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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and other state officials view a model of the Kuwait Motor City — Amiri Diwan photos
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Amir opens Kuwait Motor City
KUWAIT: Under the patronage and attendance of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the ceremony for the opening of Kuwait
Motor City was held in Arifjan yesterday.

Upon arrival, Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh
Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah and Amiri Diwan Administrative
and Financial Chief Abdulaziz Eshaq received His
Highness the Amir.

The ceremony was attended by His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy National
Assembly Speaker Ouda Al-Ruwaie and senior state
officials. The ceremony included a documentary on the
motor city and a show executed by different types of
vehicles and motorbikes.

His Highness the Amir and His Highness the Crown
Prince received presents during the ceremony.
Speaking at the event, minister Ali Jarrah Al-Sabah
congratulated the country’s leadership and people on
the opening of the Kuwait Motor City, a project aimed
at developing motorsports in the country as well as
providing gear enthusiast with an outlet to practice
their passion and hobby.

Kuwait Motor City is a dream that came true due to
the care and support by His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, said Sheikh Ali Al-
Jarrah who indicated that the country’s youth could uti-

lize their energy in a positive way.  The Amiri Diwan
had the pleasure to execute this unique project that
meets regional and international standards for motor-
sports, said Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah.  The minister hoped
that the venue would be organizing regional and inter-
national motorsport events, affirming that the facility is
up to the task.  Local motorsport athletes will highly
benefit from Kuwait Motor City where they can test
and develop their skills, said Sheikh Ali Al-Jarrah.

The Amiri Diwan official thanked all those who took
part in the construction of the Motor City, saying that
their efforts will stand as a testament to the robust
Kuwaiti spirit. 

Amiri Diwan Administrative and Financial Chief
Abdulaziz Eshaq said that the Motor City was con-
structed in 14 months on an area of 2.6 million square
meters. Kuwait Motor City was the vision of the Amiri
Diwan, which was brought to reality by German engi-
neer and circuit designer Hermann Tilke, said Eshaq,
adding that the project encompassed seven circuits
and tracks catering to the needs of various motorsport
disciplines.

The main track — at a length of 5,610 — will host
the chief racing events, which will be held in the Motor
City, said Eshaq who indicated that the venue has side-
tracks for drag race events.

He went on to say that, there was a 1,750-meter
track which could host international Kart racing events,

adding that Motocross, rally, and dune racing tracks
were also part of the Motor City.

The Motor City could receive around 8,000 specta-

tors and houses VIP halls in addition to 32 vehicle
repair shops and a parking lot for around 3,300 auto-
mobiles. — KUNA

JOHANNESBURG: Sacked Australia
captain Steve Smith and David Warner
have both been banned for 12 months for
their roles in the ball-tampering scandal
in Cape Town, Cricket Australia (CA)
announced yesterday, after uncovering a
web of lies told by the players after they
were caught. 

Opening batsman Cameron Bancroft
was banned for nine months following
the scandal, which has outraged the fans,
jolted the sponsors and prompted CA to
send the players home from South Africa.

The trio will be allowed to compete in

club cricket, but cannot take part in state
or international games for the duration of
their bans. “David Warner will not be
considered for team leadership positions
in the future,” CA said in the statement,
having fingered him in developing the
plot. Smith and Bancroft will have to wait
two years before they are considered for
leadership roles, and even then it will “be
conditional on acceptance by fans and
the public”, according to CA. 

Each player must also complete 100
hours of community service before being
considered for future selection, while it
was confirmed that the cheat had been
confined to the trio only, exonerating
team mates and coach Darren Lehmann
of any wrong-doing.

“This is a terrible situation. There are
three guys going home that have been
offered sanctions that are life-changing,”
Cricket Australia CEO James Sutherland
told reporters yesterday. — Reuters
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Project aimed at developing motorsports in the country

A model of the new Kuwait Motor City in Arifjan.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives a memento during the ceremony.

Fireworks’ show held during the ceremony.


