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LOS ANGELES: The Miami Heat led from the outset
and routed the visiting Cavaliers 98-79 on Tuesday,
holding Cleveland to its lowest point total of the sea-
son. Miami’s Kelly Olynyk scored a game-high 19
points and grabbed five rebounds in 25 minutes off the
bench. James Johnson and Josh Richardson each had
15 points for the Heat. Dwyane Wade had 12 points,
four assists and four
blocks in just 17 minutes
while Goran Dragic
added 10 points. LeBron
James scored 18 points
with six rebounds and
seven assists-but six
turnovers-for Cleveland,
and Rodney Hood had
15 points off the bench.
Jordan Clarkson and
Jose Calderon each
scored 11. Cleveland
center Kevin Love took
an elbow to the face from Miami center Jordan
Mickey while trying to draw a charging foul just 1:22
into the first quarter.  Love left the game and had a
front tooth visibly loose after the collision. He came
back to play briefly and scored just one point in seven
first-half minutes before sitting out the second half.

TRAIL BLAZERS 107, PELICANS 103
Damian Lillard scored 28 of his 41 points in the

second half as visit ing Portland defeated New
Orleans. Jusuf Nurkic added 21 points and 10
rebounds, Evan Turner scored 14 and Al-Farouq
Aminu had 10 points and 10 rebounds for the Blazers.
Jrue Holiday had a triple-double for New Orleans, fin-
ishing with 21 points, 11 rebounds and 11 assists.
Anthony Davis had team highs with 36 points and 14
rebounds.

ROCKETS 118, BULLS 86
Eric Gordon scored 31 points and his backcourt

mate Chris Paul added a double-double as host
Houston rolled past Chicago. Playing without James
Harden and Clint Capela, both of whom got the night
off to rest, the Rockets nonetheless found little resist-
ance en route to their 10th consecutive victory. The

Rockets have their third double-digit winning streak
on the season, and Houston has won 27 of its past 28
games. Houston extended its home-court winning
streak to 18 consecutive games, the second-longest
streak in team history. The Bulls, who got 22 points
from Lauri Markkanen, lost their sixth in a row. 

RAPTORS 114,
NUGGETS 110

DeMar DeRozan
recorded 15 points and
eight assists, and Jonas
Valanciunas and Fred
VanVleet also scored 15
points apiece to help
Toronto edge visiting
Denver. Serge Ibaka
added 13 points while
Jakob Poeltl and Pascal
Siakam scored 12 apiece
for the Raptors. Kyle

Lowry had 11 points and eight assists for Toronto. The
Raptors blocked 16 shots-including four apiece by
Ibaka, Lowry and Valanciunas and three by Lucas
Nogueira. Nikola Jokic had 29 points, 16 rebounds
and eight assists for the Nuggets, who lost their sec-
ond straight game. Paul Millsap added 20 points.

WIZARDS 116, SPURS 106
Markieff Morris scored 15 points on 7-for-7 shoot-

ing from the floor to lead six teammates in double-fig-
ure scoring as Washington rolled to an easy win over
visiting San Antonio. Otto Porter Jr. added 14 points
for the Wizards, who snapped a three-game losing
streak. Jodie Meeks scored 13 points, Marcin Gortat,
Kelly Oubre Jr.  and Ramon Sessions hit for 12 each,
and Mike Scott tallied 11 for Washington. Spurs for-
ward LaMarcus Aldridge, who scored a team-high 13
points, exited for good in the second quarter due to a
left knee contusion. 

MAVERICKS 103, KINGS 97
Harrison Barnes scored 20 points and Dennis Smith

Jr. added 19 to lead visiting Dallas over Sacramento.
Skal Labissiere had 19 points to lead the Kings, who
have lost three of four. Dallas snapped a five-game

losing streak by holding Sacramento to 40.9 percent
shooting from the floor, including 26.1 percent from 3-
point range. Doug McDermott had 15 points off the
bench for the Mavericks.

PACERS 92, WARRIORS 81
Indiana tightened the defensive screws on Golden

State in the second half, limiting the defending NBA
champions to 33 points in the final 24 minutes en route
to a victory in Oakland, Calif. The Warriors fell for the
second straight game with Stephen Curry, Klay
Thompson, Kevin Durant and Draymond Green out of
action. Victor Oladipo had a game-high 24 points for
the Pacers. Nick Young led the Warriors with 12 points.

