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Amir attends opening 
of Kuwait Motor City

Israel warns it may use lethal 
fire on Gaza border protests1016 KGL reports KD 5.9m profit, 

KD 39m revenues for 2017
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ICC World Cup T20 qualifiers1319

Zain approves cash dividend 
of 35 fils per share at AGM

Bader Al-Kharafi: Group aims to be a trendsetter in digital revolution
KUWAIT: Zain Group, the leading
mobile telecom innovator in eight mar-
kets across the Middle East and Africa
announced the holding of its Annual
General Assembly (AGM) at the compa-
ny’s headquarters in Shuwaikh yesterday.
After satisfying the legal quorum
requirements with 74.97 percent, the
shareholders approved the distribution of
35 fils per share ($0.11) for the financial
year ending Dec 31, 2017
to shareholders registered
on the company records
as of April 11, 2018. This entitlement date
reflects an additional 10 working-day
period after the holding of the AGM as
per new Boursa Kuwait regulations. 

Additionally, after passing a number of
items on the agenda, the AGM saw the
election of two new members to the Zain
Group Board of Directors for the next two
years, namely Abdulrahman Mohammad

Al-Asfour and a Kuwait Investment
Authority (KIA) representative. 

Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO
Bader Al-Kharafi said operators need to
be innovative and perform at their opti-
mum to survive. He said the group is aim-
ing to become one of the leading trend-
setters in the digital revolution in the
region. A remarkable turnaround in Zain
Saudi Arabia saw the operator reporting

its first-ever net profit, as
Zain remains vigilant and
agile to market opportuni-

ties that create value. Kharafi said con-
tinued investment in network upgrades
coupled with data monetization initiatives
are yielding growth in data revenues,
adding the Zain logo was refreshed to
reflect the digital dynamism of the world
around us. He also said Zain in moving
ahead with a focus on women and youth
empowerment initiatives. 

KUWAIT: Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO Bader Al-Kharafi (center) speaks as Chief Financial Officer Ossama Matta (right) and Group CEO-
Operations Scott Gegenheimer look on during the group’s annual general meeting. 

SEE PAGES 20 & 21

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the National Assembly’s
financial and economic affairs committee MP Saleh
Ashour said yesterday that imposing charges or tax-
es on money transfers by expatriates is in line with
the constitution despite warnings by the Central Bank
and experts. Ashour said the proposed tax is like the
fees collected by banks and moneychangers when
they make such transfers. The lawmaker’s statements
come as the financial committee is studying four pro-
posals to impose taxes on expatriates’ remittances.

Head of the committee MP Salah Khorshid said
recently that the committee will soon make a decision
to select one of the four proposals it is considering
for introducing the charges. He said if the tax is
imposed, between KD 50 and 60 million will be col-
lected every year and the revenues will go to state
coffers. Khorshid also strongly denied that the pro-
posals breach the constitution.

The Assembly’s legal and legislative committee
had rejected the proposals and the principle of taxing
expatriate money transfers only, saying it involves
discrimination banned under the constitution. The
Central Bank had also warned against imposing such
taxes, saying it will be counterproductive and will
encourage black market transfers. But Ashour insist-
ed that the constitution allows imposing fees and tax-
es on expatriates in line with existing laws, provided
some consideration should be given to low-income
people, who could be exempted.

Meanwhile, opposition MP Adel Al-Damkhi called
yesterday for putting an end to the case of the
National Assembly building storming by approving a
general amnesty law that should cover a well-defined
duration. Damkhi said the proposed general amnesty
should deal with political crimes that took place sev-
eral years ago amid a highly-charged situation, dur-
ing which nationalist activists protested against cor-
ruption that led them to enter the Assembly building.

Damkhi was referring to a demonstration in mid-
November 2011 when hundreds of activists took to
the streets to protest against corruption by over a
dozen lawmakers who allegedly accepted millions of
dinars in bribes. The government referred 70 of the
activists to court. They were all acquitted by the
criminal court but the appeals court sentenced 67 of
them to between one and nine years in jail. Two were
given suspended jail terms while charges against one
were dropped due to his death. A large number of
those convicted spent three months in jail while the
case was being referred to the court of cassation,
which freed them pending trial.

