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LOS ANGELES: James Harden paired a game-high 27
points with eight assists and Clint Capela produced a mon-
ster effort on both ends as the Houston Rockets extended
their winning streak to eight games with a 114-91 victory
over the New Orleans Pelicans on Saturday at Toyota
Center. Houston set a new franchise record with its 59th
win, besting the mark set by the 1993-94 NBA champions.
The Rockets have won 15 consecutive home games, the
second-longest streak in team history, and claimed the sea-
son series from the Pelicans by winning three of four games.
Harden surpassed 2,000 points on the season, the first
player in the league to do so this season. He has hit that
plateau in four consecutive campaigns and five times in six
seasons with Houston. Capela posted 18 points, 16
rebounds and a career-high-tying six blocks in an enter-
taining battle with Pelicans All-Star Anthony Davis, who
totaled 25 points, eight boards and four blocks.

76ers 120, Timberwolves 108
Rookie Ben Simmons recorded his 10th triple-double

with 15 points, 13 assists and 12 rebounds as Philadelphia
dominated the third quarter and defeated visiting
Minnesota. The 76ers won their sixth straight by outscoring
Minnesota 39-19 in the third quarter. They shot 55.6 per-
cent in the period while getting 13 assists and holding
Minnesota to 15.8 percent. Simmons had 10 points and five
assists in the third as Philadelphia totaled 33 assists. It was
the Sixers’ 24th straight game with at least 20 assists,
equaling the team record set during the 1992-93 season,
and their 20th game this season with at least 30 assists.

Lakers 100, Grizzlies 93
Rookie Kyle Kuzma scored 15 of his 25 points in the

fourth quarter as visiting Los Angeles beat Memphis.
Kuzma helped the Lakers halt a four-game losing streak by
posting his 21st game with at least 20 points, including his
third straight. He shot 5-of-6 in the final 12 minutes and 9-
of-21 overall while adding 10 rebounds. Andrew Harrison
had 20 points and Marc Gasol scored 18 for the Grizzlies,
who lost their fourth straight game and for the 23rd time in
24 games.

Hornets 102, Mavericks 98
Kemba Walker scored 24 points and made a pivotal steal

and Dwight Howard contributed 18 points and 23 rebounds
to help Charlotte defeat host Dallas. Jeremy Lamb added 14
points and Malik Monk scored 11 for the Hornets, who won
their third straight game. Charlotte posted a 62-52 rebound-
ing edge and hit 12 of 25 from 3-point range despite shoot-
ing just 38 percent overall. Dennis Smith Jr. scored 21 points
and Harrison Barnes added 18 but couldn’t prevent Dallas
from dropping its fifth straight game.

Pistons 117, Bulls 95
Anthony Tolliver scored a season-high 25 points, includ-

ing a career-best six 3-pointers, and Detroit had eight play-
ers in double figures while rolling past depleted Chicago in
Detroit. Tolliver, a reserve forward, had not scored more
than 20 points this season prior to his outburst. Andre
Drummond posted 15 points, 20 rebounds, four assists, four
steals and four blocks for Detroit, which has won three of its
last four games. Blake Griffin had 10 points and nine assists
while sitting out the fourth quarter in the lopsided win.

Magic 105, Suns 99
Aaron Gordon enjoyed a solid all-around game with 29

points, 11 rebounds, a career-best eight assists and three
steals to lead host Orlando past Phoenix. Nikola Vucevic
recorded 24 points and 11 rebounds for Orlando, which won
for just the fourth time in the past 19 games. D.J. Augustin had
15 points, 10 assists and nine rebounds, Mario Hezonja regis-
tered 14 points, eight rebounds and matched his season high
of four steals and Shelvin Mack scored 12 points.—Reuters
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HARARE: Afghanistan captain Asghar Stanikzai said his
side will head into next year’s World Cup aiming to lift
the trophy, after capping a remarkable recovery in
qualifying by thrashing the West Indies in yesterday’s
final. Both Afghanistan and West Indies had already
made sure of their places in the 2019 World Cup by
topping the 10-team qualifying tournament in
Zimbabwe. Mohammad Shahzad starred as the Afghans
laid down a marker ahead of the tournament in England
and Wales by romping to a seven-wicket win.

“This victory will give us the required boost to work
extremely hard over the next
14 months and like the other
nine sides, will arrive in
England and Wales firmly
believing we can win the
World Cup,” said Stanikzai.

Afghanistan had looked
set to miss out on a second
straight World Cup appear-
ance after slumping to three
straight defeats in the group
stage of qualifying, but
Sunday’s final win made it
five straight victories as they
qualified with help from results elsewhere.

“This is nothing but a miracle that we have won this
tournament,” added Stanikzai, whose team will also
play their maiden Test match against India in Bangalore
in June. “This is by far Afghanistan’s greatest victory.
Beating the mighty Windies in the final of a tournament
which is no less than a mini-World Cup, is something
like a dream come true for all of us.