CLIPPERS 105, BUCKS 98
A 13-0, fourth-quarter run enabled Los Angeles

to rally for a win over visiting Milwaukee. Down 88-
83 after Milwaukee’s Tyler Zeller canned two free
throws with 8:17 left, the Clippers rallied behind
Austin Rivers. The son of coach Doc Rivers account-
ed for the first 10 points in the run, scoring seven
and assisting on Tobias Harris’ tiebreaking 3-pointer
with 5:32 left. Harris paced the Clippers with 19
points. Lou Williams came off the bench to score 16,
while DeAndre Jordan added 12 points and 16
rebounds. Giannis Antetokounmpo scored a game-
high 26 points for the Bucks, adding nine rebounds,
seven assists and five blocked shots. —Reuters
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MIAMI: LeBron James #23 of the Cleveland Cavaliers handles the ball against the Miami Heat on Tuesday
at American Airlines Arena in Miami, Florida. — AFP

KEY BISCAYNE: Alexander Zverev capi-
talised on a fast start against Australian
Nick Kyrgios to grind out a 6-4 6-4 victo-
ry in a battle between two of the sport’s
brightest prospects to advance to the
quarter-finals of the Miami Open on
Tuesday.

The 20-year-old German is looking to
win the third Masters event of his career
and advanced to a last-eight showdown
against Croatia’s Borna Coric, who ended
the run of Canadian prosPect Denis
Shapovalov 7-6(2) 4-6 6-4 in a tight
encounter. The fourth-seeded Zverev had
battled through a pair of three-set wins in
his opening two rounds but was keen to
make short work of Kyrgios when he broke
serve in the first game and stormed to a 5-
1 advantage.

The 22-year-old Kyrgios battled back
to win three straight games to make it 5-4
but Zverev held his nerve and serve to
close out the opener in 34 minutes.
Kyrgios, who had reached the Miami semi-
finals in the previous two years, saw his
hopes of at least matching that feat evapo-
rate in the second set after his opponent
secured the only break in the fifth game
and rode it out for a well-earned win.

Earlier, big-serving American John Isner
overcame second-seeded Croatian Marin
Cilic 7-6(0) 6-3 to advance to the quarter-
finals, where he will face South Korean
Chung Hyeon, who dominated Joao Sousa
in a routine 6-4 6-3 win. 

In a battle of power against power, it

was Isner’s booming serve that made the
difference as the towering 32-year-old
fired 12 aces while never giving Cilic a look
at a break point on a hot, windy day. “I was
very happy with how I played, especially
with how I served,” Isner told reporters.
“That’s certainly the best I’ve served all
year.”

DEL POTRO TRIUMPHANT
Isner took firm control of the match in

the first set tiebreaker, where he stepped
up his return game to shut out the world
number three before finally breaking Cilic’s
powerful serve in the second set and cruis-
ing to the win.

Chung needed a little more than an hour
to see off the Portuguese Sousa, who could
not find an answer to the 19th-seeded
South Korean’s relentless all-court game.
With the win, Chung advances to his sec-
ond consecutive quarter-final after also
making the last eight in Indian Wells, where
the 21-year-old lost to Swiss Roger
Federer. Also advancing was Juan Martin
del Potro of Argentina, who defeated Filip
Krajinovic 6-4 6-2 for his 14th consecutive
victory as the fifth seed looks to back up
his Indian Wells title triumph with another
tournament win. “I will try to keep going
and see how far I can go,” said Del Potro,
who next meets big-serving Milos Raonic
after the Canadian cruised to a 6-3 6-4
victory against an overpowered Jeremy
Chardy of France.

Del Potro beat Raonic in last week’s
semi-finals in California before edging out
Federer in the title match. “It’ll be a difficult
match,” Raonic admitted. “He’s been the
best player in the world for the past four,
five weeks.”

Elsewhere, Spaniard Pablo Carreno
Busta crushed compatriot Fernando
Verdasco 6-0 6-3 to reach the second
Masters 1000 quarter-final of his career.
He will face South Africa’s Kevin Anderson,
who used his big serve to full effect in a 7-
6(3) 6-4 win over 20-year-old American
Frances Tiafoe. — Reuters
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KEY BISCAYNE: American Sloane Stephens
had cause for a double celebration Tuesday
after beating Germany’s Angelique Kerber 6-1,
6-2 to set up a Miami Open semi-final clash
with former world number one Victoria
Azarenka.

The US 13th seed’s comprehensive triumph in
tricky wind conditions over the former world
number one ensured Stephens reached the last
four at Key Biscayne for the first time. It also
means the reigning US Open champion will
finally be named in the world’s top 10 when the
WTA release their rankings next week.  She will
meet two-time Australian Open champion
Azarenka for a place in Saturday’s final after the
Belarusian beat fifth-seeded Karolina Pliskova
7-5, 6-3. “I am so tired of hearing that I am
number 11 in the world,” said a smiling Stephens.
“It’s very exciting to get there, something I have
wanted to do for a while. Getting into the top 10
is pretty special and something I have worked
on for a long time.”

Azarenka, meanwhile, is enjoying her best
tournament run since the birth of her first child
last December and faces Stephens just three
weeks after the pair met in Indian Wells, a match
won by the American 6-1, 7-5.  In an error
strewn clash with world number six Pliskova,
Azarenka , who was given a wildcard into the
tournament thanks to a ranking of 186, was bro-
ken when serving for the first set only to break
back straight away and take control.

