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aid, a growing risk of famine, and a severe outbreak
of cholera. It was the second meeting between the UN
chief and the crown prince, who has bristled at Guterres’
description of Yemen as a “stupid war” that is harming
the interests of the countries involved. 

Prince Mohammed said Saudi Arabia was working to
uphold UN principles which he said meant “not inter-
fering in the affairs of other countries”, an apparent ref-

erence to Iran’s support for the Houthis.  “We try as
much as we can to solve the problems of the Middle
East politically and if things get out of control, we try
as hard as we can to avoid all the other impacts,” said
the crown prince, speaking through a translator. “We
will continue to comply, as we always have, with inter-
national law,” he said.

The UN chief has appointed a new peace envoy,
Martin Griffiths, who was in the rebel-held capital Sanaa
this week for talks on kick-starting the political process,
following a first round of meetings in Riyadh. UN diplo-
mats believe the new effort could succeed because Iran
has sent signals that it is willing to pressure the Houthis
to seek a settlement. Guterres will travel to Geneva for a
donors’ conference hosted by Switzerland and Sweden
to raise funds for Yemen.— AFP 

UN chief urges 
MBS for political...

Continued from Page 1

“In the meantime, and unfortunately, maximum
sanctions and pressure must be maintained at all cost!”
he tweeted. Trump also said there was now “a good
chance that Kim Jong Un will do what is right for his
people and for humanity” and denuclearize. “Look for-
ward to our meeting!” he added.

Kim told Xi there was “no question that my first for-
eign visit would be to the Chinese capital”, according to
North Korea’s official KCNA news agency. “This is my
solemn duty as someone who should value and continue
the DPRK-PRC (North Korea-China) relations through
generations.” KCNA said Xi accepted an invitation to
visit Pyongyang in what would be his first trip to the
North Korean capital since he took power in 2012.

The two men had not met since Kim took over after
the death of his father, Kim Jong Il, in Dec 2011.
Relations have been strained as China has backed a
series of tough UN sanctions against Pyongyang over
its nuclear and missile tests. But Xi underscored the
importance of developing ties, saying it was “a strategic
choice and the only right choice” and that he was willing
to maintain frequent contact with Kim “under the new
circumstances”, according to Xinhua.

Xi and Kim shook hands and sat across from each
other at a long conference table, both flanked by offi-
cials, at the Great Hall of the People, according to televi-
sion images which showed the North Korean leader tak-
ing meticulous notes. Later, Xi and his wife, Peng
Liyuan, waved goodbye while Kim and his spouse, Ri
Sol Ju, smiled as they left in a black car. Analysts said Xi
likely wanted to see Kim to ensure North Korea does
not cut a deal with Trump that hurts Chinese interests
during a summit expected to be held in May.

Kim’s visit puts China back in the diplomatic game
after appearing sidelined by Pyongyang’s approaches to
Seoul and Washington. “It shows that at this crucial
juncture, Kim and Xi believed that it was time to seize

the opportunity to consult,” Bonnie Glaser, a China
expert at the Washington-based Center for Strategic
and International Studies, told AFP. “Both likely con-
cluded that further deterioration in relations would be
harmful.” Deng Yuwen, an independent Chinese interna-
tional relations scholar, said North Korea needed to turn
to its old ally ahead of the US summit, as Kim will be
skeptical that Trump will provide his regime with securi-
ty guarantees. “North Korea needs the big brother to
protect it at a crucial moment,” Deng said.

South Korea said last month after talks with Kim in
Pyongyang that he would consider abandoning his
nuclear weapons in exchange for US security guaran-
tees, and would halt weapons tests while talks were
underway. “The issue of denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula can be resolved, if South Korea and the
United States respond to our efforts with goodwill, cre-
ate an atmosphere of peace and stability while taking
progressive and synchronous measures for the realiza-
tion of peace,” Kim said, according to Xinhua.

Chinese special envoy Yang Jiechi will travel to Seoul
today to brief Moon about the Kim-Xi summit, the
South’s presidential office said. Confirmation of the visit
ended 24 hours of speculation about the identity of a
mysterious North Korean visitor after Japanese media
spotted a green train, similar to the one used by Kim’s
father, arriving in Beijing on Monday and departing the
following day. Despite the news blackout a heavy police
presence at key venues, barricades and mysterious
motorcades hinted at his presence. North Korea’s offi-
cial Rodong Sinmun newspaper yesterday featured
photos of Chinese officials greeting Kim and his wife
with flowers at the train station.

