
Dumoulin says 
Froome case ‘not 
good for cycling’
JERUSALEM:  Reigning champion Tom
Dumoulin questioned Chris Froome’s partici-
pation at the Giro d’Italia yesterday, ahead of
Friday’s ‘Big Start’ in Jerusalem.

Four-time Tour de France winner Froome
is competing despite having returned an
adverse analytical finding (AAF) during his
victory at the Vuelta a Espana in September.
Froome had elevated levels of the asthma
medication salbutamol in his system and is
fighting a case with cycling’s world govern-
ing body, the UCI to avoid a doping suspen-
sion.And Dumoulin, the shock winner of the
Giro 12 months ago, said that had he similarly
returned an AAF, he would have been forced
to stand down due to his Sunweb team’s
membership of the Movement for Credible
Cycling (MPCC). “That’s a good one to start
with,” quipped Dumulin when asked about
Froome during his press conference in
Jerusalem.

“It’s his decision to be here. I said it
before-my team is part of the MPCC-and if I
was in the same situation as him, I wouldn’t
be here. “It’s his decision and it’s not up to
me to have an opinion about it.”

The MPCC is a group many top-level
teams have voluntarily signed up to in order
to promote clean cycling. They are required
to suspend riders if they return a positive
doping test result pending a decision on their
guilt or otherwise.

It also requires riders to be stood down
for eight days minimum if they request a
therapeutic use exemption allowing them to
take an otherwise banned substance.

Froome’s Team Sky are not MPCC mem-
bers and thus the rules don’t apply to them,
which has left the Briton free to compete
normally while his lawyers wrangle with the
UCI to try to prove his innocence.

‘NOT GOOD FOR CYCLING’ 
But the fact that his case has dragged on

and that no final decision has been taken, is
damaging to cycling’s credibility, Dumoulin
said. “It’s definitely not good for cycling.
Everyone would like this to not happen,
including Chris Froome,” he said.

“To be starting with doubts or uncertain-
ty-maybe he’s winning this Giro and a few
weeks later they decide he’s losing this title
(if he is hit with a ban). “That also may be not
nice for him. It’s not good for anyone but the
situation is like this and I cannot change it.”

Dumoulin may not be right there as UCI
rules do not specify that any ban resulting
from an anti-doping rule violation after an
AAF would be backdated. That means
Froome would keep his results obtained up
to any eventual ban, but that would nonethe-
less cast a dark cloud over his success and
whether it was fairly obtained.

“That’s certainly not something that I’m
coming into this race even thinking of,” said
Froome. “I’m not going to entertain that idea.

Coming from the starting point that I’ve done
nothing wrong-there’s nothing that says I
shouldn’t be here racing, in that sense.

“It’s not something that I’m going to
entertain.” Dumoulin is widely expected to
be Froome’s primary rival over the next three
weeks and 21 stages-the first three of which
take place in Jerusalem and Israel before the
Giro returns to its homeland with three
stages in Sicily.

But Dumoulin insisted it would be wrong
to put him on the same pedestal as Froome.
“We will know in three weeks’ time (if he’s
capable of beating Froome). I can’t tell you
now, but I feel good,” said the 27-year-old
Dutchman, who last September beat Froome
into third while winning the world time-trial
title in Bergen, Norway.

“Froome’s palmares (results history) is
way bigger than mine: I won the Giro once,
he’s won the Tour de France four times and
the Vuelta once.” — AFP

HOUSTON: Gary Sanchez broke a scoreless tie with a
three-run home run in the ninth inning, and the New
York Yankees downed the host Houston Astros 4-0 on
Tuesday at Minute Maid Park. Sanchez smashed the
first pitch from Astros closer Ken Giles 423 feet to
straightaway center field, plating Aaron Judge and Didi
Gregorius. Judge opened the ninth with a leadoff sin-
gle, and Gregorius followed with a double to left-cen-
ter off Giles (0-1). Yankees starter Jordan Montgomery
logged a perfect first inning but departed due to left
elbow tightness. Five relievers completed the shutout,
with Aroldis Chapman striking out the side in the ninth.
The Astros wasted an exceptional effort from starter
Justin Verlander, who worked eight shutout innings and
matched his career high of 14 strikeouts.

MARLINS 2, PHILLIES 1 (10 INNINGS)
Yadiel Rivera hit a pinch-hit, walk-off single in the

10th inning as host Miami defeated Philadelphia.
Cameron Maybin sparked the rally by lining a one-out
triple to left center,
beating an outfield shift.
Miguel Rojas was inten-
tionally walked to get to
Rivera, who smoked a
line drive over a drawn-
in infield for his first
walk-off hit as a Marlins
player. Miami’s bullpen
pitched four scoreless
innings, led by Junichi
Tazawa (1-1), who
earned the win by work-
ing out of a bases-
loaded jam in the top of
the 10th inning.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, DODGERS 3
Daniel Descalso put Arizona ahead with a two-run

triple in the seventh inning, and A.J. Pollock and
Christian Walker homered to push the Diamondbacks
to their best start in franchise history with a victory
over visiting Los Angeles. Deven Marrero and John
Ryan Murphy singled off left-hander Adam Liberatore
(1-1) to open the seventh before Descalso tripled
down the right field line to lift Arizona (21-8) to its
seventh victory in eight games against the Dodgers
this season. Cody Bellinger hit a two-run homer and
Chris Taylor had two hits for the Dodgers, who have
lost four in a row and seven of their last eight.
Bellinger’s homer in the third inning was the last of the
Dodgers’ four hits.

