
Haitians battling cholera blamed on United Nations peace-
keepers are getting little support with only two percent of
promised funds materializing, according to campaigners

accusing the global community of again failing the Caribbean
nation. Haiti was free of cholera until 2010 when peacekeepers
helping after a devastating earthquake that killed more than
250,000 people accidentally dumped infected sewage into a riv-
er. Since then about 9,750 Haitians have died of the waterborne
disease that has infected more than 800,000 people, with the
epidemic continuing to affect dozens of people every week.

The United Nations has not accepted legal responsibility for
the outbreak but in late 2016 outgoing UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon apologized to Haiti for the organization’s role and
announced a $400 million fund to help affected Haitians. But to
date - almost halfway through the fund’s expected three-year
term - the UN Haiti Cholera Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund
has only raised $8.7 million or 2.2 percent of the total -  and less
than half has been spent, UN figures show.

Sienna Merope-Synge, a human rights lawyer at the US-
based Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti (IJDH), said
this showed “a failure by the UN system to honor that promise”.
“The UN promises, in particular to create a package of assis-
tance that would provide redress to victims, (have) not been
moved forward,” she said. The IJDH previously filed a lawsuit
against the UN on behalf of cholera victims, including a demand
for financial compensation, but in 2016 a US federal appeals
court upheld the organization’s immunity from damages.

Slow progress
The spotlight on the failure to eradicate cholera comes after the

United Nations and aid organizations have faced criticism for slow
reconstruction efforts in Haiti due to a lack of coordination and
bypassing the government and businesses. The behavior of aid
workers in Haiti after the earthquake has also come under scrutiny
with Oxfam rocked by allegations that staff, including a former Haiti
country director, used prostitutes during the relief mission.

Eight years after the disaster Haiti remains the poorest nation
in the western hemisphere. World Bank figures show only one in
four rural Haitians has access to a toilet, and less than half to

clean water. Experts said improving the country’s water and san-
itation systems is vital to overcome Haiti’s vulnerability to new
cholera outbreaks, particularly after hurricanes. In emailed com-
ments, the UN Special Envoy for Haiti, Josette Sheeran, said
nearly $700 million had been spent by the UN and global com-
munity on fighting cholera in Haiti since 2010 but funding for the
Multi-Partner Trust Fund was lacking.

The office said Sheeran was working on “new innovative
financing mechanisms” to raise funds but gave no details. “There
is still a big funding gap, and we urgently need $80 million to
complete the next phase of cholera reduction, and community

support,” Sheeran said by email. Cholera is currently infecting
about 74 more people each week although this is down from
18,500 at the outbreak’s peak.

Cholera expert Louise Ivers, executive director of the Centre
for Global Health at the Massachusetts General Hospital said it
was not enough to say things had improved since 2010. “This has
been one the biggest cholera epidemics in recent history and we
are into the eighth year,” said Ivers, a doctor who led cholera
response efforts during the outbreak in Haiti as head of mission
for medical charity Partners In Health. “Epidemics go down
because people have had the disease, they have some natural
immunity now.”

No compensation
The UN fund envisions a two-track process. The first track would

focus on eradicating cholera and building infrastructure for sanitation
and clean water. The second is described as “a package of material
assistance and support to those most affected by the disease” which
Ban described as a “concrete expression of the regret of our organi-
zation for the suffering so many Haitians have endured”. But
Merope-Synge said so far no one has received any type of financial
compensation, and projects to help rebuild affected communities -
such as constructing markets and clinics - were virtually non-exis-
tent. Ivers said working out which families could receive support is
“daunting” because it is now hard to prove who died of what but that
this should not account for the slow progress made. “What’s hap-
pened over the last year is a real reluctance by the UN system,
including the donor states, to support direct payment to households,”
Merope-Synge said. “There’s a fear among the donors and within
the UN system that it could set a precedent, that if the UN does
something bad in the future it might have to compensate.”

In response to emails from the Thomson Reuters Foundation,
the UN Office of the Special Envoy for Haiti did not confirm
whether the UN had provided any direct financial assistance to
individual cholera victims or families, or plans to do so. The UN
office also did not provide requested details about any develop-
ment projects that are up and running. It did say Sheeran and
Haitian government officials met some cholera victims in February
to discuss proposed pilot projects.

Following consultations with four communities in the central
town of Mirebalais, the first set of projects had been chosen, and
will start next week, with $1.1 million disbursed, the UN office said.
The United Nations did not provide details about what this would
entail or look like on the ground but said it planned to carry out
similar work in at about 140 more communities. However Ivers
said some Haitians feel they have been excluded from the UN
consultation process which had led to street protests over the past
year. Merope-Synge said the cholera outbreak had left thousands
of families struggling to rebuild their lives with little support.
“Families lost breadwinners that have plunged them further into
poverty, people took on debt to buried loved ones. All these very
real financial consequences,” she said. —Reuters
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Barcelona storm 
to Liga title but 
work to be done 

Barcelona will bid a glorious farewell to Andres Iniesta
after winning La Liga on Sunday to seal a domestic
double but this season may mark the end for more than

just the 33-year-old midfielder. Iniesta is calling time, for some
prematurely, on his 22-year association with the club he
joined as a 12-year-old and he goes out on a high after Barca
turned what threatened to be a transitional, even turbulent,
campaign into a tremendous one. They wrapped up the title
with four games to spare, 11 points ahead of Atletico Madrid
and 15 clear of Real. 

