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GUJARAT: Dogs growl at each other as they fight over the remains of a dead calf on the outskirts of Wadhvan, some 140km from Ahmedabad in Gujarat state. Angry Indian villagers have killed a dozen dogs, some of them by gunfire, in
revenge attacks for the mauling to death of three children by stray canines in northern India, officials said said. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Angry Indian villagers killed 13 stray
dogs after three children were mauled to death by the
animals on the same day, officials said yesterday.
Villagers in Khairabad in Uttar Pradesh state took the
law into their own hands after being gripped by panic
over daily attacks that according to media reports have
now left 14 children dead since January. The three chil-
dren, all aged under 12, were killed by packs of dogs in
separate incidents on Tuesday as they collected man-
goes in fields outside the village.

A 2001 animal welfare law outlawed the killing of
stray dogs. But the Khairabad villagers shot dead three
and beat to death at least 10 others. “Our investigations
revealed the children were alone at the time of attacks,”
district police chief Sureshrao A Kulkarni told AFP, con-
firming the three latest deaths. He said there had been
several previous deaths since January but did not give a
figure. The officer said a team of vets and forest officials
had been set up to control the rampaging canines. 

Authorities linked the surge in attacks to the closure
of a slaughterhouse in the area in November, where
most of the dogs previously fed on animal carcasses.
India has an estimated 30 million stray dogs, with
roughly 17 million dog bites reported each year. Nearly
20,000 people die of rabies in the country each year,

according to World Health Organization figures from
2014. Incidents of angry residents attacking strays are
growing across India. Last month two men were arrest-
ed in New Delhi after they beat a stray to death
because they were
annoyed by its barking.
A video of the incident
was widely shared on
social media.

In another develop-
ment, the World Health
Organization said yes-
terday that India
should follow China’s
example and clean up
the air in its cit ies,
which are among the
world’s worst for out-
door pollution. The
WHO’s database of more than 4,300 cities showed
Indian cities such as New Delhi, Varanasi and Patna
were among the most polluted, based on the amount
of particulate matter under 2.5 micrograms found in
every cubic meter of air.

Chinese cities such as Xingtai and Shijiazhuang and

the Saudi refining hub at Jubail were also highly polluted,
but the data for those places was 4-5 years old, and
Maria Neira, WHO’s head of public health, said China had
made big improvements that India should follow. “There

is a big step at the govern-
ment level (in China)
declaring war on air pollu-
tion,” Neira said. “One of
the reasons for that is that
the health argument was
very strongly presented,
and the fact that the citi-
zens were really breathing
air that was totally unac-
ceptable.”

“We would be very
happy if we would see a
similar movement now in
India which is one of the

countries for which we are particularly concerned,
although there are good initiatives which can be put in
place quickly, still the levels are very high and we would
like to see a similar decision and leadership.” The WHO
says nine out of 10 people on the planet breathe pollut-
ed air, and it kills 7 million people each year, almost all

of them in poor countries in Asia and Africa. About a
quarter of deaths from heart disease, stroke and lung
cancer can be attributed to air pollution, the WHO says.

Globally, outdoor air pollution has remained high
and largely unchanged in the past six years, while
household air pollution has got worse in many poorer
countries, as people continue to cook with solid fuel or
kerosene, instead of cleaner fuels such as gas and elec-
tricity.  “The transition to clean fuels and technology in
the home, clean household energy, is too slow. It’s been
three decades and we still have three billion people pri-
marily relying on (polluting) fuels and technologies, and
that’s for cooking alone,” said WHO technical officer
Heather Adair-Rohani.