His visit to China came as a surprise given the state
of relations between the Cold War-era allies, which
fought together in the 1950-53 Korean War. China
chaired six-party talks on North Korea that collapsed in
2009 but its calls to revive that forum have not been
heeded so far. Frustrated by its neighbor’s nuclear
weapons program and under pressure from Trump,
China has used its economic leverage to squeeze Kim’s
regime. At the same time, Beijing fears the collapse of
the regime in Pyongyang would send waves of refugees
into China and place US troops stationed on its border
in a unified Korea. — AFP
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The data leak has raised investor concerns that any
failure by big tech companies to protect privacy could
deter advertisers - Facebook’s lifeblood - and lead to
tougher regulation.

Analysts said the revamps Facebook rolled out yes-
terday looked more like tweaks than big changes, making
data management more transparent rather than changing
the way the company does business. “It doesn’t seem
that the changes that have been proposed are particular-
ly meaningful,” Pivotal Research Group analyst Brian
Wieser said. “There are several problems and one needs
to address operationally what Facebook is doing to pro-
vide confidence that personal data is protected.”

Facebook Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg has
repeatedly apologized for the mistakes the company
made and has promised to crack down on abuse of the
Facebook platform and restrict developers’ access to
user information. The changes Facebook announced yes-
terday let users add more layers of protection, control
what they share and delete it if they want to, control the
ads they see, and manage who sees their posts and pro-
file information.

There is also a new page - Access Your Information -
where users can see the information they’ve shared and

manage it. “The biggest difference is ease of access in
settings, which fulfills Mark Zuckerberg’s promise to
make the privacy process and permissions more trans-
parent to users,” Wedbush analyst Michael Pachter said.
It was uncertain whether the changes will satisfy law-
makers. They were announced ahead of a stringent
European Union data law which comes into force in May.
It requires companies to give people a “right to portabil-
ity” - to take their data with them - and imposes fines of
up to 4 percent of global revenue for companies break-
ing the law.

Lawmakers in the United States are still clamoring for
Zuckerberg himself to explain how users’ data ended up
in the hands of Cambridge Analytica. He plans to testify
before Congress, a source briefed on the matter said on
Tuesday. Facebook has said it has received invitations to
testify and that it is talking to legislators. Zuckerberg and
the CEOs of Alphabet Inc and Twitter Inc have been
invited to testify at an April 10 hearing on data privacy.
The US House Energy and Commerce Committee and
US Senate Commerce Committee have also asked
Zuckerberg to appear at a hearing. The US Federal Trade
Commission has opened an investigation into Facebook
and attorneys representing 37 states are also pressing
Zuckerberg to explain what happened.

Earlier this month, whistleblower Christopher Wylie
revealed Cambridge Analytica created psychological
profiles on 50 million Facebook users via a personality
prediction app. The app was downloaded by 270,000
people, but also scooped up their friends’ data without
consent - as was possible under Facebook’s rules at the
time. — Agencies 

Facebook tweaks 
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Visitors pose for photos besides 3D paintings on display at the Museum of Illusions in Hollywood, California on Tuesday. The pop-up museum contains a series of optical illusions giving the visitor a chance to produce unusual 3D images
of themselves.  —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Amazon.com Inc shares fell as much as
7.4 percent yesterday, briefly wiping about $53.6 billion
from its market value, after news website Axios reported
that US President Donald Trump is obsessed with the
world’s largest online retailer and wants to rein in its
growing power. Trump has talked about using antitrust
law to “go after” the company because he is worried
about mom-and-pop retailers being put out of business
by Amazon, Axios reported, citing five sources it said had
discussed the issue with him. 

Trump also wants to change Amazon’s tax treatment,
the report said, an issue the president raised publicly last
year when he called for an internet tax for online retailers,
even though Amazon already collects sales tax on items it
sells direct to customers. In response to questions about
the Axios report, a White House official said no specific
policy changes related to Amazon were known, but it was

always looking at different options on a range of policy
issues. Another administration official confirmed to Reuters
that Trump has been complaining about Amazon in private,
believing the company has become too powerful. The offi-
cial said Trump links this to Amazon Chief Executive Jeff
Bezos’ private ownership of the Washington Post, which he
has called “fake news” and effectively a mouthpiece for
Bezos’ business interests. Amazon could not be reached
immediately for comment.

Trump has criticized the big e-commerce company
over taxes and jobs in the past, without offering evidence.
Tech stocks are already under pressure after Facebook
Inc acknowledged this month that user data had been
improperly harvested by a consultancy. “Capitol Hill wants
Facebook’s blood, but President Trump isn’t interested.
Instead, the tech behemoth Trump wants to go after is
Amazon,” Axios reported. 

Changing Amazon’s tax treatment or using antitrust
law to thwart Amazon would be difficult. “In my many
years of being an antitrust lawyer, I’m not aware of a sce-
nario where an individual company was singled out by the
president of the United States with a strong encourage-
ment to the Department of Justice to file an antitrust
case,” said Jeffrey Jacobovitz of the law firm Arnall
Golden Gregory LLP. — Reuters 
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