They have been top since beating Espanyol in their third
game on September 9. They are 41 league matches unbeaten
and four away from becoming the first ever side to finish a
single La Liga calendar as invincibles. As title races go, this
one was a whitewash but all the more surprising then, that this
Barca side will not be remembered particularly fondly, even
by their own supporters. Before last weekend’s Copa del Rey
final against Sevilla, which they won 5-0, Barcelona’s daily
sports newspaper Mundo Deportivo wrote Ernesto
Valverde’s future as coach could be in doubt if they missed
out on the double. 

When Barca threw away a 4-1 advantage to lose to Roma
in the Champions League quarter-finals, the same publication
described it as a “disaster”, “disgrace” and, most damaging of
all, “deserved”. That collapse will still hang over the title cele-
brations, because it was not a one-off - this was Barca’s third
consecutive exit in the last eight - and because Real’s march
towards the final has heightened the sense of absence. 

But more than their departure in Europe, Valverde’s team
have departed from tradition in the way they have won. Barca
have scored 87 goals, with four matches left. Since Pep
Guardiola’s first season in charge, they have won the title sev-
en times, with their goals scored column for those years read-
ing 105, 98, 95, 115, 110 and 112. This team was not always
entertaining and occasionally it was even dull, but it was
organized, disciplined and never knew when it was beaten. 

Late escapes against Espanyol, Atletico and Sevilla pre-
served the undefeated run and maintained momentum. The
dogged 1-0 victory over Atletico in March all-but delivered
the title. Lionel Messi’s free-kick proved decisive that day and
the Argentinian has arguably been the difference all season,
offering creativity, penetration and a league-high 32 goals to
a team not so blessed with attacking imagination.  But even if
underwhelming on the eye and perhaps over-reliant on Messi,
Valverde and his team deserve even greater credit consider-
ing where they began in August. 

When the unexpected sale of Neymar to Paris Saint-
Germain was followed by Super Cup defeats home and away
by Real Madrid, many concluded Barca’s squad had been
worsened by the transfer market, not improved. Despite the
impressive job Valverde has done since, that will have to be
rectified this summer. In the Copa del Rey final, only three
players in the starting line-up were younger than 29 - Samuel
Umtiti, Sergi Roberto and Philippe Coutinho. 

With Iniesta gone, only Messi, Sergio Busquets and
Gerard Pique will be left of Guardiola’s ‘tika-takas’, the latter
pair both showing signs this season that Barca could do with
a more capable back-up. Coutinho is expected to fill Iniesta’s
shoes, although that gargantuan task cannot be completed
overnight, and Antoine Griezmann’s potential arrival from
Atletico would allow the 31-year-old Luis Suarez more regu-
lar rest next term. —AFP
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Poland consigns 
communist-era 
monuments to 
dustbin of history

For nearly 70 years, an imposing monu-
ment to Soviet Red Army soldiers domi-
nated a central square in the southwest-

ern Polish town of Legnica. Known as Little
Moscow, Legnica hosted the largest Soviet
military base in Poland during the Cold War.
But one day recently, in the early hours, the
classic example of Stalinist-era propaganda
was hauled away to a warehouse to be moth-
balled with dozens of other monuments under
a new de-communization law.

According to town spokesman Arkadiusz
Rodek, Legnica acted in order to qualify for a
state refund of the removal costs, which had
included hiring a crane. “After the (end-
March) deadline, we would have paid out of
our own pocket,” he told AFP. Although the
Soviet Union drove Nazi German forces out of
occupied Poland towards the end of World
War II, Moscow went on to impose its own
brand of totalitarianism until the regime col-
lapsed in 1989. 

Now, nearly three decades on, Poland’s
governing rightwing Law and Justice (PiS)
party is bent on removing all vestiges of the
communist system, even judges who served
during that era, as part of a series of contro-
versial reforms. From statues to street names,
the government’s strong nationalist views
underpin an enduring aversion to communism,
which it views as primarily a form of foreign
domination.