Opposition lawmakers have called for the
Assembly to pass a law granting all the activists a
general amnesty. Several MPs however opposed the
move and demanded a wider amnesty law to cover
other prisoners.

Taxing expat 
remittances is
legal: Ashour

NEW YORK: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman presents a cheque for
$930 million to United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres at the United
Nations on Tuesday. —  AFP 

UNITED NATIONS: Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday presented a $930 million cheque
to the UN for humanitarian aid in Yemen
as the UN chief pushed for an end to the
war in which Riyadh leads a military
coalition. United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres thanked Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman for the
contribution, but stressed that the war in
Yemen requires a political solution, and
not just a humanitarian response.

“There is no humanitarian solution for
humanitarian problems,” Guterres said
after receiving the cheque, which also
came from the United Arab Emirates. The
Emirates plays a major role in the coali-

tion, which intervened militarily three
years ago to support Yemen’s government
against Iran-backed Houthi rebels. “The
solution is political and we are entirely at
your disposal to work to find a solution”
that will “end the suffering in Yemen,”
Guterres said.

The United Nations is making a fresh
push for peace talks in Yemen, where the
coalition acted to support the interna-
tionally-recognized government after the
Houthis seized the capital. About 10,000
Yemenis have been killed in the war. The
UN calls it the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis, with 22.2 million people in need of

Continued on Page 11

UN chief urges MBS for 
political solution in Yemen

BEIJING: China’s President Xi Jinping (right) and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
shake hands during their meeting on March 26, 2018. — AFP  (See Pages 9 & 12)

MOSCOW: An illustrative picture taken through a magnifying glass yesterday shows
the icon of the social networking app Facebook on a smartphone screen. — AFP 

BEIJING: North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un was given a lavish welcome by
Chinese President Xi Jinping during a
secretive trip to Beijing as both sides try
to repair frayed relations before
Pyongyang’s landmark summits with
Seoul and Washington. US President
Donald Trump welcomed the Beijing
meeting and said there was now a “good
chance” Kim would scrap his nuclear
weapons - but warned that sanctions
must stay in force in the meantime. 

On his first trip abroad since taking
power, Kim and his wife were greeted
by an honor guard and a banquet host-
ed by Xi, according to state media,
which confirmed the “unofficial” visit

yesterday only after Kim had returned
by train to North Korea. The two men
held talks at the stately Great Hall of the
People during which they hailed their
nations’ historic relations, with Kim
pledging he was “committed to denu-
clearization” on the Korean peninsula,
according to China’s Xinhua news
agency. Kim also expressed willingness
to hold the summits with Trump and
South Korean President Moon Jae-in, it
said. Trump tweeted that Xi had sent
him a message on Tuesday to say his
meeting with Kim “went very well and
that KIM looks forward to his meeting
with me”. 

Continued on Page 11

WASHINGTON: Facebook Inc has
adjusted privacy settings to give users
more control over their information in a
few taps, it said yesterday, after an outcry
over a whistleblower’s allegations that
members’ data was used to sway the 2016
US election. It put all the settings on one
page and made it easier to change and
more straightforward to stop apps using
data. Until now changing settings had
been complex, spread over at least 20
screens, which had frustrated users.

The world’s largest social network said
in a blog post it had been working on the
updates for some time but sped things up
to appease users’ anger over how the
company uses their data and as lawmak-

ers around the globe called for strong
regulation. “Last week showed how much
more work we need to do to enforce our
policies and help people understand how
Facebook works and the choices they
have over their data,” Facebook wrote in
the blog post yesterday.

Facebook’s shares were up 1.2 per-
cent at $154 yesterday. They are still
down almost 17 percent since March 16,
when Facebook first acknowledged that
user data had been improperly chan-
neled via a third-party app to political
consultancy Cambridge Analytica, which
was hired by Donald Trump’s 2016 presi-
dential campaign.
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Kim shows unity with Xi, pledges
commitment to denuclearization

Facebook tweaks privacy 
tools to ease discontent 