The pattern continued at the start of the sec-

ond, yet the 28-year-old held her nerve to reach
the last four of a tournament she won in 2009,
2011 and 2016 and complete a return to the top
100 when the WTA rankings are updated this
Monday. “It wasn’t easy with the conditions but
I had to fight it out and adjust my game a bit, “
Azarenka said on court afterwards.  “I am so
happy to be back playing and at this stage of my
career I just want to progress.

“I need to play better than the last time I
played Sloane. I will need to cut out the errors
and play my best tennis.” Stephens’ previous
best here came with a quarter-final run in 2015,
so the emotions on display at the end of what
was an ultimately straightforward win over the
world number 10 were understandable.  Since
her debut Grand Slam triumph at the US Open
last September, the 25-year-old has struggled to
follow on. Stephens arrived at Key Biscayne
having not beaten a top-50 player since the run
at Flushing Meadows.  But this week has seen
the American, who was raised in South Florida,
get back to her roots-and to winning ways.

Reigning Wimbledon champion Garbine
Muguruza was emphatically dispatched in
straight sets Monday before Kerber received
similar treatment.  Wind hampered both players,
but it was Stephens who adapted far better-the
power of her groundstrokes and superior move-
ment leaving Kerber frustrated and unable to
find a way into the encounter. “The wind is
uncomfortable for both of us. But it can help
push you outside of your comfort zone. You just
have to embrace it,” Stephens said.  Stephens
took just 23 minutes to wrap up the first set as
Kerber looked sluggish from the start. 

‘STICK WITH IT’ 
Kerber was deep in conversation with coach

Wim Fissette during the break, being urged to
assert herself. Kerber saved four break points in
the fifth game but Stephens was did not allow
her opponent into the match and a 22nd winner

sealed the triumph.  “You have to execute your
game well and make sure you stick with it,”
Stephens said. “It’s easy to start doing other
things so I just need to keep to my plan and
make sure I didn’t venture off.”

Kerber admitted coming through a grueling
three-set win over qualifier Wang Yafan the day
before had left her flat. “I was really feeling a lit-
tle bit tired today,” Kerber said. “It was windy, it
was tricky, but I’ve played so many matches in
the last three months that I was feeling it a little
bit in my body.” — AFP

KEY BISCAYNE: Alexander Zverev of Germany plays a forehand against Nick
Kyrgios of Australia in their fourth round match during the Miami Open on
Tuesday. — AFP
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KEY BISCAYNE: Sloane Stephens of the
United States plays a backhand volley
against Angelique Kerber of Germany
in their fourth round match. — AFP

CALIFORNIA: Kim In-kyung will put her old
putter back in the bag for this week’s ANA
Inspiration tournament after being reunited with
the stolen club last week. The putter was one of
several clubs Kim got back more than a month
after her entire set went missing following a
flight. Kim used a complete set of new clubs at
last week’s Kia Classic, but has decided to go
with the old putter for the first major of the year,
at Mission Hills in Rancho Mirage, California
starting today. “I have just spoken to a police-
man. He told me they found out who did it,” the
29-year-old told Reuters in a telephone inter-
view on Tuesday.

The clubs disappeared from the baggage
claim area at San Diego Airport after an
American Airlines flight in January, Kim said.
They were found at a local second-hand sports
store by some golf fans who saw Kim talking
about her predicament in a television interview.

“It’s been distracting for a while,” Kim said,

keen now to focus on golf again as she seeks to
add to her two-stroke victory at last year’s
Women’s British Open.

“I feel better with my clubs. I’m getting used
to them and I’m just happy I was able to play
well last week,” she said, referring to her tie for
fourth at the Kia Classic on Sunday. The person-
able Kim, known in the English-speaking world
by her initials, I.K., is perhaps still best known
for a tiny putt she missed at Mission Hills six
years ago. The putt, from barely a foot, 18 inches
at most, caught the right edge of the hole and
spun out and a shocked Kim subsequently lost a
playoff to compatriot Yoo Sun-young. Much like
Scott Hoch, famous for the two-footer he missed
that would have won the 1989 Masters, and
Doug Sanders, who missed a three-footer for
victory at the 1970 British Open, Kim had to
learn to live with the constant reminders of her
mistake.

“People will always remind me but I’m okay
with it,” Kim said of the missed putt. “You have
to accept everything. Sometimes you have to let
it go. It certainly wasn’t easy for me. Nobody
really cares at end of the day if I missed it or not
missed it but it mattered to me. “I learned not to
take it personally. I’m proud of myself. It’s not
the worst thing can happen in life.” The British
Open victory at least directed the arc of her
career narrative in a more positive direction.  “I

stopped really caring about what other people
think, because I wanted to keep playing golf,”
she said. “I love what I do.” — Reuters
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