RANGERS 8, INDIANS 6 (12 INNINGS)
Joey Gallo and Isiah Kiner-Falefa hit back-to-back

homers with one out in the 12th inning as Texas recov-
ered from blowing a six-run lead-including four runs
in the ninth-for a victory at Cleveland. Gallo hit his
ninth homer of the season and Kiner-Falefa hit his
second off Nick Goody (0-2), who entered with two
outs in the 10th inning. Nomar Mazara and Delino
DeShields also homered for the Rangers, who won for
the fourth time in six games. 

NATIONALS 12, PIRATES 4
Matt Adams hit two home runs, Bryce Harper

smacked a three-run shot and Trea Turner chipped in
with a bases-clearing double, powering Washington to
a victory over visiting Pittsburgh. Max Scherzer won
his fifth consecutive start, taking a shutout into the
seventh inning. He wound up allowing two runs in 6
1/3 innings. Wilmer Difo also homered for Washington,
which jumped out to a 12-0 lead.

BRAVES 3, METS 2
Mike Soroka tossed six solid innings to earn the win

in his major league debut, as he and four relievers
made a three-run first inning by Atlanta stand up in a
victory at New York. The Braves have won three
straight and five of six. The Mets have lost nine of 15
since a franchise-best 11-1 start. Soroka, who was
recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett earlier Tuesday,
allowed one run on six hits and no walks while striking
out five. The 20-year-old, who is the third-youngest

player in the majors,
threw a first-pitch strike
to 15 of the 23 batters he
faced.

BREWERS 7, REDS 6
Orlando Arcia had

three hits, and Travis
Shaw and Jesus Aguilar
hit back-to-back home
runs as Milwaukee held
on for a victory at
Cincinnati . With the
Reds ral lying late,
Brewers reliever Jeremy

Jeffress protected a one-run lead by striking out Joey
Votto and getting Scott Schebler on a ground out with
runners on first and third in the eighth inning. Jeffress
then pitched a perfect ninth inning for his first save of
the season. Ryan Braun hit a go-ahead, two-run dou-
ble in the fifth inning. Brewers starter Chase Anderson
(3-2) recovered from a slow start to give up four runs
on six hits over 5 1/3 innings.

ROYALS 7, RED SOX 6 (13 INNINGS)
Jorge Soler slugged a tiebreaking, three-run homer

in the top of the 13th inning to give Kansas City a vic-
tory at Boston. Soler hit a 1-0 curveball from left-han-
der Brian Johnson (1-1) just barely over the Green
Monster. The blast was Soler’s third of the season.
Alex Gordon hit a tying homer in the ninth inning and
Jon Jay went 4-for-5 with one RBI for the Royals.
Mitch Moreland and Eduardo Nunez homered for the
Red Sox. Moreland and Andrew Benintendi each had
three hits for Boston. — Reuters

MARINERS 6, A’S 3
Nelson Cruz hit a three-run homer to back a strong

start by Felix Hernandez, giving Seattle a victory
against visiting Oakland. Cruz’s fifth-inning blast to
center field snapped a 1-1 tie. Hernandez (4-2) allowed
three runs on three hits in six-plus innings, with two of
the runs scoring after he exited. He walked four and

struck out seven. Oakland’s Jed Lowrie homered for a
1-0 lead, but the Mariners scored the next five runs.

ANGELS 3, ORIOLES 2
Justin Upton’s RBI single with the bases loaded in

the bottom of the ninth lifted Los Angeles to a win
over visiting Baltimore. Los Angeles ended a four-
game losing streak. The Orioles, with their 13th loss in
16 games, ended the night tied with the Kansas City
Royals for the worst record in the American League
(8-21). Despite blowing a save opportunity by allowing
two runs in the top of the ninth, Angels reliever Cam
Bedrosian (1-0) got the win. Los Angeles starter Nick
Tropeano threw 6 1/3 scoreless innings of one-hit ball.

PADRES 3, GIANTS 2
Eric Hosmer hit an opposite-field home run off

Hunter Strickland with two outs in the ninth inning to
break a tie and give San Diego a win in San Francisco.
The home run was Hosmer’s third of the season and
first since April 17. Kirby Yates (1-0) worked a score-
less eighth inning. Padres closer Brad Hand, who gave
up three runs in the bottom of the ninth Monday night
to take a loss, retired all three hitters he faced Tuesday
to pick up his seventh save in nine opportunities.

