
Hamilton says 
Vettel broke safety
car re-start rules
BAKU: Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton
has accused Ferrari title rival Sebastian Vettel of
failing to play by the rules when leading behind
the safety car in Sunday’s chaotic Azerbaijan
Grand Prix.

The Mercedes driver told reporters he would
seek a clarification from race director Charlie
Whiting ahead of the next race in Spain.
Hamilton, who won in Baku and now leads Vettel
by four points after four races, was on the
receiving end of a famous “road rage” incident
in Azerbaijan last year when the roles were
reversed. Then, the Briton was leading the
German while the safety car was deployed and
was accused of “brake testing”, with the two
colliding and the Ferrari driver angrily pulling
alongside to bang wheels.

Vettel later apologised for his behaviour.
“The rules are that when the safety car goes
(in), you’re not allowed to start and stop, start
and stop,” Hamilton said.  “You’re not allowed to
gas and then brake. You’re not allowed to fake
the guy behind.

“Because naturally if there was not that rule,
that’s what you’d do because eventually you’d
catch them sleeping. You’re not allowed to do
that.  “Every re-start I’ve done...I’ve abided by

that,” the Briton told reporters. “In Australia,
Sebastian accelerated and then braked and I
nearly went up the back end of him. And today
he did it like maybe four times.”

Hamilton said he believed Whiting had
passed the matter on to stewards for their con-
sideration but they had decided not to take
action because the other cars were doing it. The
four-times world champion said that was
because of a domino effect.

“That now sets a precedent, so that means
everyone leading a grand prix under a safety
car can start and stop, start and stop,” he said.
“I need to get that rectified when I have the
briefing next because clearly they don’t care

about it, and if that’s the case then we will see
more of that. And I will expect that from him
next time I am racing with him.”

Sunday’s race had two safety car periods
due to crashes, with drivers weaving to keep
heat in their tyres in cold and gusty conditions.
Vettel was leading from pole position at the
first re-start, with Hamilton’s team mate Valtteri
Bottas at the head of the field for the second
with the Ferrari behind and Hamilton third. The
German overcooked an attempt to pass Bottas
at the second re-start, with Hamilton and
Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen going through as he
went wide. Bottas retired with a puncture three
laps from the end. — Reuters

MUMBAI: When the Indian Premier
League’s big hitters need their favourite bat
urgently repaired there’s one person they
call upon-Aslam Chaudhry, a.k.a. “Batman”.

The 65-year-old bat-maker and fixer
frequently comes to the rescue of cricket’s
most recognisable stars out of his small,
decades-old workshop in south Mumbai.
“I’ve done bats for Sachin (Tendulkar), for
(Faf) du Plessis, for (Steve) Smith, for Chris
Gayle, for most of them,” the floppy-haired
Chaudhry tells AFP. He is the owner of M.
Ashraf Bros, a bat-manufacturing shop set
up by his father in the late 1920s.
Chaudhry, who still makes bats by hand, is
known as a master of his craft and is in high
demand from players during the eight-
month-long Indian cricket season.

He is known as Mumbai’s “Batman”, and
the logo on his business card shows two
cricket bats in front of bat wings. Chaudhry
works flat-out during the seven weeks of
the IPL. The 11th edition is currently taking
place, and he is getting regular calls about
urgent work.

“The IPL is the busiest time because the
bats break quite often,” he says, explaining
that modern bats tend to be weaker
because they don’t undergo the same
amount of machine pressing as in previ-
ous eras.

He also notes that players in T20
cricket like to hit the ball as hard as they
can as they try to whack six after six.
“They ring me up, I go to see them and
then bring the bats back here. It’s a short
deadline because they often have to fly
off the next day so I have to fix the bats
and take them back again asap,”
Chaudhry says.

KOHLI ‘PRANK’ 
While top stars receive plenty of free

bats from manufacturers, Chaudhry says
they all have a favourite match bat and it’s

those they send for patching up. Often
Chaudhry is also asked to tweak bats they
have received, like adjusting the shape or
thickness of edges, to suit each batsman’s
tastes.

