeed, Amer

Al-Hajiri.

Thomas to face
Watson with
No. 1 at stake
in WGC semis
AUSTIN: Justin Thomas won twice
on Saturday to move one triumph
from the world number one ranking
and into a semi-final against two-
time Masters champion Bubba
Watson at the WGC Match-Play
Championship.

Second seed Thomas, who won his
first major title at last August’s PGA
Championship, routed South Korean
Kim Si-woo 6&5 in the round of 16
and saw off fellow American Kyle
Stanley 2&1 in the quarter-finals at
Austin Country Club.

If he beats Watson, Thomas will
play in the afternoon for the crown
against the winner of the other semi-
final between Swede Alex Noren and
American Kevin Kisner. “All I can do
is go play the best I can,” Thomas
said. “(Bubba) has been showing
some really good form. He’s a really
great player. I have to hope he
doesn’t have a hot day.”

Watson, seeded 35th, edged
Brian Harman 2&1 in the round of 16
and ousted Thai land’s Kiradech
Aphibarnrat 5&3 in the quarter-
finals. “We were just trying to put
the ball in position, trying to give us
the best birdie chances. The pin
placements are in some tough spots
around here,” said Watson, whose
only other semi-final run ended in a
2011 loss to Germany’s Mart in
Kaymer.

Top-ranked Dustin Johnson
crashed out in group play to give the

number-one opportunity to Thomas,
who along with Noren were the only
group top seeds to advance. With the
start of the Masters looming on April
5 at Augusta National, Thomas could
join Tiger Woods and Jordan Spieth
in reaching world number one before
the age of 25.

Thomas is seeking his ninth career
PGA title and fourth in seven months
after wins at TPC Boston last
September, the CJ Cup in South
Korea last October and the Honda
Classic last month. Kisner thrashed
Ian Poulter 8&6 in the quarter-finals,
the most lopsided win ever so deep
into the event, after edging compatri-
ot Matt Kuchar 1 up.

Noren, seeking his first US PGA
victory, eliminated Patrick Reed 5&3
in the round of 16 and downed
Australian Cameron Smith 4&2 in the
quarter-finals. Thomas and Stanley
were all square after nine but Thomas
won the next three holes.

Stanley answered by winning 13
on an 11-foot birdie putt but they
halved the next four holes as
Thomas advanced. “I played well
today but didn’t get off to the same
start I had been getting,” Thomas
said. “I made a lot of key putts, par
savers, to keep me running
smoother on the back nine.

“I’ve just been trying to play my
game. I haven’t been trying to play
my opponent too much.”

Noren led Smith, the only debutant
in the last eight, after every hole.
Smith was 2-down when he missed a
six-foot birdie putt at the par-5 12th,
hurling his ball in frustration at miss-
ing a chance to close the gap. “I
played good in the beginning,” Noren
said. “In the middle of the round I had
a few hiccups. I was forunate a few
times. He burned the edges. It could
have gone either way and I stepped it
up at the end.” — AFP

Mercedes 
inquisition after
Ferrari win 
in Australia
MELBOURNE:  Mercedes said yesterday a
software glitch may have cost world champi-
on Lewis Hamilton victory after Sebastian
Vettel’s Ferrari won the Formula One season-
opening Australian Grand Prix.  Hamilton was
in control of yesterday’s race until Romain
Grosjean’s Haas stopped on track and officials
imposed a Virtual Safety Car (VSC), which
restricts the pace of the cars on track.

The VSC caused the field to slow while

Vettel, who was leading courtesy of
Hamilton’s earlier stop, was able to dive into
the pits for fresh tyres and lose less time than
under normal race conditions.  It meant Vettel
emerged from the pits marginally in front of a
startled Hamilton and held on to his advan-
tage to the chequered flag for his third
Australian GP victory. “What just happened
guys?” Hamilton queried his Mercedes team
over radio during the race. “Why didn’t you
tell me Vettel was in the pits?  “We thought
we were safe, but there’s obviously something
wrong,” the team replied.

“Did I do anything wrong? Should I have
gone faster?” Hamilton pressed further.
Mercedes team principal Toto Wolff said an
investigation would be needed to find out
what happened.

“It’s very hard to take because we had the
pace. For whatever reason, we need to find

out, we lost the win,” Wolff told Sky F1.  “We
thought we had about three seconds margin. I
don’t know what happened to them, we need
to ask the computers and that’s what we are
doing. Whether we had a software problem
somewhere, we need to fix it.  “I think the
problem is within our systems. I think we have
a bug somewhere that said 15 seconds is what
you need, we had 12, it should have been
enough but it wasn’t.”

Wolff said the lack of overtaking opportuni-
ties on the Albert Park street circuit also con-
tributed to the galling defeat. “Lewis was
attacking flat out but you can see the overtak-
ing is pretty bad here,” he said. “Even the
mega overtakers couldn’t make a pass. Lewis
had to give up because the tyres wouldn’t have
made it to the end.” Mercedes’ former world
champion Nico Rosberg said he was stag-
gered by the team’s software problems. — AFP