“The boys have shown what they are capable of. If

we have come this far in 10 years, I leave it to you to
decide where we can be in the next 10 years.”

Leg-spin sensation Rashid Khan became the fastest
bowler ever to reach 100 one-day international wickets
as the Windies were bowled out for 204, before big-
hitting opener Shahzad smashed 84 as Afghanistan
knocked off the runs with 9.2 overs to spare.

“I’m proud of my boys. We came here to achieve a
target, and various boys put their hands up,” said
Windies skipper Jason Holder.

“We had a quick turnaround between games, but I’m
proud of them for sticking in.
Obviously disappointed not
to win this final but we had
some great performances
throughout. I want to thank
my team for their support.”
West Indies star Chris Gayle
capped a poor personal
tournament as he was dis-
missed for only 10 by 16-
year-old leg-spinner Mujeeb
Ur Rahman, who finished
with 4-43. Rovman Powell hit
44 as the two-time World

Cup winners recovered to at least pass 200.
Rashid, 19, dismissed Shai Hope to take his 100th

ODI wicket in only his 44th game, beating the previous
record held by Australia’s Mitchell Starc by eight
matches.

Shahzad played some remarkable shots in his 93-ball
innings, clubbing 11 fours and two sixes before holing
out to the part-time spin of Gayle. Rahmat Shah struck
an assured 11th ODI half-century as Afghanistan

cruised to victory.

Scores in brief:
West Indies 204 all out in 46.5 overs (Mujeeb Ur

Rahman 4-43).
Afghanistan 206-3 in 40.4 overs (Mohammad Shahzad
84, Rahmat Shah 51).  
Afghanistan won by seven wickets. —AFP
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The winning Afghanistan team after The ICC Cricket World Cup Qualifier match. 

AUCKLAND:  The fall of Joe Root’s wicket on the last
ball of day four yesterday left England calling for a hero
to salvage a draw in the first Test against New Zealand
in Auckland. England’s position at 132 for three, 237 in
arrears, revived memories of the cliffhanger Test the
last time the sides clashed here in Auckland five years
ago, when the match went down to the final ball. 

On that day in 2013 at Eden Park England started
390 behind with only six wickets remaining, but batted
the whole day and survived the final three overs with
nine wickets down to claim a nail-biting draw. 

With Root out to a fired up Trent Boult late yester-
day, England go into this final day with seven wickets
available to avoid an innings defeat. At stumps England
were 132 for three after Root departed for 51 and Mark
Stoneman was out for 55. Alastair Cook went early for
two while Dawid Malan was not out 19.  “We’ll need a
hero,” fast bowler Stuart Broad said at close of play.

“Five years ago Matt Prior was the hero with 100
and someone’s got that chance tomorrow.  “It was a real
shame to lose Joe on the last ball of the day, we all felt
that after he played so brilliantly for his 50. But it
proves there’s runs to be had out there.” 

Root had just suffered a painful blow to the index
finger of his right hand, and on the next ball edged
Boult to be caught behind. Broad had sympathy for his
skipper, but as a bowler who took three for 78 when
New Zealand batted, he also expressed respect for
Boult’s skill. 

“You’ve got to credit the bowler sometimes. A good
bouncer to wrap a batter on the finger then a good fol-
low-up, well bowled,” he said, but added that England
were still in the match.  “If we get a bit of luck tomor-
row and we’re disciplined we can see out this day.”
New Zealand begged to differ, with their top-scorer
Henry Nicholls saying the Black Caps had the momen-
tum going into the final day. 

“Root is obviously a quality player and it was cer-
tainly a nice way to end the day,” said Nicholls, who
finished his own innings on an unbeaten 145.  “It’s going
to be a nice day five, bowling (for) seven wickets to win
a Test match.”  New Zealand had declared their first
innings on 427 for eight, setting England a target of 369
to avoid an innings defeat. — AFP

England ‘need a 
hero’, says Broad 

AUCKLAND: England’s Mark Stoneman bats on the fourth day of the day-night Test cricket match between New
Zealand and England at Eden Park in Auckland yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

England first innings 58 (C. Overton 33 not out; Boult 6-32, Southee
4-25)
New Zealand first innings (overnight 233-4)
J. Raval c Bairstow b Anderson 3
T. Latham c Woakes b Broad 26
K. Williamson lbw Anderson 102
R. Taylor c Woakes b Anderson 20
H. Nicholls not out 145
B. Watling c Bairstow b Broad 31
C. de Grandhomme c Bairstow b Overton 29
T. Astle b Broad 18
T. Southee c and b Root 25
N. Wagner not out 9
Extras: (b4, lb9, w6) 19
Total: (8 wkts dec; 141 overs) 427
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Raval), 2-92 (Latham), 3-123 (Taylor), 4-206
(Williamson), 5-260 (Watling), 6-309 (de Grandhomme), 7-341
(Astle), 8-413 

(Southee)
Did not bat: Trent Boult
Bowling: Anderson 29-10-87-3, Broad 34-9-78-3, Overton 25-7-
70-1 (1w), Woakes 33-9-107-0 (1w), Ali 17-1-59-0, Root 3-0-13-1.