The call to Chaudhry usually comes from
a member of the team’s backroom staff or

the player’s representative, but once Indian
captain Virat Kohli phoned him personally.
“He said, ‘This is Virat Kohli.’ I thought it
was a prank!” says Chaudhry, laughing. The
softly spoken bat-maker has also done

work for former India skipper Mahendra
Singh Dhoni.

In Chaudhry’s workshop, dozens of
cricket bats line a wall. Others are piled
on a table and many more are stored
away in cupboards, while wood shavings
cover parts of the floor. Photos of
Chaudhry with Tendulkar adorn the walls
alongside newspaper clippings, including
one about the time rookie English bats-
man Haseeb Hameed turned up with a
broken bat. When AFP visited, Chaudhry
had just received three new bats belong-

ing to South Africa’s J.P. Duminy. He was
about to add the finish and put thick grips

on the handles. Chaudhry goes to training
sessions at the nearby Wankhede Stadium
or to cricketers’ hotels to collect the bats
due to the hysteria surrounding top players
in cricket-mad India.

‘ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE’ 
“All the big stars dare not come here

because they will never get out of this lane
alive, there will be so much crowd,” he says.
“(Lasith) Malinga made the mistake of com-
ing here once. All hell broke loose and we
had to call the police. We had to down all
the shutters and he was inside for the best
part of two hours until the police came!” 

Chaudhry estimates that around a thou-
sand bats come through his shop every
year, partly thanks to a fondness among
many Indians for patching things up and
using them again. He also makes original

bats that are branded “Mehtab” after his
father, who started the business from noth-
ing and died in the early 1980s. 

When making new bats, Chaudhry starts
with a thick block of willow. He shaves it
and cuts a V-groove for the handle. A
machine then presses a five-tonne weight
on the bat to strengthen the wood.
Chaudhry then shaves the bat into its final
shape, playing close attention to its curva-
ture while meeting the customer’s require-
ments regarding weight and thickness. 

“You have to have a feel for it and be at
one with the wood,” he explains, describing
bat-making as “an art form”. Chaudhry is
rare in that he still shaves the wood by
hand, vigorously pushing the tool back-
wards and forwards, stopping every so
often to step back and inspect the bat’s
progress. — AFP
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MUMBAI: This picture taken on April 23, 2018, shows Indian bat maker Aslam
Chaudhry checking a cricket bat at his workshop in Mumbai.— AFP photos

MUMBAI: Aslam Chaudhry shaving wood from a cricket bat at his workshop in
Mumbai. 

Asian Games could 
have 7 joint Korean 
teams: Seoul officials
SEOUL: Seven South Korean sports associations are considering form-
ing joint teams with North Korea for this year’s Asian Games in
Indonesia, an official told AFP yesterday - but reports said football will
not be joining them.

At their groundbreaking summit on Friday, the latest step in a rapidly
moving diplomatic sequence, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
the South’s president Moon Jae-in agreed to show solidarity by “jointly
participating in international sports events such as the 2018 Asian
Games”.

The phrasing left open whether it was a reference to unified teams,
or marching together at opening ceremonies, as they have done at sev-
eral past Olympics, including this year’s Winter Games in Pyeongchang
in the South.

But a spokeswoman for the South’s national Olympic committee told
AFP that the country’s governing bodies for “basketball, judo, canoe,
gymnastics, table tennis, rowing and soft tennis have expressed inter-
est”. No details had been discussed yet, she added.

Seoul’s unification ministry declined to comment on the issue but
said the two sides will soon hold a working-level meeting which may
include discussions on joint teams at the Asian Games. Some sports
bodies are already pushing ahead, proposing their own plans for the
Asian Games, which will take place in Jakarta and Palembang from
August 18 to September 2.

The Korean Canoe Federation said Monday a joint team for the
dragon boat race-one of three canoe disciplines at the event-will be a
good idea since neither Korea has a national team for it. “Even if we
form a joint team, it won’t affect any existing athletes,” the group said in
a statement.

The joint teams could hold open practice sessions on the Han river in
Seoul as well as the Taedong river in Pyongyang, it added.

FINAL WHISTLE 
But the South’s football association declined the idea, Yonhap news

agency reported, saying the move could require unwanted sacrifices
from its players.

