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Spy drama ‘The
Americans’ takes
final bow, timed
to USSR’s demise

As hit TV drama “The Americans” pre-
pares for its final jaw-dropping season,
set against the backdrop of the fall of

the Soviet Union, the Cold War-era spy thriller
has never felt more topical. The show’s creator,
former CIA officer Joe Weisberg, recalls with
amusement the question he was asked when
he first presented his idea back in 2012: “Who
really cares about US-Russia relations?” Since
then, Russia went to war with Ukraine,
annexed Crimea, backed America’s foe Bashar
al-Assad in Syria and, according to US intelli-
gence agencies, interfered in the 2016 presi-
dential election with the aim of helping Donald
Trump win.

The sixth and final season, set to air from
Wednesday on FX, finds Soviet sleeper agents
Elizabeth and Philip Jennings still posing as an
average American couple in the suburbs, with
two kids and jobs at a travel agency. Philip-
whose commitment to the KGB has wavered
over the years-has left the game of spycraft,
but Elizabeth-the idealistic Russian patriot-is
all in, and their daughter Paige is along for the
ride. Elizabeth is desperate to gather intelli-
gence on the INF treaty that saw the United
States and Soviet Union eliminate part of their
nuclear arsenals in 1987.

And their marriage is as chilly as the Cold
War standoff between Washington and
Moscow. “Being a girl and getting to play this
character is pretty cool. She’s so fierce and
single-minded,” Russell told Variety maga-
zine’s “Remote Controlled” podcast, calling
her work on the show “by far my most fun
role.” “Everything at home that Elizabeth is
fighting for is falling apart, is in complete anxi-
ety and turmoil.”

‘Everyone dies’ 
This season, Elizabeth finds herself trapped

between the reforms championed by Mikhail
Gorbachev and the hardliners at the KGB. And
she opts to take the hard line. “You’re amazing,
but this is finally getting to you,” Philip tells his

wife. “The Americans” has been one of the
most riveting spy dramas ever put on televi-
sion, but it is also a gripping portrayal of a
family, typical at first glance but layered and
complex in reality. “This show isn’t about
spies. It’s about two people that are married to
each other and happened to be spies,”
Weisberg said at a screening in New York.
Russell, who lives with co-star Matthew Rhys
in real life, says, “Set in this weird, heightened
spy world, it just allows all of the feelings of a
long-term relationship, specifically a marriage,
to play out in very big firework ways.”

In the world of “The Americans,” every-
thing can be read at two or three levels, and
nothing is simple, all while remaining faithful to
what actually happened in the 1980s-the his-
tory, the music, the clothes, the cars. “That’s
what this show is so good at, the triple mean-
ing of everything. Every conversation, every-
one, has so much connotation and further
meaning than surface value,” Rhys said.

No other network series has dared play
out entire scenes in a foreign language-main-
ly Russian-so as not to betray the realism of
the subject matter. Of course, there is a fair
bit of action as well, and after more than 70
episodes, Elizabeth and Philip have killed
their fair share of adversaries. In that sense,
the final season will be the climax. No one
associated with the show would reveal any
details, but Rhys joked: “Everyone dies.
Pretty simple.” — AFP

The first Van Gogh painting to go under the hammer
in France in more than two decades was unveiled
yesterday. “Women Mending Nets in the Dunes”,

which the Dutch artist painted early in his career at
Scheveningen near The Hague, is expected to go for
around five million euros ($6 million) when it is auctioned
in June. But with the art market booming, and prices for
artists like Vincent Van Gogh rocketing, experts said it
was hard to predict exactly when the bidding would stop.
The scene dates from the same period in 1882 when Van
Gogh painted “View of the Sea at Scheveningen”, which
was stolen by the Italian Camorra organized crime syndi-
cate from the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam in 2002
and discovered in Naples in 2016 thanks to a tip-off from
a suspected drug trafficker.

The oil on paper, which belongs to a European collec-
tor, also graced the walls of the Van Gogh Museum for

several years after being previously on show in Montreal.
Bruno Jaubert, of auction house Artcurial, said the work
comes from very early in Van Gogh’s career, when he was
painting working-class people in his homeland. “He had
only started painting two years before,” he told AFP.
Jaubert described the sale as an art market event, “with
fewer and fewer Van Goghs coming to the market.”  The
world record for a Van Gogh was for his “Portrait of Dr
Gachet”, which sold for $82.5 million in 1990. “Women
Mending Nets in the Dunes” will be sold on June 4 along
with five minor works by Van Gogh’s friend Paul Gauguin.
One of them, a portrait of the artist’s childhood friend
Claude Antoine Charles Favre, is expected to go for
between 180,000 and 250,000 euros. — AFP
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