‘Glorifying communism’  
Under the 2016 law, the PiS government

put the Institute of National Remembrance

(IPN) - responsible for prosecuting Nazi and
communist-era crimes - in charge of removing
around 300 monuments nationwide. “They
glorify the communist regime in public spaces,
so they must be dismantled and transferred to
museums showcasing communist propagan-
da,” IPN chief and historian Maciej Korkuc
told AFP. In Legnica, the 2.5-tonne bronze
statue is of a strapping Red Army soldier
shaking a Polish soldier’s hand in a fraternal
but dominant gesture of congratulations to
Poland for its post-war “freedom”. The sol-
diers also hold a little girl dressed as a com-
munist youth pioneer, symbolizing a bright
future. Dozens of communist monuments still
stand across Poland, which has long been a
European Union and NATO member, and their
removal has rankled Russia. Several state-
ments by lower-level Russian officials have
accused Poland of ingratitude as well as disre-
specting Red Army soldiers.

Soviet tanks 
Meanwhile, critics at home, including the

liberal opposition, view the PiS’s decommu-
nization drive as a bid to impose its own ver-
sion of history. In the southern town of
Lapanow, a memorial to the communist militia
killed by the anti-communist resistance in
1946 has been rededicated to the so-called
“cursed soldiers” of the Polish resistance, a
group now promoted by the IPN. But many
municipalities oppose sweeping away relics of
recent history. In the northern city of Elblag,
authorities circumvented the law and kept a
Soviet T-34 tank in a park by donating it to a
museum as a historical artifact. 

The nearby town of Malbork tried to sell
its tank but failed to find a buyer. “It’s always
been here; as children, we played cat and
mouse or hide-and-seek around it. It never
bothered anyone. It was always an attraction,”
Malbork resident Mateusz Jablonski told AFP.
The PiS government is also working on a new
draft law to demote communist-era generals,
some posthumously. “It’s unprecedented in
Polish history; there have never been demo-

tions, whether after World War I or World War
II,” Monika Jaruzelska, daughter of the late
General Wojciech Jaruzelski, Poland’s last
communist leader, told AFP. “If there were, it
was over acts of treason and it was left up to
the courts to decide,” she added.

Re-writing history? 
The IPN has also compiled a list of 1,500

streets and organizations to be renamed, but
the move faces grassroots opposition. In
Sosnowiec, a southern mining town, residents
have been vocal about keeping a roundabout
named after Edward Gierek, who was born
nearby and became a firebrand communist
working in the coal mines of northern France
and Belgium before returning to Poland to
become the communist party’s popular
leader in 1970.

Veterans’ families have also protested

against the renaming of streets dedicated to
Poles who fought dictator Francisco Franco
during the Spanish Civil War. Warsaw resi-
dents complained when the Avenue of the
People’s Army was switched to Lech
Kaczynski Avenue after the late Polish presi-
dent killed in a 2010 jet crash in Russia. He
was the identical twin of powerful PiS party
chief Jaroslaw Kaczynski, a former commu-
nist-era dissident now widely regarded as
Poland’s main powerbroker.

PiS Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
also says he “dreams” of demolishing the
Palace of Culture and Science, a soaring
Stalinist-era tower in the heart of Warsaw. But
while the PiS stil l  regards this icon of
Socialist-realist architecture “gifted” by
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin as a symbol of for-
eign domination, polls show that residents
want the landmark to stay put. —AFP

A monument dedicated to Soviet Red Army soldiers stands on the grounds of a warehouse in the
Polish town of Legnica, where the monument is being mothballed, on March 24, 2018.  —AFP

Players who inspired 
Barca to win La Liga

Barcelona won their 25th La Liga title on Sunday with four
games to spare. Here, AFP Sport looks at the three key
players behind their latest league triumph:

Lionel Messi 
Of course, the Argentinian striker, top scorer in the league

with 32 goals, led from the front and, at times, dragged his team
to victories they did not deserve. Messi not only scores goals, his
assists and build-up play are also crucial. The number 10 has
often played through spells in matches like a central midfielder
this season and he also scored the goal which all but settled the
title race, his bending free-kick against Atletico Madrid in March
securing a pivotal 1-0 win. “If we took Messi and put him in an
Atletico shirt, we would have won this match 1-0,” Atletico coach
Diego Simeone said.

Andres Iniesta 
Iniesta will bid farewell to Barcelona after 22 years with a La

Liga-Copa del Rey double. He has been the brain of the team on
the field and a figure of calm off it in a season when Ernesto
Valverde managed the midfielder’s minutes carefully. “Iniesta has
symbolised an era,” said Barca president Josep Maria Bartomeu
after Iniesta scored in the brilliant 5-0 victory over Sevilla in the
final of the Copa del Rey. Iniesta was again the soul of the team
this term. He will be sorely missed.

Marc-Andre ter Stegen 
Barcelona’s ascendancy this season has more often been

based on resilience and defensive discipline than attacking gusto,
and at the heart of their backline has been ter Stegen. Barca have
conceded the second fewest goals in the league, second only to
Atletico, and their German goalkeeper has managed 18 clean
sheets in the 34 games that he has played in the league. Ter
Stegen, who is also exceptional with the ball at his feet, has
enjoyed a season to mark himself out as one of the finest goal-
keepers in the world. —AFP


