
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait is getting closer to reach-
ing a final agreement to purchase Iraqi gas in
the next two months, Minister of Oil and
Electricity and Water Bakheet Al-Rasheedi
said. Speaking to reporters on the sidelines
of a ceremony organized by the Embassy of
Bangladesh to celebrate its national day,
Rasheedi stressed that the final agreement
will be based on a previous initial one
already signed with Iraq.

Responding to questions about power
outages, especially as summer is approach-
ing, Rasheedi said that the Ministry of
Electricity and Water (MEW) is ready for
the summer with a surplus of power capaci-
ty. He also noted that the recent outages
happened because of technical problems
that can happen in any power grid world-
wide. Responding to another question about
linking Kuwait’s power grid with that of Iraq,
which already has related problems,
Rasheedi said that Iraq would be the gate-
way towards cooperating with Europe,
adding that GCC states are currently negoti-
ating with Iraq to start linking GCC grids to
Turkey and Europe. Ambassador of
Bangladesh to Kuwait S M Abolkalam
stressed that Kuwait-Bangladesh relations
are historic and reminded that Kuwait was
the first GCC state to acknowledge
Bangladesh’s independence.

Three contracts
In other news, Rasheedi yesterday signed

three contracts to conduct annual mainte-
nance operations at West and East Doha
and Shuwaikh power plants. Informed
sources said that the maintenance opera-
tions will include periodic maintenance of
various machinery and distillation units, in
addition to providing the needed spare
parts to ensure high performance. The
sources added that West Doha plant will
cost KD 19,729,234 and the project is
scheduled to be completed within 60
months. They added that the East Doha
plant project will cost KD 15.5 million and is
also expected to be completed within 60
months. The Shuwaikh plant project will

cost KD 9,979,979 and will be completed in
the same period. 

New board
Separately, the Oil and Petrochemical

Industries Workers Confederation’s (OPI-
WC) Secretary General Rashed Ali Al-Marri
stressed that the oil sector workers’ syndi-
cates strongly expressed themselves and
their general assemblies by supporting a
new board for the confederation. Marri
expressed gratitude to OPIWC’s general
assembly members for their trust and sup-
port following the meeting held on March 27,
2018, when the general assembly approved

the new board formation to include
Mohammed Hamad Shafi Al-Hajri as chair-
man, Khaled Fahd Al-Enezi as vice chairman,
Rashed Ali Al-Marri as secretary general,
Faleh Abdullah Al-Fuwaisel Al-Hajri as assis-
tant secretary general, Saud Hamad Al-Ajmi
as treasurer, Abdullah Mashout Al-Ajmi as

foreign affairs secretary, Abdullah Zakariya
Al-Salem as domestic affairs secretary, Fahd
Al-Mutawwa as the institute’s board chair-
man, Yousif Al-Kandari as vice chairman and
Adel Al-Fadhl, Hamad Al-Mutairi, Mubarak
Al-Hajri, Ahmed Al-Ansari, Mae’ Al-Enezi
and Abdullah Al-Ajmi as board members. 
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Three Syrians
jailed for Kuwaiti
citizenship 
forgery
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday
sentenced three Syrians to prison fol-
lowed by deportation over charges of
forging documents to receive Kuwaiti
citizenship several years ago. The court
abstained from sentencing a citizen
who helped them because he died long
ago. Informed sources explained that a
Syrian had made an agreement with a
citizen to add his three sons to his citi-
zenship file as his own in exchange for
KD 50,000 per child, which he did. The
children grew up, did their schooling,
graduated from university and worked
at the MoI as citizens. The sources
added that citizenships of the three
brothers and over 20 others (their
wives and children) were withdrawn.
The criminal court also acquitted
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Malek Al-Sabah
from charges of violating the national
unity law and spreading false news. The
court sentenced former MP

Abdulhameed Dashti to five years with
labor for forgery. 

‘Fashionista’ loses custody
The family court yesterday removed

children from the custody of a ‘fashion-
ista’ and decided handing the kids over
to their father on grounds that the
mother has been travelling often, which
led to a deterioration in the children’s
performance at school. 

Traffic awareness
The Ministry of Education (MoE)

plans to allow electricity and electron-
ics teachers to teach high school stu-
dents traffic awareness, said informed
sources, noting that MoE
Undersecretary Haitham Al-Atahri
approved a proposal to make use of
those teachers to teach traffic aware-
ness after they pass relevant tests and
interviews. 

Social media rumors
The Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) act-

ing assistant undersecretary for traffic
affairs Maj Gen Fahd Al-Shuwaye
stressed that expats are only deported
when they drive without licenses or
when unlawfully providing taxi servic-
es. He also denied social media rumors
claiming the total driving l icenses
issued to Egyptians are 330,000,
explaining the actual number is only
195,000. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah chaired a
meeting in the presence of acting
ministry undersecretary Lt Gen
Essam Al-Naham and other field
assistant undersecretaries and lead-
ers of the Drugs Control General
Department. The minister stressed
the importance of the awareness and
preventive aspects by preparing an
integrated awareness program for all
age groups to deliver a message that
has a direct effect on the individual.
He also spoke about deterrence fac-
tors and implementing them to pro-
tect youth from the danger of drugs.
He asked for two work programs to
be prepared and submitted soon. He
said the private and public sectors
should cooperate in awareness cam-
paigns on the harm of drugs and to
protect our youth.

Naham said the interior minister
is expanding personnel training to
have the largest number of security
elements in the field of drug fighting
and to boost their experience.
Meanwhile, assistant undersecretary
for criminal security Maj Gen Khalid

Al-Dayeen said the criminal detec-
tives sector is working according to
an integrated system that has con-
tributed to solving several drugs
cases, adding that there are special-
ized training courses for DCGD men
on the latest methods of drugs
smuggling.

Mechanics and traffic systems
The Kuwait Scientific Club (KSC)

concluded an event on mechanics
and traffic systems, which was held
in cooperation with the interior, edu-
cation and social affairs ministries,
and with the support of the Kuwait
Foundation for Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS). The concluding
ceremony was held under the
patronage of the interior minister,
who was represented by acting
assistant undersecretary for traffic
affairs Maj Gen Fahd Al-Shuwaye, in
the presence of KFAS Director
General Adnan Shihabeldeen and
KSC Chairman Talal Al-Kharafi. Four
exhibitions were organized on the
sidelines of the closing ceremony by
the general security, najda, traffic
and relations and security informa-
tion sectors. 

Interior Ministry stresses need
for anti-drugs awareness

Kuwait close to finalizing agreement
to purchase Iraqi gas: Oil Minister

Iraq is the gateway towards cooperating with Europe: Rasheedi

Guests attend the event.

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Electricity and Water Bakheet Al-Rasheedi (right),
Ambassador of Bangladesh to Kuwait S M Abolkalam (center) and the Ambassador’s
spouse cut the cake during a reception held to celebrate Bangladesh’s national day.
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