WHO’s global assessment is based on satellite data
and modeling overlaid on the database of cities, which
is self-selecting because it is based on voluntary
reporting, with numbers that have been hugely revised
since the previous report. The most polluted city in
2016’s report, Zabol in Iran, has had its pollution level
cut fourfold in the latest version of the database, and
now appears to be cleaner than Australia’s capital
Canberra. “The data we are presenting today is I think
the most accurate you can expect at the moment,”
Neira said.  —  Agencies 
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JERUSALEM: Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu accused Mahmoud
Abbas of anti-Semitism and Holocaust denial
yesterday after the Palestinian leader sug-
gested in a speech that historic persecution
of European Jews had been caused by their
conduct. Jewish groups also condemned
Abbas’ comments, made in a speech on
Monday to the Palestinian National Council,
that Jews had suffered historically not
because of their religion but because they
had been bankers and money lenders.

“It would appear that, once a Holocaust
denier, always a Holocaust denier,”
Netanyahu said on Twitter. “I call upon the
international community to condemn the
grave anti-Semitism of Abu Mazen (Abbas),
which should have long since passed from
this world.” Abbas said in his speech that
Jews living in Europe had suffered massacres
“every 10 to 15 years in some country since
the 11th century and until the Holocaust”.
Citing books written by various authors,
Abbas argued: “They say hatred against Jews
was not because of their religion, it was
because of their social profession. So the
Jewish issue that had spread against the Jews
across Europe was not because of their reli-
gion, it was because of usury and banks.”

Netanyahu’s criticism was echoed by
Jewish leaders around the world. “Abbas’
speech in Ramallah are the words of a classic
anti-Semite,” said Marvin Hier and Abraham
Cooper of the US-based Jewish human rights

organization the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
“Instead of blaming the Jews, he should look
in his own backyard to the role played by the
Grand Mufti in supporting Adolf Hitler’s Final
Solution,” they added. They were referring to
Muslim Grand Mufti Haj Amin Husseini, a
World War Two ally of Adolf Hitler, whose
“Final Solution” led to the killing of six million
Jews in Europe.

US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman
tweeted that Abbas had “reached a new low
in attributing the cause of massacres of
Jewish people over the years to their ‘social
behavior’”. Abbas’ spokesman Nabil Abu
Rdainah declined comment on the criticism.
Abbas, 82, made his remarks in the West
Bank city of Ramallah at a rare meeting of the
Palestinian National Council, the de facto
parliament of the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO), which Abbas heads. A
veteran member of Fatah, the dominant fac-
tion of the PLO, Abbas served for decades as
a loyal deputy of his predecessor, Yasser
Arafat. He assumed the leadership of Fatah,
the PLO and the Palestinian Authority after
Arafat died in 2004.

Abbas was born in 1935 in Safat, a town in
the north of what was then British-ruled
Palestine. His family became refugees in 1948,
fleeing across the border to Syria as violence
intensified between Jews and Arabs, culmi-
nating in war between the newly created
State of Israel and its Arab neighbors in May
1948.  —  Reuters
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LONDON: In London’s world-famous Great
Ormond Street children’s hospital, Dr. Karin
Straathof is excited about a new cell-based medi-
cine that offers hope for toddlers with incurable
nerve tissue cancer. Her progress with a handful of
children for whom standard care does not work
reveals the promise of modern cancer drugs, an
increasingly crowded pharmaceuticals field from
which investors must try to select future winners. 

The new therapy using engineered white blood
cells has shown anti-tumor activity in the hardest
to treat neuroblastoma patients. “The beauty is that
it is very specific in targeting the cancer cells, while
leaving healthy tissue unharmed,” Straathof told
Reuters, after presenting her early findings at a sci-
ence meeting in Chicago in April. “It’s an important
step forward.” Autolus - the small British biotech
company developing the chimeric antigen receptor
T-cell or CAR-T treatment - is equally excited, and
is planning a potential IPO on Nasdaq. 

But Autolus is far from alone in pursuing CAR-T
therapy. In fact, CAR-T treatment - part of the
wider field of cancer immunotherapy - is one of the
hottest areas of drug research today, with multiple
firms piling in. The biotech dollars are flooding in
not only in Europe and the United States but also in
China which, with 162 clinical trials, now boasts
more CAR-T studies than the United States,
according to a Reuters analysis of the latest data.

