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DOHA: The International Civil Defense Organization (ICDO) honors Director General of Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) General Khaled Al-Mekrad. —KUNA

ICDO honors KFSD
chief with high
officer medal
DOHA: The International Civil Defense Organization
(ICDO) honored Director General of Kuwait Fire
Service Directorate (KFSD) General Khaled Al-Mekrad
with an international medal with the rank of officer.  The
honoring took place during the 23rd meeting of ICDO’s
General Assembly in Doha yesterday, in appreciation of
Kuwait’s support for the organization through joint
projects. ICDO also named Kuwaiti retired Brigadier
Youssef Al-Ansari as special envoy of the secretary-
general of the ICDO to the Gulf States.

Mekrad said he was proud for receiving the medal,
and he also welcomed Ansari’s new title. Kuwait has
recently completed a joint project with ICDO to trans-
late the organization’s official website to Arabic, said
Mekrad. He added that KFSD provides international

firefighting departments with equipment needed to
control fires.

Meanwhile, Mekrad noted that ICDO’s General
Assembly meetings would play a role in boosting inter-
national cooperation to face the impact of crises and
natural disasters on people and properties. He called on
ICDO member-states to take part in conducting
research in the field. Mekrad also stressed on the
importance of establishing a forum where members can
share experience.

During the three-day meeting, ICDO has approved a
number of laws on developing its work. It also set the
theme for the World Civil Defense Day 2019 under the
title “children are our responsibility” and the 2020
theme will be “a firefighter for every house.” The meet-
ings also saw the re-electing of current Secretary
General Vladimir Kuvshinov for another term. ICDO
was established about 87 years ago and has 57 mem-
ber-states. The organization provides methods of pro-
tection against the impact of different types of disas-
ters. It also provides technical support to national civil
defense organizations and conducts research on earth-
quakes, hurricanes, floods, pollution and fires. —KUNA

KUWAIT: It is imperative to preserve Kuwait’s archeo-
logical sites given the significance the places hold,
Kuwait’s Minister of Information Mohammad Al-Jabri said
yesterday, just days after rare antiquities were found in a
popular eastern resort.

The archaeological sites carry an important message
for future generations, Jabri, who also serves as minister

of state for youth affairs and the president of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL), said as he
surveyed an ancient cemetery recently discovered near
the shores of the Arabian Gulf.  He added that the archeo-
logical finds prove how instrumental the region has been
in the growth of human civilization, pointing out that the
area had once been a vibrant trade zone that linked

regions across eastern Saudi Arabia.
Meanwhile, Dr Fahad Al-Wehaibi, professor of history

and archaeology at Kuwait University, revealed that among
the new discoveries is an ancient burial site consisting of
several layers of rock. He was amazed at how the excavation
had withstood decay, surmising that the immense size of the
rocks indicate the grave must have belonged to a notable

personality.  The location is reminiscent of a bronze age cul-
ture known as ‘Um Al-Nar’, which existed around 2,500 BC
in the area of modern-day United Arab Emirates and north-
ern Oman, Wehaibi noted. The NCCAL has carried out
extensive archaeological surveys on unexplored landscapes,
which led to the discovery of tens of ‘unprecedented’ graves
and engraved items last week. —KUNA

Historical sites need to be
protected, says minister

Discoveries include an ancient burial site consisting of several layers of rock

KUWAIT: Minister of Information Mohammad Al-Jabri is seen during a tour at the newly
discovered historical site. —KUNA photos

Kuwait University archeology professor Dr Fahad Al-Wehaibi inspects the site of an
ancient cemetery recently discovered near the shores of the Arabian Gulf.

The site of an ancient cemetery recently discovered near the shores of the Arabian
Gulf.