ROCKIES 3, CUBS 1
Jon Gray tossed seven strong innings and was

backed by home runs from Charlie Blackmon, David
Dahl and Nolan Arenado as Colorado won at Chicago.
Wade Davis got the last three outs for his 11th save.

Anthony Rizzo homered for the Cubs, who had won
five in a row.

TIGERS 2, RAYS 1
Matthew Boyd pitched six strong innings, Leonys

Martin doubled in the go-ahead run, and host Detroit
squeaked past Tampa Bay. Boyd (1-2) gave up one run
on seven hits while walking just one and striking out sev-
en. A trio of relievers followed, including Shane Greene,
who recorded his fifth save. Greene gave up three ninth-
inning runs to the Rays in a 3-2 loss on Monday.

BLUE JAYS 7, TWINS 4 (10 INNINGS)
Toronto scored three runs in the 10th inning, two

on wild pitches, to defeat host Minnesota. Kendrys
Morales hit two home runs for the Blue Jays, who have
won three in a row, including the first two games of
the three-games against the Twins.  Minnesota has
lost 11 of its past 12 games. Joe Mauer and Eddie
Rosario homered for the Twins.

CARDINALS 3, WHITE SOX 2
Yadier Molina drilled a walk-off single to deep left

field as St. Louis scored twice in the ninth inning to rally
for a win over visiting Chicago. Matt Carpenter led off
the ninth inning with a home run for the Cardinals, who
snapped a three-game losing streak. Marcell Ozuna
doubled and scored the winning run on Molina’s drive
that bounced off the left field wall. Yoan Moncada fin-
ished 2-for-5 with a double and two RBIs for the White
Sox, who have dropped three straight. — Reuters

Thursday, May 3, 2018S p o r t s

Established 1961 12

Sanchez breaks a scoreless tie 
as Yankees down host Astros

Walker homers to push Diamondbacks to their best start 

Soroka tosses
six solid innings

in major 
league debut HOUSTON: Brett Gardner #11 of the New York Yankees strikes out in the fifth inning against the

Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park on Tuesday in Houston, Texas.   — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Two Malaysian
badminton players have been hit with
career-ending bans of 20 and 15
years respectively after being found
guilty of corruption and match-fix-
ing, the sport’s governing body said
yesterday.

The Badminton World Federation
(BWF) said former world junior
champion Zulfadli Zulkiffli, 25, was
banned for 20 years and fined
$25,000, while Tan Chun Seang, 31,
was barred for 15 years and fined
$15,000.

They were found guilty of breach-
ing the BWF code of conduct in rela-
tion to “betting, wagering and irreg-
ular match results”, said a statement
from the body.

A BWF ethics panel, which held
hearings in February in Singapore
into the case, found both players
“engaged in corruption offences over
a significant period and a significant
number of tournaments” dating back
to 2013.

Zulfadli committed more viola-
tions over a longer period and it was
proven he had manipulated the
results of four matches, the BWF
said. Norza Zakaria, president of the
Badminton Association of Malaysia
(BAM), said it was a “sad and shock-
ing day for Malaysian badminton, to
know a sport so close to our hearts
has been tainted by match-fixing”. 

“BAM has a zero tolerance policy
towards match-fixing,” he said,
adding programmes would be organ-
ised for those involved in the sport to
counter such activities.

He said the punishment handed
down to the pair, who played inde-
pendently and were not affiliated
with BAM, was “reasonable and
appropriate considering the
offence”.

BAM will now present a report on
the incident to Malaysian anti-cor-
ruption authorities, who will consider
whether to take action. Their suspen-
sion began from January 12, the date
on which both players were provi-
sionally suspended by the BWF.

Tan was in Malaysia’s squad for
the prestigious Thomas Cup in 2010.
He was banned by the BAM from
competing in Asian tournaments for
two years after quitting the national
team in 2011. In 2011 Zulfadli beat
current world champion Viktor
Axelsen of Denmark to clinch the
World Junior Championships. 

Badminton has been hit by cheat-
ing scandals before.  At the 2012
Olympics, eight women’s doubles
players were disqualified for trying
to lose group games to gain an easier
quarter-final draw. 

And in 2014 the BWF asked police
to investigate claims by two Danish
players, Hans-Kristian Vittinghus and
Kim Astrup, that they were
approached by a Malaysian man to
throw matches.

Malaysian badminton was previ-
ously hit by controversy in 2015,
when former world number one Lee
Chong Wei received an eight-month
ban for doping. The panel which
imposed the punishment said he had
not intended to cheat. — AFP

JERUSALEM: British cyclist Chris Froome of Team Sky arrives for a press conference in
Jerusalem yesterday, two days prior to the start of The Giro d’Italia cycling race. The
race’s “Big Start”, beginning on Friday. — AFP

Malaysian badminton
pair banned 20, 15 years
for match-fixing