In South Korea, male athletes who win gold at the Asian Games or
any Olympic medal are exempted from the country’s mandatory two-
year military service. Tottenham Hotspur forward Son Heung-min could
be among the players seeking the Asian Games title to enable him to
extend his career in Europe without interruptions.

Son withdrew from consideration for the South Korean team for
London 2012 when the side finished third, earnings its members the
exemption-to concentrate on his club activities with Hamburg SV.
When a joint women’s ice hockey team was first mooted for the Winter
Olympics it provoked a backlash in the South, on the grounds that
Seoul was depriving its own athletes of the chance to compete on the
Olympic stage. Ultimately the sight of North and South Korean skaters
wearing the same jersey and passing the puck to each other drew emo-
tive responses from spectators and quickly became an Olympic
favourite, despite the team being thrashed in all five of their matches.

The rapprochement on the peninsula was triggered by the Games, to
which the North’s Kim sent athletes, cheerleaders and his sister as an
envoy. Friday’s historic meeting saw Kim and Moon agree to pursue the
complete denuclearisation of the peninsula and to improve inter-Korean
relations. Seoul’s defence ministry said yesterday it will start removing
propaganda loudspeakers along the border with the North today. — AFP

India resist 
Australia 
overtures for 
day-night Test
SYDNEY: Australian cricket chiefs are still try-
ing to convince reluctant India to play a day-
night Test in Adelaide this year after releasing
their international playing schedule yesterday.
Cricket Australia have scheduled the opening
Test of the four-Test India series in Adelaide
from December 6-10, with hopes it will be a pink
ball match following concept successes against
New Zealand, South Africa and England in
recent years.

Australia believes day-night Test cricket is the
future of the sport and perhaps the only way to
save the format despite boom television ratings
and record crowds. But the powerful Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) have so far
resisted CA’s overtures.

CA will play a pink-ball Test against Sri Lanka
in Brisbane from January 24-28 next year, but
chief executive James Sutherland said he was still
negotiating with India. “It is our preference that

we play India in a day-night Test match in
Adelaide, but we are still working through this
detail and hope to have an answer on this in the
coming weeks,” he said.

Sutherland has been pushing hard at
International Cricket Council level for the new
Test Championship schedule to include day-
night Tests, but the powerful BCCI has a big say
in outcomes.

CA confirmed Australia will face South Africa
in a Twenty20 international on Queensland’s
Gold Coast, while the new Perth Stadium and
Canberra’s Manuka Oval will both host Test
cricket for the first time. But Hobart misses out.
The international season starts on November 4
with the first of three ODIs against South Africa
before the one-off T20 against the Proteas on
the Gold Coast, which will be followed by three
T20s against India preceding the start of the
Test summer.

“Our men’s international season structure
changes slightly this summer, with one-day and
T20 international matches against South Africa
and India in November,” Sutherland said.

Adelaide opens the Test series against India
for the Border-Gavaskar Trophy and Perth
Stadium will host the second Test, before the
series moves back to Melbourne and Sydney for
the traditional Boxing Day and New Year’s show-
piece games.

Following the Tests, there will be three ODIs
against India in a seven-day window before a

two-Test series against Sri Lanka in Brisbane
under lights at the Gabba and a second match in
Canberra.

International dates:
South Africa
Tour match: PM’s XI v South Africa, Manuka

Oval, Canberra, October 31.
First ODI: Perth Stadium, November 4
Second ODI: Adelaide Oval, November 9
Third ODI: Blundstone Arena, Hobart,

November 11
T20: Metricon Stadium, Gold Coast,

November 17

India
First T20: Gabba, November 21
Second T20: Melbourne Cricket Ground,

November 23
Third T20: Sydney Cricket Ground,

November 25
First Test: Adelaide Oval, December 6-10
Second Test: Perth Stadium, December 14-18
Third Test: MCG, December 26-30
Fourth Test: SCG, January 3-7
First ODI: SCG, January 12
Second ODI: Adelaide Oval, January 15
Third ODI: MCG, January 18

Sri Lanka
First Test: Gabba, January 24-28 (D/N)
Second Test: Manuka Oval, February 1-5. — AFP
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