With over 2,000 drugs in the cancer
immunotherapy space, the competitive landscape
has never been more crowded as each firm seeks
its own proprietary version of often similar drugs.
Overall, researchers are working on more than

5,200 cancer drugs, up 7.6 percent from a year
ago, according to the Pharmaprojects database.
The sheer number is stretching the ability of scien-
tists to find enough patients to test them on.
Cancer now makes up 34.1 percent of the total
drug industry pipeline, up from 26.8 percent in
2010, as companies divert resources into a prom-
ising sector where new treatments can often fetch
more than $100,000 a year. 

‘More circumspect’ 
With the first two CAR-T treatments from

Novartis and Gilead Sciences winning US
approval last year for rare blood cancers, the
promise of such smart medicine is real and life-
changing - especially if it can be made to work in
solid tumours, as Straathof’s work suggests is
possible. However, the wholesale rush by pharma-
ceutical and biotech companies into the cancer
area poses a dilemma for investors. A flood of
similar products makes it hard for investors to
pick those companies that will achieve commer-
cial success. “More competition means you
should be more circumspect,” said Nooman
Haque, head of life sciences at Silicon Valley Bank
in London, which provides financing for start-ups
and venture capitalists.

“The traditional investment thesis in biotech is
to have a differentiated medicine with not many
competitors, which helps drive value. Here the
problem is that even if there is a big patient bene-
fit, there are questions as to how long your advan-
tage lasts and what your commercial edge will be.”
Pharmaceutical executives are not blind to the
issue, although each hopes to find a winning for-
mula in immunotherapy - the fastest-growing part
of the $100 billion-a-year cancer drug market,
with sales expected to top $25 billion by 2021,
according to analyst forecasts compiled by
Thomson Reuters.

Roche CEO Severin Schwan, head of the
world’s top cancer company, says he expects “an
enormous drop-out”, while Sanofi’s outgoing
research head Elias Zerhouni warned analysts last
week that duplication of effort would shrink the

time available for drugmakers to recoup their
R&D investments. “The cycle of innovation has
been shortened significantly,” agrees Aiman
Shalabi, chief medical officer at the non-profit
Cancer Research Institute. “There is no doubt we
are seeing fast follow-on and many identical
agents hitting the same targets.” The good news
for society is that patients will find out much faster
than in the past if new approaches work. But that
means doctors can rapidly switch to alternatives,
leading to increased product churn and uncertain-
ty over future sales. 

Twenty years ago, when Roche launched its
state-of-the-art cancer drugs Herceptin and
Rituxan, it enjoyed years without rivals. Today,
there are multiple versions of new drugs targeting
molecular pathways with acronyms such as PD-
1/L1, PARP and CDK, as well as CAR-T. “You’re
either first or you’re best or you’re nowhere
because it has become such a race,” said Paul
Major, an investment manager at BB Healthcare
Trust, who is cautious about investing in cancer
immunotherapy.

Lydia Haueter at Pictet Asset Management is
also wary, pointing out there are already five PD-
1/L1 drugs on the market - from Merck, Bristol-
Myers Squibb, Roche, AstraZeneca and Pfizer -
and more are coming. “It seems everybody has a
PD-1, so we especially don’t go for those kind of
cancer companies,” she said. Some drugmakers
like GlaxoSmithKline and Novartis that missed the
initial PD-1/L1 wave are trying to make a virtue of
looking ahead to the next phase of cancer
immunotherapy, particularly drug combinations.

Yet last month’s failure of a combination study
using a next-generation drug from Incyte with
Merck’s PD-1 Keytruda shows that adding a new
agent is no slam dunk for expanding the reach of
immune-boosting medicine. At Great Ormond
Street, Straathof is less concerned about doubling
up on research and more focused on getting
effective, affordable cures - and she hopes auto-
mated processes will eventually bring down
today’s sky-high drug prices. “I’m not too worried
about duplication. — Reuters
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