England second innings
A. Cook c Watling b Boult 2
M. Stoneman c Boult b Wagner 55
J. Root c Watling b Boult 51
D. Malan not out 19
Extras: (b4, lb1) 5
Total: (for 3 wickets, 46.5 overs) 132
Fall of wickets: 1-6 (Cook), 2-94 (Stoneman), 3-132 (Root)
Bowling: Boult 13.5-6-24-2, Southee 13-1-40-0, de Grandhomme
10-1-31-0, Wagner 10-2-32-1.

AUCKLAND: Scoreboard at stumps on day four of the first Test between New Zealand and England in Auckland yesterday:

SAN JOSE: Evander Kane scored twice and goalie Martin
Jones stopped 37 shots as the San Jose Sharks (43-23-9, 95
points) tightened their hold on second place in the Pacific
Division with a 5-1 victory over the Calgary Flames on
Saturday afternoon in San Jose, Calif. Kane netted four goals
the last time the Sharks met the Flames, his first career hat
trick, and the Sharks are now riding a seven-game winning
streak. A pair of goals 74 seconds apart by Brenden Dillon
and Jannik Hansen staked the Sharks to a 2-0 lead before the
midway point of the opening frame. Dillon opened the scor-
ing at the 7:52 mark when he was set up by Chris Tierney for
a one-timer from the high slot and unloaded a shot that beat
Flames goalie David Rittich. Hansen doubled the lead with a
slick deflection. He held off a check from Calgary’s Mark
Jankowski when he redirected Brent Burns’ shot-pass into
the cage.

BLUES 2, BLUE JACKETS 1
Jake Allen had 33 saves as St. Louis snapped Columbus’

10-game win streak with a victory at Columbus, Ohio.
Alexander Steen and Vladimir Tarasenko scored goals for
the Blues (42-28-5, 89), who won their fifth straight game
and moved ahead of idle Anaheim (38-24-13, 89) for the sec-
ond wild-card spot in the Western Conference.  Although
both teams have 89 points, the Blues own the tiebreaker by
virtue of total wins. Cam Atkinson scored for Columbus (42-
29-5, 89), which also had an eight-game home win streak
broken. Sergei Bobrovsky finished with 26 saves but had a
personal seven-game win streak snapped.

OILERS 3, KINGS 2
Connor McDavid scored two goals to take over the NHL

scoring lead as host Edmonton handed Los Angeles a poten-
tially damaging loss. McDavid’s 38th goal and 96th point at
4:08 of the second period on a partial breakaway which saw
him split defenders and slot a wrister between Jonathan
Quick’s pads enabled him to pass Tampa Bay’s Nikita
Kucherov, who has 95 points. The Oilers’ third straight win
came at the expense of a team fighting for its playoff lives.
Los Angeles (41-28-7) remains at 89 points, tied with
Anaheim and St. Louis for the last two spots in the Western
Conference. What’s more, both the Ducks and Blues have a
game in hand on the Kings.

AVALANCHE 2, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1 (SO)
Gabriel Landeskog scored the lone goal in the shootout

and goaltender Semyon Varlamov stopped 39 shots through
overtime plus all three shootout contestants as host
Colorado momentarily stopped Vegas from clinching a play-
off spot. Varlamov denied David Perron, Eric Haula and

Jonathan Marchessault in the shootout as the Avalanche (41-
26-8, 90) kept hold of a wild-card spot in the Western
Conference playoff race. It’s a matter of time before the
Golden Knights (47-21-7, 101) become the first expansion
team to make the playoffs since the Edmonton Oilers and
Hartford Whalers joined the league from the World Hockey
Association in 1979-80, but they couldn’t celebrate with just
a single point.

DEVILS 2, LIGHTNING 1
Keith Kinkaid finished with 35 saves and won for the sixth

time in his last eight starts to lift New Jersey (39-28-8, 86) to
a surprising win over Eastern Conference-leading Tampa
Bay (51-20-4, 106) in Newark, N.J. The Devils won their sec-
ond straight game and for the fifth time in seven games. Nico
Hischier beat Lightning goalie Alexei Vasilevskiy for his 18th
goal of the season at the 17:51 mark of the first period to give
the Devils the early advantage. The Lightning had their
three-game winning streak snapped and lost for just the
fourth time in 16 games. Vasilevskiy had 29 saves but lost for
the third time in five games after starting the season 40-11-3.

PANTHERS 4, COYOTES 2
Down two goals in the third period, Florida rallied to

defeat Arizona in Sunrise, Fla. Denis Malgin pounced on a
loose puck and roofed a shot for the go-ahead goal with 3:45
left in the third period. It was his first goal in exactly one
month and his 11th of the season. Vincent Trocheck scored
Florida’s first two goals, tying the score 2-2 when it appeared
the Panthers (38-28-7, 83) were lifeless. He has 30 goals this
season, which leads his team and is a career best. —  Reuters
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